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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
    Secretary: Gillian Hughes, 18 Brook Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7EG, 276128
    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF

Membership Subscriptions

   Annual Membership - single    £5
   Joint Membership - two people at same address £7
   Life Membership - single     £50
   Life Membership - two people at same address £70
   Corporate Membership (for local organisations
    who wish to support the Society)
    Non - commercial     £12
           Commercial            £15
   Young people under the age of 18            Free

    The subscription runs from the 1 January.

 The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
 Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

 Members are reminder that the Society’s booklets The Cotman Walk and 
 Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the
 Tourist Information Office, and the Reunion Gallery.

  The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
 September.


 Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

Please remember the date of our AGM this year, Tuesday 19 May, 7.30 pm at St Andrew’s 
Church Hall.  Our Annual Report is included inside this Newsletter.  Please take time to 
give it a glance.  Any comments or suggestions are always welcome. As always, at the 
AGM officers and members of the Committee are elected. Should anybody wish to stand 
as Chairman please do not hesitate to contact me.  I assure you I will not be offended.

A warm welcome to our new members: Christine and Barry Henson, David and Kay Linley, 
David and Diane Campbell, Diana Robinson, John and Barbara Reynolds, Colin Lyas, 
Sheena Gardiner and Norma Comley. Sadly I have to report the death of Miss Mary 
Sibthorp who died in January of this year.

Our summer visits this year have again been arranged by Keith and Elizabeth Horn.  
Booking forms are inside this Newsletter. 
Remember to book early to avoid disappointment.

The Society’s second Quiz and Supper Night was held at the end of January and again 
was a great success and enjoyed by all.  Many thanks to our Vice Chairman, Phil Hadwen, 
for organising the event.

Please see pages 4 to 6 for an update on the Local Development Framework proposals 
for Strategic Housing Growth in Felixstowe, Walton and Trimley Villages. The Society has 
written to all Town Councillors with a response to their Substantive Resolution which they 
have made to Suffolk Coastal District Council.  We will update our members and keep you 
informed of any further action in future Newsletters.

Philip Johns

Beachwatch 2009

The Society will again be taking part in this year’s Beachwatch organised by the Marine 
Conservation Society.  We will be meeting at 9.30 am on Saturday 19 September on the 
promenade opposite The Fludyers Hotel.  Full details in the September Newsletter.  If you 
wish to put your name down as a helper please phone me on 01394 270845 or email me 
at kjandehorn@btinternet.com

Keith Horn

Felixstowe Museum

The afternoon of Sunday 12 April sees the opening of the Felixstowe Museum for the 2009 
season. Apart from extensive re-decoration and the re-vamping of several displays the 
new exhibits include the Dock Basin clock, radio equipment from the “Pride of Suffolk”, a 
superb flint axe head and a display of information and material marking the centenary of 
the Spa Pavilion.
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Suffolk Coastal Local Development Framework (LDF)

[ Suffolk Coastal District Council is drawing up a new Local Development 
Framework (LDF) setting out the planning policies, proposals and actions for the future 

development of the district to 2025 and beyond. The Local Development Framework is a 
new type of plan which will replace the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan. A number of documents 

make up the LDF, each of which must go through various consultation stages. Further 
information is available on the SCDC website - www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk ]

On Monday 9 February 2009 there was an extraordinary meeting of the Felixstowe Town 
Council at Orwell High School to consider the response by the Council to the Strategic 

Housing Growth core strategy of the LDF.

The following is the response to the LDF document made to the meeting by The 
Felixstowe Society.

As you are aware, The Felixstowe Society is a registered Civic Society. It has a 
membership of over 400. We welcome the opportunity of making this presentation, but 
we were surprised not to have received any response from the members of the task 
group, or indeed from the leader of Suffolk Coastal District Council, to the questions 
posed in our presentation made to the original Strategic Housing Growth document. 
Namely:
1. Some 2000 responses were received by the Task Group to the original document -  
did they read them all?
2. Have the Task group visited all the proposed sites?
3. Why were the contents of the Lock Report ignored?
At least this new document is written in a closer approximation to normal English.

We strongly object to the use of any green field sites. Any initial new development must 
be restricted to listed brown field sites, which should include the South Seafront and 
Convent developments and the area being released by the amalgamation of the two 
Felixstowe High Schools.

We contend that many of the buildings on these sites should be affordable and 
sheltered homes, in line with current stated government policy. This latter would release 
family-sized homes elsewhere.

Younger people very often want to look outside their home town for careers or 
housing. We feel that Felixstowe can still thrive with an ageing population who 
support the local amenities.

Felixstowe is unsuitable to be a major centre as it is at the end of a peninsular. Most 
other towns in Suffolk Coastal district have a 360 degree option for exits and 
entrances. We have the A14 which is already over trafficked.

Felixstowe has very limited greenfield areas that are accessible by footpaths, 
country lanes or bridleways. It must not be said that because brownfield sites are 
limited the greenfield areas will need to be used. Instead it should be said that 
Felixstowe cannot expand beyond its brownfield sites.

Other Suffolk towns are surrounded 360 degrees by accessible countryside.
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Any houses that Felixstowe cannot put on brown field sites should be built attached 
to other towns and excellent public transport put in place to carry employees to 
employment centres in the district.

In conclusion, Areas 166, 502, 647,166A, 166B, 166C, 502A, B, C D and E must not 
be built on. These make up Felixstowe's last pieces of countryside which are essential 
for the well-being of its residents, its visitor appeal, buffer for the AONB, local wildlife 
and the quality of Britain's overall environment. Once lost this can never be recovered.

We believe that the concept of such a major build in Felixstowe is untenable.

After hearing a number of responses, the Felixstowe Town Council agreed the following 
Substantive Resolution. This resolution will be considered by the Suffolk Coastal District 
Council over the next months.

This Council totally rejects the Entec* report.

Felixstowe Town Council recognises that there is significant concern in the town 
regarding any potential loss of countryside. The Council believes there is a need for 
some additional housing over the long term but recognises that there are concerns over 
the number, timing and location of those homes.

We request that Suffolk Coastal District Council take steps to phase the allocation of 
any new sites at a rate of no more than 70 homes per year on distributed sites, whilst 
ensuring that infrastructure provision precedes any further allocation of large sites.

The phasing should be subject to:
 . Outstanding planning permissions eg. South Seafront land, Convent
 . Windfall sites eg. Deben High School
 . Proven continuing need demonstrated by periodic needs assessments
 . Housing types and sizes targeted especially for the older population and younger
     first time buyers

Prior infrastructure provision should include: 
           . Road access - local and trunk roads              .
  . Sewerage capacity
           . Electrical supply capacity
           . School provision
           . Health facilities

The Grove and Millennium Wood should be protected in planning policy.

