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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Trish Hann, 49 Foxgrove Lane, Felixstowe, IIP11 7JU, 271902
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £5
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address! £7
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £12
! ! !       ! ! Commercial! ! ! ! ! !       £15
! ! ! Young people under the age of 18! !           Free

! ! ! ! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminder that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the
! Tourist Information Office, and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! September.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

Once again at the start of our May newsletter a reminder that the date of our AGM is 
Tuesday 17 May.  Please attend if you are able.  Prior notification of any questions or 
points that a member wishes to raise may always be made in writing either to the 
Secretary or myself (our addresses are shown on page 2 of this Newsletter).

In our January newsletter I explained the need for a modest rise in annual subscriptions 
from 1 January 2012 and the decision to abolish Life Membership.  This, of course, in no 
way affects our current Life Members who will remain as such.

A warm welcome to our new members: Jenny Carter & Clive Axford, John & Valerie 
Bowers, Adam Green, John & Susan Hockenhull, Paul & Susan Kingsbury, Jeffrey & 
Christine Lee, Maria Lewis, Steven & Ruth McCarthy, Barbara McGrail,  John McIntyre, 
James Marston, Anne Ravenscroft, Maggi & Alan Rutterford, Maureen Smith-Price, 
Patricia Stratton, Keith & Lesley Twinn and Ms J Wilmer.

Our Vice Chairman, Phil Hadwen aided by his wife Gillian, once again arranged a 
successful ʻQuiz and Supper Nightʼ at the end of January.  This year my table came one 
from the bottom, as opposed to last the previous year.  At this rate we could win in 12 
yearsʼ time.

Keith and Elizabeth Horn, our busy social secretaries, have again arranged our summer 
visits, as well as our summer garden party and beachwatch litter pick.  Details and booking 
forms can be found with this newsletter.  This busy pair arranged our January visit to the 
Nacton Observatory and also our Annual Dinner in April.  A big thank you on behalf of 
everybody to them both.

Our commemorative plaque scheme continues with plaques to the memory of Harry 
Fensom, computer specialist and wartime code breaker at Magpie Books in Hamilton 
Road, the Empress of Germany at South Beach Mansion and the German Princes at 
Hamilton Gardens.  Well done to our instigator, George Buckland.

We continue to monitor the Local Development Framework, in particular with regard to the 
Housing Settlement Policy.  The letter on the next page  was sent to all councillors who 
sat at the Committee stage of the process to ensure our views were known and 
considered.  Final decisions will be made at a full Suffolk Coastal District Council Meeting 
to be held later this year.

Finally I have to report that squatters have been found in the Owl Box at Abbey Grove 
Wood.  A family of Great Tits. I at once informed the police but they told me they were too 
busy catching rooks (or was it crooks).

Philip Johns
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! ! ! ! ! !    ! ! 1 High Row Field
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Old Felixstowe
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Suffolk
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! IP11 7AE

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 15 January 2011

Development Policy
Suffolk Coastal District Council
Council Offices
Melton Hill
Woodbridge
Suffolk
IP12 1AU

Dear Sir

The Felixstowe Society is a registered Civic Society representing the views  of over 400 
members.

We fully support Felixstowe Town Councilʼs proposal regarding the Local Development 
Framework future housing needs which states:-
“That this Council accepts that there is a need for additional housing of the appropriate 
variety, including affordable housing, for the Town, but that it should be developed 
according to the needs of Felixstowe using brownfield sites first and wherever possible.  
There must also be clear and strong conditions attached for the provision of the necessary 
infrastructure for all the required services and particularly in respect of the road system in 
and leading to Town”.

In addition it is most strongly felt that Felixstowe must not be targeted for major growth due 
to its geographical position at the extreme end of the peninsular.

No building should take place north of the A14 or to the north of Candlet Road or Grove 
Road.  This land remains the last piece of accessible countryside for the residents of 
Felixstowe and forms a vital function as a wildlife corridor which any building development 
would destroy.  Any decisions made now will have an impact on the life of Felixstowe 
residents for years to come.

It will not be possible to reclaim any countryside lost to development.  We therefore 
strongly recommend that future housing growth must be distributed across the whole of 
Suffolk Coastal District Council, at your suggested rate of 446 per annum with a review as 
to the need to increase or decrease every 4 years.

Yours faithfully

Philip Johns
Chairman 
Felixstowe Society
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People and Plaques 2
A further four plaques have been placed

Harry Fensom was a key member of the team which 
worked at Bletchley Park during the Second World War 
cracking the German communications codes using the 
newly constructed Colossus computer. After the war he 
was involved with the construction of the computer 
known as ERNIE (Premium Bonds). Harry retired to 
Felixstowe and died last year at the age of 89. This 
plaque is fixed at the left hand side of Magpie Books.

