
The Felixstowe Society

Newsletter

Issue Number 87 1 January 2008

Contents

  2 The Felixstowe Society

  3 Notes from the Chairman

  3 Remembering the 1953 floods

  4 Felixstowe Seafront and Town Centre Master Plan

13 Quiz Night

14 Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

15 Visit to Glemham Hall and Parham Air Museum

17 Visit to Hylands House and Chelmsford Museum

18 Beachwatch on 15 September

19 Talk on East Anglian Air Ambulance

20 Talk on Chernobyl – 20 years after the Accident

22 Research Corner (2)

24 Planning Applications considered by the Society

28 Programme for 2008

Registered Charity Number 277442       Founded 1978

Registered with the Civic Trust



2

The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either live or
work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the Trimleys

and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to :

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture and secure

the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local environment.

Chair: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe IP11 7AE,  01394 672434
Secretary:  Gillian Hughes, 18 Brook Lane, Felixstowe IP11 7EG, 01394 276128

         Treasurer:  Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe IP11 7LF

Membership Fees           

Annual Membership - single                               £5.00
Joint Membership (two people at same address)     £7.00
Life Membership - single            £50.00
Life Membership (two people at same address)   £70.00
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)

Non – commercial            £12.00
Commercial            £15.00

          Young people under the age of 18                              Free

The subscription runs from 1 January.

The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary,
Felixstowe, IP11 0TU

Members are reminded that the Society’s booklets The Cotman Walk and Walking around
Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the Tourist Information Centre and the

Reunion Gallery.

The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of May.

Editor – Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

Welcome to 2007, sorry 2008.  Why is it that as soon as I become used to writing the
current year’s date, it changes to the next one.  I think I shall complain to the Government
and ask them to extend each year from 12 to 18 months (even if that happened, at
Christmas it would still be a mad last minutes’ rush for my family).

I hope you all enjoyed the festive season and I wish you all a happy and peaceful New
Year.

A warm welcome to our new members: Eric and Janet Maule (who have joined as life
members), Laurence and Elizabeth McDonald, John Fish and Emma Ellis.  Also Mr & Mrs
D Squires who have recently joined but unfortunately were not mentioned in our previous
newsletter. Sadly I have to report the death of Mrs Daphne Palmer, who had been a

member for 25 years.  Condolences have been sent to her family.

In mid October last year 4 members of our Planning Committee attended a training
workshop at Haughley Park, to update on planning regulations.  Similarly 4 members from
the Executive and Planning Committees attended a Local Development Framework
training workshop at Elmswell at the end of that month.  Both days were organised by the
Suffolk Preservation Society and delegates paid their own expenses.  These events are
proving most useful to our respective Committee members and we are most grateful to the
Suffolk Preservation Society and in particular Richard Ward, the Director, for arranging
these events.

The Committee continues to be represented at both the Felixstowe Town Centre
Management Group and Resort Regeneration Forum meetings and also the Suffolk
Coastal Local Strategic Partnership and the East of England Association of Civic Trusts.
This enables our Committee to be fully updated on all present and future planning matters

that affect our area.

Do try and join us at our Quiz and Supper night, Friday 18 January.  Full details are given
on page 13. I will end with my BIG BIG reminder.  It is Membership Renewal time and the
less reminder letters that our hard working secretary, Gillian, has to send out the better.
So please do your best to save her this unnecessary chore. Thank you.

Philip Johns

Remembering the 1953 Floods

Our meeting on 26 February 2008 will be slightly different and will be lead by Phil Hadwen,
with other contributors, who will share their memories and reflections of that time in
January 1953. Phil will be explaining the history of the floods together with slides and he
has asked that if there are any members who would also like to tell of their memories, he
would be pleased to hear from you.  His telephone number is 286008.

Gillian Hughes
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Felixstowe Seafront and Town Centre Master Plan

Following the David Lock report, ‘A Local Strategy for Felixstowe Peninsula’ in 2006,  the

Felixstowe & Trimleys Peninsula Futures Group (which includes SCDC, David Lock Associates,

Haven Gateway, EEDA, Suffolk County Council and Felixstowe Town Council) have prepared a

‘Felixstowe Seafront and Town Centre Master Plan’.  This took the form of an exhibition which was

opened for public consultation in July 2007.  The Plan consisted of 27 projects and members of the

public were invited to comment.  Because of a limited time to consult, a sub-committee was formed

and the proposals were studied and comments were forwarded as follows.  We were asked to

name the three projects we preferred which were: Project 21: Sea Defences, Project 12: Triangle

and Project 15: The Pier.

Because of the amount of information given for each project, we have had to limit the amount

given below, otherwise this document would become too big for inclusion in the Newsletter.  If

members wish to see all the details, they are available on the SCDC website.

www.felixstowefuture.com

Project 1 - Street Furniture Strategy – Short term delivery
Project Description
A comprehensive street furniture strategy

- Covering the whole town centre and seafront from the station to Landguard Point.

- Consistent specification of design, style.   Carefully chosen and consistently applied palette of

materials, textures and colours.

- Integration and co-location of facilities, for instance seating, bins and landscape beds.

- Better provision of basic facilities in strategic locations, with more:

seating for all.  Teenagers to OAPs have requested more places to sit and meet

landscaping and greening – street trees, planters and hanging baskets

cycle racks

public notice boards

increased signage, especially to car parks which could relieve parking demand in Hamilton

Road

public conveniences along the seafront

flag poles and street light banners to add colour and interest

‘Flying the Flag for Felixstowe’ – use the wind! Position colourful flags along seafront and

continue along length of Hamilton Road (idea Helen Lakey, Felixstowe)

street lighting strategy for the high street, promenade and to spotlight specific buildings

youth ‘hang out’ shelters in carefully selected appropriate locations

bandstand re-established on seafront and on the Triangle

kiosks

encourage water features – draw on Spa heritage and connection to the sea

‘user friendly infrastructure’ such as seafront beach showers

provision of braille signage and information integrated into wider portfolio signage and

public information boards

FS comment: agree.

Project 2 - Seafront Leisure Path – Short term delivery
Project Description
Establishment of an inclusive, vibrant seafront leisure route:

- enhance existing promenade with provision of more street furniture (seats, signage, lighting

etc) using a consistent, high quality designed palette of materials, colours and textures.

- creating a ‘pedestrian priority’ leisure route.

- allow access to cyclists and roller bladers/skaters who give way to pedestrians.

- subtle signage to promote and inform the ‘Pedestrian Priority Route’.
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- remove blockages along route to create continuous route from Landguard Point to Felixstowe

Ferry.

- enhance promenade path between Cobbolds Point and Felixstowe Ferry as required.

FS comment: agree.

Project 3 - Art Gallery – Short term delivery
Project Description
Establish a permanent Art Gallery in Felixstowe

An Art Gallery could provide year round exhibition space to promote and make better use of the

locality’s thriving arts scene.  Artists have long been attracted to Felixstowe, finding inspiration in

the unique coastal location and climate. Currently this pool of local talent is under utilised.