Allotments, playing fields, golf range, stables, Rifle Club should be preserved as 
far as practicable in their current location - improved provision and availability  if 
possible.

Areas closely  related in use to the Grove, Millennium Wood, Eastward Ho should 
be preserved for leisure and informal recreational purposes.

( * Planning consultants Entec have been appointed to advise the Suffolk Coastal District 
Council where housing might be located on the edges of Felixstowe and the Trimleys if 
new housing is dispersed rather than being concentrated in one location.)
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Response by The Felixstowe Society to the Substantive Resolution

The Felixstowe Society wishes to comment on a number of issues raised by the Town  
Council in its Substantive Resolution sent to the Suffolk Council District  Council in 
response to the LDF Core Strategy.

We fully support the rejection of the Entec  Report.

We also fully agree with the second paragraph concerning the potential loss of 
countryside and concerns over the number, timing and location of any additional future 
housing.

However, we reject paragraph three which includes the statement that ' Suffolk Coastal 
District Council take steps to phase the allocation of any new sites at a rate of no more 
than 70 homes per year on distributed sites'. The reasons for our objection are as follows:

- Any allocation must be based solely on local needs.
- Any allocation must be based on the availability of brown field sites.
- Any  housing required in excess of the two points above should be redistributed    
 across the remainder of the Suffolk Coastal District.

In addition to the three points above, the phasing should be subject to :

- Outstanding planning permissions, eg. South Seafront land, Convent.
- The availability of any new brown field sites.
- Proven continued local needs - Felixstowe should not be targeted for further 
 major growth.
- Housing types and sizes to be targeted especially for the older population   
 and first time buyers.

We agree with all the points listed concerning Infrastructure provision.

We agree that The Grove, Millennium Wood and Eastwood Ho must be protected 
from any development, as should all the other Greenfield sites in Felixstowe.

Allotments, playing fields, golf range, stables, rifle club  must  be preserved on their 
current locations

To summarise, the Society accepts that there will be a need for additional housing in our 
area. It should be developed in accordance with local needs using brown field sites. 
There is an especial need for affordable housing.

We are against the proposal that Felixstowe should be targeted for major growth. 
Such growth must be equitably distributed across the whole of Suffolk District.

This response by the Society was sent to Town Councillors. 

It is suggested that members keep a look out in the local press etc. for the next 
consultation phase and response as appropriate to the Suffolk Coastal District 
Council and their own Town and District Councillors.
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The following is an extract from the Suffolk Coastal website 
(www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk) which refers to a proposal for a new conservation area.

Felixstowe South Proposed Conservation Area

Suffolk Coastal is thinking about creating a new conservation area in part of Felixstowe 
South to extend the protection given to the town’s important late Victorian and Edwardian 
architectural heritage as a seaside resort. (The map shows the extent of the new area.)

You may know that there is already a large conservation area that covers central 
Felixstowe.  The new area will take in the grid of streets laid out by Colonel Tomline in the 
late 1800s and key features including the Sea Road frontage, Martello Tower Q and its 
former military compound. The combination of residential, commercial and leisure uses are 
all important to the area.

What effect will creating a conservation area have?

The Council hopes that, if the conservation area proposal is supported and agreed, 
English Heritage may provide a partnership scheme with us, which will provide grant aid 
for the repair of buildings and the reinstatement of lost features.  We will publish details on 
the website should this happen.

The local planning authority  must reserve and enhance its conservation areas and take 
that into account when deciding planning applications.  If a conservation area is created it 
will also mean that:

• Consent is required to demolish a building.
• Notice must be given to the Council before works are carried out to trees in the area.
• The details of the limits of what works may be carried out without planning permission 

are different.

If the conservation area is supported the special and distinctive character of Felixstowe 
South, with its grid layout, terraces, balconies, bay windows, decorative cast ironwork, 
verandas and good late Victorian and Edwardian architecture will be protected for the 
future.

In addition the Council is considering making what is called an Article 4(2) Direction for 
all houses built before 1926 in the proposed conservation area. The idea is to protect all of 
the features that contribute to the character of the area including front windows and front 
doors, front boundaries, roofs, balconies, chimneys and brickwork from removal or 
unsympathetic replacement.  Householders would need consent to change these features. 
Such an Article would not be retrospective nor apply to new or the interior of the property.  
Households making necessary repairs will be entitled to apply  for a grant from English 
Heritage.

�����������

The Society fully supports this proposal - see letter on page 9
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Seamills

Experimental seamills are slowly overcoming the problems of having rotors underwater to 
drive turbines. The fibreglass blades on one of the early  seamills in America were 
smashed by currents of 10 k/m per hour (6 miles per hour) and the aluminium and 
magnesium rotors of the second design did not last much longer. Last year a third design 
using rotors made of tough aluminium alloy proved successful.

This predicable source of energy may have potential around our coast and in our rivers 
and is already in use off Northern Ireland, Norway and in France.

Seamills are certainly less obtrusive than the huge windmills springing up on land and sea.

Malcolm Stafford
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Sauntering in Suffolk
New Saunter with Rev. Stan Davis

Talk on Tuesday 25 November 2008

A full house as usual for the most popular speaker. Unfortunately this was to be his last 
presentation to the Society as a well earned retirement beckoned.

We started with our jolly musical introduction and a reminder that we had previously talked 
about visits to Wickham Market and Westleton, so we started this evening with a visit to 
Walberswick whose seafaring village sign reflects the past. The ruined church tower 
stands proudly as a landmark to those at sea.

The pleasant houses around the village green have attracted artists over many years and 
it was a favourite spot of Wilson Steer early in the 20th century.  Many of  the beautiful  and 
recognisable seaside scenes by William Bowyer also feature in Walberswick.

A prosperous town in medieval times from trading in fish and corn etc, but events changed 
prosperity  to poverty, a series of fires, floods, erosion and bubonic plague (the dreaded 
BLACK DEATH) led to decline. Today a new church has been built within the ruins of the 
old.  There are quaint shops, tea rooms, inns and galleries.  

Just across the estuary  (crossed by ferry) is the smart little town of Southwold with its brick 
and colour washed Georgian houses.  It is, of course, famous for its new pier and beach 
huts and also Adnams Brewery, the latter of which I have no knowledge.  A national nature 
reserve overlooking the Blyth estuary is home to an interesting variety of waders and rare 
birds.  Only in Suffolk do we have such important road signs, noticed on our departure 
from Walberswick, as ‘SLOW DOWN TOADS’.

Our next visit was to Wenhaston, a small village that is approached via beautiful open 
countryside.  It is a neat and compact village with a school, post office, village hall and the 
Parish Church of St Peter.  The village is famous for its choirs and choral traditions.  St 
Peter’s Church has a whitewashed screen which was built to hide the medieval painting 
panels from Cromwell’s men. These are now recognised as the finest example of medieval 
art in England.  Many music lovers, bird lovers and garden lovers visit this village set in the 
heart of walking country.