In July and August of 1891 the Empress Augusta 
Viktoria of Germany stayed in Felixstowe with five of 
her children following a state visit to London. Her 
husband Kaiser Wilhelm 11 remained in London. The 
Empress was Queen Victoriaʼs grand daughter in law 
through her eldest child Victoria. The two youngest 
children stayed in South Beach Mansion with the 
Empress and the other three stayed in what was 
known as South or Beach Cottage which is now 
Hamilton Court in Hamilton Gardens. The Mansion 
was leased furnished to the Empress. It is known that 
changes were needed; electric bells were installed in 
all rooms, all linen and mattresses were renewed and 
the billiard table was removed. The plaques are fixed 
to the Mansion wall above the veranda looking over 
the Pram Walk and above the Court veranda looking 
over the gardens.

Sir John Mills, one of the most popular and beloved 
English actors, was born Lewis Ernest Watts Mills on 
February 22, 1908, at the Watts Naval Training College 
in North Elmham, Norfolk, England. The young Mills 
grew up in Felixstowe, Suffolk, where his father was a 
mathematics teacher and his mother was a theatre box-
office manager. The plaque is fixed to the wall of 9 
Gainsborough Road

Thanks to George Buckland for organising these placements
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The Sutton Hoo Burial
Talk by Mark Mitchels on 23 November 2010

I have always been fascinated with Sutton Hoo ever since I went there on a school outing 
in 1950. It made such an impression then that any excuse to learn even more about it 
almost became an obsession. Thus the talk on Sutton Hoo by Mark Mitchels, who gives 
talks on many and varied subjects, was not to be missed. As with any good story it has its 
hero, its heroine and a few villains. So when the Romans left our shores in the 4th and 5th 
centuries for warmer climes they left a skeletal road system and the easiest way of travel 
was on the water. And then when the Anglo- Saxons arrived from Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark - some of the great seafaring nations of the time - and found the River Deben 
exploration of its adjacent banks was essential. A timber palace was built at Rendlesham 
about 2 miles further up the Deben valley and Raedwald of the Wuffingsʼ dynasty, the 
greatest of East Anglian kings, ruled from here and no doubt Sutton Hoo would develop 
into an ideal burial ground for the king and items he might require in the afterworld. 

Many centuries later just before the outbreak of the second World War Mrs Edith Pretty,
a widow and owner of Tranmer House which overlooked the dozen or so mounds, became 
more interested in this part of her land. Following the advice of a friend and local historian 
Vincent a teacher at Woodbridge School she sought the help of Guy Maynard of Ipswich 
Museum who introduced her to a certain Basil Brown. He was a former land worker and 
showed considerable talent in digging historical sites in Suffolk. This amateur 
archaeologist started work at Sutton Hoo in the summer of 1938, with the help of Mrs 
Pretty's gardener and gamekeeper, on the second largest mound where he experienced 
handling the soil on the site. Soon they moved on to Mound 1 and fortunately as the 
acidity of soil destroyed the wood of the buried longship it allowed the outline to remain. 
So with great skill Brown retraced the complete undisturbed shape and the rivets which 
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had kept it together. Soon the remains of the contents were unearthed and in August 1939 
a coroner's court was held in the corrugated iron village hall of Sutton to decide who could 
claim ownership of this treasure trove. Many articles and books have been written on the 
items unearthed during the dig. 

Sadly Mrs Pretty died in 1942 and the new owners of the Sutton Hoo estate had no time 
for a 'lot of nonsense' about Anglo-Saxon kings being buried on the land and as Sutton 
Hoo burial mounds were now a Scheduled Monument they didn't touch them. During the 
next few years a Sutton Hoo Society was formed and a replica or two of the Anglo-Saxon 
longship were built and sailed in the Deben. Eventually the National Trust took over the 
Sutton Hoo Estate and following more excavations by the Suffolk Archaeology Unit and 
the building of the Interpretation Centre it opened its doors in 2002. 

Guess who visits this site about six times a year and can often imagine an Anglo-Saxon 
longship sailing up the Deben and the crew viewing this landscape for the very first time. 
Thank you Edith Pretty for giving us Sutton Hoo. If only she could see it now - would this 
heroine be impressed? 

Elizabeth Horn

A Christmas Celebration
7 December 2010

The Society does not usually hold a meeting in December, but in 2010 Phil Hadwen, our 
Vice Chairman, thought it would be nice to do something a bit different leading up to 
Christmas.

It was a cold evening on 7 December and the audience wasnʼt quite the large number we 
usually have at our meetings, but we were a very appreciative audience and we were 
delightfully entertained by Phil and his group.

The evening took the form of readings and music. The readings covered many different 
aspects of Christmas including St Nicholas, the origins of a traditional Basque lullaby “The 
Infant King” and the story of a Yorkshireman who went to hear Messiah for the first time in 
Huddersfield.  Knowing absolutely nothing about the whole event, he found it very strange 
that  some of the singers should be singing “All we like sheep” when he preferred a bit of 
beef himself!