Creation of a gallery would allow the town to showcase its talents with exhibition space, perhaps

for a permanent collection of local art and gallery space for regularly refreshed displays.  The Art

Gallery should be accessible for residents and visitors alike, located in a prominent position on

either the seafront or in the town centre.  The Martello Tower conversion could be pursued, but if

unviable then an alternative central location should be sought.

FS comment:  it would be good to take the Martello tower into use – whether as an
art gallery, workshops or other facilities.

Project 4 – Food/Farmers’ Market location – Short term delivery
Project Description
A Farmers’ Market is a market in which farmers, growers and producers from a defined local area

are present in person to sell their own produce, direct to the public.  All products sold should have

been grown, reared, caught, brewed, pickled, baked, smoked or processed by the stallholder.

Good ones allow local farmers (mostly within a 30-50 mile radius) artisan processors and

community food projects to sell quality fresh produce direct to the customer.

It is proposed that:

1. links are made with the current organisers of the Farmers’ Market and current management

problems resolved.

2. identify a preferred site for a Farmers’ Market – footfall, parking access and cash machines

are essential.  Potential locations include:

in the short term down the east side of the Triangle in front of Tesco’s  or underneath the

platform canopy behind the Solar Supermarket:

in the medium to long term as part of a reconfigured Triangle.

3. attract local farms and producers.

4. promote the market.

5. promote local food production through the Community Farm/Community Allotments.

Their role in invigorating market towns and stimulating rural revival is undoubted.

FS comment: strongly support Farmers’ Markets on a re-configured Triangle or on
former Cavendish Hotel site.

Project 5 - Young persons’ hang out – Short term delivery
Project Description
The provision of a designated ‘youth area’ would only serve to reinforce stereo typed images of

young people.  It will not integrate all ages within the town.

A better policy will be to diversify the leisure offer in the town offering young people a wider array

of opportunities.  Particular attention should be given to sports, water sports and the arts.  This is

covered within other project sheets.

A demand for free locations to hang out will remain.

Young people will continue to congregate on the Triangle and it is suggested that further provision

should be made by way of seating and adequate bin provision.
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The Triangle is a highly visible location, controlled by natural surveillance through the high

numbers of pedestrians and shops fronting the area.  This is the correct location for people of all

ages to meet, have lunch and relax if they so wish.

Increased seating and bin provision is proposed as part of a wider reconfiguration of the Triangle

FS comment: support dedicated site for young people.

Project 6 - Extending the day – Short term delivery
Project Description
It is proposed that uses that extend the day are encouraged, most notably the encouragement of a

café and restaurant culture in the town centre and seafront.  The emerging  Local Development

Framework should review this policy.

Recent revisions to the use class order has now created new classes which allows for a wider

range of uses to be identified as appropriate whilst retaining control over other uses.  These new

classes separate food and drink into:

. restaurants and cafés (where consumption occurs on the premises – class A3);

. hot food takeaways (class A5) and;

. drinking establishments (pubs and wine bars – class A4).

We suggest the policy for the Primary Shopping Area is amended to allow development of A1

(retail) and A3 (restaurants and cafés).  For the seafront, along Undercliff Road between Bath Hill

and the Ordnance A3 (restaurants and cafés) and A4 (pubs and wine bars) should be permitted.

Further consideration should be given to the conversion of the beach shelters to café use – see

Project 10.

FS comment: agree.

Project 7 - Circular bus route – Short term delivery
Project Description
An internal circular bus service linking the port, seafront, town centre, Landguard, Felixstowe Ferry

and Trimley villages.  The service could act as a Park & Ride Service in busy summer months.

FS comment: strongly support.

Project 8 - Cycle routes – Short term delivery
Project Description
Encouragement of cycling as:
A viable alternative to the car to move around the town, and

as a leisure pursuit for residents and visitors to enjoy the peninsula.

Development of a cycling strategy for the town including the:

1. extension of cycling routes;  off road cycle route extensions

between Spa Pavilion and Bath Hill; through Langer Park;

along promenade/seawall (Manor Road to Undercliff Road West);

cycle track through nature reserve

2. promotion of cycling to residents and visitors through a published cycling route plan.

FS comment: strongly support.

Project 9 – Gateways – Short term delivery
Project Description
The gateways to the town, and the brown tourist signage should  be reviewed to determine

whether:

environmental improvements along Garrison Lane and High Road can aid visitors’ first impression

of the town;

whether changes to the brown tourist signage could be made perhaps through offering two routes

to the town centre and seafront, including the use of the attractive Beatrice Avenue.

new development at key gateways.
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FS comment: because signage is for the benefit of visitors, signs should direct to
the town centre parking and seafront parking.

Project 10 - Beach shelters and cafés – Short term delivery
Project Description
Conversion of the beach shelters to cafés.  Conversion of the architectural gems will put the

buildings into a 21 century use to the benefit of residents and visitors whilst producing a revenue

stream for the SCDC and FTC.

FS comment: good but needs to be self financing.  Need to keep shelters in good
order.

Project 11 – Townscape Quality – Short term delivery
Project Description
Protection, enhancement and promotion of townscape quality.

Protect current townscape assets through preservation of existing high quality townscape –

buildings, streets and spaces:

- maintain the current townscape through schemes such as a shop front enhancement

scheme as demonstrated in Eastbourne.

- protect against inappropriate infill developments which erode the overall composition and

strength of character.

- consider expansion of the Conservation Area to protect the best assets of Felixstowe’s

West End, particularly

the ‘Grid Iron’ arrangement of characterful Edwardian Streets between Sea Road

and Langer Road;

Undercliff Road West and Pier and the Ordnance – an important resident and visitor

gateway to the seafront.

- townscape improvement schemes such as landscaping and street furnishing – see Projects

2, 3,10,11,12 in particular for more details.

Enhance the townscape character with high quality new development.  This need not be of

pastiche design but of high quality fitting of its surroundings.

Promote the townscape character in advertising and marketing campaigns.

FS comment: most strongly support.

Project 12 - The Triangle – Medium term delivery
Project Description
Rejuvenate The Triangle

Creation of a public space fitting for the heart of Felixstowe;

- a first step could be to relocate the public conveniences a short distance to the corner of

The Crescent Road public car park.  This would free up the heart of The Triangle and allow

comprehensive redevelopment of the whole place whilst still providing toilets in the heart of

town.

- a comprehensive scheme should also incorporate the highways surrounding the space to

reduce the dominance of traffic and promote a pedestrian friendly environment at the heart

of the town.

- carriageway widths should be minimised to win back public space for an expanded

Triangle.

- the New Triangle with its expanded area could accommodate a wider range of uses:

café and convenience kiosk with associated ‘spill out’ seating area;

performance space for public displays and performances;

water feature reflecting connection to the sea and spa heritage;

high quality street furniture, seating, cycle racks, street lighting, flag poles and lighting;

enhanced landscaping with improved flower beds and street trees.
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a retractable canopy to provide shelter for seating, performance and café.