Our final visit was to Yoxford which is locally known as the garden of Suffolk because it is 
surrounded by the parkland of three country houses. Yoxford means a ford wide enough 
for two oxen to cross. The village is packed with attractive timber houses featuring 
balconies and bow windows. Cockfield Hall was originally a magnificent Tudor house built 
during Henry VIII’s reign. It was altered in the 19th century but is still most impressive and 
has a thatched Victorian lodge in the village.  It is no wonder that this area is often referred 
to as the Jewel of Suffolk.

On behalf of all members of the Society our thanks to Stan for the wonderful presentations 
we have shared and our best wishes for the future.

Philip Johns
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Felixstowe TV
Talk given by Giles Meehan and David Jennings 

Tuesday 27 January 2009 

At our first speaker meeting of 2009 we had a most enjoyable presentation on Felixstowe 
TV by  Giles Meehan and David Jennings.  Felixstowe TV was founded by Chris Gosling in 
2004.  Since September 2006 Felixstowe TV has been part of Really Local TV LLP, based 
in Felixstowe and owned and run by its designated members, David and Giles.

Felixstowe TV has  been featured by local, national and international TV and radio and has 
impacted on the development of ‘local’ TV web sites across the country.  David and Giles 
showed us a number of clips of events that had taken place locally, which included the 
unveiling of the plaque at the East of England Co-operative Society’s store in Felixstowe 
together with an interview with our Chairman, Philip  Johns.  Felixstowe TV and Felixstowe 
Films also produced Felixstowe’s first ever full-length feature film, ‘The Lost Sock’, 
released online in episodes and premiered at the Spa Pavilion in July 2006.

Felixstowe TV is available to anyone free on the internet and is supported by sponsorship 
and advertising. There are other members of the team who cover news presentation and 
interviews.  They aim to give balanced coverage of all the events they record.

If you are able to go on to the internet, then do have a look at Felixstowe TV. It is 
fascinating to see the local events covered, and is a marvellous way of keeping up-to-date 
with what is happening in our town.

Our thanks to Giles and David for a real insight into the workings of our own local TV 
station.

Gillian Hughes                                                        

(Felixstowe TV’s website is www.felixstowetv.co.uk)
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 Boudicca
 Talk given by Mike McKeon on Tuesday 24 February 2009 

A nearly full St Andrew`s Hall was treated to an extremely detailed and interesting talk 
about the famous female warrior, who almost removed the Romans from our shores. Mr 
McKeon amazed his audience with the depth of his research and he delivered his talk with 
clarity and humour.

We were immediately introduced to the historical sources- Julius Caesar, Tacitus and Dio 
Cassus, and then had the period background explained to us so that the wider picture 
became evident. Fascinating maps of the local tribal tracks and Roman roads were 
displayed and explained, as well as the tribal patterns of East Anglia at Boudicca’s time. 
We were told about the Iceni, Trinovantes, Cantiaci, Atrebates and Catuvellauni, with the 
Druids causing mischief in the background.

Boudicca`s husband, Prasutagus, an Icenian king who had ruled as a nominally 
independent ally of Rome, left his kingdom jointly  to his daughters and the Roman 
Emperor in his will. However, when he died the Romans ignored his will. The kingdom was 
annexed as if conquered, Boudicca was flogged and his daughters were raped.

In AD 60, while the Roman governor, Gaius Paulinus was leading a campaign against the 
Druids on the island of Anglesey in North Wales, Boudicca led the Iceni, along with the 
Trinovantes and other tribes in revolt. They destroyed Camulodunum (Colchester), 
formerly the capital of the Trinovantes, but now a Roman settlement and site of a temple to 
the former emperor Claudius (built and maintained at local expense). Camulodunum was 
undefended and no prisoners were taken! Boudicca then turned her attention to London, 
but before she could put her plans into action she had to deal with the IX Roman legion, 
which had marched down from Lincoln. She diverted her army of followers and surprised 
the Romans, killing most of them. A few survivors returned to Lincoln and Boudicca 
marched on London.

Paullus Suetonious rushed back from Anglesey. He travelled by sea to Chester and then 
down Watling Street (A5) and got to London before Boudicca. He quickly realised that the 
position was hopeless and undefendable so he took what troops he had and retreated up 
Watling Street to a place in the Midlands, believed to be Mancetter. Here he found a 
defensive site and dug in and waited for the Britons to attack him. Boudicca sacked 
London and burned it to the ground, once again taking no prisoners. She turned her 
attentions now to Verulamium (St Albans), which suffered a similar fate.  At this point in 
time Boudicca was leading a mob  of undisciplined fighters, with a blood lust, who believed 
they could defeat anyone.

When the final battle took place the Romans had 10,000 men compared to Boudicca’s 
100,000. Some writers claim that there were at least 180-200,000 in her party, but this 
would have included women and children. The Romans prepared a site backing on to a 
forest with a slope which forced the Britons to advance up  it. Boudicca`s warriors were so 
confident they arranged their wagons in a semi circle behind them so that the women and 
children could observe the slaughter of the Romans.

So successful were the Roman tactics that 80,000 Britons were killed. This included 
women and children and the defeated Britons were chased back to East Anglia. 
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Boudicca`s body was never recovered. The defeated tribes were hunted down and the last 
remnants of the Iceni fled into the area around the Wash. These warrior farmers were sure 
of victory  and had not planted their crop. Many starved! Boudicca almost destroyed the 
Romans as there was a time when they considered withdrawing from Britain. The Iceni 

never recovered and the Trinovantes were never 
heard of again. East Anglia recovered slowly, but 
eventually became the most prosperous and 
successful area in England. Colchester never 
regained its former glory, London prospered 
tremendously and Verulamium was rebuilt and 
continued to be an important Romanised town.

The Romans never lost a set piece battle during the 
400 years that they were in Britain!
So in spite of all the legends surrounding this great 
iron age warrior we learnt that she was tall (over six 
feet), gracious, immensely  ferocious, had long hair, 
blazing eyes and rarely, if ever, took prisoners. She 
had the power to unite people and tribes, and was 
feared by the Romans. Her own tribal heritage was 
no stranger to a woman leader, but the Romans had 
difficulty coming to terms with a woman in command, 
totally contrary  to their culture, and also most  
Romans were rarely more than five feet six inches 

tall, so she was somewhat unnatural to them!

Boudicca`s uprising lasted not much more than six months, but the memory of it has lasted 
nearly two thousands years!

Phil Hadwen

In Search of Energy

There is an area in the world that is 8.6 million square kilometers (3.32 million square 
miles) and reaches temperatures of 45 degrees centigrade (113 degrees fahrenheit) that 
some believe could provide Europe with significant amounts of electricity in the future.

