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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Trish Hann, 49 Foxgrove Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7JU, 271902
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £5
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address! £7
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £12
! ! !       ! ! Commercial! ! ! ! ! !       £15
! ! ! Young people under the age of 18! !           Free

! ! ! ! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the
! Tourist Information Office, and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! May.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

I normally start our January Newsletter by wishing everybody a Happy New Year! So 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all.

Itʼs funny but it always takes me until Easter to become used to writing 2011 on 
correspondence and cheques etc instead of 2010.  It was even worse when we left the 
1990s and entered the 2000s.

A warm welcome to our new members: Stella Bacon, Mr & Mrs P Clarke, Octavia Gibb, 
Julian Mathias, Paddy & Mary Tibbenham and Gail Westbrook.

Sadly I have to report the deaths of Margaret Berry  and Jane Taylor.  Both Margaret and 
Jane regularly attended our speaker meetings and enjoyed our annual visits.  They will be 
sadly missed.

I am pleased to report that the Societyʼs commemorative plaque scheme has had a fine 
start much to the credit of our instigator, George Buckland (please see the article on the 
next page) . We now have the following plaques in place:

1. Aircraftsman Shaw (Lawrence of Arabia)
2. Sir Frank Whittle (Jet Pioneer) – both at Felixstowe Port
3. Sir John Mills (actor) in Gainsborough Road
4. Captain N Darrell at Landguard Fort for his defence in 1667

The cost of these plaques has been met by organisations and individuals and not from 
The Society funds.

This last sentence brings me to The Societyʼs finances which, as I reported in our 
September 2010 newsletter, although in ʻgood shapeʼ, year on year increases in costs of 
Insurance, Newsletter printing, Affiliations etc have to be met from membersʼ subscriptions.  
After much discussion and suggestions by members of the Executive Committee, it was 
decided that Life Membership should be abolished.  This would enable us to defer any 
increase in Subscriptions until 1 January 2012 and that such increase should be as 
modest as possible.  In consequence from that date Annual Subscriptions will be:

Single  – from £5 to £7
! Double  – from £7 to £10
! Corporate  – (non-commercial) from £12 to £15
! Corporate  – (commercial) from £15 to £20

It is important to remember that The Societyʼs main source of income comes from 
membersʼ subscriptions and that we have held them at the old level for eight years.  I 
expect these increases to last well into the future.

Philip Johns
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People and Plaques

With the support of The Felixstowe Society, one of our members, George Buckland, has 
embarked on a campaign to place commemorative plaques on local buildings associated 
with people of note.  In August the first plaques were erected at the Port of Felixstowe.  
One commemorates Sir Frank Whittle, the Jet Pioneer, who worked at the then RAF 
Felixstowe as a seaplane test pilot in the 1930s, later being posted to Cranwell where he 
worked on jet propulsion. The second plaque commemorates T E Shaw, otherwise 
Lawrence of Arabia, who, whilst stationed at the Base also in the 1930s, worked on the 
development of seaplane tenders, forerunners of what eventually became air-sea rescue 
launches.

October saw the first plaque in the town itself when the famous actor, Sir John Mills, was 
remembered at No 9 Gainsborough Road.  Plans are now under way for the next batch of 
plaques in Felixstowe and The Trimleys. People to be honoured include a former BT 
engineer, an actress, an explorer, Fort Governor and various Royal personages from 
Prussia to Portugal – not forgetting a woman who nearly became Royalty!  Watch this 
space!

David Gledhill, Chief Executive, Felixstowe Port
George Buckland

Jon Garfield, Mayor
Jan Garfield, Mayoress
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The Misadventures of Michael the Monk

As you pass the Old Felixstowe village sign at the 
corner of Gosford Way and Church Road, spare a 
thought for Michael the Monk (heʼs the chap sitting 
in the corner of the sign). Heʼs been ʻin the warsʼ in 
the last few years, although heʼs OK now, thanks to 
the generosity of local people. 

In April 2002, Michael was brought crashing to the 
ground by strong winds. The supporting post had 
rotted, and the sign broke when it hit the ground.  
After being kept safely in storage, the sign was 
refurbished by builder and joiner Graham Watts, 
using supporting ironwork supplied by Kirton 
blacksmith Alec Jacobs, who had worked on the 
original. 

On the 1st of July 2003, the Mayor of Felixstowe, 
Doreen Savage, unveiled an engraved plate 
commemorating the restoration of Michael to full 
health.   Thanks to the generosity of local people, an 
appeal launched by OFCA, which looks after the sign, 
raised enough money to pay for the work and set up a 
small fund to cover future routine maintenance.

Sadly, Michael was to suffer another blow at the hands 
of the weather – one that caused more damage than 
could be paid for from the Associationʼs limited funds.  
In January 2007, the top half of the sign was snapped 
off during a gale.

OFCAʼs Membership Secretary Elaine Wright 
arranged for Michael to be stored 
in the Community Centre in Ferry 
Road while enquiries were made 
as to how much repairs would 
cost - and indeed, given the 
seriousness of the damage, as to 
whether they were even 
possible.

While these enquiries were in 
progress, the members of 
Felixstowe Morning WI produced 
a special commemorative panel 
illustrating the history of the sign 
up until March 2007.  (This is 
now on permanent display in the 
Coffee Lounge at the Centre).
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That there was once again a happy outcome was due in large measure to the late 
Councillor Ann Rodwell who, when approached by OFCA Vice-President David Houseley, 
allocated £650 from her locality budget towards the repair costs, and the  work was duly 
carried out by expert restorer Mark Bridges of Trimley.  

The sign was completely stripped, filled where necessary and the varnish applied in 2003 
was replaced by enamel paints that restored the original 1979 colours. A newly 
resplendent Michael was back in place in September 2007, since when he has, thankfully, 
continued to keep his eye on the Community Centre, the church, the village green …and 
the pub.  

Laurence McDonald

Quiz Night
This yearʼs Quiz Night will be held on Friday 21 January at St Felix Church 

Hall, Gainsborough Road.  The starting time will be 7 pm for 7.30 pm, finishing 
around 10.15 pm.  There will be teams of 6 to 8 people and a prize for the 

winning team. There will also be a raffle.

 Tickets will cost £7.50 which will include a fish and chip supper.  There are 
alternatives of sausage and chips or vegeburger and chips. 

 Please bring your own drinks, cutlery and condiments.

Please let Phil Hadwen know if you would like to attend by contacting him at 54 
Fairfield Avenue, telephone 286008, also letting him know your choice of 

supper. He will take payments on the night. 

The closing date is Friday 14 January.

We look forward to seeing you on Friday 21 January.
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

The Executive Committee of The Felixstowe Society will be considering suggestions for 
this Award during March 2011. If members have any proposals will they please complete 
the form enclosed with this Newsletter.
  
This should be for developments completed during 2010.

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows:

! To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town.

! To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial
! contribution to the town (particularly important).

! To encourage such developments in the future.

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated.  The list below suggests 
some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering nominations for the 
Award:

Is the scheme in character with the surroundings?  This may depend upon the area having 
a distinct identity.  It need not necessarily be in character if it is to serve as a focal point or 
terminates an important view.

Is the scheme in scale?  (Scale is not size. It is the relationship of one building to another.  
Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from the area.)

For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, or is it a 
restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designersʼ intentions?

Is the scheme well detailed?  Have sympathetic materials been used?  Has colour been 
applied imaginatively? Have any aspects such as signs, down-pipes, paving, been 
considered only as an after-thought?  Have too many, or too few, materials been used and 
are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified whole?

Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality? If it is an older 
scheme, has it stood the test of time?  Is maintenance suffering?

Does the scheme create an impact? Would it be good to have similar schemes 
elsewhere?  Is it an example of good practice?