FS comment: one of our preferred projects. Enlarge Triangle, increase seating but
keep furniture low key.  Move toilets to Crescent Road car park.  Make sure the new
toilets are available before dismantling the ones on the Triangle.  Not sufficient to
take the toilets away on the Triangle and say others available in the town whilst
work is going on to install them in the car park – they might never get built!

Project 13 - Seafront gardens – Medium term delivery
Project Description
Seafront Gardens’ Strategy

Revitalise the seafront gardens to create a modern string of gardens linked by the promenade and

seafront leisure route.  The gardens could be redesigned to present a modern horticultural

attraction with a coastal landscapes theme showcasing the varied coastal plants from around the

British Isles.

To help fund the initiative local businesses could be invited to sponsor individual gardens and in

turn receive small sponsorship boards in the gardens which provide advertising and associated PR

and public good will.

The gardens’ strategic location – between the town centre and seafront – offers a unique

opportunity to improve connections between the two areas with the integration of more paths,

steps and even escalators.

The gardens could all contain revitalised water features to reflect the connection to the sea and

spa heritage.

FS comment: support refurbishment of seafront gardens providing they keep their
original character.  Concern is expressed about the installation of escalators
because of cost and maintenance.  A circular bus route would enable people to get
down to the seafront and return into the town.

Project 14 - Seafront – Town Centre Link – Medium term delivery
Project Description
A landmark viewing gallery tower with stairs and elevator to improve the connection between the

seafront and the town centre.

Creation of a landmark tower to clearly identify the point of access between the town centre and

seafront.  Accessed at grade from the town centre the tower could provide an open viewing deck

offering panoramic sea views.  The tower could contain an elevator and stairs to provide direct

access up and down the sea cliff between the town centre and seafront.  The foot of the tower

would address the seafront and promenade.  This would be an ideal location for a café and a kiosk

which could spill out onto the seafront.

Depending on land ownership and site availability the tower could be located either:

- at the end of Hamilton Road, east of Bent Hill between South Beach Mansion and the

shops and houses on Bent Hill and Undercliff Road West.

- in the seafront gardens between Wolsey Gardens, Convalescent Hill and Undercliff Road

West.

FS comment: we consider expense would not justify such a large project.  It would
be intrusive in the local architecture.

Project 15 – Pier – Medium term delivery

Project Description
Revitalisation of Felixstowe Pier

Felixstowe Pier is an important town landmark, perhaps the most important landmark on the

seafront.  It should not be left in its current state of disrepair which could threaten the physical

future of the structure.  A strategy to rejuvenate Felixstowe Pier needs to be developed.  The Pier’s
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owner must be consulted to identify his intentions for the pier and ideally the owner should become

party to the regeneration strategy.

FS comment: one of our preferred projects.  We agree with the proposals and would
like to see water sports included and possible passenger vessels’ connections.

Project 16 - Beach huts – Medium term delivery
Project Description
Provide new, modern beach huts along the seafront in addition to existing huts.  The huts should

be for sale or rent.  The huts should be the height of sustainability through solar heating and wind

power for electricity regeneration and architecturally distinctive.

FS comment: although we prefer the current haphazard look of the beach huts,
consideration when siting should be given to sea views.  We strongly support the
traditional beach hut and are against the suggestion of  solar panels and wind
turbines.

Project 17 - Convalescent Hill Site – Medium term delivery
Project Description
High quality development of the Convalescent Hill Car Park

The public car park is not utilising this prime site to its full potential.  The Convalescent Hill surface

car park should be developed with either:

- a high quality mixed use development, consisting predominately of residential apartments,

with a top floor café/restaurant and  ground floor A1 uses or

- a high quality hotel, with a top floor café/restaurant and ground floor A1 uses.  A hotel could

also provide valuable conference facilities.

Demand for seafront hotel can be generated from two sources:

- year-round demand from business – Port of Felixstowe, BT etc

- summer season leisure/tourism demand.

This site presents a rare opportunity to also enhance the connection between seafront and town

centre, so any development should include new, public access between Wolsey Gardens  and the

Promenade.  This could consist of steps, footpath and even an escalator adjacent to the new

development.

Any development sought should be of the highest quality and architectural standard given the

prime location and frontage of the site, and address both the seafront and town centre.

FS comment: that seafront car park is a valuable asset.  Alternative car parking
must be provided if this site is redeveloped.

Project 18 - Hamilton Road – Medium term delivery
Project Description
Hamilton Road Street Improvements Scheme.

A new traffic management regime is required to redress the balance between pedestrians and

cyclists and motorised vehicles, but particularly to improve the experience of the pedestrian

shopper and passer by.  This regime can be implemented with physical improvements and

regulatory measures.  Physical/environmental improvements include:

- widening of pavements, by narrowing the carriageway and parking bays on one side only.

- new surface treatment to match carriageway material to pavement material.

- provide high quality street furniture – more seats, street trees, cycle racks and flags.

Regulatory measures should limit access for motorised vehicles on Hamilton Road (particularly

between the Triangle and Wolsey Gardens).  Vehicular access should be limited to before 9 am

and after 5 pm, which would still provide time for servicing of the front elevations of shops and

businesses.  It is important that vehicular access is permitted in evenings to ensure activity in the

otherwise quiet town centre after the close of business.  These measures would ensure that the
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most active section of Hamilton Road would be exempt from vehicular access 9 am – 5 pm,

providing a pedestrian friendly environment.

FS comment: support pedestrianisation of the lower end of Hamilton Road.  This
would tend to encourage the use of public transport and less use of cars.

Project 19 - Spa Pavilion enhancement – Medium term delivery
Project Description
The Spa continues to play an important role in Felixstowe’s cultural offer, yet it could offer more.

Enhancement of the Spa Pavilion would build upon an established reputation, improving the

current offer.  A range of improvements has been suggested and varies in scale – these options for

enhancement works offer the opportunity to phase delivery in stages:

Short Term Spa Enhancement

Utilisation of the ground floor of the Spa, as it fronts the promenade.  Currently this is ‘dead space’

with blank facades and a line of colonnades fronting the promenade.  This does not make best use

of its strong position.  One proposal is to build in the void between the colonnade and promenade

– an ideal use to fill this prominent space would be a café which has tables and chairs spilling out

onto decking over the beach.

Medium Term Spa Enhancement

Wider refurbishment of the venue including:

Reconfiguration of the auditorium – reduction in size to form a venue of 250-500 seats, suitable to

cater for demand whilst freeing up internal space which could be redesigned to provide new

facilities to create drama studios and workshop space.  The current first floor café/restaurant could

be refurbished in this scheme.  Improved entrance – steps and disabled access.  Such a

comprehensive reconfiguration could yield a new “Community Arts Centre”.

Longer Term Spa Enhancement

Building upon the “Community Arts Centre” scheme the Spa could even be extended to provide

brand new facilities – using land to the rear of the buildings, taking a section of the Spa Gardens.

FS comment: agree.

Project 20 - Improve Seafront winter garden – Long term delivery
Project Description
Winter Garden is part of the existing garden next to Town Hall.

