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 The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either
 live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development 
and preservation of the local environment

 Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
 Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave. Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
 Secretary: Gillian Hughes, 18 Brook Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7EG, 276128
 Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe IP11 7LF

Membership Fees

  Annual Membership - single      £5
  Joint Membership - two people at same address   £7
  Life Membership - single     £50
  Life Membership - two people at same address £70
  Corporate Membership (for local organisations
  who wish to support the Society)
   Non - commercial     £12
   Commercial      £15
  Young people under the age of 18   Free

    The subscription runs from the 1 January

 The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
 Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

 Members are reminded that the Society’s booklets The Cotman Walk and 
 Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the
 Tourist Information Office and the Reunion Gallery.

  The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
 September.


 Editor: Tony Hughes
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       Chairman’s Notes

I am writing this with an advance apology as I will not be present at this year’s Annual 
General Meeting.  My daughter has chosen that date, Tuesday 20 May, to get married. My 
suggestion that she should change the date was met with total silence and incredulous 
looks from both my wife and daughter. My wife then pointed out that it was only fair that 
the Society should have the chance to elect a new Chairman which would be much easier 
in my absence. I await the result of the coup.

A warm welcome to all our new members: Jeremy and Angela Pratt, Ida Smith and Robert 
Beecham and Melloney Robinson.  Also Rev’d Dr John and Mary Hare and Kim and Andy 
Wilding who have joined as Life members.  Congratulations to members who have 
become Life members: Mrs E Rice and Graham Knight.

Sadly I have to report the death of Peter Dawes. He and his wife were long term members 
of the Society and gave great support to our Speaker Meetings. Condolences have been 
sent to his widow, Margaret.

Please note booking forms for all summer visits are in this Newsletter. Remember to book 
early to avoid disappointment.  This year our visits are being arranged by Keith and 
Elizabeth Horn.  Keith has also undertaken to run this year’s Beachwatch event in 
September. Our thanks to them both for undertaking these tasks on behalf of us all.

Our Quiz and supper night held in January was an outstanding success with over 80 
people attending. Many thanks to our Quizmaster and new Vice Chairman, Phil Hadwen, 
for organising this event.

Finally please take a few minutes to glance at the Annual Report which is a supplement to 
this Newsletter.

Philip Johns

Beachwatch 2008

The society will again be taking part in this year’s Beachwatch organised by the Marine
Conservation Society. We will be meeting at 9.30 am on Saturday 20 September on the 
promenade opposite The Fludyers Hotel.

I imagine that you will all agree that beach litter is an eyesore and if so why not make a 
note in your diary to join other members and friends of the Society on 20 September to 
help clean part of Felixstowe beach. Further details will be provided in our September 
Newsletter.

PS. If you wish to put your name down as a helper please phone me on 01394 270845 or
Email me on kjandehorn@btinternet.com

Keith Horn
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Felixstowe Photographic Society

This year is the 60th anniversary of the Felixstowe Photographic Society and Tony and I 
represented The Felixstowe Society at the celebrations held on 14 February.  The evening 
proved very interesting with a wonderful display of equipment going back many decades.  
There were archive photos and also modern digital photographs.  It was fascinating to 
compare the old, large cameras with the small digital ones of today.  I can remember 
having my first camera with a separate light meter which I could never get the hang of and 
consequently my photos tended to be a bit off colour!  Today’s digital camera does it all for 
you. However, there were a number of those present at the celebrations who still favoured 
the old-style camera.

We had a number of presentations, one of which was a cine film showing the floods in 
Felixstowe in 1978.  A reminder that we continue to be vulnerable to the sea. The final 
presentations were three beautifully arranged pieces lasting just a few minutes but much 
appreciated. A delicious buffet was provided together with a celebratory cake.  It was a 
most friendly and enjoyable evening and I am sure the Felixstowe Photographic Society 
will continue for many years to come.

Gillian Hughes

Doorstep Traders and Others
Talk by Tony Doorly on 27 November 2007

This speaker meeting focused on Trading Standards. Tony Doorly, Lead Officer of our 
Local Trading Standards Team, gave an interesting and informative talk.  He described the 
range of areas covered by Trading Standards legislation and how the law can protect us 
as consumers. The overall aim of our County Council Team of thirty five (based in Ipswich) 
is to “Support businesses and to protect consumers”.  This involves working closely with 
existing businesses and newly established ones and is guided by one hundred laws plus 
guidance from European Law.