Not all these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last two points 
will always be important.
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Audley End
Visit on Wednesday, 23 June 2010              

We arrived in the coach park at Audley End at 11am after an uneventful  journey which 
took us through attractive countryside that we were able to enjoy whilst Clive kept his eyes 
on the road ahead. As we clambered out of the coach our arrival had been noted  and our 
meeter and greeter Susan soon appeared and explained the plans for the day and the  
general  layout of the grounds and  more importantly the facilities we might need over the 
next few hours.  As we wandered across the lush green grass leading up to the main 
house Susan pointed out the Polish War Memorial on our right - apparently  Audley End 
was the headquarters of the Polish section of the Special Operations Executive between  
May 1942 and December 1944. Soldiers who volunteered to join this branch of the 
underground movement trained here in readiness for their parachute drop into their 
German-occupied home country. Their task was extremely hazardous – of the 316 men 
and one woman, 108 died.  Later that morning as we ambled through the grounds  we 
were able to  imagine what an ideal training area this was  – a 2 mile circuit, assault 
course, ropes strung from trees across a water course, firing range where they practised  
with different revolvers, rifles and machine guns in the dark at moving targets.  
Accommodation was available in the house where all the furniture had been removed and 
metal beds installed and the panelling covered.                                                                                                                        

By now we had reached the main house which was built as a palace in all but name – an 
outstanding mansion dating back to the 17th century with the view to entertain royalty on 
occasions. In the new Visitor Information Centre we were able to get the latest updates 
and plan the best way to explore this wonderful estate. To wander through the beautiful 
grounds and pastoral parkland designed by Capability Brown, savour Robert Adamsʼ 
ornamental garden buildings including the Tea House bridge  which was used by the family 
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and their guests for playing cards and drinking tea and the beautiful  Elysian  Garden 
cascade we felt as if we were in a different world. A walk to the Temple of Concorde built in 
1790 in honour of George III on the highpoint of the estate where we enjoyed the stunning 
views of Audley End House and the surrounding countryside. In the flourishing Victorian 
Kitchen Garden now in its 11th year of restoration old varieties of fruit, vegetables and 
flowers continue to thrive.  Before leaving this area the attraction of the 17th century Stable 
yard beckoned where a multimedia exhibition  described the development of the estate. 
One could listen to a re-enactment of the lifestyle of the workers. Here we heard the 
working conditions of the head horseman compared with those of the 14 year old new lad 
whose small income helped provide a little extra cash for his parents and younger siblings. 
The housekeeper explained her role in the 1800s and the staff she had under her.

After a short refreshment stop we enjoyed a leisurely stroll back along the Lime Tree walk 
and through the parterre the 19th century formal flower garden at the rear of the building.  
This was designed to be admired from the first floor rooms.  At the allotted time we arrived  
at the front porch in readiness for our tour of the house. Rodney our guide explained that 
Audley End  was built on the foundations of Walden Abbey - a Benedictine monastery 
established in the 12th century  and suppressed in 1538 when Henry VIII granted Lord 
Thomas Audley, his Chancellor, to convert the monastic buildings  to a grand family house. 
His successors in their time all left their mark on the buildings or in the grounds sometimes 
in anticipation of the occasional royal visitor. After the second  World War in 1948 the 
house was purchased by the nation from the 9th Lord Braybrooke. Rodney delighted in 
showing us the elaborately decorated rooms ranging from small and intimate dressing 
rooms, bedrooms  and sitting rooms to the magnificent Great Apartments. We marvelled at 
the paintings in the picture gallery which included the odd Holbein, Lely and Canaletto and 
the charming chapel vestibule and chapel. Would our weary brains retain all these facts 
and figures. Perhaps a trip to the restaurant would help our memories to do just that. The 
restaurant was formerly the Servantsʼ Hall and following a top-up here we had just enough 
time for a quick  visit to the kitchen, pastry larder, cookʼs room, scullery and dry larder, wet 
and dry laundry, meat safe, game larder, coal shed and dairy.

Four oʼclock came just a bit too soon and we reluctantly clambered aboard our coach for 
the return journey. Whether Keith had had a quick word with the Met. Office who 
guaranteed clear blue skies and wall-to-wall sunshine and did Clive arrange the traffic 
reports so the burst water main causing 7 miles of tailbacks, the lorry on fire emitting thick 
smoke to drift across both carriageways, the minor shunt blocking the outside lane and the 
inevitable road works would not affect any of the roads along which we would travel, we 
shall never know.  All we had to do was to sit back and enjoy another delightful day out.  

Elizabeth Horn             

( the above photo is of the rear view of Audley End )
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Trip on the River Stour and Visit to the Museum of 
Mechanical Music and Bygones

Just the weather for messing about on a river which is exactly what some members of The 
Felixstowe Society did on the morning of Wednesday 21 July 2010.  Whilst two groups 
tested the waters of the River Stour the rest of us enjoyed refreshments at the Granary 
Riverside Tea Room which occupies part of the building where the River Stour Trust has 
its headquarters.  

Situated on a backwater of the Stour originally a Georgian warehouse as is the adjacent 
Quay Theatre these buildings have been tastefully restored.  Seasickness pills at the 
ready we swapped places with the other 2 groups. Elsie Mary is an electric launch,  
Francis J is a specially adapted pontoon-style with an outboard engine and can 
accommodate two wheelchairs. Rosette and her sister boat Stour Trusty II are elegant 
Edwardian style electric launches. 

Trevor our captain  gave the Health and Safety  talk before Peter gave us a running  
commentary. Way back when Queen Anne was on the throne in 1705 an Act of Parliament 
was passed allowing the Stower now Stour to be navigable from Sudbury to Manningtree. 
Cargo including bricks from the nearby Ballingdon Brick Works and farm produce was 
transported to Manningtree and loaded on to sea-going vessels bound for London and 
return trips included coal and manure.  Some of these bricks can be seen in landmarks 
such as Science Museum, St Pancras Station and the Royal Albert Hall. We drifted silently 
passed willow tree-lined banks – the wood of which is destined for China to be turned into 
cricket bats!!!. 

The River Stour Trust try to promote harmony between fish and wildlife in the 10 to 12 feet 
deep  waters  – the clearest it has ever been. Apparently 6 foot of blanket weed can grow 
in 2 days and starve such fish as carp, tench, rudd, roach, pike and a few trout which now 
live here. Dragonflies darted back and forth from the water lilies near to the banks.  After 
our cruise we were allowed 2 hours free time to explore the town.

The library is a fine building, originally a Corn Exchange for over 100 years, and which 
Nicolas Pevsner described as the early Victorian sense of security, superiority and 
prosperity. Carved high on the facade is a group of reclining reapers with their tools 
against a stook of sheaves. This delightful building was fortunately saved from demolition 
and skilfully converted into a library in 1969. Inside the balconies give an airy feeling of 
space and the Family History Society occupy part of this area.  

On leaving here a few hundred yards to the west is Gainsborough Street and the house 
where a certain Thomas Gainsborough was born in 1727. Much of his early work depicts 
local scenes and people and his house is now a national museum dedicated to the artist 
and offers visitors contemporary art exhibitions, a  gift and coffee shop and a chance to 
enjoy the tranquil  walled garden complete with an ancient mulberry tree.  

Retracing our steps  through the market place and passed the statue of the 
aforementioned Thomas Gainsborough, palette in his hand  looking towards his birthplace, 
we ventured into St Peterʼs church. We  were soon ushered out by a group of artists 
setting  an exhibition but not before we noticed the slight misalignment of the east end. 
Sometimes known as a weeping chancel - a relatively common phenomenon in parish 
churches and often thought to symbolise Christʼs hanging head on the cross.  A quick 
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glance to the right is the font bowl which dates from the 15th century and which, in 1654 
during the Civil War, the townʼs mayor wanted removed  from the church and set up as a 
drinking trough for his horses.  Luckily the horses refused to use it. By now we were back 
on the street and with the town hall close by, behind which in Gaol Street the Tourist 
Information Centre now occupies what  was once the town gaol.  