The readings were interspersed with recorded music and our thanks go to Phil and his 
group: Alan & Joan Reeve, Michael Meredith, Gill Hadwen, and Derek & Vivian Peters for 
giving us such a delightful start to Christmas.

Gillian Hughes

7



Suffolk Fortifications
Talk by George Buckland on 25 January 2011 

George started his talk with a short update on his current task, in association with The 
Felixstowe Society, of erecting plaques connected to famous past inhabitants of 
Felixstowe.  He has 24 on his list at present, some have already been put up in and 
around the town and the scheme was receiving a lot of support from many people.

He then turned to the main business of the evening: ʻSuffolk Fortificationsʼ.  This would be 
a general overview of the subject.  When we look at East Anglia on a map it is easy to see 
how vulnerable we had been to attack.  Over time we had Angles, Vikings, Romans and 
Dutchmen knocking on our door.

Out of many likely sites of defence around Suffolk, George had chosen five which 
represented various eras, namely Framlingham Castle, Orford Castle, Landguard Fort, 
Martello Towers and Bawdsey Radar Station.

Firstly Framlingham Castle. This was a 
good example of its time and was still in 
excellent condition.  Framlingham 
Castle was built between 1189 – 1200 
by Roger Bigod, Earl of Norfolk.  It has 
a rectangular tower and an interesting 
upper wall walk with 12 flanking towers.  
A poorhouse was added in 1729.

Next came Orford Castle.  This castle was built by Henry 
II in 1165 at a total cost of £1413.  It once had several 
flanking towers similar to Framlingham but over the years 
most of the buildings had collapsed and disappeared, 
leaving only the Great Tower Keep – but what a tower!  It 
is a wonderful example of the architecture of the period.  
Orford Castle stands in a marvellous position overlooking 
the harbour which at one time had been a major port.  
Orford Ness can also be seen which had experienced a 
lot of modern history.  Since the First World War there 
had been a military presence and secret testing facilities 
had been present for most of this time.  During WWI a 
squadron of early biplanes of the Royal Flying Corps had 
been based there and one of these had shot down the 
German Zeppelin Airship L48.  The first experiments in 

radar undertaken by Robert Watson Watt and his team had been carried out at Orford 
Ness and they had eventually transferred to Bawdsey in 1935.  During the Cold War the 
Americans established a huge array of aerials.  Orford Ness has many stories to tell.
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George then turned back  to the 
17th century and to our own 
defence site, Landguard Fort.  In 
1667 in the middle of the Anglo-
Dutch War, the Dutch landed 
about 2000 men at what is now 
known as Cobboldʼs Point and 
marched along the beach to attack 
Landguard Fort using scaling 
ladders.  Fortunately the Governor 
of Landguard Fort, Captain 
Nathaniel Darrell, and his men 
beat off the Dutch soldiers.  This was the last time that England was invaded.

The next period of interest was 1800 and the 
Napoleonic Wars when England erected a chain of 
defensive towers along the coast against possible 
invasion. The design of the towers had been based 
on one at Mortella in Sicily after an attack by the 
British had failed to penetrate the very thick tower.  
The Prime Minister at the time was William Pitt the 
Younger and the towers were rather irreverently 
known as Mr Pittʼs pork pies, due to their similarity in 
shape to these delicacies. The towers along the East 
Coast were known by letters and of the five within 
our boundary, the one most accessible is P tower just 
off Langer Road.  This is used by the Coastguard 
organisation and the general public are admitted on 
application. The towers along the South Coast are 
identified by numbers.

The final defence building of the evening was Bawdsey Manor.  Robert Watson Watt and 
his team moved to Bawdsey Manor in 1935, the Air Ministry having paid Sir Cuthbert 
Quilter £25,000 for the whole estate.  They continued the work they had started at Orford 
Ness and it was at Bawdsey that radar was developed to detect aerial threats as they 
approached Britainʼs coastline.  Bawdsey became the prototype for a chain of radar 
stations that were to protect Britain during the Second World War.

Our thanks to George Buckland for a very interesting evening and for reminding us of the 
many great historical buildings we have in Suffolk.