The standards for weights and measures, animal welfare, safety of goods, toy safety, food 
safety, fair trading of houses and second-hand cars are all monitored.  Also included are 
scans regarding prizes and holidays and cold callers and rogue traders. It is reassuring to 
know that someone is checking the safety of goods and livestock coming into and out of 
Suffolk and that some second-hand sales in charity shops and boot sales are also subject 
to Trading Standards.

Tony described his role and gave some amusing and cautionary anecdotes that quite often 
occur.  Much of his work involves raising public awareness of risks and consumer rights 
and the support available when things go wrong. This is done via booklets, theatre (Scam 
Busters Theatre Group) and talks.  The excellent booklet “Think Twice” produced by the 
Safe and Sound Group and aimed at senior consumers is well worth reading and does 
include advice regarding doorstep sellers and bogus callers.  If you have not already 
received one some are available from Age Concern and Social Care Services.

Margaret Johns
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Marines in Tights
Talk by Mervyn Lemon (Colonel retired) on 22nd January 2008

Dressed in the uniform of the Duke of York and Albany's Maritime Regiment, Mervyn 
Lemon played the part and regaled us with the history and stories of the marines of the 
late seventeenth century. He also explained the events covering the last foreign invasion 
by the Dutch at Cobbold's Point, Felixstowe on the 2nd July 1667.

We were told that it was Charles II, and his brother James (later James II), who were 
responsible for the formation of marine regiments. There had always been a contingent of 
soldiers on naval fighting ships, but the marines were to serve the king in more ways than 
just fighting.

Many of the hard working peasants left the land and joined the army to make money. They  
were paid a pittance as farm labourers and by joining a successful army unit a share of 
any spoils that the regiment might earn would come their way. It was the policy in the army 
that any town that was captured, sacked or partly destroyed was usually turned into hard 
cash. A third went to the monarch, a third to the colonel, who had to pay all the expenses 
of his regiment, and the remainder was shared between the rest of the unit- the better your 
position the more you made.

When Charles II came to the throne he needed more money than Parliament was 
allocating him to keep his 36 mistresses. It was his brother James' idea to put revenue 
men on board naval vessels, because unlike the army any prize money that ships' 
captains won was split 50-50, half to the captain and the rest to the crew in varying 
amounts depending upon their rank. The musketeers were considered ideal for the roll 
that James wanted them to play, not just as the fighting army contingent, but also as 
Royalty spies, who could report back if any prize was taken, thus enabling the King to 
have his third share! So these musketeer revenue men became a royal regiment 
eventually being named marines by James in a report on the battle of Sole Bay 
(Southwold) 1672.

Generally there were between 6-12 marines on board ship and considering their role they 
were not particularly popular so the captains decided that they could be billeted on board 
between the ordinary sailors and the officers, thereby protecting the senior ranks at times 
of sailor unrest. Remember a large proportion of ordinary crew were made up of press-
ganged men and convicts, so hard discipline was often required to keep these men in 
order.

Explaining his colourful, bright yellow dress, we were taken back to the late 1660s and an 
explanation was given of each part of his uniform and how it was made bringing in the 
crafts and skills of that time. From his hat to his tights we learned about nit pickers, big 
wigs, the expressions "on tenter hooks" and "goody two shoes", as well as how the jobs of 
weavers, websters, webb, fuller, walker, tucker and dyer were done and how they all 
became surnames! Another piece of delightful information was that British soldiers wore 
red because red was the cheapest dye for their uniforms! Uniforms on soldiers weren't 
worn until the Battle of Naseby, during the English Civil War, when Cromwell created his 
New Model Army with similar uniforms. This way you knew who your enemy was! As far as 
the marines were concerned James and his wife designed their uniforms.
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We were also instructed in matters of warfare. The marines’ swords were for jabbing, not 
swashbuckling as many famous Hollywood actors would have us believe. There was no 
room on the decks for this extravagant movement! The marines also wore a bandoleer 
with 12 "apostles", eight in the front and four in the rear. These were 12 pots of powder, 
the correct amount for each firing of their gun. They were expected to load and fire in 30 
seconds and then when they had run out of powder they obtained a new, full bandoleer 
and would also wash out of their musket any unfired powder stopping the guns blowing up 
in their faces.

Charles decided to declare war on the Dutch soon after he came to the throne because 
he needed to keep his lady friends in the manner to which he wanted them to become 
accustomed. Now the Dutch were very similar to the English; they were a strong naval 
nation, they had excellent admirals and seamen and they were forceful traders, so this 
declaration of war didn't seem a sensible decision. Although the British attacked Holland 
and destroyed a large number of ships, the Dutch retaliated strongly and sent a large 
armada of 180 men at war under the command of Admiral De Ruyter. He sailed up the 
Medway and caused great damage to Gravesend, he then went to Tilbury, where he 
captured the navy's flagship The Royal Charles and this was sailed to Holland.