One could spend a fascinating 2 to 3 hours in the Sudbury Heritage Centre and Museum 
viewing over 600 photos caught on camera, learning the effect of war on a small market 
town and the tribute to the 236 local men who died in the Great War and the 60 men who 
lost their lives in the many theatres of WW2 on land sea and air.  A large section was 
devoted to the USAAF 486 Bomb Group who flew their mighty Liberators and Flying 
Fortresses from nearby airfields for operations over occupied Europe and the 200 young 
airmen who did not survive. 

Our final visit of the day was to the Museum of Mechanical Music and Bygones in the 
charming village of Cotton.  Our first impression of this ramshackle collection was 
strangely re-assured when the tour commenced and the fascinating musical medley of 
home entertainment from the early 1800ʼs through to the mid 20th century was explained 
with hands on demonstrations.  

The late Robert Finbow had a passion for acquiring musical instruments and sharing his 
enthusiasm with the general public.  When his renowned Finbowʼs Yard retail outlet 
business included house clearances his dream was realised and he traded in anything 
from small musical boxes to steam engines.   We heard the haunting melodies of the 
ingenious cylinder and disc-playing music boxes, hand-wound table-top organettes, 
automatic pianos and a variety of mesmerising musical novelties which were hugely 
popular during those bygone years.  Barrel organs and street pianos reproduced their 
unique sounds as they did originally to entertain town and city dwellers in the 
thoroughfares and public halls and venues of decades long ago.

 As we moved around the museum lights flashed, little drummer boys drummed, 
percussion instruments clashed and the whole building came to life. In little alcoves other 
pieces of memorabilia brought back memories to us older ones of  “ remember  when we 
had one of those or was life really that hard in those days”. As the lights dimmed the 
spotlight concentrated on the mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ as it rose majestically 
into view and we enjoyed our refreshments and toe tapped through the medley of tunes 
the organist played: some of the many tunes that were popular at the time it was 
constructed.  

This Wurlitzer was built in New York in 1926 and 3 years later shipped to England and 
installed in the Luxury Theatre in Leicester Square. By the 1960s it was stored in 
Southend before a few alterations prior to its move to Diss.  It was installed in Cotton in the 
early 1980s where it has undergone a major overhaul with several thousand pneumatics 
re-leathered and over 100 missing pipes replaced.  With the ringing of tunes in our ears it 
was time for our journey home safe in the hands of Clive and his trusty coach.  

Elizabeth Horn
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Kentwell Hall

Visit on Wednesday, 18 August 2010 

On arrival at Kentwell Hall we were fortunate to be greeted by the owner, Patrick Phillips, 
an imposing figure, who gave a brief introduction to the Hall.  He had acquired Kentwell in 
1971 with the firm resolve to restore the house and recreate the gardens.  He and his wife, 
Judith, who he married in 1976, have spent the intervening years on this epic project and 
the result is a fascinating combination of an interesting house and a friendly home.

Although originally it was thought that only close family would be interested in the 
restoration, over time it became apparent that there was a genuine interest from many 
outsiders and so the house and gardens were opened to the public whilst the work was in 
progress.

The house has evolved over the centuries from an original Hall House of about 1500 to the 
E plan of circa1540 which became typical of the Elizabethan era. Kentwell is a beautiful 
mellow red-brick fully moated Tudor mansion.

As we crossed the front bridge and moat we had been told to look out for the fish which 
always seem to know when there are visitors about and are hopeful for some food.  A 
number of our group had purchased some fish food and we watched with amazement as 
hundreds of fish fought to get some of this as it was thrown into the water.    We then 
moved into the courtyard and maze – the maze is not the usual hedged type where you 
wonder if you will get lost and ever get out again!  This was a maze formed of brick and 
stonework which gave instructions as to which way to go.  It made a beautiful entrance 
path to the House.
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Once inside the hall we moved from room to room: the Housekeeperʼs Room, the Panelled 
Room, the little Dining Room, the Main Dining Room, the Great Hall and on through many 
other rooms.  Information Boards were available in each room which kept us up-to-date on 
the continuing work and changes which have been made.

Kentwell is not the usual stately home and although full of interesting history it must be a 
delightful place in which to live.

The gardens at Kentwell are another special feature.  There is a dovecote, fishpond, 
walled garden, sunken garden, Pied Piper topiary, sculpted tree, wild flower meadow, to 
name just a few of the lovely areas to be visited.  There is also a working farm which is run 
on non-intensive and traditional lines.  The farm started off with a Jersey house cow, then 
came the Tamworth pigs (magnificent!) and Norfolk Horn sheep.  Then British White cattle 
which were replaced by Longhorns and Suffolk Punch horses.  Later came the Bagot 
goats and last the massive Poitou donkeys, which are quite extraordinary.

Kentwell Hall also hold re-enactments with costume events of the Tudor,Victorian and 
WW11 eras.  Definitely worth looking into I would think.

It was a great day out and our thanks to Keith and Elizabeth for the time and trouble taken 
to organise another successful Felixstowe Society visit.

Gillian Hughes

Felixstoweʼs New Conservation Area
Talk by Robert Scrimgeour on Tuesday, 26 October 2010

The Society was extremely fortunate to obtain the services of Robert Scrimgeour, the 
Senior Design + Conservation Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Robert has always been a great supporter of our Society, so it was a delight to invite him 
to talk on the Felixstowe South Conservation Area, a project that he has almost single-
handed implemented.

We were taken through the history of the area, its salient features that cried out for 
conservation status and some outstanding photographs highlighting the special features 
that we must try to conserve.

This fine, illustrated talk was delivered with all the enthusiasm that Robert had put into the 
planning of our new Conservation Area. Felixstowe is lucky indeed to have such a fan.
As well as entertaining us for about an hour, Robert and his supportive team at Suffolk 
Coastal have produced a fantastic leaflet with all the relevant material of the area, which 
was distributed on the night and we thought that it should be printed in our Newsletter (on 
the next two pages). Another super speaker for our Society evening!

Phil Hadwen 
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Golf, a Legacy for Felixstowe
Talk by Michael Thomas on Tuesday, 5 October 2010

Mike gave us an interesting and entertaining talk in which he described the history of golf 
in England and to our surprise informed us that The Felixstowe golf course was the fifth 
oldest in England!  In the 1880s Felixstowe became well known as a fashionable resort 
particularly with the London ʻgreat and goodʼ.  Alongside the benefits of the sea air and the 
attractive seafront the need for sporting activities was initially met by the tennis club with 
its croquet lawn and close proximity to the Bath and Felix hotels.  However it is golf and its 
legacy that was Mikeʼs main theme.

Golf is so popular now world wide with the development of many courses but it was in the 
1890s that things really began to happen in England.  Up to the later years of the 
19 Century golf was the preserve of Scotland with only 4 clubs in England.  One of these 
was the London Scottish near Wimbledon Common.  A prominent member was Lord Elcho 
who was well infected with the golfing bug and it is not difficult to imagine that a holiday or 
visit to Felixstowe could not be tolerated without golf.  He was a frequent visitor to 
Felixstowe and with Colonel Tomline played on land near Landguard Fort.  A golf course 
needs good draining land with close cropped turf such as ʻlinks landʼ and it is not surprising 
to know that there was such an area - Bawdsey Common, also owned by Colonel Tomline!   