The Sahara Forest Project is testing solar plants in Oman and the United Arab Emirates 
with a view of turning the heat of the desert into an electrical source. One technology that 
already exists is Solar Panels which convert sunlight into electricity. Another is 
Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) which uses mirrors directed at water pipes or boilers 
which converts to steam that operates the turbines of generators and has been in use in 
California since 1988. The Sahara Forest Project is proposing building CSP plants which 
will heat sea water that will be condensed into distilled water for powering turbines and 
afterwards used for irrigation, hence the Forest in the name.

What has not been worked out is how to send the electricity more than 19,300 km 
(12,000 miles) to Europe.

Malcolm Stafford
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Conscientious Objectors of the First World War

In April 1916 Harry Stanton, a 21 year old clerk in the hat 
trade, arrived at Landguard Fort in Felixstowe where the 
army hoped to turn him into a soldier. When ordered to 
put on his uniform he refused and eventually a Corporal 
had to dress him.  ‘It’s the first time you’ve been waited 
on since you were a baby and it’ll be the last’ said the 
disgusted Corporal.  Stanton was one of the country’s 
first conscientious objectors (COs). When Britain had 
gone to war in August 1914 men had rushed to answer 
Kitchener’s famous call to arms – ‘Your Country Needs 
You’ – and while countries like France and Germany 
relied on conscripts Britain was proud to have an all 
volunteer army.

But by 1916 the insatiable appetite of the army and the 
increasing reluctance to volunteer meant that the Liberal 
government was forced into introducing conscription.  Men like Harry  Stanton, a Quaker, 
were given a chance to plead their case before a tribunal, but even if their argument was 
accepted the tribunals usually  sent them to the Non Combatant Corps, a new unit which 
would be part of the army but would not fight.  However some COs like Stanton considered 
that this too was helping the war effort and they refused to have anything to do with the 
army.  Soon there were 16 others like him being held at Landguard Fort.  After Stanton 
refused to parade, a military  policeman warned him he would soon be ‘pushing up the 
daisies’.  The Commanding Officer sentenced him to seven days detention at the Harwich 
Redoubt, the sunken circular fort built in Napoleonic times, which had been turned into a 
military prison.  After taking the ferry  across the mouth of the Harwich harbour he joined 
about 30 ordinary soldiers who had committed a variety  of crimes, ‘as fine a collection of 
blackguards as one was likely to meet’.

The Redoubt was ruled over by Sergeant Chalkey a man of ‘enormous girth with a voice to 
match’.  Some prisoners called him a brute, but another CO, Jack Foister, 22, who had just 
finished Cambridge, didn’t think this was fair ‘for he laughed and he joked as he promised 
me a hard life if I didn’t behave myself and only a bit less hard if I did’. Chalkey and Foister 
even ended in the guard room discussing pacifism dispassionately together.  Stanton’s first 
task was to clean the brass work of the well in the centre of the Redoubt and since even 
he could not argue that this would be helping the war effort he was happy to comply.  But 
when he refused to drill he was sent to one of the Redoubt’s three punishment cells which 
another conscientious objector called ‘small, dark, dirty dungeons’.  These cells were built 
end to end and the only light came through a window in the first cell which meant almost 
no light reached the third cell. Moisture trickled down the walls and the wooden floor was 
rotten and broken through in places. Stanton was sentenced to 48 hours ‘solitary’ here 
with bread and water punishment diet.

The COs in Harwich were surprised one day by a shout of ‘Guten Morgen’ from behind 
barred windows. They were German sailors captured off a German submarine. Rendel 
Wyatt, a 23 year old teacher, spoke German and he climbed on the shoulders of his fellow 
COs to reply.  He explained, to what must have been some very puzzled Germans, that he 
was sharing the same prison for refusing to fight them.  Some submariners shouted back 
that they approved – they  were Socialists against the war and said that is what they would 
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do next time. But eventually the army decided it had had enough. None of the 17 
conscientious objectors had given in despite the conditions in Harwich. They  were all 
brought back to Landguard and told they were to be shipped to France. Howard Marten, a 
former bank clerk, was warned that once across the Channel acts of disobedience would 
‘meet with the extreme penalty of death by shooting’ and that ‘friends in Parliament’ would 
be unable to do anything for them. In France they would still technically be members of the 
Non Combatant Corps, they would be on active service and liable to a field general court 
martial which had the power to sentence them to death.  A sergeant was detailed to make 
a list of their next-of kin so that they could be informed ‘if anything happened to us’ and at 
three in the morning on May 8 they  were woken and put on a train bound for 
Southampton.

A father who travelled to Felixstowe to try  to find his son discovered that all 17 had 
vanished. He wrote ‘I had a very sad and fruitless journey today. This trouble seems 
almost more than I can bear’.  But the men did manage to scribble two notes on the train 
to relatives telling them they  were on their way to France.  A porter at a stop on the 
outskirts of London posted one and a friendly guard posted the other during a stop at 
Basingstoke.  From Southampton they  were taken on board a troopship, the SS Viper, to 
Le Havre and later to Boulogne. In Boulogne the conditions were even worse than 
Harwich and Stanton said that among the military police there was ‘a lack of humaneness 
is almost a qualification for the job’.

Stanton and the others were sentenced to Field Punishment Number One – commonly 
known as ‘crucifixion’.  This meant that the offender had to stand against a wagon or gun 
wheel or, more usually, some other obstacle for two hours a day.  His arms were fully 
stretched out and tied to this obstacle. His feet were also tied up.  Every fourth day he was 
allowed a day  off. He was also on a punishment diet of bread and water. This could 
continue for 28 days.  Stanton said ‘We found it an exquisite torture.  One or two almost 
fainted under the strain’.

By now the 17 from Felixstowe had been joined in Boulogne by another 18 from around 
the country and, if anything, they became more determined in their stand. The army 
decided to court martial them for disobedience.  Jack Foister was one of the first four to be 
sentenced.  Paraded in front of about 1,000 soldiers on the outskirts of Boulogne he heard 
the verdict read ‘When on active service , refusal to obey an order.  Tried by court martial 
and found guilty’. There was a very deliberate pause and then ‘Sentenced to death by 
shooting’. Then there was a long pause. ‘This sentence has been confirmed by the 
Commander-in-Chief but afterwards commuted by him to one of penal servitude for ten 
years’. The men from Felixstowe were bound for prison but they were still alive. They had 
defeated the army which had failed in its attempt to force them into the war. They were 
eventually let out of prison in 1919 and, as Britain counted the casualties of war, they 
faced considerable abuse and discrimination when they tried to take up  their lives again. 
But they had made their point.  In the Second World War, the principle that these men had 
stood for had been more fully recognised.  While there were about 16,300 conscientious 
objectors in the First World War, this rose to 62,000 in the Second World War.  In Germany 
COs were executed for refusing to join the army but in Britain the lessons learned in the 
spring of 1916 had been taken to heart.