Harwich has always been a strategic port on the east coast because of its natural harbour 
and to capture it would mean command of the majority of the coast from the Humber to 
Kent. So De Ruyter turned his attentions to this aim. He knew there was a fort at 
Landguard which protected Harwich harbour, so efforts were made to disable this allowing 
free access to the port of Harwich. On 2nd July 1667 84/85 big galleons were spotted off 
the coast of Felixstowe. The beacon was lit to alert Landguard Fort. The ships seemed to 
be sailing up the shore towards Aldeburgh, so the soldiers in the fort followed them on 
horseback, across the Deben. This ploy worked because De Royter was just waiting until 
high tide so he could land his men. When he turned his ships he sent a couple into the 
mouth of the Deben to block off the return of the British forces and then landed about 
1,800 men at Cottage Point (Cobbold's Point). These marched along the beach towards 
the fort carrying scaling ladders. The invading forces felt confident of victory knowing that a 
large force that had previously left the fort had been unable to return. Unfortunately for the 
Dutch there were troops recently stationed at Landguard for rest and recuperation, so they 
were on hand to try and repel the invaders. They were also helped by 4 gun boats who 
managed to fire into the shingled beach thus causing considerable dismay with flying 
stones everywhere. After a while the Dutch dropped everything and fled back along the 
beach towards Cottage Point where they were taken off and returned to the fleet. Both 
sides regarded this collection of skirmishes as a victory and a peace treaty was eventually 
signed at Breda.

Mr Lemon finished his excellent, entertaining monologue with a number of "if onlys". How 
different would our area be today if the Dutch invaders had really taken Landguard Fort? 
He was dismayed that as a town we do little to commemorate the last foreign invasion of 
our shores or mark the point where the last invaders stood - Cobbold's Point!

Phil Hadwen
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Remembering the 1953 Floods
Talk by Philip Hadwen on 26 February 2008

St Andrew’s Church Hall was full to capacity to hear Philip’s talk.  Philip, his daughter, 
Sarah and his grandson, Michael, started the evening by reading out the names of the 41 
people from Felixstowe who lost their lives in the floods.  Philip then took us through the 
events of that dreadful night.

Flood warnings as we know them today did not exist in 1953.  Any knowledge of weather 
conditions in the North of Scotland and the build up of sea water coming down the North 
Sea would not have been passed along the East Coast.  This all happened in the cold dark 
of night, with many people asleep totally unaware what was advancing down the coast.

The flooding was not caused by the sea overtopping the promenade but because the river 
wall between Felixstowe Dock and Fagbury was unable to hold the vast head of water in 
the North-Westerly gale.  The wall was breached in seven places and a solid mass of 
water, of tidal wave proportions, swept across the marshes towards the Langer Road area.  
People living in prefabs had little chance, so many of the prefabs being swept away.  
Some people survived by climbing onto the roofs, others did not survive the cold and wet 
having spent the night on the roof.  The water reached a depth of 9 ft in some places.  
People in houses had a better chance of surviving by moving upstairs.  Many had water up 
to the downstairs ceiling.  The ages of the victims ranged from babies of a few months to 
elderly people over 80.  There was more than one instance of complete families perishing 
in the deluge.

Philip also showed us a number of pictures taken at the time which brought home the 
horror of it all. Mrs Eustace shared her memories of that night and Philip, born and bred in 
Felixstowe, was eight at the time and remembered seeing the aftermath of the flood.

In 2003 a Memorial to those who lost their lives in the 1953 floods was placed in Langer 
Road, near Langer Road School.  A Memorial Book listing the names of the victims was 
put in the Library, but more recently a plaque listing the names was added to the Memorial 
in Langer Road. Flowers are placed at the Memorial each year to remember those who 
lost their lives.

Although the evening’s talk was a sad one, it served to remind us of an event which did 
not happen that long ago and also that we continue to be vulnerable to the sea which can 
change so quickly into a raging mass of water.

Our thanks to Philip for putting together such an interesting talk.