Lord Elcho and Colonel Tomline were the founders of the Felixstowe Ferry Course with the 
Martello Tower as the club house and a Ladiesʼ Club House and 6 holes beyond the sea 
wall, now lost to the sea.  After the Club was founded in 1880 it prospered and was 
influential in developing golf outside Scotland.  Then came WW1 and after use by the army 
the course became derelict.  In 1920 it was a different world and a group of local 
dignitaries set out to resurrect the course.  In those days it was regarded as being for ʻthe 
elite and incomersʼ and a new Club was formed at Eastward Ho embracing part of 
Quintons Lane and crossing Gulpher Road.

WW2 again closed both courses but after the war Eastward Ho was still owned by the War 
Office who were reluctant to release the land and thus only the Ferry course survived.   It 
was privately purchased in 1939 but funds were short and after the war it was bought by a 
local builder and past member of the Eastward Ho club, Walter Cross, who restored it and 
we can enjoy his legacy today.  It was good to hear mention of George Newson a local 
Ferry man who was hired to cut the grass and stayed on to become head green keeper 
and served for 40 years. Mike then went on to look at what we have today;  the most 
important of which is the preservation of wild life, maritime plants, skylarks and linnets. He 
finished with a selection of slides of the wildlife on the course and made the point that 
courses such as ours tend to be more wildlife friendly than agricultural land.  This 
responsibility is taken very seriously by the Club which won an award in 2005 for the work 
it was doing, and still is!

In conclusion he quoted  ʻWhether it is the open spaces of Eastward Ho (now The Grove 
and Abbey Grove) or the continuing delights associated with Bawdsey Common and its 
surroundings, we have a wonderful legacy attributable to golf – letʼs hope we embrace it 
and cherish it for the years ahead.ʼ

David Crawford
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Beachwatch 2010

     Photo by Lynn Allen

At 9.30am on Saturday 18 September, 21 members and friends assembled on the 
promenade to start what was to be The Felixstowe Societyʼs 11th year of involvement with 
the Marine Conservation Society Beachwatch 2010 Weekend. The MCS Beachwatch is 
the largest beach cleanup within the UK. Last year 4,655 volunteers took part and together 
cleaned 397 beaches over the weekend and removed a massive 342,151 pieces of litter 
filling 2,742 rubbish bags.

Volunteers in Suffolk helped clean beaches all along the coast and estuaries including 
Aldeburgh, Southwold, Dunwich, Orfordness, Felixstowe, and Trimley Marshes. All litter 
gets analysed and recorded and the results are sent back to MCS which uses it to 
understand marine pollution so it can help marine habits in the future.
 
We were blessed with a clear blue sky and with  a warm sun on our backs as we left 
Seagull and  Seashell Cottages and worked our way southwards to The Spa Pavilion and 
by 11.30 am we had collected 9 black bags of rubbish weighing 18 Kg. 

We would like to thank Lynn Allen, the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Countryside Officer, for 
efficiently co-ordinating the event. Lynn also came along to encourage at the start and also 
took this photograph  of our happy band of beach cleaners. Thanks also to Gillian Hughes 
and Susanne Barsby for providing refreshments at the finish and also the following for 
helping with the beach cleanup :- Peter and Beryl Gay and their grandson Luke, Peter 
Brown, Brian and Shirley Rayfield, Margaret Johns, Sandra Grosvenor, Gillian Hughes, 
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Jeremy and Angela Pratt, Robert and Elizabeth Corker, Mike and Jen Atkinson, Susanne 
and Norman Barsby, and Elizabeth Horn. Also thanks to Mary and Mick Langley from 
Cambridge (they were in Felixstowe for the weekend and had heard about the 
Beachwatch).

Keith Horn
  

!Homes for Wildlife

The Felixstowe Society, in partnership with The Woodland Trust, planted Abbey Grove, 
Felixstoweʼs Community Woodland in 1998. The woodland has now proven itself to be a 
very desirable place with Felixstowe's bank voles, pygmy and common shrews, wood mice 
and harvest mice. 
 
The woodland is cared for by a group of Woodland Trust and Felixstowe Society 
volunteers. The aim is to balance the needs of the wildlife with that of the general public.
 
In October we carried out a small mammal survey under the guidance of Woodland Trust 
Volunteer Warden and Felixstowe Society member Bob Stoner.  We were thrilled to 
discover that small mammals now occupy the many habitat piles we had created 
throughout the year. Habitat piles are built up with the material from cutting the wildflower 
meadow, trimming the hedges, clearing the brambles and coppicing the hazel.
 
The volunteer group keep the paths clear of bramble and litter throughout the year. In the 
autumn and winter the hedges are cut back to encourage thicker growth and therefore 
provide better corridors for wildlife. Areas of hazel are coppiced to encourage the 
development of a good under storey and to provide a bushy area amongst the trees. 
Food plants for butterflies are encouraged on the edges of the paths and rides. This 
summer we recorded painted ladies, commas, red admirals, speckled woods, 
gatekeepers, meadow browns and small and large whites.
 
One area is managed for harvest mice. They make their summer nests in long grasses 
supported by brambles. Each winter the bramble in this area needs to be cut back to stop 
it dominating the long grass. It is always fun to see who will find the first nest.
 
Brambles are the height of luxury for much of our native wildlife and are allowed to thrive in 
certain areas of Abbey Grove. A few weeks ago I was very fortunate to observe a wood 
mouse in a bramble bush nibbling away at the blackberries.
 
Abbey Grove is also popular with birds. This year many birds nested in the maturing trees.  
A family of great tits nested in the owl box. A robin nested in one of the new nest boxes. 
Green woodpeckers are frequent visitors as are blue tits, chaffinches, chiff chaffs, 
woodcocks, thrushes, black birds, wrens, robins, long tailed tits, black caps, dunnocks, 
house sparrows and starlings. A kestrel can often be spotted hovering over the area. On a 
summer's evening swallows and swifts dive and swoop along the wide rides catching 
insects.
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Abbey Grove is a beautiful place to wander through at any time of the year. It can be found 
adjacent to the well-established Grove Wood. From The Elizabeth Orwell Hotel walk up 
Beatrice Avenue, go straight over the roundabout and along the short lane towards the 
Eastward Ho car park. Abbey Grove is on the left just after the entrance to the car park.
 
 
Judith Hedges 
 
!!!!
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Research Corner No. 11

The Koh-i-Noor Diamond

There must be times when our members get rather fed up with me constantly telling them 
that Felixstowe really does have a fantastic history, but it really does! Some of that is being 
revealed by The Felixstowe Society plaques that are being put up honouring the famous 
people who have lived and worked here in our town.

There is one person who probably won`t get his own plaque, but his short residence in 
Felixstowe links our town to the famous Koh-I-Noor diamond. Sir John and Lady Login 
retired to Felixstowe in 1863, probably because of health reasons, to live in Vernon Villa, 
near Cobbold`s Point and their story proves once again just how fascinating a history our 
town has.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the East India Company, by a combination of 
business acumen, military might and political skill, was master of most of India. Fearing 
threats from the north they conspired to obtain the independent state of Punjab, ruled by 
Ranjit Singh, ”the lion of the Punjab”. He was wise enough to know that he couldn`t beat 
the British in battle and so attempted to outwit them politically, so in 1831 he signed a 
treaty of friendship.

Duleep Singh, the last of the four “acknowledged” sons of Ranjit Singh was born on 4th 
September 1838. Ranjit Singh died the following summer and Duleep Singh was taken 
away to the country to avoid the expected family in-fighting and political intrigue over who 
was to be the next Maharajah. By the time Duleep was five most of his relatives had either 
been murdered or had died, so on 18 September 1843 he was proclaimed Maharajah in 
Lahore. Various intrigues followed and it was not until 9 March 1846, when the Treaty of 
Lahore was signed with the British, did an acceptable peace occur. Large portions of the 
Punjab were now under British administration and the Maharajah Duleep Singh was left 
with only a small part of his original lands and he couldn`t really rule until he came of age.