We Will Not Fight  by Will Ellsworth-Jones is published by Aurum £18.99.
Reprinted from the East Anglian Daily Times by kind permission of the Editor.
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Abbey Grove Woodland
Felixstowe's Woodland Trust Millennium Wood

 

Much has been happening in Abbey Grove over the last few months.
 

One of the highlights was the 10th anniversary celebration in December. During the course 
of the morning over thirty people turned up at the wood, some of whom had been involved 
in the original planting of the trees ten years ago. Mulled wine and mince pies were 
enjoyed by  all, a new hedgerow was planted along by Candlet Road and there was the 
opportunity to go on a guided walk of the woodland.
 

Abbey Grove continues to thrive thanks very much to all the hard work of  a group of 
Tuesday morning volunteers from The Felixstowe Society and Woodland Trust.
 

Projects this winter have included laying the hedge alongside the pony field. This particular 
hedge was rather 'leggy' and now it will thicken up and provide a good habitat for wildlife. 
 

Another task was coppicing an area of Hazel alongside the main ride. This served two 
purposes, it  will let more light into the area to encourage summer butterflies and 
secondly wildlife in general benefit if there is a shrubby region between the grass of the 
ride and the trees. The material from the coppicing has been put to good use as bean      

poles and peas sticks on the nearby 
Cowpasture Allotments,   as dead 
hedging material   in Abbey Grove and 
much has been used to create habitat 
piles for stag beetles and other wildlife.
 

The battle of the bramble has continued 
throughout the winter months although 
much is  now being shaded out by  the 
increased tree cover. Large areas of 
bramble   are being left undisturbed 
because it is an ideal habitat for birds 
and small mammals.
 

Throughout the year we are recording 
the wildlife seen in Abbey Grove. In 

October and February  we  carried out a small mammal survey and were thrilled to  find 
wood mice, bank voles, field voles and pygmy shrew. It was  good   to discover their 
preferred habitats so we can now increase such areas.  
 

Abbey Grove is a lovely place to visit at anytime of the year. It is lovely to see   the 
trees change with the seasons and to see the growth of real woodland on our doorstep.

 

For more information on the Woodland, please contact Bob Stoner, Woodland Trust 
Volunteer Warden of Abbey Grove. 01394 272959

Judith Hedges
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Gulpher Pond

Gulpher Pond is looking brilliant at the moment. Many thanks to   the members of The 
Felixstowe Society who are on the litter picking rota for Gulpher Pond. There was a lovely 
show of winter heliotropes around the pond in February and now the daffodils are in 
bloom. The ducks seem to have survived the cold winter well and hopefully we will see a 
good number of ducklings again this year. The Felixstowe Society volunteers work hard to 
maintain the pond and surroundings to be enjoyed by  all. Work includes shoring up the 
banks, maintaining the feeding platform and cutting the grass and shrubbery. Why not add 
Gulpher Road and pond to your list of walks, cycle rides or quiet drives. The overhanging 
willow tree must be one of the best around. 

Judith Hedges
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Felixstowe Bus Station and Garage

February 2009 saw the end of a piece of transport and social history when Felixstowe Bus 
Station and Garage was demolished in the seaside town on the Suffolk coast.  A low cost 
Lidl supermarket is to be built on the site which had been unkempt for many years and 
branded by some local people as an eyesore. The buildings at the junction of Langer 
Road/Garrison Lane had consisted of a bus garage with adjoining bus station, a 
confectionary/newsagents shop  and a fish and chip  restaurant/takeaway.  The garage and 
bus station were not central to Felixstowe but were situated in the south west part of the 
town and within close proximity  of the beach, pier and amusements, Pier Pavilion 
(demolished in the 1980’s) and the Spa Pavilion.

Despite exhaustive investigations with the records office, former employees and historians, 
and an appeal in the local press, no exact date could be ascertained as to the build date of 
the garage. In 1921/22 the Eastern Counties Road Car timetable states that vehicles 
departed from outside the Ordnance Hotel in Undercliff Road West, but by 1927 records 
show that a garage and passenger shelter had been erected in Langer Road, a roadway 
which led to/from a small dock basin, before the later development of Felixstowe Port.

A probable construction date would be 1924 as in 1925 authorisation was given to the  
Company for a petrol installation at the garage.  From 1929 bookings could be made for 
the express service from Felixstowe to London.  The building had an entrance/exit on to 
Langer Road but was later altered by  the addition of another set of double doors with an 
Enquiry/Booking office between the two sets of doors.  During the interim years various 
acquisitions of adjacent land saw the garage extended to the rear, the left hand side facing 
doors were blocked off, the office modified and staff restroom and toilet facilities were 
improved.  A  hard standing with concrete shelters remained as part of the bus station until 
demolition. 

In 1953, the Langer Road area of the town suffered severe flooding and loss of lives 
during the East coast floods.  Felixstowe was an out-station of Ipswich with it’s own 
allocation of vehicles serving the local area, as well as Ipswich.  As with many other 
operators, parcels could be paid for, left at the office, labelled and sent by bus to a 
specified destination.  One lady  recalled sending a suitcase containing Christmas presents 
for her relations, from Felixstowe to the North Norfolk coast via Norwich, which arrived 
later the same day – a distance of some eighty  plus miles.  The suitcase was duly 
collected, emptied and returned with the lady’s Christmas presents the next day to 
Felixstowe.  

Time table details, timing points and destination blinds remained as Felixstowe Ordnance 
until 1953 when they changed in 1954 to Felixstowe Bus Station.  In later years, most 
blinds on more modern vehicles changed to the ultimate destination only, eg Felixstowe or 
Ipswich, with no “via” points being shown.  Summer months at the resort saw 
advertisement boards outside the garage office and a kiosk situated on the sea front in the 
Town Hall area, announcing half and full day excursions to places of interest, which 
included Flatford Mill and Willy Lott’s Cottage, Dedham Vale, Wroxham and the Broads, 
and Sandringham.  An unusual day excursion was a Coast to Coast day out from 
Felixstowe to Clacton-on-Sea.
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Also operated during the summer months was a sea front service using a variety of mostly 
Bristol vehicles.  The service ran initially  between Cobbold’s Point in the east of the town, 
via the sea front to a position outside the docks.  Subsequently  the service was extended 
back from Cobbold’s Point, to Bawdsey  or Felixstowe Ferry to the docks. Adjacent to the 
docks was the Naval Air Station where delights such as Sunderland Seaplanes could be 
viewed over the fence from the top  decks of the open toppers.  The sea front service has 
in recent years, been reinstated using Ipswich Buses Chas. H. Roe bodied Leyland 
Atlantean. This vehicle and a Dennis Dominator open top subsequently gained City 
Sightseeing livery.  