Gillian Hughes
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Visit to Orwell Park Observatory 
17 February 2011

 
Oh dear I thought - what happens if the light of the moon - a full moon was due the next 
evening - affects the night sky when stargazing at the Orwell Park Observatory. Still things 
could get worse and they did. The sea-mist (or was it fog) at Felixstowe was still present 
when we arrived at Orwell Park and the top of the observatory was barely visible. It was 
also difficult to recognise the other members of our group who were well wrapped up with 
their hats pulled down over their ears. Hoodies etc didnʼt have a patch on us, but our guide 
Paul Whiting FRAS showed no signs of concern as he greeted us and led us to the base 
of the tower. He knew us only as Tinaʼs group as it was Tina Hammond the OASI (Orwell 
Astronomical Society Ipswich) librarian who arranged the tour for us. Paul apologized for 
the weather conditions and said Plan B might operate if the skies did not clear. Just before 
the ascent of 81 stairs we passed through what is now the boysʼ boot room where all 
manner of sporty male outdoor footwear “ lived” in wire cages. The aroma was quite 
unusual. Part way up the stairs we passed the bursarʼs office which still housed the marble 
slab originally used when the Turkish bath chambers were operational. Some building! 

The  belvedere was the first stopping point and it was here that Paul told us the history of 
Orwell Park. The mansion was built for Admiral Edward Vernon famous for many sea 
campaigns against the French and Spanish and later an MP for many constituencies, 
Ipswich being one of them, in the mid 18th century. On his death in 1757 his cousin 
Francis inherited the estate, had the mansion rebuilt and added a deer park. His nephew 
John then became owner until 1818 when his sister Aruthesa and her husband Robert 
Harland took over ownership. In 1848 a very wealthy Victorian bachelor a Colonel George 
Tomline invested vast amounts of money in the estate. The road which passed between 
the house and River Orwell was redirected behind the house to give uninterrupted views 
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and the estate workers were rehoused in Nacton so their homes on the estate could be 
demolished. Being the fashion of the day Tomline thought this would be an ideal setting for 
an observatory and so architect John Macvicar Anderson designed the building inside 
which a Wilfrid Airy civil engineer and second son of the 7th Astronomer Royal was 
responsible for the internal fittings - money was obviously no problem. Included were some 
wonderful features such as a water-powered lift to all levels, but now with health and 
safety issues and the cost of upkeep it was removed, and the space made into a library 
and a committee room on the different floors. The belvedere is an ideal area for many 
information displays and 3 small telescopes which Paul delighted in explaining to us. The 
9 foot high windows opened on to balconies which were separated by huge but exquisitely 
designed stone buttresses and added to the splendour at this height. Sadly as we looked 
outside the fog was still present. 

As we approached the 112th stair I could see the magnificent polished mahogany tongue 
and groove planked “ceiling” of the equatorial room where the telescope is housed. We 
were told it was most likely the work of a shipwright. The chill factor was quite noticeable 
and the draughts could be felt on the little bits of exposed flesh. The dome and shutter are 
constructed of deal-covered wrought iron frames and copper-clad on the outside and 
weathered to a lovely green patina. The main feature of this unusual room of course is the 
mount – an enormous grey metal clamp and arm holding the telescope weighing about 2 
tons and supported down to ground level on a separate framework independent of the 
main building so it would not be affected by any movement from the tower. It was cast by 
Ransomes of Ipswich as apparently most of those in the world are. The 10 inch refractor – 
the Tomline refractor and 3 inch transit telescope was supplied by Troughton and Sims of 
London and the object glass obtained from a firm in Munich were installed in 1873. On 
Tomlineʼs death in 1889 Captain Ernest Pretyman bought the estate but as he was not 
interested in astronomy he tried to sell the telescope to Eton college. Fortunately for many 
reasons this would have been a very expensive exercise dismantling the weighty 
telescope and support and it would have had to be reprogrammed at its new location as it 
had been designed specifically for this area. It was not used again until 1930 but then in 
1939 when the seventh armoured Division - aka The Desert Rats - occupied the building it 
was subjected to a lot of damage including the theft of many parts 

Paul demonstrated how the whole dome rotated on a cog system inset within the circular 
wall of the room and then opened the shutter. It was then that the cold damp air drifted in. 
Damart certainly make exceedingly good thermal wear. A small ladder was leant against 
the wall which a few of us foolish enough climbed and viewed the River Orwell shrouded in 
mist. Never mind perhaps if I speak to Keith nicely he may organise another trip to the 
observatory on a moonless and fog free night and I may be able to use my red-light torch 
carefully constructed following the instructions given. 

Once again I would like to thank all those who made our evening so enjoyable and 
informative. The Google website for Orwell Park Observatory relate to many different 
aspects of the observatory and make fascinating reading such as meteor watching and 
star gazing events from various locations including the Dip on Cliff Road looking towards 
Bawdsey and beyond to Orfordness thus avoiding the light pollution of the port behind. For 
taster events and open days the contact phone numbers are listed on these websites. 

Elizabeth  Horn
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Felixstoweʼs New Coastal Defences

Talk by Dr Rosalind Turner,
Coastal Process Specialist and Project Manager, Mott MacDonald Ltd

on 22 February 2011

St Andrewʼs Church Hall was packed to the doors, the microphone didnʼt work and Dr 
Turner did not have a projector for her slides but despite everything she gave a 
wonderfully informative and entertaining talk on the new coastal defences.