The Sikhs made every attempt to remove the English from the Punjab, but eventually after 
several hard fought battles, the kingdom of Punjab ceased to exist. On 30 March 1849 the 
Maharajah and his “council” of regency were expected to submit to the following terms:-

1. His Highness the Maharajah Duleep Singh shall resign for himself, his heirs and 
successors, all right, title and claim to the sovereignty of the Punjab, or to any sovereign 
power whatsoever.
2. All property of the state of Punjab shall be confiscated and given to the East India 
Company (in part payment of debt due to the British Government and the expenses of the 
war).
3. The gem called the Koh-i-Nor shall be surrendered by the Maharajah to the Queen of 
England.
4. His Highness Duleep Singh will receive a pension of between £40,000 and £50,000 per 
annum for the support of himself and his relatives. 
5  His Highness shall be treated with respect and honour and retain the title of Maharajah, 
so long as he remains obedient to the British Government and shall reside at such a place 
as the Governor General of India may select.
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Thus the most important piece of land on the sub-
continent became an integral part of the British Raj, 
the warlike Sikhs submitted gracefully and their 
former Maharajah, son of the founder of their nation, 
was taken in hand by a Scottish doctor.

On 6 April 1849 Duleep Singh was formally 
introduced to his new “Superintendent”  (guardian) Dr 
John Login, a native of Orkney, who had started his 
career as a medical officer in the Bengal army. He 
served the company both in a medical and 
administrative capacity with a dedication that earned 
him the respect of the civil establishment. One of his 
tasks was to be in charge of the treasury of the kings 
of Lahore. Possibly because of his moral rectitude, or 
maybe he was seen by someone as a threat to their 
career, he was given the permanent post of guardian 
to the Maharajah. In no way would this enhance his 
career! The Maharajah was to pay his salary of 
£1,000 per year. Login described Duleep Singh as a 
“....very fine-tempered boy, intelligent and handsome”, 
to his wife in a letter after their first meeting. Lena 
Login had had to return to England, with the children, 
for health reasons.  

The vast wealth in the Maharajah`s royal treasury 
was catalogued by Login, the Koh-i-Noor, “mountain 
of light” was regarded as the greatest treasure in 

India. The great uncut stone, the size of a pigeon`s egg, was at that time mounted with two 
other diamonds in an enamelled armlet. Lord Dalhousie, possibly the most important 
Government administrator in India at this time, decided that the Koh-i-Noor should be 
presented to Queen Victoria with the compliments of the East India Company and it was 
sent to England in a metal box guarded by two soldiers. It was agreed that the Maharajah 
could keep a small part of “his” treasure (!) to be selected by his guardian. Login again 
wrote, “His studies at present are Persian and English. For amusement he is passionately 
fond of hawking”.

The Maharajah showed a great desire to hear about England and there were moves to 
have him reside and educated there. Plans were discovered for his mother to abduct him 
and this fuelled the desire to move him out of India. He was initially moved to Futteghur, a 
small station on the Ganges, on the other side of the country. The removal of the ex-king 
of the Punjab from his ancestral lands was a minor military operation involving an escort of 
infantry, horse artillery and several squadrons of cavalry. There was a possibility that the 
boy might be “rescued” by partisans on the orders of his mother, who was under house 
arrest in Kathmandu. Included in the convoy was Duleep Singh`s six year old nephew, the 
Shahzadah and his Rajput mother; this little boy could not be allowed to remain in the 
Punjab, as he could become a focus as a rallying point by dissidents. They reached 
Futteghur on 19 February 1850 and this was to be their home for the next four years. 

John Login took pride and pleasure in organising the initially run down establishment of 
Futteghur. He was missing his wife who had been in England for eighteen months and he 
wanted her to help him set a good Christian example to the Maharajah and the 
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Shahzadah. Mrs Login, a Campbell of Kinloch, obeyed the call of duty and arranged to 
return. Lady Login had written to the Maharajah every month sending him pictures of 
herself and her children. Her first gift parcel contained a paint box and a copy of “The 
Boys` Own Book”, which was “seldom out of his hands” and the book he preferred to 
study!

On 8 March 1853 the Maharajah Duleep Singh was baptised at Futteghur at his residence 
because the local church was under repair. John Login insisted on a minimum of display, 
but the chief people of the station and several of the native staff were eager to watch what 
to them would have been a strange ceremony. Ganges water was used for the baptism. 
On 19 April 1854 the Maharajah and his party sailed for England and he was summoned 
to meet Queen Victoria on the afternoon of 1 July.

Queen Victoria wrote of John Login,” he seems a sensible, clever man, much attached to 
the Maharajah and anxious to keep him out of mischief ”. Of his wife, the Queen wrote, “a 
pretty, pleasing person quite like a mother to the Maharajah ”. After organising a tour of 
England and Scotland for the Maharajah John Login was knighted, but he continued to 
tutor the Maharajah despite the efforts of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert to have other 
masters continue his education. Duleep Singh proved to be quite a favourite with Queen 
Victoria and spent much time in her company, often dining with her and her guests.

At the end of 1856 the Maharajah felt that Sir John was too old a companion for him, 
probably chafing under the earnest supervision of Login. He wanted freedom to travel 
without permission and to live where he liked. The Logins decided to take the Maharajah 
on a long holiday on the Continent to further his education and to take his mind off his 
problems of his future. It was not until 29 December 1857 that the Court of Directors of the 
East India Company officially agreed that the Maharajah could manage his own affairs. Sir 
John Login`s representations in favour of his ward had not endeared him to that company 
and also he had expressed a disapproval of many of their actions in India, which he 
passed on to the palace. His advice also contributed to the decision to end the company`s 
rule in India the following year.

The Logins kept in close touch with the Maharajah, often by letter, and there were many 
visits to properties that the Maharajah had rented for his hobby of shooting game. 
Eventually he purchased Elveden Hall, near Thetford in Suffolk, as his home.
Sir John and Lady Login retired and moved to Felixstowe in early summer 1863 where 
they immediately became well-liked and respected members of the community. Lady Login 
was to prove the saviour of the Parish church in Old Felixstowe, but that is another story!

Four months later on Sunday 18 October, St Luke`s Day, Sir John died suddenly, quietly 
and peacefully at home. He appeared in reasonable health. He had been to church that 
morning, and in the evening, as was the family custom, they were joined by the other 
members of the household to sing their favourite hymns. The last one, “Jesu, lover of my 
soul”, was being sung by Sir John as he went upstairs to his room. He died soon after and 
was found sitting in his chair. On receiving the news of Sir John`s death the Maharajah 
Duleep Singh immediately went to see Lady Login and said, “If that man is not in heaven, 
then there`s not one word of truth in the bible”. His wish was to act the part of a son, both 
in the funeral obsequies and to those left bereaved by his death.

Queen Victoria sent her “deep and very sincere sympathy” to Lady Login. She also 
expressed the very high opinion that she had for Sir John.
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The funeral, at Old Felixstowe parish 
church, was organised by Lieut. Hart RN. 
Most of the mourners walked in 
procession, headed by the Maharajah 
Duleep Singh, who shared, with the two 
Login sons, the position of chief mourners. 
Important dignitaries included Sir John 
Lawrence (later Lord Lawrence), shortly to 
be Viceroy of India, Sir Frederick Currie, 
General Sir John Alexander KCB, Mr John 
Marshman (the historian) and the Rev. 
William Jay, formally Chaplin at Futteghur, 
who read the burial service. The local 
coastguards, whom Sir John had got to 
know well despite his short time in 
Felixstowe, carried the coffin, shoulder 
high from Vernon Villa to the church and 
afterwards to the graveside.