Before port expansion at Felixstowe, Langer Road was a busy road, but it wasn’t until 
1967 that further modification to the garage was carried out.  A small parcel of land at the 
rear of the garage was purchased for the sum of £1,300, an ARP shelter was demolished 
and rear exit doors and a ramp installed.  Mostly, vehicles entered from Langer Road and 
exited at the other end of the building. Not surprisingly, there had been many accidents 
while buses reversed from the former Langer Road entrance into the garage.  

Day to day maintenance including fuelling, watering & cleaning were carried out as was 
servicing, light overhauls which included  engine repairs & clutch changes. Bodywork 
repairs were done at Ipswich whilst more serious accident damaged vehicles were sent to 
Norwich works.  The garage retained it’s fuelling facility and a bus cleaner operative until 
1987.  The front office closed in 1994 but the building was still classified as an outstation of 
Ipswich, and a storage facility for withdrawn vehicles awaiting disposal from the fleet.  
National Express used the bus station as a layover/departure point.  Final closure of the 
site came in 1995.  The condition of the building and adjacent shops deteriorated, interiors 
being trashed with windows and light fittings being smashed.  A fuel pump, long since 
disused since drainage of the storage tanks, and staff and toilet facilities remained to the 
end.  

Bus services in Felixstowe and to Ipswich are today operated by First Eastern Counties, 
whilst independent operators serve the town from other outlying areas.  

Thanks are expressed to 
the following, in 
compilation of this article: 
C A J Services,  Suffolk 
Record Office,  Evening 
Star – Felixstowe,  
Bernard Simpson,  Geoff 
Dodson,  Clive Norman,  
Maurice Doggett,  Stuart 
McNae  and former 
employees of Eastern 
Counties. 
Compiled and written by 
MARTYN HUNT 
Copyright Martyn Hunt
Permission granted to 
Alan Millar - Buses, 
01 03 2009 for 
publication.
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Research Corner (6)

We are not very good in Felixstowe in celebrating our successes; maybe this is the Suffolk 
trait of hiding our light! The last actual landing by foreign troops on English soil happened 
at the area we know as Cobbold’s Point on 2 July 1667, but apart from the events at 
Landguard Fort on the Darrel weekend nothing much is done by the town. I would suggest 
that a very  large majority of our school children, and many local adults, have little 
knowledge of this event. Therefore, when we mention 25 June 1909 I wonder how many 
people reading this article will know what happened on that day almost 100 years ago.

On that day Lord Claud Hamilton, Chairman of the Great Eastern Railway, officially 
opened the Spa Pavilion.

Felixstowe at that time was a seaside town of note and there was great debate about what 
to do with the land below the cliffs at Hamilton Gardens. Once a decision had been made 
not to run the road parallel to the shore line along the sea front, attention turned to 
developing the area. Firstly, about 1906, a band stand was erected, but with Felixstowe 
being a popular sea side resort for “a better class of people”, a more suitable structure was 
envisaged in which musical and other entertainments could be given. After several grand 
designs from a so-called specialist from London the Council turned to their local surveyor 
Harry Clegg, who had incidentally  initiated the bandstand.  He provided the plans for a 
pavilion, based on the floral hall at Bridlington, and incorporating the bandstand. It had 
seating accommodation for over 600 and was 100 feet wide and 50 feet deep. Built by 
local builder, H J Linzell, its main feature was a promenade 15 feet wide, which ran around 
the body of the hall in horse shoe form. The total cost of the building, which possessed 
every convenience for the comfort and refreshment of visitors, with necessary furniture, 
was £6,000. R C Notcutt, the well known landscape gardener from Woodbridge, was given 
the task of developing the land around the pavilion, and with the help  of the Council`s own 
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workmen there were charming terraces, decorative plants and delightful flower beds. 
Nothing was left to chance and the cliffs themselves were fortified and strengthened.

On the opening day  drenching rain fell throughout the proceedings, but nothing was to 
spoil it. The town and prominent buildings were decked with flags and banners and F W 
Canham and I W  Everett lent well-appointed coaches, drawn by  4 horses, to add to the 
dignity  of the occasion. The Chairman of the Council, Mr E H Woodmancy, supported by 
prominent residents met Lord Claud Hamilton from the 2:43 pm train at Felixstowe Town 
Station. A  procession was formed to the Pavilion by way of the High Road towards the golf 
links, turning down Maybush Lane, along Undercliff Road East, up Bath Hill, round 
Hamilton Gardens, along Ranelagh Road, Cobbold Road, Hamilton Road, Victoria Parade, 
Wolsey Gardens, Orwell Road to the Ordnance and then along to the Spa. Planks had 
been provided for the convenience of the visitors as the heavy rain had made the newly-
laid gravel unpleasantly soft. There were large crowds greeting the procession despite the 
inclement weather.

The formal proceedings took place on the band stand. The Chairman of the Council 
warmly welcomed Lord Hamilton and after a number of speeches, one of which related to 
the purity and health-giving qualities of the water taken from the cliffs, Lord Hamilton took 
much pleasure in officially  declaring the Spa Pavilion open. Following the opening 
ceremony the company was provided with tea by Mrs Woodmancy and Mrs Ward, during 
which they were entertained by a most enjoyable programme of vocal and instrumental 
music, under the direction of Sydney  Churcher. The programme included ‘In Memory`s 
Garden’ and ‘Prince Charming’, delightfully sung by  Miss Ada Tunks, both of which were 
encored, and Mr Selwyn Driver, who gave a humorous sketch. The instrumental pieces 
were greatly enjoyed. In the evening a large company of invited guests were entertained to 
dinner at the Felix Hotel by Mr E H Woodmancy.
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After a period of success and with tastes changing the Pavilion was closed in 1938 with 
the possibilities of a make-over. A United Divine Service was held there on Sunday 1 
October 1939, but on Saturday 25 October 1941 at 21:32 four high explosive bombs were 
dropped near the coast and below Hamilton Gardens. One scored a direct hit on the Spa 
Pavilion, badly damaging it. Ironically  it had recently been re-opened after re-building work. 
The following day German news in English announced that ‘a large warehouse near 
Harwich had been bombed’!