She gave a brief overview of the projects on which she had worked, internationally, and 
then went on to explain to her audience the scheme for Felixstowe which started in 
January 2009 and should finish in July 2012, the key objectives of which are the coastal 
protection scheme from the War Memorial to Jacobʼs Ladder

The beach levels at the Fludyerʼs have dropped over recent years and this is the area 
which will be tackled first in 2011.

From the War Memorial to The Hut there will be 50 metre long groynes, spaced 50 metres 
apart.  Around the area of The Hut they will be shorter and more closely spaced (ca. 40m 
length and 40m spacing), extending to 60-65 metre long groynes in the northern section 
(around the Fludyerʼs Arms at Undercliff Road East). The beach will be recharged with a 
shingle and sand mix beach material.  Though it had been hoped that material for the 
beach could be sourced from the shingle banks at the mouth of the Deben Estuary, this is 
not possible as this is beginning to vegetate and make its own habitat.  The rocks for the 
groynes will come from either Norway or France.

A rock revetment at +4.00 metres OD (20cm higher than the level of the existing 
promenade around Undercliff Road East) with a 5.1 metre crest will be constructed round 
Cobboldʼs Point so that it will be possible to walk along the coastline from Landguard to 
Jacobʼs Ladder.  There will then be a short gap before the prom at Brackenbury begins.

There will be short section of timber between the sea wall and the rock groyne on every 
other groyne and sets of steps on the groynes in between.  A plant access ramp will be 
provided for beach maintenance at Cobboldʼs Point and there will be a disabled ramp at 
Bath Tap.

The design of the scheme will be completed by the end of March, contractors will be 
working in June/July and there will be beach activity from July to November.  Work will 
then stop for the winter and the last phase will be completed in the 3 months following April 
2012.

We were fortunate in that one of our new members was able to dash home during the first 
part of the talk and reappeared with his projector in time for us to see the slides Dr Turner 
had brought along.

There were many questions all of which were answered most capably and we must thank 
our speaker for overcoming a particularly challenging evening.

Susanne Barsby
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Beachwatch 2010

                 Photo by Lynn Allen

At 9.30am on Saturday 18 September, 21 members and friends assembled on the 
promenade to start what was to be The Felixstowe Society’s 11th year of involvement with 
the Marine Conservation Society Beachwatch 2010 Weekend. The MCS Beachwatch is 
the largest beach cleanup within the UK. Last year 4,655 volunteers took part and together 
cleaned 397 beaches over the weekend and removed a massive 342,151 pieces of litter 
filling 2,742 rubbish bags.

Volunteers in Suffolk helped clean beaches all along the coast and estuaries including 
Aldeburgh, Southwold, Dunwich, Orfordness, Felixstowe, and Trimley Marshes. All litter 
gets analysed and recorded and the results are sent back to MCS which uses it to 
understand marine pollution so it can help marine habits in the future.
 
We were blessed with a clear blue sky and with  a warm sun on our backs as we left 
Seagull and  Seashell Cottages and worked our way southwards to The Spa Pavilion and 
by 11.30 am we had collected 9 black bags of rubbish weighing 18 Kg. 

We would like to thank Lynn Allen, the Suffolk Coast and Heaths’ Countryside Officer, for 
efficiently co-ordinating the event. Lynn also came along to encourage at the start and took 
this photograph  of our happy band of beach cleaners. Thanks also to Gillian Hughes and 
Susanne Barsby for providing refreshments at the finish and also the following for helping 
with the beach cleanup :- Peter and Beryl Gay and their grandson Luke, Peter Brown, 
Brian and Shirley Rayfield, Margaret Johns, Sandra Grosvenor, Gillian Hughes, Jeremy 
and Angela Pratt, Robert and Elizabeth Corker, Mike and Jan Atkinson, Susanne and 
Norman Barsby and Elizabeth Horn. Also thanks to Mary and Mick Langley from 
Cambridge (they were in Felixstowe for the weekend and had heard about the 
Beachwatch).

Keith Horn
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Beachwatch 2011 

The Felixstowe Society will again be taking part in this yearʼs Beachwatch event organised 
by the Marine Conservation Society and managed by Suffolk Coast and Heaths. 
Beachwatch Weekend takes place this year on 17 and 18 September and we will be 
completing our cleanup on SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER. 

Our collecting will be from Seagull and Seashell Cottages (not far from Fludyers Hotel) and 
we will work south towards The Spa Pavilion. 

Please put a note of this event in your diary - further details will be provided in the 
September Newsletter. 

Latest News

As I am sure we all appreciate how lucky we are to live by the sea and in an effort to keep 
our beach clean on a more regular basis, The Felixstowe Society would like to join the 
Adopt a Beach Scheme and in order to consider this we would like to know if you are 
interested. 