Lady Login was extremely moved at how 
many of Sir John`s old friends and former 
associates, in addition to their own 
relatives, had made a point of being 
present and the last view that Lady Login 
had of her late husband was as the 
coastguards carried his coffin away from 
the house. It appears to have been a male 
only funeral! Duleep Singh`s grief at Sir 
John`s death was most sincere and many 
at the graveside spoke of the touching 
eloquence of his sudden outburst, “Oh, I 
have lost my father! For he was indeed 
that-and more-to me!” The Maharajah wanted Sir John Login to be buried in a mausoleum 
at Elveden, but Lady Login insisted that he be buried in Felixstowe, so with Queen 
Victoria`s approval he designed the monument, complete with the wording and it is in 
Felixstowe that Sir John is buried. The monument (photo) is of red and grey granite, white 
marble and surmounted by a cross.

The monument to Sir John Login had two cannons flanking it, but one went missing. On 
Wednesday 21st January 1998 Richard Cornwall wrote an article, which appeared in the 
Evening Star, appealing for its return. Unfortunately within a couple of days the other also 
disappeared and the tomb remains without them to this day.

Sources
Lady Login`s Recollections; Court Life and Camp Life by Dalhousie Login
Queen Victoria`s Maharajah: Duleep Singh  1838-93 by Michael Alexander and Sushila 
Anand

Phil Hadwen
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These thoughts by Malcolm Stafford on the curious world we live in 
arrive by email. 

Road Transport

It does not take a genius to know that Britain's road transport system is growing into a 
crisis. Over the last fifty years the private car has found a pivotal place in the fabric of our 
society creating interdependencies, which have resulted in clear evidence of a growing 
problem in the form of traffic congestion, not to mention the less visible by-products, such 
as air pollution and what many believe, the resulting climate change.

The question is are we realistically tackling the issue of private cars, when other 
passenger transport modes find it difficult to compete?

Politicians are unlikely to upset the car-driving electorate and therefore the transport 
planners will continue to struggle to influence a shift away from the private car towards 
more environmentally friendly travel options.

Maybe virtual travel will evolve whereby access is gained through electronic mediums 
rather than the daily commute that currently accounts for 30% of traffic on our roads, with 
70% of commuting being undertaken by car. With more and more companies professing to 
being more family friendly and tending towards more flexible employment the shifting of 
working at home rather than working in the office could increase.

But there are understandable individual resistances to home working, but if we aren't to 
face the traffic conditions recently experienced in Beijing in China when a massive traffic 
jam slowed vehicles to a crawl for 9 days and a queue of over 60 miles, we may have no 
choice.

Wind Farms

We all know that wind farms are here to stay, but what we may not know is what the cost 
is to the consumer and the efficiency of the technology. There are wind farms in operation 
in almost every major country in the world so one presumes that the technology is proven.

There have always been doubters, but there is a growing crescendo of voices questioning 
the cost and the unrealistic plans that Government has for wind energy. The Government 
has set a target of producing 30% of energy from renewable sources by 2020 but if for 
instance a 3 MW wind turbine does not live up to expectation and only produces a fraction 
of this power, then this target will not be met.

The doubters claim that wind turbines only operate to their capacity when the wind is 
blowing at the right speed and electricity generation falls significantly when it doesn't. 
These same doubters also point to the system called Renewables Obligation (RO) 
designed by Government to encourage the generation of electricity from renewable 
sources, be that wind, hydro, tidal, wave, biomass, photovoltaic cells or gas from landfill or 
sewage. The RO places an obligation on suppliers to supply electricity from an increasing 
proportion of renewable sources. Eligible renewable generators receive Renewable 
Obligation Certificates (ROC's) which are issued by Ofgem and make a fixed payment for 
each MWH of renewable electricity generated.
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These certificates can then be cashed by suppliers to cover the required percentage of 
their output, or for those that do not have sufficient ROC's paid  as a fine to those 
suppliers, according to the number of ROC's presented. Put simply if a supplier submits 
5% of the total number of ROC's they would receive 5% of the total funds paid by the 
defaulting suppliers. I stand to be corrected here but that is how I understand it.

This all sounds well and good but ultimately it is the consumers who pay the suppliers 
which fail to present sufficient ROC's and the counter balance should be the reduction in 
cost to consumers by suppliers which submit large numbers of ROC's.

The ROC subsidy has risen from £ 278 million in 2002/3 to £ 1.2 billion in 2009/10 and is 
still rising. As the majority of the wind farms are not British owned we are in effect 
subsidising the non British owners,  but that of course is not politically correct to say.

So whilst wind farms maybe here to stay, there are currently 2,775 turbines in operations 
with plans for a further 10,000 around our shores, they are costing us all a great deal of 
money and we should not be fooled by those who say wind is free energy.

40 % percent of the RO levy we pay is given to wind energy, 25 % to landfill gas, 20 % to 
biomass, 12 % to hydroelectric and 3 % to sewage gas. 

Without wanting to be too controversial maybe our new Government should be looking at 
the enormous investment in wind and start looking at other forms of power, such as carbon 
free nuclear, which would operate 24 hours a day and produce 13 times the average 
output of a 100 turbine wind farm, which will probably only last 20 years if that !

If the Government doesn't do anything we can all look forward to paying more for our 
energy just like the consumers in the world's most intensive wind farm nation, Denmark, 
where energy prices are the highest in Europe.

Windmills

After three decades of modern wind power, one would have thought that the designers
would have come up with the ultimate design to create the maximum energy. This could 
not be further from the truth as there still seems to be an evolutionary progress
going on as wind turbines get ever larger.

Traditionally turbines use a gearbox which steps up the speed of the slow turning rotors
to match that of a high speed generator, but technicians are looking at slow speed
generators which will not need gearboxes.

The traditional turbines have rotors up to 15 to 20 metres in diameter giving an output
of 50 - 100 KW but  now rotors are up to 80 metres in diameter giving an output of
3 MW with plans to increase this to 126 metre diameter giving up to 6 MW in output.

It may not stop there as designs are advanced to produce 164 metre rotors giving
10 MW in output.The windmill blades in the 1980s weighed 28 tonnes which is 56 tonnes 
for two blades and produced 3 MW, whilst today three blades producing 5 MW have a total
weight of 56 tonnes. The longest windmill blades in manufacture today are 61.5 metres 
with a weight of less than 19 tonnes.
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When one thinks of wind power many of us think of Denmark, which between 1990 and
2008 spent 112.6 % of their GDP on wind power research compared to 9.8 % over the
same period in the United Kingdom. France, which favours nuclear power, spent 1.8%
of their GDP on wind power research over the same period but is having a rethink. Of
the Euro 538 million spent on energy research in Germany, 43% was on Solar power,
31% on nuclear, 19% on renewable power and just 7% on wind.

I know this is contains a lot of figures but the point is windmills are getting bigger and
will consequently produce more power and love them or loath them they are here to
stay.

Greenhouse Gases

Although there are still doubters, the majority of us generally accept that greenhouse 
gases contribute to global warming and one of the main culprits is Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 
emitted when we burn fossil fuels.

To achieve a 50% global reduction of the 1990 CO2 emissions by the year 2050, the 
developed world will have to reduce emissions by 30% by 2020, which the European 
Union thinks is technically achievable.

Of course we all know there are attempts to avoid the production of CO2 but to deal with 
the exhaust from Power Stations, Refineries, Still Factories, Cement Manufacturers and 
Internal Combustion Engines in general, a new technology called Carbon Capture and 
Storage (CCS) has been developed.