Construct an elegant winter garden on part of the existing garden next to the Town Hall.  The

seafront gardens are numerous and with careful planning the utilisation of part of this garden would

not have a detrimental affect on the rest of the garden.  This would provide a bold and stylish new

feature for the seafront.

FS comment: happy for winter planting to be improved and to keep natural beauty
but feel there are other projects which warrant financial priority.

Project 21 - Sea defences – Long term delivery
Project Description
The town must protect its beach and Undercliff Road.  Without either the future is bleak.  Both are

hugely important to the town.  This masterplan is dependent on these remaining in place in good

order.

FS comment: one of our preferred projects.  The priority.  Absolutely necessary
before major changes can be made.

Project 22 - Pier End Water Sports Centre – Long term delivery
Project Description
Development of a water sports centre for residents (including school children) and visitors to learn

to sail, windsurf, kite surf or watch.  The facility could also provide unique conferencing facilities

and act as a focal point for community affairs.
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Potential locations include:

- on the site of one of the existing launch sites.

- south of the pier, adjacent to Leisure Centre.

- at the end of the pier.  A new building, moored like a ship to the pier.

FS comment: included in our preferred projects. We think this is a good idea and
the council should subsidise such a venture to give youngsters the opportunity to
develop an active club lifestyle.

Project 23 - Station area redevelopment – Long term delivery
Project Description
Develop the Station Gateway which is efficient in function and attractive in appearance.  The area

around the station would benefit from being considered in the ‘round’ taking into account the

station and its neighbouring land uses.  When considered as a whole urban block this forms a

significant area which could be better utilised.  By relocating uses such as the health centre (on

site or off site) and using urban windfall sites such as the vacant car sales room and some of the

surface car parking in the area, development opportunities arise which could accommodate a

number of new uses, as described in the benefits list.

FS comment: Felixstowe does not need large retail outlets.  We should not be
mixing Felixstowe up with modern cities.  The area could be used for expanded
market activities or tourist and general information centre.  With regard to the cost
of compulsory purchase – who would pay?  Where would the Central Surgery be re-
sited?  It is also important that we support our current retail outlets.

Project 24 - Larger Format Town Centre retail units – Long term delivery
Project Description
Under current planning system it is for developers to demonstrate they have undertaken a

sequential search for available sites.  In the case of Haven Exchange, Walton Road, a retail

statement submitted by the developer concluded that land at the railway station had potential for

development but was unsuitable due to a restrictive covenant.  SCDC have suggested that this

covenant is related to a restriction on the selling of food.  The covenant should be investigated.

It is advised that this restrictive covenant is investigated by the Council’s legal team and if

acceptable, the site then identified for large format retail as part of a wider retail site.  This should

ensure that any retail proposals that come forward will be located on this site.

The potential for amalgamation of existing retail units to form larger format stores should not be

ruled out.

FS comment: we agree with redevelopment of spare land at the station and this
would make an ideal coach/bus station to allow an integrated transport policy as
strongly recommended in the government guidelines.  This would enable Langer
Road Coach Station to be redeveloped.

Project 25 - The Ordnance – Long term delivery
Project Description
High quality development of the bus station site and surrounds at the Ordnance.

The derelict bus station is a significant brownfield site, due to its large area, prominent location on

an important node and the variety of access links which connect to it.  The bus station should be

taken forward for redevelopment as it provides the opportunity for a range of different potential

uses.  When considering redevelopment the site boundary should draw in the wider surrounding

area (the roundabout and highways, adjacent car sales rooms and the Council yard) so that the

whole Ordnance site is considered.

The suggested redevelopment option is a high quality residential development including a

proportion of affordable housing with small ground floor retail units.
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FS comment: we support the redevelopment of Langer Road Coach Station
particularly for affordable housing combined with suitable retail outlets.  This would
necessitate the retention of the current car parking arrangements.

Project 26 - Former Beach Station site – Long term delivery
Project Description
Utilisation of the former Beach Station site to create a “Gateway to the Seafront”.  This is a

valuable brownfield windfall site benefiting from close proximity to the seafront and prominence at

the western entrance to the seafront.  It is too valuable a site to remain vacant which would be a

waste of land and resources but new uses for the site need to be carefully considered and

thoroughly consulted upon.

Any future redevelopment proposals must be of a high architectural standard to define this

gateway, with an ‘active’ frontage addressing Beach Station Road.

Development proposals must consider the tight and narrow shape of the site, which may as such

be more suited to a non-residential use such as a new railway station.

Redevelopment options include:

- construction of a new Beach Railway station to provide a local station for the West End of

Felixstowe and the Port and associated industries.  Unlike the original station which was

primarily constructed to bring tourists to this end of the seafront (and indeed onward on

ferries) a new station must be considered to offer a valuable opportunity to provide a

sustainable means of transport to residents, the local business community and visitors.

- residential development including a proportion of affordable housing.

- residential development and a public car cark to help service Haven Exchange demand for

spaces.

- a surface car park.  As a short term measure in the interim before demand for other suitable

development opportunities.

FS comment: that valuable brownfield land could be used for housing, retail and
parking.

Project 27 - Former Cavendish Hotel Site – Long term delivery
Project Description
High quality development of the former Cavendish Hotel Site.

Current uses (or lack of ) are not utilising this prime site to its full potential.  The market, although

popular, only uses the site on Sundays and is not fixed to the location and could be relocated to

any number  of other surface car parks in the town, or more excitingly could be strung out along

the promenade (in similar fashion to the annual prom art show), making the best use of a natural

asset (the seafront) and existing infrastructure (the promenade and adjacent bay car parking).

Consequently the former Cavendish Hotel Site should be developed with either:

- a high quality hotel, with a top floor café/restaurant and ground floor uses spilling out on to

the street, giving vitality to the street.  A hotel could also provide valuable conference

facilities.  Demand for a seafront hotel can be generated from two sources:

– year-round demand from business – Port of Felixstowe, BT etc

– summer season leisure/tourism demand.

- a high quality mixed use development consisting predominantly of residential apartments,

with a top floor café/restaurant and ground floor A1 uses.

Any development sought should be of the highest quality and architectural standard given the

prime location and frontage of the site, address both the seafront and town centre.

Preferably this site should be safeguarded as a location for a high quality seafront hotel.  If other

regeneration projects and initiatives are realised then demand for a high quality seafront hotel is

likely to be generated.  This site is large enough to meet such a demand whilst maintaining close

proximity to the seafront and town centre, as demonstrated by previous uses on the site, not least

the former Cavendish Hotel.
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If the need for a seafront hotel is not realised then the site could provide a valuable brownfield

windfall site for development of town housing.  The form of such a residential development would

most likely be an urban block consisting of 4-6 storeys of apartments fronting the promenade to

utilise the sea views, with a flexible ground floor to accommodate retail or cafés with a mixture of

terraced town housing wrapping around the remainder of the site, fronting onto  surrounding

streets, Beach Station Road and Micklegate Road.

FS comment: provide covered market to encompass the Sunday Market,
French/German Markets and Farmers’ Markets and car boot sales.  Possible evening
entertainment venue.