Having been re-built again (!) there was a grand re-opening ceremony on Friday 26 May 
1950 at 8 pm. After the National Anthem the Chairman of the Council (Councillor TC Eaton 
JP) presented Harry S Pepper, the Radio Variety Production Supervisor, who declared the 
Pavilion officially re-opened. At 8:30 pm the audience enjoyed the opening performance of 
the Summer Concert Season - Bubbles, the 1950 edition of Wilby Lunn and Will Seymour 
variety entertainment. Since then the Spa Pavilion has had its ups and downs, but it is still 
there. The sea-view lounge was added in 1960 and it continues to delight and entertain 
visitors and residents of the town, with about 100 shows a year. There are various events 
to celebrate the centenary, which will hopefully be well publicised, but this well-known 
building certainly deserves its moment of glory!  

Phil Hadwen

Planning Applications 

6 November 2008 to 26 March 2009

SCDC has GRANTED permission for the following:

Previous Applications

Land at Junction Garrison Lane and High Rd West:  Erect 6 Houses and 6 Flats.
10 Church Rd:  Single/two storey rear extension and insertion of window to front elevation.
65 and 76 Bath Rd:  Change of use from flats to one house.
51 Orwell Rd:  Build a three bedroomed bungalow.

Recent Applications  

107 Hamilton Rd:  Gaming Arcade. The Society  opposes this application.  This part of the town is 
not designated for leisure use.  We understand that the Local Plan intends that this type of activity 
should be confined to the sea front.  We also have concerns the late night effect on this part of the 
town.  For these reasons we object to this application.

Community Centre, Bath Hill:  Install security roller shutters, The Society understands the need 
for the improved security.  However, we strongly recommend that a local artist is employed to paint 
a mural with a suitable marine subject on the shutters.  This would enhance the appearance of the 
building on this prominent site in the Conservation Area and possibly deter the graffiti ‘artists’.

59 Hamilton Road.  Signage and Awning. We believe that this Application for fixed signage will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area and that the installation of a canvas awning is 
compatible with the Conservation Area. However, the awning appears to intrude into the public 
highway and we recommend that the opinion of the Highway Authority be sought.
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The following will have little effect on the Conservation Area :

59 Hamilton Rd (Cafe Nero): Change of use from A1 shop to A1/A3 Shop/Café.
Flats 2 and 4 Martello Place: Replace windows and doors.
Felixstowe Hospital, Constable Road: Front Porch.

Applications awaiting a decision

Proposed Units 1 - 3 St Felix Home for the Blind, 58 Princes Rd:  Conversion of residential 
home to form 3 dwellings etc.  The proposals for the conversion of the main building on this site will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Proposed Unit 5, St Felix Home for the Blind, 58 Princes Rd:  Use of land for the erection of 
one detached two storey dwelling and garaging and new vehicle access. Provided the design 
follows that shown on the plans, despite the loss of the garden, the new build will be sympathetic 
to the main house and other houses in the area and there will be little adverse effect on the 
Conservation Area.

Proposed Unit  4, St  Felix Home for the Blind, 58 Princes Rd:  Conversion and extensions to 
the coach house to form one dwelling.  The development of the coach house will have little effect 
on the Conservation Area provided the chimneys are retained as shown in the plans.
34 Queens Rd:  Convert one dwelling into two and erect an attached third dwelling, The Society 
objects to this proposal.  This development will create a big block not sympathetic to the area.  We 
also object to a high quality dwelling being converted into two dwellings of poor quality.  For 
example there is no external access from the front to the rear of the property and access through 
the houses would be constricted and inconvenient.  A future problem which would detract from the 
appearance of the property would be storage of refuse bins, presumably these would have to be in 
the front of the dwellings and thus detract from the appearance of the street scene.  We also note 
the comment in the supporting document concerning on street parking and doubt that it is 
accessible as stated.

Land between Orford Rd, Langer Rd and Manor Terrace, South Seafront:  Renewal.  Thank 
you for your letter dated 26 January 2009 inviting The Society to comment on the revised 
proposals for the above site.
The Society continues to object to the over development of the site.  There are just too many 
properties proposed and the scale of the buildings is too large and dominating for this part of 
Felixstowe.  We understand the efforts that have been made to meet flood risk criteria but the 
reduction in the size of the dwellings is a retrograde step. In our view fewer dwellings of a larger 
dimension would be preferable. It is likely that the size of the rooms and the overbearing 
appearance of the development could lead to a lack of buyers and that the development could 
become run down and be a future deprived area.
This site, somewhat isolated from the rest of the town, needs some community facilities. This part 
of Felixstowe lacks community facilities and the local primary school is oversubscribed.  Provision 
for community facilities should be included in the development.   On a minor note, we are at a loss 
to see from the plans what facilities have been made for waste collection and disposal

Land between Orford Rd, Langer Rd and Manor Terrace, South Seafront:  Renewal.  Thank 
you for your letter dated 26 January 2009 inviting The Society to comment on the revised 
proposals for the above site.
Further thoughts on our letter dated 6 February.  A visit to the site to imagine the effect of the 
above application created the impression of a dismal prospect of an architecturally bankrupt design 
unsympathetic to this area of Felixstowe.  This impression is strengthened by becoming aware that 
a site of similar density in Cambridge has been nominated for and has possibly received a 
prestigious architectural award.  While this design was modern and aimed at the Cambridge 
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environment we would hope something of that standard could be found for Felixstowe instead of 
what appears to be a design straight from the design book.

Sea Bank, Felixstowe Ferry:  Retention of first and ground floor extensions as built. This 
application causes confusion.  The 1993 applications appear to have been approved and the 
current build appears to have been discussed with and approved by SCDC Building Control.  It is 
therefore not clear why a re-submission is required.  Is it for additional windows and doors, some 
of which seem to be required to meet fire regulations?  Do the current extensions meet the original 
planning permission criteria?
The Society objects to this re-submission only until the above points have been clarified. 

7 Mill Lane:  Amendments to Planning Permission C07/2080.  The Society objects to this re-
application. The proposed extension impinges on and adversely affects No 5.  We cannot agree 
that this extension gives due consideration to the boundary with the house next door (SPG 16(1)).  
No 5 Mill Lane must have access to the side of the building for maintenance purposes and for the 
eaves and guttering to overlap cannot be right.  This extension overcrowds the site, does nothing 
for the neighbourhood and adversely affects the adjoining properties.

The following will have little effect on the Conservation Area:

York House, 2-4 York Rd:  Replace windows and door to means of escape.
Flat 2, 23 Bath Rd:  Erect porch and replace render, 2 doors and 4 windows.  These alterations 
will enhance the appearance of the rear of the building.
Spa Pavilion, Undercliff Rd West: 11 signs. 
 

Other Applications

95 Cliff Road, Felixstowe:   Retain Fencing.  We object to this Application for the reasons given 
below.
The as-built fence includes a conspicuous and unnecessary intrusion into the character of the 
street scene along Cliff Road.  (SPG 16 Para. 1.1).
We suggest that this unsatisfactory situation could be corrected if the as built sections of fence 
standing between Cliff Road and the street sign for Western Avenue be removed and at that sign 
the as-built fence be cut down in height and tapered up to as-built full height alongside the house. 
REFUSED by SCDC.