The question is what to do with the CO2 captured and one innovative way could be to 
transport the CO2 gas to depleted oil or gas fields either through pipelines or to condense 
it into a liquid form and transport it by tankers for safe disposal or storage.

Of course many of the oil and gas fields are already connected by pipes so in theory this 
seems a logical solution.

The storage of CO2 underground in unused oil and gas fields is called gas-sequestration 
but there is a far more attractive consideration in using oil or gas fields for CO2 storage 
and that is a technology called Carbon Dioxide Enhanced Oil and/or Gas Recovery (CO2-
EOR/EGR).

Recovery rates from oil and gas fields is around 60 to 70% and by using CO2-EOR/EGR 
some of the remaining gas or oil can be extracted.

The current high price of oil makes Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and Carbon 
Dioxide Enhanced Oil and/or Gas Recovery viable (CO2-EOR/EGR).

Of course there maybe limits to the amount of CO2 required for CO2-EOR/EGR so the 
delivery by tankers could well be more economic than using pipelines and since 1999 the 
Dutch Company Anthony Veder has been operating a purpose built CO2 vessel, the fully 
pressurised and fully refrigerated ship 'Coralʼ.
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Scottish Ironwork in Felixstowe

This magnificent iron front gate which once 
adorned 181 Sea Road was made by Walter 
Macfarlane & Co. of Glasgow. Number 946 in 
their 1882 catalogue. There may be other such 
examples of fine Scottish ironwork that still exist.

Gazebo

This gazebo next to Jacobʼs 
Ladder at Cobboldʼs Point is 
perilously perched on the cliff 
face. The photo was taken in 
1927 and it is not known how 
long it remained intact and 
whether it was for private or 
public use.
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Planning Applications 
4 July to 8 November 2010

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

Maynell & Foxgrove Homes, High Road East:  Alterations and extension.  
Allotment Land, Phillip Avenue:  Construct 10 dwellings and landscaping.
Convent of Jesus and Mary, Felixstowe:  Erect 60 dwellings.  
Cobbolds Point, Felixstowe:  Essential protection works to the existing sea wall 
Clumber Cottage, Chevalier Rd:  Erect conservatory on first floor veranda

Recent Applications

Old Hall Farmhouse,  67 High Road East:   Redevelopment of Cart-Lodge  and access. 
(Listed Building Consent). We believe that the proposed redevelopment of the cart-lodge 
for use as a residential unit will have little effect on the curtilage of Old Hall Farm listed 
building, provided that access can be obtained through the north boundary of the curtilage 
adjacent to the cart-lodge.  

73 Undercliff Road West:  Change of use from A1(shop) to class A5 (hot food takeaway) 
and associated alterations. The Society has no objection to this change of use and the 
alterations to the façade do improve the appearance of the building.  However, as the new 
use is to be a takeaway we request that adequate provision is made for the   disposal of 
food wrappings. This change of use will have little adverse effect on this part of the 
Conservation Area.

Land adjoining 3 Constable Road:  Erect a pair of semi-detached houses. The Society 
considers that this development is not inappropriate to the Conservation Area but we have 
reservation about the availability of parking.  The streets in this part of Felixstowe have 
intensive on street parking.  For this reason we recommend off-street parking is provided 
in this development even if it results in only a single dwelling with garage being the only 
option for the site.    

23 Leopold Rd:  Erect one detached dwelling and 5 flats, existing house and garage to be 
demolished.  This development is not sympathetic to this area of Felixstowe and we regret 
the demolition of the attractive existing house. In the application we note there is no 
information on the viability of the existing house.  We request confirmation that No 23 is 
beyond economical repair.   
We therefore object to this application in its present form and recommend that the existing 
dwelling be retained and a smaller development considered for this site.

Part side garden, 18 Church Road:  Erect one dwelling and construct new vehicular 
access (renewal of outline planning permission C07/1511).  The design of the proposed 
building is acceptable for this area but The Society continues to oppose the loss of 
gardens to infill housing.
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28 Bath Road: Erect a single storey rear extension and roof terrace. This seems to be a 
reasonably designed extension which is sympathetic to the existing building. However, it 
appears to be contrary to SPG 5.2 in that it, and particularly the terrace, overlooks 
adjacent properties.

Applications awaiting a Decision

11 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe:  Replacement of all windows to front and rear of 
premises.  The Society objects to this Application in respect of the front elevation to the 
shop.  The replacements proposed for the front elevation do not match the existing type of 
framing and opening and thus in our view significantly degrades the street scene in this 
part of the Conservation Area.  In the case of the rear of the premises the matching of 
designs is not so important and that the owner should fit replacements that are more 
designed to reduce security risks and/or vandalism.

We have noted similar problems of design in other applications.  We are aware that some 
20 or more years ago we saw essential replacement windows of unsympathetic 
appearance to the Conservation Areas. Since that time a variety of sympathetic designs 
have been created.  For example, vertically sash type windows with narrower surrounds 
and ʻglazing barsʼ.  We believe that more sympathetic designs should be used whenever it 
becomes necessary to replace windows in any conspicuous Conservation Area elevations.

Kiligarth Court, Wolsey Gardens:  Alterations to Window.  We believe this proposal will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.  However the new railing should be of a design 
matching that of the adjacent window.

The Priory,  2 Cliff Road:  Alterations and extension.  The Society objects to the proposed 
extension which obscures the distinctive and attractive features of the west elevation of 
this listed building.

Ice Cream Kiosk, Bath Hill:  Certificate of Lawfulness, tables, chairs. We have no 
objection to this Application which will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

18 Manning Road:  Extensions and alterations to create 5 residential units and 3 shop/
office units.  We have no objection to these proposals.  If the finish to the façade matches 
those in this area this could be an improvement to the Conservation Area.

Wadgate House, 50 Princes Road:  Erect 2 two-storey dwellings.  We object to yet 
another garden development which will detract from the Conservation Area and reduce the 
general open aspect of this area of the town.

23 Leopold Road: Erect one detached dwelling and 5 flats, existing house and garage to 
be demolished.  This development is not sympathetic to this area of Felixstowe and we 
regret the demolition of the attractive existing house.  In the application we note there is no 
information on the viability of the existing house.  We request confirmation that No 23 is 
beyond economical repair.   
We therefore object to this application in its present form and recommend that the existing 
dwelling be retained and a smaller development considered for this site.
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52 Maybush Lane:  Demolition of two extensions.  Alterations of part of roof from pitched 
to flat and enlargement of window.  The Society has no objection to this development and 
based on the plans these changes may have a positive effect on the Conservation Area.  
(Repeat of our response to C08/1385)

73 - 75 Undercliff Road West:  Signage. The Society  believes that the proposed signage 
will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Other Applications
   
51 Orwell Road:  Erect a detached one and a half storey building.  REFUSED by SCDC.

52 Hamilton Road:  Erection of internally illuminated fascia and projecting sign.  
REFUSED by SCDC.

11 Hamilton Road:  Replace all windows with UPVC.  REFUSED by SCDC.

Land adjoining 3 Constable Road:  Erect a pair of semi-detached houses.  The Society 
considers that this development is not inappropriate to the Conservation Area but we have 
reservation about the availability of parking.  The streets in this part of Felixstowe have 
intensive on street parking.  For this reason we recommend off-street parking is provided 
in this development even if it results in only a single dwelling with garage being the only 
option for the site.  REFUSED by SCDC.

Flat 3,  5 Beach Road West,  Felixstowe:  Replace windows, front and rear.  We object 
to this Conservation Area proposal because the principal front window, designated 
Window #1 in vendorʼs sketches, appears not identical to the form of the existing window.  
REFUSED by SCDC.