To take part we would agree to clean our part of the beach from one to four times a year 
and there would be limited recording on the extra three collection dates. We would also 
probably collect litter on a week day on the 3 extra collection days rather than a weekend. 
Please give this matter your support and if you are interested or would like more 
information, call me on 01394 270845 or email me at kjandehorn@btinternet.com - early 
reply would be appreciated please. 

Keith Horn 

The Felixstowe Society Garden Party 
Sunday 10th July 2010 

The Society will once again be holding a Garden Party at 33 Ferry Road by kind 
permission of Peter and Monica Smith commencing at 12.30 pm. Full details 
are given on the enclosed form. We will have to limit numbers to 60 but hope 

that many of our members will be able to join us for this pleasant Sunday 
afternoon event. The cost will be £7.00 per person. 

The application form is enclosed with this Newsletter.
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The Life of Charles Croydon 

Charles Croydonʼs Cottage Hospital

Charles Harry Edward Croydon was born in Ipswich on the 27th January 1847, to a father 
that had a hosiery and outfitting business in 46 Fore Street, which was then an important 
business centre. His father, was John Frederick Croydon, and it seems his mother, the 
former Jane Pownell, had given birth in domestic premises associated with the shop.

Following his school days, he became an apprentice to a jeweller John Warren, with 
wages of one shilling (5p) a week. He left the apprenticeship before its expiry at the age of 
eighteen, and set himself up as a watch maker at 1 Hatton Buildings in Tavern Street. 

Many years later, with his business located at 50 and 52 Tavern Street and greatly 
expanded, it was described in a local directory as manufacturing jeweller, watch and clock 
maker, electroplater and gilder, diamond and pearl setter, engraver and optician. It must be 
assumed that he was assisted by a number of employees by this time. 

In addition to the Tavern Street property, eventually he was to own a shop and premises at 
number 54, a house and a shop at 56 Tavern Street, as well as a shop, house, land and 
workshop in Hamilton Road and Victoria Street, Felixstowe. 

In order to emphasise the longevity of the business, there was above the entrance door of 
the large shop in Ipswich an unusual advertisement based on a family tree. This featured a 
young woman referring to her marriage ring having been bought at Croydon's, and a 
number of her female ancestors, each of whom also wore a ring purchased at Croydon's.

He married a local girl, Caroline Mary Bennett, the daughter of a shoe manufacturer, in 
April 1868, who proved to be an invaluable aid in the administration of the business. The 
couple had three sons, Charles William, Frederick George and Percival Albert, each of 
whom followed their father in the trade of watchmaking and jewellery. 
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Croydon was clearly a charitable man, and while a churchwarden for St Lawrence Church, 
Ipswich, presented the church with a replica silver chalice. Later, when living in Felixstowe, 
he supplied an organ for St Andrew's Church. 

In August 1886 Croydon moved his home to Felixstowe, purchasing Rose Cottage and two 
adjacent building plots in Hog Lane, which name was later changed to Constable Road. 
The vendors were the Ipswich and Suffolk Freehold Land Society and the cost of the 
property was £450. Together with its two undeveloped plots of land, the garden of Rose 
Cottage was a large one, and well suited his hobby of growing roses. 

He became a Freemason, and was for some years a member of the Perfect Friendship 
Lodge in Ipswich, and after his removal to Felixstowe, joined the local Felix Lodge in 1899. 
He was also elected a local councillor, and was a member of the Felixstowe and Walton 
Urban District Council for some twelve years. 

The eldest son, Charles William, was apprenticed to Jacobs in Hatton Garden, London 
and became a Fellow of the British Horological Institute. He worked in the Ipswich 
business for most of his life, living in associated premises, until his death in 1928. 

In 1889 Croydon opened a branch shop in Felixstowe, on the Victoria Parade, and his 
youngest son Percival Albert worked there, living at 48 Hamilton Road. Percival followed 
his father on the local Council, and much later became the Treasurer of the Cottage 
Hospital. 

During the 1890s Croydon became ill and went to London for a medical consultation. He 
was told he needed a serious operation, and was advised to go back and have the 
operation done comfortably in his own home. 

To modern eyes this may seem strange, but the advice was sound. Asepsis was not then 
employed in surgery, so there was no sterilisation of instruments, no rubber gloves, and 
the surgeonʼs operating coat was worn for operation after operation, without cleaning. 

It had been known for some time that the death rate following major accident or surgery 
was much higher in the large hospitals, than when the patient was treated in small 
hospitals, or in private houses. Indeed earlier one famous surgeon, Sir James Simpson, 
had seriously advocated closing all large hospitals and building many small ones. The 
deaths were frequently caused by ʻhospital fever', often an acute contagious disease 
called erysipelas, which very much later was able to be treated easily by penicillin. 