You will see that the projects are broken down into Short, Medium and Long term aims.  Financial

constraints will always be a final deciding factor, but we feel that this is a good start and that many

of the suggestions will be achieved.

Philip Johns   Gillian Hughes

Quiz Night

The Society has decided to start 2008 off with an extra event.  We will be holding a Quiz
Night on Friday, 18 January at St Felix Church Hall, Gainsborough Road.  The starting
time will be 7 pm for 7.30 pm, finishing around 10.15 pm.  There will be teams of 6-8
people and a prize for the winning team.  There will also be a raffle.  Tickets will cost
£6.50, which will include a fish and chip supper.  If you do not eat fish, please let us know
what alternative you would prefer when you apply for tickets. Please bring your own drink.

Why not bring your friends along to make up a team and start the year off with a fun
evening.

Tickets are available from Phil Hadwen who will be master minding the evening.  His
address is 54 Fairfield Avenue and his phone number is 286008.  Please make cheques
payable to ‘The Felixstowe Society’ and the closing date for tickets is Monday 14 January.

We look forward to seeing you on Friday 18 January.

Gillian Hughes
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

The Executive Committee will be considering suggestions for this Award during March
2008.  If members have any proposals will they please complete the form enclosed with
this Newsletter.  This should be for developments completed during 2007.

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows:

To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town.

To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial
contribution to the town (particularly important).

To encourage such developments in the future.

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated.  The list below suggests
some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering nominations for the
Award:

Is the scheme in character with the surroundings?  This may depend upon the area having
a distinct identity.  It need not necessarily be in character if it is to serve as a focal point or
terminates an important view.

Is the scheme in scale?  (Scale is not size.  It is the relationship of one building to another.
Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from the area.)

For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, or is it a
restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designers’ intentions?

Is the scheme well detailed?  Have sympathetic materials been used?  Has colour been
applied imaginatively?  Have any aspects such as signs, down-pipes, paving, been
considered only as an after-thought?  Have too many, or too few, materials been used and
are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified whole?

Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality?  If it is an older
scheme, has it stood the test of time?  Is maintenance suffering?

Does the scheme create an impact?  Would it be good to have similar schemes
elsewhere?  Is it an example of good practice?

Not all these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last two points
will always be important.
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Glemham Hall and Parham Air Museum
Visit on 15 July 2007

Twenty members of The Society set off for what proved to be an interesting day of visits.
The rain having thankfully moved on to other areas, we arrived at Glemham Hall at 10.30
am for our guided tour.  We were joined by two other people who had also booked for this
“Invitation to View” visit.  The owner, Major Philip Hope-Cobbold welcomed us, along with
one of his dogs who decided to accompany us for the remainder of the time.

Major Hope-Cobbold explained some of the family history and how he had not expected to
inherit Glemham Hall.  The Cobbold family had purchased the property in 1923 when it
became the home of Captain John Murry Cobbold and his wife, Lady Blanche, the
daughter of the 9th Duke of Devonshire.  Captain Cobbold was killed in WWII and when his
wife died in 1987 the estate passed to her son, Patrick.  Patrick was only 9 years older

than Major Hope-Cobbold.  However, Patrick died suddenly in 1994 and Major Hope-
Cobbold then, as he put it, received the brown envelope giving him the news of his
inheritance.

Glemham Hall is an elegant brick Elizabethan mansion and originally belonged to the
Glemham family.  They retained the estate until 1708-1709 when it was sold to Dudley
North.  During the period 1722 – 1727 considerable structural changes were made, giving
it an overall Georgian façade.
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Major Hope-Cobbold took us through much of the Hall which is very much a family home.

There were a variety of paintings, some old and some contemporary, a number reflecting
the different aspects of the present owner’s life.  He was a very entertaining guide with
many stories of the Hall and his family history. We were also able to see some of the
gardens, the rose garden being particularly attractive with a tennis court still used when
the weather allows!

To end the visit we had tea and coffee, cake and biscuits in the conservatory, all served by
the Major.  He was an excellent host and it was a very enjoyable visit.

We then took the short drive to Parham Air Museum where we were given a very warm
welcome by Mr John Warwicker and the other volunteers on duty at the Museum.  The
Museum comprises the 390th Bombardment Group Memorial Air Museum of the USAFF
and the Museum of the British Resistance Organisation.  The restoration of the control
tower of the former USAFF Station, Parham, began in 1976 when a group of volunteers

decided to restore the decaying building as a museum in tribute to the 390th Bombardment
Group, 8th United States of America Air Force, and other Allied airmen operating from
airfields throughout East Anglia during the Second World War.  After five years of hard
work and a self-funding restoration programme the tower was completed and formally
dedicated in 1981.

During the Second World War, Britain had its own underground resistance network, known
as Auxiliary Units.  A secret organisation which remained so for 50 years.  This Museum
opened in 1997 with former members attending the ceremony.  It is the only museum in
the United Kingdom dedicated to all the men and women who served in the various
sections of the Auxiliary Units.

As we went from room to room in the museums there were guides available to answer any
questions and to add pieces of information which made it all the more interesting.  There
was a variety of artefacts on display, many of them having been found since the Second

World War and restored.  A great deal of care and attention has obviously gone into
putting these museums together.

Although we visited two very different venues that day, each had its special place in the
history of this country which I, for one, found interesting, enjoyable and thought-provoking.

We boarded the coach and Clive drove us back to Felixstowe by the scenic route, which
was a nice end to our day.

Gillian Hughes
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Hylands House, Chelmsford and Chelmsford Museum
Visit on 28 August 2007

Having seen events at Hylands Park featured on the television in the early part of August
(the Centenary of the Scouting Movement) with Hylands House appearing briefly in the
background, it was with added interest that we set off for our visit to this attractive building.
We were greeted on arrival by Jo Fellowes, who was to be our guide for the morning’s
tour.  From the very beginning she proved to be excellent at her job, with her enthusiasm

and knowledge of the House and we spent two fascinating hours wandering through this
elegant building learning about the different transformations which had taken place over
the years.

The central block of the building is the original House dating back to 1730 and was built by
Sir John Comyns, Judge and MP for Maldon.  Later owners added the wings and the
colonnaded portico in the early 1800s.  The House had a number of owners through the
years including Cornelius Kortright 1797-1815, Pierre Labouchere 1815-1839, John
Attwood 1839-1854, Mr Pryor 1858-1904 and Sir Daniel Gooch 1905-1920.

As we went from room to room our guide told us many tales of the changes made during
the various occupancies which made it a most interesting story.  The last owners were
John and Christine Hanbury 1923 – 1962. Following the death of Mrs Christine Hanbury in
1962, Chelmsford Borough Council bought the Estate in 1966 and eventually carried out a

major restoration of the exterior in 1986-7.  Two phases of interior restoration took place in
1995 and 1998.  Further work was completed in 2003 and the final stages were completed
this year.  Again we were given many details of the work carried out by the Council and
how that work has brought the building back to life.  It was a huge undertaking and
although an extra penny on the council tax to help with the restoration work was not
particularly welcomed by the people of Chelmsford, Hylands Park is now a great asset and
is used in many different ways for the benefit of those who live and visit the Borough.
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The morning’s tour was followed by a delicious sandwich and fruit lunch.