Gillian Hughes 

The following page shows the effect of the 1953 storm surge on the English and Dutch 
coastlines. This was first published in the May Newsletter in 2003
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Rise in sea level in metres on 31 January and 1 February 1953

(from The Guardian newspaper)

This rise or surge was that measured by  local tide gauges above the spring tide levels 
given in the Tide Tables for that day and that location. The tidal surge moved down the 
North Sea driven by the weather system and the tide movement. The surge  was trapped 
by the shape of the coastlines. Some of it was dissipated in the English Channel but not 
enough to avoid the devastation on the coastlines.
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The Greenest County

The main topic at the meeting of the Greenprint Forum on 22 October 2007 was the 
Greenest County Initiative.  Iain Dunnett, Project Manager with SCC, brought the meeting 
up-to-date on progress and future plans.

The Suffolk Strategic Partnership had taken up this challenge to develop the vision of 
Suffolk becoming the Greenest County and incorporating this into Suffolk’s Sustainable 
Community Strategy as themes, actions and measurable targets.

On 16 October a conference entitled “Creating the Greenest County” had been held and 
over 400 people and 30 exhibitors attended.  This celebrated Suffolk’s ‘green’ 
achievements and set the aspirations, goals and actions for the future.  Headline speakers 
included John Gummer MP, Michael Meacher MP and Dr Clare Goodess from the UEA’s 
Climate Change Centre.

Iain Dunnett said the people of Suffolk were proud of its tradition of doing things differently 
and now was the time to build on this and maintain and improve the quality of life in Suffolk 
over the next 20 years.

Work was in progress on climate change, food and farming and biodiversity.  Some of the 
challenges which had appeared were a reduction of 60% in CO2 over the next 20 years, 
green building network, housing target of 60,000 – all to be made as sustainable as 
possible.  There was a need to include sustainable practice in the Local Development 
Framework to achieve sustainable standards in the built environment, particularly in new 
build houses.

Funding for these challenges would come from the Suffolk Green Fund and private/public 
initiatives.

Iain Dunnett said there was a need to engage communities in taking this project forward 
and he was keen to hear any ideas people or organisations might have across the county.

More information can be found on the website www.greensuffolk.org

Since the Greenprint Forum meeting last October a second conference was held on 12 
February this year entitled “Creating the Greenest County Business and Environment 
Conference”.  This event was hosted by BT and chaired by Mike More, CEO, Suffolk 
County Council.  The conference centred on sustainability in business.  It was noted that 
the UK had a unique opportunity to prosper in key markets of the future by taking a lead in 
the development of low carbon technologies and services in power, buildings, transport 
and industry.

Gillian Hughes
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Victorian and Edwardian architects in Felixstowe

E C Jennings

The Dictionary gives no information on E C Jennings other than he worked from an office 
on Bent Hill in the late 19th Century as a surveyor. He was responsible for the following 
projects.

Clifton Villas, Cambridge Road
Additions to rear for Mr Cutler. 1893

Constable Road
House for G H Jackson. 1893

High Street, Walton
Three terraces of four cottages for G H Jackson. 1894

Manning Road, Granville Road & Undercliff Road East
Groups of 17 shops with dwellings over on three road frontages for A A Hudson. Mainly 
three storeys. 1897

20 & 22 Quilter Road
Pair of semi detached houses. Brick with two storey bay windows to front for H Hobrough.
1897
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50 & 52 Cobbold Road
Pair of two storey houses with attics for G H Jackson. 1898

93 & 95 King Street, Walton
Pair of houses for A E & A J Durrant. 1898

3 to 7, 50 Manning Road, 14 Cavendish Road
House and Bakery and four shops and houses for W Warman. 1899

1 Felix Road, 30 & 32 Cobbold Road
Three two storey houses with attics for George Jackson. 1899 & 1900

Garrison Lane
New Drill Hall and Armoury for War Office. Two storey Armoury and lecture room attached
to single storey Drill Hall. Brick with sash windows and slate roof. 1900

[From the Dictionary of Architects of Suffolk Buildings, 1880 to 1914 by Brown, Haward 
and Kindred, 1991]

The Woodland Trust

The Directory of Woodland Trust Woods 2007 dropped through my letter box and made 
interesting reading.  There are 15 Woods in Suffolk, listed alphabetically and the first, of 
course, is Abbey Grove.

There are 15 Woods in all, and all have public access with the exception of Kyson Point at 
Woodbridge, for ‘Conservation/Safety reasons’.  They are spread throughout Suffolk but 
several are within easy reach of Felixstowe – Ganges Wood at Shotley Gate, Porter’s 
Wood at Woodbridge and Pound Farm at Great Glemham.