Croydon accepted the consultant's advice, and in 1898 the necessary operation was 
carried out by Dr W A Elliston from I pswich, probably on the kitchen table of Rose 
Cottage. The operation was a success, and he was so relieved that he vowed that when 
he died he would leave money to endow a hospital in Felixstowe. Later his wife Caroline 
persuaded him to carry out this intention in his life time. 

Initially, he planned to move house and leave Rose Cottage to be converted to a hospital, 
but before doing so he sensibly visited several existing cottage hospitals, and concluded 
that conversion would not be satisfactory. He decided that Rose Cottage should be 
demolished and a new building raised on the site.
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So in 1905 he bought Kenilworth Villa in Montague Road, Felixstowe moved to live there, 
and stayed the rest of his life. Active as ever, the next year he presided over a newly 
formed Felixstowe Traders Association, and also raised a fund for the provision of band 
performances. 

Kenilworth Villa in Felixstowe, the home of Charles Croydon from 1905 until 1916

The new hospital would be a so-called voluntary one, since only voluntary donations, and 
no public money, would be available to run it. Some local critics believed the town was too 
small to support a hospital of ten beds, thus incurring a perpetual need to raise funds. 
Croydon however, had investigated well and responded that Southwold had had its own 
cottage hospital for over ten years, and that Southwold had a smaller population than 
Felixstowe and Walton. 

Felix Cobbold, the philanthropist, had inherited the house on Cobbold's Point, instructed 
Cotman to build a replacement house there, to be called the Lodge, and moved from his 
domicile in Ipswich - to the Lodge. Croydon asked him, as an eminent local resident, to 
become President of the Hospital Committee, which was to run the hospital following 
commissioning. Cobbold accepted the offer, but unfortunately died before the building of 
the new hospital was completed. 
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Mrs Jervis White - Jervis and Charles Croydon at the laying 
of the foundation stone, 21st August 1909

Cobbold's widowed sister, Lucy Jervis White - Jervis, who lived in Cliff House on Bath Hill, 
agreed to lay the foundation stone, and this was carried out with due ceremony on 21st 
August 1909. 

The foundation stone for the new building records the builder as Thomas Ward and Son, 
and the architect as Henry Wright MSA, but in fact it is not clear whether the hospital was 
built entirely to Wright's design. This is because Henry Buxton, who had designed a large 
number of buildings in Felixstowe, had also produced a series of drawings presumably for 
Croydon, labelled the "Cottage Hospital, Constable Road, 1909." Unfortunately, the 
surviving drawings are currently said to be in too fragile a condition for public scrutiny. 

Wright's design was for a two-storey building with two four-bedded and two single bed 
wards, with consulting rooms, an operating theatre, and four bedrooms on the first floor. 
The medical services were to be provided by a number of local medical practitioners, 
including one qualified surgeon. 

Some years previously an effort had been made by the Vicar of Walton, the Reverend C 
Marriott, to raise money to build a cottage hospital for the town. Insufficient funds had been 
donated to do this, but the Trustees of the fund, including Mrs Allenby and Mrs Jervis 
White-Jervis, agreed that this money could be used to furnish and equip Croydon's 
hospital.
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Exact date of this photograph is unknown, but between 1910 
and 1916. First row, Charles Croydon on the left, next to the 
hospital Matron. Mrs Croydon is unidentified, but  is one of 
those three ladies in dark clothes. Standing on the extreme 
left is the former Vicar of Walton, with five doctors, one 
doctorʼs wife and the retired Town Clerk.

In replacement of Cobbold, Croydon asked Captain Pretyman of Orwell Park to preside 
over the Hospital Committee, which he accepted. The Opening Ceremony was held on a 
very fine day, the 16th July 1910, in the presence of many local dignitaries, including Mrs 
Douglas Tollemache, Mrs Allenby and Lady Quilter. 

Croydon formally presented the deeds of the hospital to Pretyman, which conveyed the 
hospital and its land as a gift to the Trustees, as from 5th July that year. He then handed to 
Lady Beatrice Pretyman an ornamental key in silver gilt as a memento, with which she 
opened the door and declared the hospital open. 

The hospital having been called Croydon Cottage Hospital, it was later occasionally found 
that confusion was arising with Croydon town, then in the county of Surrey. It would have 
been a somewhat delicate matter to delete his name from the title of the hospital, but, 
presumably with his agreement, in March 1916 the Board of Governors passed a 
resolution formally changing the name to Felixstowe Cottage Hospital. 

A year or two following the opening of the hospital Croydon's health began to fail. After 
being in a declining condition for about three years, he died on 28th August 1916 at 
Kenilworth Villa, his home in Montague Road. His widow, who had been present when he 
died, registered his death as a master jeweller. 