We then travelled the short distance to Chelmsford Museum which also houses the Essex
Regiment Museum.  These are set in a Victorian House which itself is set in Oaklands
Park.  The Chelmsford Museum has permanent displays on the Story of Chelmsford,
natural history and geology, coins, art and social history.  Many of the displays showing life
at home in the 1940s and 1950s brought back memories to many of our members.  The
Essex Regiment Museum displays the collections of the Essex Regiment Association and
tells the story of the county regiment from its mid 18th century origins up to its incorporation
in the Royal Anglian Regiment.  It was good to see a number of young children with their
clip boards containing lists of items to find in the museums.  Their mothers were in tow as
they rushed to find the information they needed.  The Museum building is set in a very
pleasant grassed area which members were able to enjoy before boarding the coach for
our journey back to Felixstowe.

Gillian Hughes

Beachwatch
Saturday 15 September 2007

This year must be the eighth year the Felixstowe Society has taken part in the Marine
Conservation Society’s annual Beachwatch event.  It was probably the cumulative effect of

this previous participation together with the good weather on the day which enticed so
many people to our meeting place south of Cobbold Point.  17 adults and 6 children took
part, collecting 10 bags of rubbish weighing 18.5 kg.  It would be nice to think that we are
all keeping the beach cleaner this year than last (when 32.4 kg were collected) but there
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were some very high tides and strong winds in the week leading up to the clean and the

sea was hitting the Prom at the back of the beach over quite a distance which must have
scoured it.  Still for whatever reason the beach was fairly clean which was good.

This year we had 6 children and their mothers (children do need to be accompanied by a
parent) and it is very nice to see young people joining in an event like this. I do hope they
enjoyed it.

Lynn Allen, Suffolk Coast and Heaths Countryside Officer, worked extremely hard co-
ordinating the 31 groups in Suffolk which included ours.  My thanks to Susanne Barsby
and Gillian Hughes for providing refreshments at the finish and to Adnams for sending
beer vouchers for the adult volunteers and also to the following people for their valuable
help – Norman Barsby, Peter Brown, Helen Cochrane, Eileen Green, Deirdre Lewis, Peter
Mellor, Anne Morden, Peter Norman, Alan Reeve, Terry and Jean Stainforth and Claudette
Whitton, definitely not forgetting Nicki Bain with Claudia and Jordan and Jessie Fotherby

with Angus, Dylan, Ben and Alysia.

Jenny Jenks

East Anglian Air Ambulance
Talk by Nichola Wright, Suffolk Fundraising Co-ordinator

on 25 September 2007

The East Anglian Air Ambulance charity was launched in August 2000 by Frankie Dettori
at Newmarket.  It started flying in January 2001 on one day per week (Friday), by April
2001 was flying 5 days per week and by July 2001 7 days per week, 365 days per year.
Initially there was only one helicopter, a Bolkow 105, but the charity now has 2 Eurocopter
BK117s and the Bolkow, now 28 years old, is used as a backup.  The top speed of the
BK117s is 172 mph; they can carry 2 people, either both patients or in the case of an
injured child, a parent as well.  They are able to fly at night but at the moment only fly in

daylight hours and carry the same equipment as a land ambulance and much more
including a special stretcher, defibrillator, 12 lead ECG and respiratory ventilator.

The helicopters are on lease from Sterling Aviation at Norwich Airport who provide a pilot
every day as well as servicing the aircraft.  They can fly for 2 hours holding a maximum of
700 litres of fuel, burning 312 litres per hour.  The call signs are Anglia One and Anglia
Two.

Nichola began her very enthusiastic talk with a brief resume of 2006 which had been a
landmark year for the charity with 6,000 missions flown and the launching of a new
helicopter in April.  She explained how they work with all the hospitals remaining in the
region and are trying to get helipads installed at all of them.  King’s Lynn has just had its
helipad installed and Addenbrooke’s and Ipswich will hopefully follow suit shortly.  The
charity’s base moved to RAF Honington in 2006 and there is another base at RAF Wyton.

In August 2007 they started a 5 days per week service for Bedfordshire and plan to make
this a daily service as soon as fundraising allows.  They now cover 4 counties the others
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being Cambridge, Norfolk and Suffolk.  There are 22 other air ambulances in the UK but

only one other BK117 with the Devon and Cornwall police.  They are all 100% charities.

A call out starts with a 999 call to the operator who assesses the situation and decides
whether the air ambulance is needed.  Over half the calls attended are road traffic
accidents and 18% are medical emergencies.

The main aim of the charity is to improve work with the hospitals in the region.  They try to
deliver advance care in a very short time; usually 13 – 15 minutes from call out to hospital.
They are extremely important in this region because of the rural aspect of East Anglia
which is classified as the second most rural part of the country.  Each accident is obviously
individual and the patient is usually taken to the best hospital for their particular injuries.  It
is always the endeavour of the crew to get the patients to hospital within the Golden Hour
of care.

The charity has no government or lottery funding and the running costs are approximately
£250,000 per month, being £1,000 per airlift and £8,000 per day’s flying.  Administration
accounts for less than 10% of the total income.  Equipment costs include £20,000 per CCT
monitor, one per helicopter, £1,000 per helmet and £750 per fire retardant suit.  The crew
consists of one pilot and 2 clinicians, sometimes 2 paramedics or sometimes one
paramedic and one doctor.  The whole team consists of 4 pilots, 15 paramedics and 13
volunteer doctors, who work in cycles.  The paramedics are NHS funded but all other staff
are volunteers and in East Anglia all staff are male!

Fundraising is obviously an important aspect of their work and various special events are
organised throughout the year.  They also run 2 charity shops, one being in Orwell Place,
Ipswich, and are very grateful for all donations.  Fundraising has covered costs in every
year except the first when the charity was supported by the AA.

The motto is We Need You Today You May Need Us Tomorrow.  How very true that is and

how grateful we would be to the staff and crew should such a need arise.

Susanne Barsby

Chernobyl – Twenty Years after the Accident
A talk by Len Green on 23 October 2007

Since arranging for Len Green to come along to talk to us another year has passed by
since the accident at Chernobyl, making it twenty one years on.  Len explained that the
accident had been the result of a flawed reactor design that was operated with
inadequately trained staff and without proper regard to safety.  He showed a picture of the
Chernobyl control room in the 1960s and later a picture of the same place after the

accident – a dramatic difference.  He also included a diagram showing what had happened
to produce this catastrophe.  The accident destroyed the Chernobyl 4 reactor and killed 32
people, many of whom were the firemen.  There were many acts of heroism that day.
Teams were sent in to clear up the radioactivity, each doing 5-15 minute shifts.  This work
took place during 1986 and 1987. A massive arch is now being made to go over the
sarcophagus to shield it more permanently.
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The day after the accident the people of Pripyat, the town 3 km from Chernobyl, were told
by loud speakers that they had to gather together enough personal things for 3 days.  500
coaches arrived to take them away from Pripyat.  They never returned.  This is now an
exclusion zone and nature is gradually reclaiming it.