The Directory is free of charge to members and covers England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.  It is quite small so is a useful little book to take on holiday.

I read with interest the article by Judith Hedges in last year’s September Newsletter.  It is a 
great tribute to all those members of The Felixstowe Society who volunteer to help both at 
Abbey Grove and at Gulpher Pond.

Barbara Reid
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Research Corner (3)

The Felixstowe Society has much of which to feel proud. One feature is the publication of 
the delightful "Cotman Walk". This pamphlet was first issued in 1982 and has had a couple 
of reprints since then. I feel very pleased that I have been asked to help with the latest 
reprint, which should be available sometime later this year. As regular walkers of the 
Cotman Walk know The Society tries each time to add something- either bringing parts of 
the walk up to date or supplying more historical knowledge to certain sites- with each 
reprint, and this one is no different.

One of the new entries is a mention of St Andrew's Church, visible from the junction of 
Hamilton and St Andrews Roads. I find it truly amazing that this unique church, the only 
one like it in the whole of the United Kingdom, and possibly only one other like it in 
Europe, doesn't receive the acclaim it deserves. Love it or hate it, we in Felixstowe are 
extremely lucky to have it.

With the development of the town, both residential and business-wise around the newly 
opened Town Railway Station (1898) suggestions were made about building a new church 
in this area. Captain E G Pretyman gave the land and in 1907 a temporary church, built of 
wood and corrugated iron was erected by John Harrison and Company of Camberwell. 
This church was second hand; having previously stood in Shepherd's Hill, N6 and had 
already been dedicated to St Andrew.

As this building was not expected to last for long the Reverend Walter Horne raised £3,000 
for a permanent church, but the First World War delayed the project. When a new church 
was erected the old structure was bought by Rogers Brothers a local building firm. It stood 
at their works, opposite Beach Station, for many years.
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1925 saw a new vicar, the Reverend Henry Barker Greene, an Irishman with extreme 
Protestant views and he wanted his new St Andrew’s to be a centre for evangelical 
teaching in the town. A Mr H Buxton had already prepared designs for the new church, but 
with a hand picked Building Committee the vicar was able to appoint Miss Hilda Mason for 
this project. She was residing in North Cottage, Maybush Lane and was the inspecting 
architect for parsonage houses in the diocese. She designed the Nurses’ Home and parts 
of the Bartlet. Her first plans were rejected by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in 1929, 
but she then engaged the help of Raymond Erith, a previous fellow student and well 
known for supervising the restoration work at 10, 11 and 12 Downing Street! The new 
plans were approved and building work started in 1930. There is a considerable story 
relating to the laying of the foundation stone on 9 July 1930, but there isn't room here to 
relate it.

The new designs for the church would use modern materials and modern construction 
methods and would be "high, light and airy-looking". The framework of the building is of 
reinforced ferroconcrete, the concrete slabs were made on site using local sea sand and 
shingle, and Hilda's father owned the Claydon cement works that supplied the concrete! 
The contractors were Tileman and Company who used local workers and the timber was 
supplied by William Brown of Ipswich, who were also the sole selling agent for Mason's 
cement! The work was progressing well until some of the multi- coloured stained glass 
windows were fitted. These were designed with geometrical figures, including squares, 
circles and crescents, in red, yellow and blue (a different colour for each window). It would 
appear that nobody had really studied the plans, especially the window designs and when 
the vicar saw some of them in place he likened it to an "ice- cream parlour!" Work was 
stopped, the architects refused to change their designs and resigned and the vicar 
appointed Raymond Wrinch of Ipswich to continue the work. The kaleidoscopic glass was 
removed and stored in nearby Haste's Garage for many years. Much of the original interior 
design was modified by Wrinch, including the pulpit area, where double pulpits were 
installed at the vicar's request!

The church was finally consecrated by the bishop of the diocese, the Right Reverend W 
Whittingham, on 8 August 1931 who concluded his address that "he would be sorry if that 
beautiful church did not give rise to something exceptional in the spiritual life of 
Felixstowe". Several features of the original designs were not accomplished and these 
included a large western tower that would have been a landmark on the Felixstowe 
skyline!  Just how popular with sight-seers would St Andrew’s have been with those 
stained glass windows remains a speculation, but it is still unique and well worth a visit, 
and not just for the church building! It is open every morning from 10 to 12 for coffee, quiet 
reflection, a wander round with a copy of their excellent guide book, or a visit to its 
excellent Christian bookshop. So go and see the only church of its kind in England.