David Crawford

Programme for 2011
Friday 21 January! Quiz night  Details are on page 6 of this Newsletter.

Tuesday 25 January! Suffolk Fortifications.  Well respected Society 
member, George Buckland, will give us an illustrated 

! talk about some of the forts in our area.

Thursday 17 February! Visit to Observatory at Nacton.  Details are on the 
enclosed leaflet.

Tuesday 22 February ! Felixstoweʼs New Flood Defences.
! Dr Rosalind Turner, a Coastal Scientist with Mott 

MacDonald, explains and illustrates the plans for the 
coastal defence from the War Memorial to Jacobʼs 
Ladder.

See next page
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Programme for 2011 continued

Tuesday 22 March! The Suffolk Gipsy.  Pip Wright.  This popular speaker 
will give an illustrated talk about this colourful character.

Monday 11 April! Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel.  Details are given 
on a separate leaflet with this newsletter.

Tuesday 17 May! AGM and speaker David Tolliday.  Our foremost local 
historian explores Felixstowe during World War II.

Wednesday 15 June*** ! Day visit to Essex. Join us on a fascinating Essex 
Smugglerʼs Tour with Blue Badge Guide in attendance.  
We also visit Wilkin & Son at Tiptree, Maldon and 
Burnham on Crouch.

Wednesday 13 July*** ! Day visit to Oxburgh Hall, Norfolk.

Sunday 14 August*** ! Half day visit to Bentwaters Cold War Museum and a 
comprehensive tour of the airfield.

Saturday 17 September! Beachwatch.  Details will be given in the September 
newsletter.

Thursday 22 September*** ! Day visit to Long Melford with tour hosted by the Long 
Melford Society.

Tuesday 27 September! Felixstowe Lost and Found.  Phil Hadwen will give an 
illustrated talk about the ʻgemsʼ of our town that have 
been either lost or overlooked.

Tuesday 25 October! Suffolk Punch Trust.  Chris Harris will present an 
illustrated talk about the work of the Suffolk Punch 
Trust.!

Tuesday 22 November! Local School Memories.  Three local personalities tell 
us about their educational childhood in local schools.  
Please come along with your memories!

All speaker meetings are held in St Andrewʼs Church Hall at 7.30 pm
Members £1, Visitors £2

*** The Booking Forms for these Visits will be in the May Newsletter
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Bookshelf
There are four books that I would like to recommend to you to read during the next few 
months.

Felixstowe Dock Basin Memories by Ambrose Jones

Firstly if you haven`t had this book for Christmas then I 
strongly suggest that you obtain a copy as soon as 
possible, because as I am writing this review over 
three quarters of the 1,000 copies have already been 
sold. This fascinating book, with over 250 delightful 
photographs, records the history and life of the dock 
basin. Now that the basin has been filled in as part of 
the new port development only memories remain and 
this book contains plenty of these. If you have had 
anything to do with the dock or are a student of 
Felixstowe then this volume won`t disappoint. As well 
as a good general history, Ambrose Jones has covered 
all aspects of life within and around the basin itself. For 
me the highlight of the book is the collection of 
anecdotes from former dock basin workers. A fine 
example is the tale about a fork lift truck that fell into 
the dock basin. The driver scrambled free before the 
massive splash.  A diver was sent to locate it and then 
connect it to a crane which would lift it back onto dry 

land. This was duly achieved, but as the fork lift truck rose from the water those on the 
quayside exclaimed that that was not the one that had been lost. “How many do you 
want?” exclaimed the diver, who went down to find the right one! 
Yes, another Felixstowe book but it can stand shoulder to shoulder with the fine collection 
that we already have about our town.

Felixstowe - Then and Now. Compiled by Mike Durrant

One of the Spotlight on Felixstowe team 
had used the idea that is so popular with 
their magazine to present a book of nearly 
300 photographs and advertisements 
illustrating Felixstowe as it was and as it is 
to-day. Great credit must go to Mike 
Durrant for obtaining such a large number 
of pictures from Felixstowe Museum and 
private collectors to produce such an 
interesting publication. Anyone who loves 
to study our town from photographs will 
certainly not be disappointed, but they may 
spot that quite a few have already been 
used before in other Felixstowe books. 
Another good photographic book for your 
bookshelf.
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See Felixstowe With Me by Elizabeth - Jane Grose

Here is a very personal book which presents part 
of our town in a slightly different light. This book 
reflects the author`s view of the Martello Coast 
Path following a commission from The Felixstowe 
Futures partnership to provide the artwork, which 
will be an important feature of the path. Susan 
Robinson states in the Foreword, “The Coastal 
Path is emblematic of Felixstowe Futures in 
linking the best of the past, present and future of 
the town and this book, with its delightful 
illustrations, celebrates and records Lizzy-Jane`s 
journey, both actual and metaphorical, along the 
route”. Several well-known locals have had an 
input to this rather unusual publication so the 
quality of information must be good. Well worth a 
look.

Icons of England edited by Bill Bryson

I cannot praise this book highly enough! It is such 
an interesting and fascinating publication and I 
believe that you will keep dipping into it well after 
your initial read. The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England has encouraged a large number of well 
known personalities and national figures to write 
about 600 words about a feature of our country 
that means something special to them. Not only 
has Bill Bryson put together a book that reflects 
many of the outstanding icons of our country, but 
he has written an outstanding piece himself. With 
a Foreword by HRH the Prince of Wales, the 
quality is never in doubt and I am still haunted by 
the places and items that the writers have 
covered. There are 96 contributors including Kate 
Adie, David Bellamy,”Dickie”Bird, Melvyn Bragg, 
John Julius Norwich,  Michael Palin, Roy Strong, 
Alan Titchmarsh and of course many more 
covering “icons” such as deers, rural branch 
railway lines, ancient trees, Land`s End, country 
churchyards, the English climate- I don`t need to 
name more! Get a copy and see for yourself. 
Quite wonderful!

Remember there should be copies of these books in our excellent local library, but if not 
then you can always get them from our fine local bookshop- Magpie Books.

Phil Hadwen
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Newsletter Quiz (2)

1. In which year did the Orwell Hotel open?

2. On the ruins of which Martello tower did they build the Bartlet?

3. When did the Bartlet open?

4. In 1841 the population of Felixstowe was 259, 391 or 552?

5. Where in Felixstowe did Mrs Simpson stay while the courts were processing her divorce?

6. Which lady was mainly responsible for the “Cotman Walk”?

7. Who took over the Walton photography business from the Emenys?

8. Which king ordered Walton Castle to be dismantled?

9. Who had Felixstowe Lodge built?

10. Who was largely responsible for the growth and development of modern Felixstowe?

11. When did the digging out of the Dock basin begin?

12. When was the golf club founded?

13. Which very important local building opened on 14 May 1903?

14. In which year was the Bath Hotel fire?

15. Name the Royal Yacht broken up at Felixstowe Dock in 1908?

16. What was officially opened on 23 January 1986?

17. Name the house that stood in the middle of the land we now call Allenby Park?

18. The area at the end of Gainsborough Road used to be called what because 27 farms 
dominated this land?

19. When did the Felixstowe UDC demolish Brackenbury Fort?

20. Name the very large crane that was used first by the air station for lifting aircraft in and out 
of the water and then by the Dock Company?

Answers to Phil Hadwen at the March speaker meeting.  The prize for the winning entry will be a 
copy of “Felixstowe Dock Basin Memories” by Ambrose Jones.  If there is more than one entry with 
correct answers then the names will be placed in draw and the winner will be drawn that evening.

34



If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ......................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
The Societyʼs reclaims on your donation 
in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published the ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope for the return of the receipt to,

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! !   £5
Joint Membership - two people at same address!   £7
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £12
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £15
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is 
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