Stowe House, 105 Cliff Rd:  Erect 13 apartments & 2 single storey dwellings (First Application). 
REFUSED by SCDC.

Side garden 67 Tomline Road:  Erect 3 bedroomed dwelling.  The Society continues to regret the 
loss of open garden spaces.  We appreciate the efforts to make this building environmentally 
friendly, but because of the importance of the site within the Conservation Area we object to this 
application in its present form.
We doubt that the simple design of this new property will enhance the Conservation Area.  It would 
have been of help if there had been an architectural impression showing the relationship of the 
proposed building with other houses in the street.  Similarly, we would have liked information on 
how the materials to be used would have blended with the street scene.  
REFUSED by SCDC.

David Crawford
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Summer Visits 2009

All visits must be booked in advance using the separate form with the Booking Fee.  
Please provide a separate cheque for each visit.  Please also note the latest booking 
dates.

Wednesday 17 June – Cruise on the River Deben from Waldringfield to Felixstowe 
and back including a Ploughman’s lunch and a glass of sherry.  After our cruise we will be 
taken by coach to Woodbridge for free time before making our return to Felixstowe.
We will leave Felixstowe from Garrison Lane Car Park at 11.00 am and pick up en route at 
Great Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley.  Please note that we 
will not be picking up from the Cinema.  We expect to arrive back in Felixstowe at about 
5.00 pm.

The Booking Fee amounts to £20.00 and this includes coach travel and a tip for our driver, 
cruise with lunch and sherry and a visit to Woodbridge.
Please note that numbers are limited and early booking is recommended. We will need the 
completed Booking Form and Fee by Monday 8 June 2009.

Wednesday 22 July – Visit to Snape Maltings and The Red House.
We have planned a full day visit to Snape Maltings where we will have a conducted tour of 
the Concert Hall and in the afternoon we will visit The Red House in Aldeburgh, the former 
home of Benjamin Britten and his partner, the singer Peter Pears.  The Red House is an 
inspiring place to visit for anyone who loves music.
We will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.30 am and will pick up en route at Great 
Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley. Please note that we will not 
be picking up at The Cinema.

Our tour of the Concert Hall, Snape is planned for 11.00 am and The Red House tour will 
be at 2.30 pm. We will be staying at Snape Maltings until approximately 1.45 pm thus 
giving us sufficient time for lunch.  There are Café, Restaurant and Pub facilities at Snape. 
Please note that Picnics are not allowed.
We expect to arrive back in Felixstowe by 5.45 pm.

The Booking Fee amounts to £19.00 and includes coach travel and a tip for the driver, a 
conducted tour of Snape Concert Hall and a tour of The Red House.
Please note that numbers are limited to 30 and we will require the completed Booking 
Form and Fee by Monday 15 June 2009. 

Wednesday 19 August – Visit to Bawdsey Transmitter Block and Sutton Hoo
We have planned a full day visiting the Transmitter Block at Bawdsey where Bawdsey 
Radar Group have restored the Transmitter Block to create an excellent exhibition which 
provides a fitting tribute to the work that was done there to make radar an operational 
reality.  We then travel onto Sutton Hoo in time to get some lunch or have a picnic before 
we have an Edith Pretty Tour followed by a cream tea.  This tour focuses on Edith Pretty 
who instigated the excavation of the Anglo Saxon ship burial including access to Tranmer 
House (Edith’s former home).
We will be leaving Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.30 am and will pick up en route at Great 
Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley. Please note that we are not 
picking up at the Cinema.
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Our visit to the Transmitter Block is planned for 10.30 am and the Edith Pretty Tour will 
take place after lunch (time to be confirmed).  We expect to arrive back in Felixstowe at 
5.15 pm.

The Booking Fee amounts to £21.00 and includes coach travel and a tip for the driver, our 
visit to The Transmitter Block and Edith Pretty Tour and Cream Tea.  Please note that entry 
to the exhibition at Sutton Hoo is not included but entry can be purchased on the day.  
Please note that numbers are limited to 30 and we will require the completed Booking 
Form and Fee by Monday 27 July 2009.

Please note - members wishing to attend visits with wheelchairs or lightweight 
buggies will need to be accompanied by a fit adult to care for their needs at all times

Programme for 2009

Tuesday 19 May  AGM + Colonel Tomline, an alternative view!  An 
entertaining talk by David Tolliday, a prominent Felixstowe 
historian.

Wednesday 17 June *** Cruise on the River Deben including a glass of sherry and a 
cheese ploughman’s lunch.  Following this a coach drive to 
Woodbridge for time to explore this market town.

Wednesday 22 July *** A day visit to Snape Maltings and The Red House, 
Aldeburgh.  A guided tour of the Concert Hall in the morning  
and a guided tour of The Red House, the former home of 
Benjamin Britten, in the afternoon.

Wednesday 19 August *** A day visit to the Bawdsey Transmitter Block and then on 
to Sutton Hoo.  The morning visit to Bawdsey Transmitter 
Block will enable us to take in the atmosphere of the history of 
Radar.  The afternoon visit to Sutton Hoo will include the 
Edith Pretty Tour and a cream tea.  There will be time for 
members to have lunch in the restaurant at Sutton Hoo or 
enjoy a picnic.

Saturday 19 September Beachwatch 2009.  Details in the September Newsletter.

Tuesday 22 September   Old Felixstowe.  An illustrated talk by Phil Hadwen.

Tuesday 27 October    Felixstowe Then and Now (1) – The Reunion Gallery,
      Gainsborough Road.  An illustrated talk by the team 
      from the Gallery.

Tuesday 24 November An evening with …. two long-standing local residents share 
with us their memories of Felixstowe.

All speaker meetings are held in St Andrew’s Church Hall at 7.30 pm.  Members £1 Visitors £2
***  Booking Forms for these Visits are enclosed with this Newsletter
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If you wish to join The Society,
remove this page from the Newsletter,
complete both columns and send it to 
Betty Woollan at the address given on the 
back page with a cheque payable to The 
Felixstowe Society for the correct 
subscription, and enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 

Archives/Exhibitions

Litter clearance

Monitoring planning applications

Newsletter delivery

Organising activities

Survey work

Secretarial work

Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 

Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) in the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ......................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
The Society’s reclaims on your donation 
in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.



If you wish to join The Society please read on

The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published the ‘The Cotman Walk’ and 
‘Walking around Felixstowe’ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, and send it with your membership subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope 
for the return of the receipt to;

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single      £5
Joint Membership - two people at same address   £7
Life Membership - single     £50
Life Membership - two people at same address £70
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
 Non - commercial     £12
 Commercial      £15
Young people under the age of 18   Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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