I'll finish this article with a true story relating to St Andrew’s Church. A friend of mine 
recently hosted a couple of friends from the States and while they were staying they 
informed their host that they were told that Felixstowe had a very architecturally important 
church. Immediately their host took them to Old Felixstowe and showed them the parish 
church of St Peter and St Paul with architecture which is mainly 14th century. They 
returned home happy, only to contact my friend later to inform him that the church in 
Felixstowe that they really should have seen was St Andrew’s!

Phil Hadwen
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St Andrew’s Church under construction in 1930

St Andrew’s Church completed in 1931
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     Planning Applications considered by The Society
     22 November 2007 to 12 March 2008, reported by David Crawford

SCDC has GRANTED Planning Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

3 Cranmer Cliff Gardens: Retain decking and associated fencing and structures.  
Approved for decking only.

105 Queens Rd: Convert to 5 Flats.

1 & 2 The Cottages, Kiligarth Court: Redevelop the cottages.

Bencotto Restaurant, 128 Hamilton Rd: Rear extension and alterations to front 
elevation

1 Links Avenue:  Replacement dwelling.

Marks & Spencer, 55-57 Hamilton Road: Temporary refrigerated storage unit. 

Recent Applications

20 Cobbold Rd:  Rear Extension.  The Society believes this proposal will have little 
adverse effect on the Conservation Area.

22-24 Hamilton Rd:  Replacement windows to the rear (Ashton Graham).  There is no 
indication that the replacement windows will be in keeping with the existing windows of this 
important building in the Conservation Area.  For this reason only we object to this 
application.

Flat 1, 15 Constable Road:  Replacement windows and doors to side and rear.  We 
are unable to assess the effect this proposal will have on the Conservation Area, because 
there is no indication of the style of the replacements.  The north elevation of the property 
is clearly visible from the road.  The Society therefore has to object to this proposal until 
there is more information on the replacements and an assessment can be made of the 
impact of the change on the house and the Conservation Area. 

16 Highfield Road:  Erect two-storey rear extension creating two new flats.  The 
Society has no objection to this proposal but note the applicant’s comments on car 
parking.  Please confirm whether this property is one of those in Highfield Rd that have a 
covenant that the occupants may not own a motor vehicle?

30 Gainsborough Road: Convert existing shop and living accommodation over to 
ground floor flat and first/second floor maisonette.  Provided materials and windows’ 
styles match those in surrounding buildings and the consol brackets retained, this project 
should improve the look of this part of the Conservation Area and the popular ‘Cotman 
Walk’. 
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Applications waiting a decision from SCDC

Cliff House, Chevalier Rd and Hamilton House and car park, Hamilton Gardens:  
Change of use and alterations to Cliff House to create 18 dwellings and erection of 
two new buildings of 37 residential units.  Thank you for your invitation to comment on 
the above application.   

‘ We welcome the objective of restoring the balconies to the façade of this distinctive 
building in the Conservation Area. The current proposals for the balconies for Cliff 
House are totally inappropriate as they are over-large and appear somewhat 
architecturally unsound.  Two points come to mind.  The original balconies were of a 
small ‘Juliet’ style and probably not intended to be used for outside dining. There 
appears to have been no consideration given to existing balcony problems in Hamilton 
Gardens.  Experience shows that these can rarely be used due to uncomfortable wind 
conditions.  Similarly, ‘Doric’ columns are not appropriate to the front of this building.  
We therefore, object to this part of the alterations to Cliff House.

The proposed buildings in the car park and replacing Hamilton House add nothing to 
the Conservation Area.  They are of bleak and over-modern design not sympathetic to 
the Felixstowe ambience.  Although balconies have been suggested to link the design 
to Cliff House and other houses in this area they will inevitably require some form of 
enclosure to be of use in the prevailingly windy conditions.  The apartments on the 
Brownlow Road side of the buildings will overlook nearby properties and detract from 
the amenities of residents contrary to local planning criteria.  The proposed building 
No 1 should be reduced by at least one floor.  We also consider the appearance of the 
new buildings to be less sympathetic to the area compared with that of previous 
applications and as with Rosemount will detract from the appearance of this historic 
seaside frontage.’

Hamilton House, Hamilton Gardens – Conservation Area Consent for demolition.  
The house is somewhat isolated in a large car park but is in the general Victorian/
Edwardian style of the houses in this part of Felixstowe and contributes to the character of 
the Conservation Area.  
   