The new town of Slavutich has been built, 30 km from the plant, where the people of
Pripyat now live.  Twenty one years on the human cost of this accident has been less than
50 deaths attributable to radiation.  Children in Belarus did get infected – most survived,
nine died.

Len Green is a Chartered Engineer and has been involved in the power generation
business for over 50 years, where he held senior operating positions at power stations
around the world.  He worked at the Sizewell nuclear power stations for 25 years, including

a period as the Public Relations Officer during the construction phase of Sizewell B
nuclear power plant.  After 42 years of service he left the industry in 1995 to become an
independent consultant working on various nuclear-related projects in the United Kingdom,
Northern Russia, Lithuania and Ukraine.  He has visited Chernobyl on many occasions
and has written several articles and papers on the accident and current status of
Chernobyl.

Len said he was very impressed by the people who left everything behind in Pripyat and
had to start all over again in the new town.  They did not want handouts and have worked
hard to get their lives together.  He continues to visit the area and to be interested in how
these people progress.  In telling this story he was quick to emphasise that this sort of
accident could not happen at Sizewell.

A most interesting and enlightening talk.

Gillian Hughes
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Research Corner (2)

There was little response to the last article.  Several people stopped me to say they had
some pertinent information for me, but at this moment in time it has not been forthcoming.
Consequently I will delay continuing with the area around the end of Gainsborough Road
and also that of Cobbold Road until a later date.  But I must show you an advertisement
that I came across recently in a publication called Handbook of Felixstowe Amusements,
Recreations and Sports for 1924 by F Attfield Fawkes.  The advert in question relates to
Minchin Brothers.

I have never come across this publication before so I want to share with you some of its
contents.  The manager of the Spa Pavilion at that time was Mr D’Arcy Clayton, notice the
very formal Mr. The catering was by G B Lammers.  A series of concert parties had been
booked for the season between 19 April and the end of September. These included
Playmakers, The Superbs, The Curios, The Blues, Cabaret Kittens, The Opieros,
Moonfolk and The Follies, but the main attraction seemed to be The Rogues.  Billing
themselves as “Merry and Bright or Art with Mirth” they claimed to be a unique and popular
concert party that would present a continual change of new programme.  Features would
include an Hawaiian Musical Comedy, a Broadcasting Burlesque, and a Wild West
Episode. There would also be Carnival Nights, Souvenir Nights, Surprise Programmes and
Special Attractions galore.  The main performers seemed to be Mr Fred Roper and Mr Bert
Brady.  This group would perform from 14 July until 20 September.

This booklet also contains information on the Ranelagh Gardens.  These were situated on
the area now a car park opposite The Grosvenor and other nearby land.  The gardens also

included a very fine theatre run by Mr Reeves Hansford.  Maybe the following
advertisement will illustrate just what this area had to offer:
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This handbook contains a whole host of information, but for me the most remarkable was
the following:

I never knew that this wonderful building was ever a private hotel.  I knew a number of
important people had stayed there, but I had always assumed that they were the guests of
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the owner of the private residence. The photo of the Mansion was taken before additions

were made around 1900.

So I would welcome any information about the Spa Pavilion and the Ranelagh Theatre.
Their early performers’ adverts, programmes etc as well as any press cuttings or
newspaper articles.  This also applies to anything at all about South Beach Mansion.

Phil Hadwen (286008)

Planning Applications considered by the Society
16 July to 22 November 2007, reported by David Crawford

SCDC has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

85 – 93 St Andrews Rd:  6 Shops, 6 flats and two offices.  We objected because it was
a harsh design unsympathetic to the area.

32 Ranelagh Rd:  Convert to 3 flats.  Little effect on the Conservation Area.

218 High St, Walton:  Extension.  Little effect on the Listed building provided materials
used matched the existing building.

Harvest House, Cobbold Rd:  Take down and rebuild chimneys.  The Society supports

this application that will maintain the visual appeal of this important Listed Building in the

Conservation Area.

Unit 2 Abbey Farm, Gulpher Rd: Change of use of redundant building to light
industrial use.  Change of use of other buildings to storage and office space.

The Buregate, Sea Rd:  Erect timber-framed shelter and decking.

Recent Applications

‘Bandbox’ Bent Hill:  Erect external balcony. This ‘Smoker’s Balcony’ will further reduce
the appearance of this part of the Conservation Area.  There could well be increased litter
on the roadway from discarded cigarette ends and the probable increase in noise levels
would adversely affect neighbours.  Although we can see the purpose of this application,
The Society objects to it for the above reasons.

SEEKINGS 52 Maybush Lane:  Rear extension and detached garage.  This revised
application again gives little detail on the materials to be used for the extension.  Provided
these match the existing building these changes will have little effect on the Conservation
Area and The Society has no objection.
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77 Undercliff Road West:  Change of use to shipping and forwarding office.  This
shop and the building next door have been semi-derelict for some time.  Although this area
is earmarked for tourist activities it is looking run-down.  To put this shop into minor
commercial use would have little adverse effect on the Conservation Area.

Part rear garden of 38 Brook Lane:  Erect one dwelling. The proposed building will be
a visual improvement over the dilapidated garages and thus will have minimal effect on the
Conservation Area.  However, the loss of the garages and off road parking is regretted and
another house will add to the parking congestion on this narrow street.  In addition The
Society will continue to object to the infill of garden spaces.

Maynell Residential Home, High Road East:  Demolition of outbuildings and erect
single storey extension.   In our view these proposals will have a minimal effect on the
Listed Building.

Maynell Residential Home, High Road East:  Erect single storey enclosed glazed
extension link to Foxgrove House.  We understand the object of the link but find the
impact of the modern construction on the two similar buildings to be excessive.  It would
be less of a problem if there were appropriate landscaping to modify the impact.  We note
that no reason is given for the removal of trees.  The Society therefore objects to this
aspect of the plan.  Indeed to retain the trees would assist in the amelioration of the
contrast between the old building and the new construction.

Part side garden, 18 Church Road: Erect one dwelling, The design of the proposed
building is acceptable for this area but The Society continues to oppose the loss of
gardens to infill housing.

19 Quilter Road, Felixstowe:  Erection of single storey front extension (revised).

The Carphone Warehouse, 93 Hamilton Road:  Two shop fascia signs, one
projecting sign.
The Society believes these proposals will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Peewit Cottage, 194 Grange Road:  Installation of Satellite Dish.  The Society believes
that this proposal will have little effect on this Listed Building.