‘ Any replacement building must enhance the Conservation Area and should follow the 
ambience of this cliff top area and complement the views of the skyline from the 
promenade and beach below.  We note that a similar application (CA/05/0563) was 
refused because the replacement buildings did not meet the above criteria.  The 
Society therefore, also objects to this application unless replacements also can meet 
the needs of the Conservation Area.’

Land between 27 to 29 Orwell Rd and 2 Highfield Rd:  Construct 5 one bed roomed 
flats (Revised application).  At first sight the Society would like to support this 
application.  The drawing and illustration seem to describe a harsh, black building.  We are 
disappointed that it is difficult to visualise what the actual building will look like.  We 
support the idea of flats in this area and appreciate the intent to reflect the existing 
surrounding architecture in a more modern form. However, because of our difficulty in 
assessing the impact this bleak-seeming building will have on the area or whether the 
design is intrusive to the character of the street scene (SPG 16), we have to object to this 
application in its present form.
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12 Cavendish Road:  Conversion of the house into three apartments. We have no 
objection to the internal alterations but it is necessary that the balcony and iron railings on 
the first floor be retained.  The plan, as submitted, omits this detail and therefore The 
Society objects to this application for this reason only.

Long Shelter near Bath Tap Chalets, Bath Hill:  Demolition and replacement with 
paving and seating area. This change will have little adverse effect on the Conservation 
Area provided the historic wall is restored to a high standard.

The following will have little effect on the Conservation Area

Highcliff House Nursing Home, 10 Cobbold Rd: Retain smoking shelter. 

59 Brook Lane: Single storey side extension & conservatory. 

Cranmer Cliff Gardens: Provision of a sun awning. 

Other Applications

South Beach Mansion, Bent Hill:  Erect boundary fence.  REFUSED by SCDC. 

15 Harvest Court:  Replacement windows and door.  There is no indication that the 
replacement items will be in keeping with the existing windows of this distinctive building in 
the Conservation Area.  For this reason only we objected to this application.  REFUSED by 
SCDC.

2 Barton Rd:  Erection of double garage.  The Society believes this proposal will have 
little adverse effect on the Conservation Area.  REFUSED by SCDC.

Canterbury Champagne ?

Last year over 400 million bottles of champagne were sold worldwide and demand is 
continuing to grow with growing sales in Russia and China.

The champagne region of northern France has always been able to meet the demand but 
the demand is now so great that that has been brought into question.

French law stipulated that the grapes used to make champagne, pinot noir, pinot meuniere 
and chardonnay must be grown in a specific 84,000 acre region to the south of Paris 
towards the Belgian and German borders.

The champagne producers want the area expanded to pre World War 2 boundaries and 
some are even looking across the English Channel to Kent. These heretics argue that 
climate change has increased the average temperature during the growing season and 
they should be looking further north to regain the climate the champagne region enjoyed 
25 years ago. They also argue that the chalky Kentish soil is identical to the champagne 
producing regions.
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But why wait? English winemakers Chapel Down, Nyetimber and Ridge View already 
make sparkling wine. OK it is not called Champagne but I am told is just as good.

After all the English Doctor Christopher Merret described how to make fizzy wine decades 
before the French monk Dom Perignon – any Frenchmen out there going to argue? 

Malcolm Stafford  

Bamboo

Did you ever consider that the floors of every single container you see moving in and out 
of our port, or perhaps these days, I should be saying, waiting to get into our port, are 
made of wood.

What is particularly disturbing is the wood used for these floors, is from trees in Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Papua New Guinea that take more than 100 or more years to grow. It is well 
known that even though these countries have imposed controls on logging these controls 
are not effective as there is an active trade in illegally felled trees.

For many years the timber used in container flooring was Apitong, as it is strong and 
durable, but the massive increase in container manufacturing has contributed to a 
decrease in supply.

In common with much manufacture, the majority of the approximately three million twenty 
foot equivalent containers produced per year, are made in China and the plywood floors 
are now made from a variety of tropical hardwoods that comes from younger trees.

Although the environmentalists have not yet focused on this issue, the container industry 
is not complacent about it and recognises that chopping down these trees is inexcusable. 
Controls have been introduced to audit the twenty plywood suppliers in China but this 
does not address the problem of how to stop the use of tropical hardwood.

The alternative to using tropical hardwood is to use eucalyptus, larch/birch and bamboo 
but the problem cannot finally be eased until a composite material is introduced to the 
manufacturing process. 

At present bamboo would seem the best wood alternative, as it grows easily in China and 
is actually classified as a type of grass. Already one leading global container carrier 
proudly proclaims on the side of its containers ‘Eco Container – Bamboo Flooring’.  Has 
anyone seen one?

Malcolm Stafford

18



Summer Visits 2008 

All visits must be booked in advance using the separate form enclosed with this Newsletter 
with the Booking Fee.  Please provide a separate cheque for each visit.  Please also 
note the latest booking dates.

Wednesday 11 June – Cruise on River Orwell
Numbers are limited to 25
Form and Booking Fee by 19 May
An afternoon cruise lasting approximately 3.5 hours. The cruise commences from the 
Historic Ipswich Waterfront to Harwich Harbour and return to Ipswich.  A commentary will 
be provided.  Light refreshments available on board.  We will leave Felixstowe Garrison 
Lane Car Park at 1.00 pm picking up from the usual places en route and we expect to 
arrive back in Felixstowe around 6.15 pm. 
The Booking Fee is £14.60 which covers the cruise (£10.00) and the coach with tip for our 
driver (£4.60).  

Tuesday 1 July – Visit to Theatre Royal and Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds
Numbers are limited to 25
Form and Booking Fee by 9 June
Our guided tour of the Theatre Royal will commence at 10.30 am and we will have an 
opportunity to enjoy an atmospheric encounter with the history of this beautiful theatre and 
its unique heritage.  The tour will last for approximately 1 hour and afterwards we can 
enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and biscuits.
We will then have free time for lunch and meet again at 1.45 pm at the Cathedral Entrance 
to commence our tour of the Cathedral at 2.00 pm.  The tour will last for approximately 1 
hour.
Please note that our coach will depart from Felixstowe Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.30 
am picking up from the usual places en route.  We will leave Bury St Edmunds at 4.00 pm 
and will be back in Felixstowe at approximately 5.15 pm.
The Booking Fee is £17 which covers a tour of the Theatre Royal with refreshments 
(£5.50), Cathedral Tour (£3.50) and the coach and tip for our driver (£8.00).  

Sunday 10 August – Visit to Somerleyton Hall and Gardens
Numbers are limited to 30
Form and Booking Fee by 14 July
Why not enjoy a visit to Somerleyton Hall and take in a guided tour of the Hall and then a 
leisurely walk through picturesque gardens. Our tour of the Hall will commence at 
approximately 11.15 am and will last for approximately 45 minutes. After our tour we will 
have time for our lunch/picnic and more time to explore.  Somerleyton Hall has a Tea 
Room providing drinks, sandwiches and cakes.
The coach will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.30 am picking up from the usual places 
en route.  We will leave Somerleyton at 3.00 pm and arrive back in Felixstowe at 4.30 pm.
The Booking Fee is £17.25 which covers entry to Somerleyton Hall and Gardens and a 
tour of the Hall (£6.25) and the coach and tip for the driver (£11.00).

Please note - members wishing to attend visits with wheelchairs or lightweight 
buggies will need to be accompanied by a fit adult to care for their needs at all times
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Programme for 2008

  Tuesday 20 May  AGM and talk on The Environment – getting the right 
balance.  Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation 
Society.

  Wednesday 11 June ***  Cruise on River Orwell.  An afternoon cruise lasting 
approximately three and a half hours, from the Historic 

 Ipswich Waterfront to Harwich Harbour and return to Ipswich.

  Tuesday 1 July         ***  Visit to Theatre Royal and Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds. 
 A morning visit to the Theatre Royal with guided tour and an 

afternoon guided tour of St Edmundsbury Cathedral.

  Sunday 10 August    ***  Somerleyton Hall and Gardens.  A day visit to Somerleyton 
taking in a guided tour of the stately house and a leisurely 

 walk through picturesque gardens.

  Saturday 13 September Cotman Walk for members and friends.  Meet at Great 
Eastern Square at 2.45 pm.  More details in the September 
Newsletter.

  Saturday 20 September Beachwatch 2008. Meeting at 9.30 am on the promenade 
opposite The Fludyers Hotel. More details in the September 
Newsletter.

  Tuesday 23 September Felixstowe Ferry.  A talk by Philip Hadwen.

  Tuesday 28 October Bawdsey Radar.  Mary Wain of Felixstowe.  
 Chair of Bawdsey Radar.

  Tuesday 25 November Sauntering in Suffolk VII.  A new saunter with the Reverend 
Stan Davis of Felixstowe.

All speaker meetings are held in St Andrew’s Church Hall at 7.30 pm.  
Members £1 Visitors £2

*** The Booking Forms for these Visits are included with this Newsletter.
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