Applications waiting a decision from SCDC

3 Cranmer Cliff Gardens:  Retain decking and associated fencing and structures.
The Society cannot support all aspects of this belated application.  In our view the decking
and fencing do not enhance the frontage of this building and thus, although not a built
extension, does not follow the intentions of SPG 16.  From the photographs accompanying
the application the decking and fencing adversely affect the overall appearance of this
frontage.  The decking on the upper floor is not relevant to this application.  However, the

corner arbour as shown in the original sketch would have had little effect and with some
adjustment the current design would not be too obtrusive.  The Society therefore objects to
the decking and fencing as not being an enhancement to the frontage of this building in the
Conservation Area.
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The following will have little effect on the CA:-

32 Ranelagh Road: Convert to 3 Flats.
55 Ranelagh Road:  Single storey rear extension.
105 Queens Road:  Convert to 5 flats.
South Beach Mansion, Bent Hill:  Erect boundary fence.

1&2 The Cottages, Kiligarth Court, Wolsey Gardens:  Re-development of two
existing cottages.  The Society objects to this proposal for the specific reason given
below-.
We support the re-development of these cottages and broadly we approve of the
Architects’ approach but we believe that the brick chimneys are significant features of
these attractive Conservation Area buildings and should remain (or be reinstated in the
course of the works).

125 &127 Undercliff Rd:  Erect first floor balcony.  Thank you for your invitation to
comment on the above application.   The proposed balcony is an acceptable modification
to this important building in the Conservation Area.  The Society has no objection to this
application provided the decorative fascia, which will be affected by the modernization, is
fully restored.  We also suggest that care should be taken to retain the distinctive stone
lintels.

Bencotto Restaurant, 128 Hamilton Road:   Rear Extension and Alterations to Front
Elevation.  The Society has no objection to this proposal. We welcome the efforts of

Developer and Architect to restore and reuse most of the original front elevation of this
historic fire station building.

Land Between 27-29 Orwell Road and 2 Highfield Road:  Construction of block of
five one-bedroom flats.  The Society objects to this Application for the reason explained
below.
We support the use of this land for five flats but consider that the front elevation of the
proposed building is not sympathetic to the adjacent buildings.

St. John’s Vicarage, 52 Princes Road:   Conversion to seven flats.  Thank you for your
invitation to comment on the above Application.
The Society believes this proposal will have a favourable effect on the Conservation Area.
We welcome the renovation and re-use of this building.

1 Links Avenue:  Replacement Dwelling. The Society does not object to the design of

the proposed replacement house.  However we would prefer to see the distinctive
architectural features of the present building retained with sympathetic modern
extension(s) to meet the owners’ current needs.
The existing old building dominates Felixstowe’s northern gateway.  It suffers from some
ill-conceived extensions which should be taken down; and it suffers from arrears of
maintenance.  Felixstowe Architects have elsewhere in the Town demonstrated skill in
reusing older buildings in a manner, which retains their distinctive character, and we would
welcome such a proposal in this case.

Marks & Spencer, 55-57 Hamilton Road:  Temporary Refrigerated Storage Unit
The Society believes this proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.
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Other Applications

Coronation Sports Ground, Mill Lane: Erect 10 Floodlight columns.  Refused by
SCDC.

Beach Station Autos, Walton Avenue:  Erect 3 three storey blocks with associated
access parking and landscaping.  Refused by SCDC.

Part side garden 57 High Road East:  Erect detached dwelling, garage and vehicle
access. Refused by SCDC.

9 Links Avenue:  Erect single storey and 2 storey extensions.  The Society objects to
this application.  From the plans it appears that the extension will cause the character of
the original building to be lost.  The proportions of the roof extension and dormer window

need revision to provide a better balanced southeast elevation.  Refused by SCDC.

Part side garden of 16 Croutel Road:  Erect dwelling and create vehicle access.  The
Society objects to this proposal.  The site is much smaller than adjoining properties.  To
build a house here would add to the on-road parking problems in that the garages are to
be removed and thus eliminate places for off-road parking.  We are advised that existing
parking is very difficult in this part of Felixstowe.  We continue to deplore the loss of
gardens to infill.  Refused by SCDC.

Flat 1, 15 Constable Road:  Replacement of windows and doors to PVCU.  The
Society notes that the replacement windows are to be in a style appropriate to the age of
the building and in harmony with the windows of adjacent buildings.
Provided that the above results in the replacement ground floor front bay windows and the
first floor bay windows directly above them are completed in an identical style, the Society
believes that the Proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.   Refused by

SCDC.

Felixstowe Football Club,  Dellwood  Avenue:  Erection of Permanent Floodlights
The Society objects to this application.  This proposal represents such material changes to
the existing scheme that before further consideration we would wish to see a
comprehensive Consultant’s report addressing issues such as: -

a. Increased use of grounds when lighting readily available 24 hours at the turn of a
switch.
b. The design and location of permanent structures that are neither unattractive nor
intrusive to the character of the adjacent residential properties.
c. The design of lighting fixtures to prevent overspill of light into adjacent properties
and distant properties.
d. The effect of seasonal vegetation growth, if any, on light distribution and
conspicuousness of structures.

e. Present enjoyment or otherwise of the existing lighting scheme by grounds users
and by all residents in the vicinity

Refused by SCDC.
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Programme for 2008

Saturday 5 January Abbey Grove work party.  10.00 to 12.00.  Wear protective

gloves and footwear and bring tools suitable for clearing

brambles.

Friday 18 January Quiz night at St Felix Church Hall, Gainsborough Road.

7.00 for 7.30 pm start.  Please see details on page 13.

Tuesday 22 January             “Marines in Tights”  Mervyn Lemon (Colonel retired) of

Felixstowe.  The history and stories of the Duke of York & Albany’s

Maritime Regiment.  Also covered is the invasion by the Dutch at

Felixstowe on 2 July 1667.

Tuesday 26 February Remembering the 1953 Floods.  Philip Hadwen will introduce this

meeting.  Please see details on page 3.

Tuesday 25 March Mercy Ships.  A talk by Mrs Sandy Burnett of Frinton on Sea.

Tuesday 20 May AGM and talk on The Environment – getting the right balance.
Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society.

Wednesday 11 June *** Cruise on River Orwell.  An afternoon cruise lasting approximately

three and half hours, from the Historic Ipswich Waterfront to Harwich

Harbour and return to Ipswich.

Tuesday 1 July         *** Visit to Theatre Royal and Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds.  A
morning visit to the Theatre Royal with guided tour and an afternoon

guided tour of St Edmundsbury Cathedral.

Sunday 10 August    *** Somerleyton Hall and Gardens.  A day visit to Somerleyton taking

in a guided tour of the stately house and a leisurely walk through

picturesque gardens.

Sat/Sun 20/21 September Beachwatch 2008.  Confirmation of date will be given in the May

Newsletter.

Tuesday 23 September Felixstowe Ferry.  A talk by Philip Hadwen.

Tuesday 28 October Bawdsey Radar.  Mary Wain of Felixstowe.  Chair of Bawdsey

Radar.

Tuesday 28 November Sauntering in Suffolk VII.  A new saunter with Rev Stan Davis of

Felixstowe.

All speaker meetings are held in St Andrew’s Church Hall at 7.30 pm.  Members £1 Visitors £2

*** The Booking Forms for these Visits will be in the May Newsletter.
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