The funeral service was held at St John's Church in Felixstowe, with the interment at 
Ipswich Cemetery, on 1st September 1916. 
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There already existed a burial stone for his parents in the cemetery, and a more elaborate 
memorial with a stone cross, was set up adjacent to it. His widow joined him there when 
she died in May 1922, and other members of the family are also buried in the area 
between four yew trees. 

 Memorial Cross for Charles Croydon in Ipswich Cemetery. 
     Later his widow and other family members were buried here.

His will appointed his wife and his three sons to be executrix, executors and trustees. 
Options were given to Charles and Percival with relation to their shops, whether they 
wished only to buy the stock of their respective businesses, sell the business, lease the 
premises or buy the freehold at prices he put forward. Frederick's jewellery business in St 
Botolph's Street, Colchester is not mentioned. 

The gross value of the estate was £18,558, and the net value of his personal estate was 
£2953. 

A codicil of the same date as the will instructed his executors to pay a net sum of £100 per 
annum to the Croydon Cottage Hospital in half yearly instalments, for ten years from the 
date of his death. This money was to be spent on the upkeep of the hospital or credited to 
an endowment fund, should any such fund come into existence. The codicil also gave 
legacies of smaller sums of money to a companion house keeper, and to an assistant in 
the I pswich and Felixstowe shops. 

It seems very likely that had Croydon not bequeathed his Cottage Hospital to the town, 
Felixstowe would have been without its own hospital for the last hundred years. 
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Firstly, because only another very well-off and generous donor would have written off, as 
Croydon did, his initial investment and then have provided the funds to demolish Rose 
Cottage, and fund a new building. Secondly since 1948, National Health Service 
managers, more than once, have planned to close the hospital down, without any 
promises or plans to rebuild.

Felixstowe Community Hospital today

Generations of the people of the town have good reason therefore to be grateful for the 
generosity of this one man. 

Leslie Ramsey
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Newsletter Quiz (2) Answers ( see January Newsletter)

1. 1898                                        11. 1881                                 

2. R Martello tower                      12. 1880

3. Officially 26 May 1926             13. The Felix Hotel (Harvest House)

4. 552                                           14. 1914

5. Beach House                           15. R Y Osborne

6. Cynthia Park                            16. Leisure Centre 

7. Mr Mason                                 17. Felixstowe House 

8. Henry II                                    18. Hog Lane

9. Felix Thornley Cobbold            19. 1969 

10. Colonel Tomline                      20. The Titan crane

Correction

In the January Newsletter this photograph of the Gazebo next to the Jacobʼs Ladder at 
Cobboldʼs Point was said to have been taken in 1927. This is incorrect, it was taken in
1972 by Michael Thomas and the Gazebo was probably removed soon after this.

22



The Rise and Fall of the Ferry Boat Inn, Walton
(now called ʻThe Dooleyʼ)

Walton Ferry Boat Inn in 1877, now renamed The Dooley. A possible 
explanation for the name's origin is that men in the garrison at 
Landguard Fort  described the Walton Inn as Douali Tap after a mental 
hospital they had known while serving in India. The then remote 
setting of the pub, and rough scenes enacted inside and outdoors, 
might  have caused jokes about soldiers being mad to go there. 
Another explanation is that  Dooley is a corruption of an old word for 
border: dole, pronounced Doole in Suffolk dialect. If this is so, the 
name would refer to the Walton - Trimley St Mary boundary. 

The following article was written by Roland Bloomfield in December 1974 and was passed 
to The Society by the late George Burt who was keen that it should be made known.

During the past few years, I have read in the Felixstowe Times with great 
interest articles written about a few of the public houses in Walton and District 
during the early days.  There is one old public house which, to my knowledge, 
has not been mentioned and that is the Walton Ferry Boat Inn (which is now 
called The Dooley).  I happen to know the early  history of this wonderful old inn 
because a man named James Moore, who was my grandfather, was the 
landlord well over a hundred years ago.

James Moore was a sea captain, but he retired from the sea and went to Walton 
in Suffolk with his wife Charlotte and his three sons and two daughters and took 
over the Walton Ferry Boat Inn.  On entering the tap  room on the right hand 
side, there were two or three steps down to the beer cellar where the big barrels 
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were on stands.  All beer was drawn from the barrels in those days.  The collar 
was partitioned by  a wooden trellis which was white-washed.  The floor was 
stone-flagged and was cleaned and sanded every day.  There were several 
polished copper spittoons on the floor.  There were also two or three slightly 
circular forms which were boarded at the back from the floor to about 4 or 5 foot 
high: those were painted black and in the winter I have seen the old boys sitting 
on those forms round a big fire, smoking their clay pipes.

There was no railway to Felixstowe in those early days, the nearest stations 
being Harwich and Ipswich. Since the inn was quite close to the harbour, James 
started a passenger and freight service with two large sailing boats, to provide a 
connection to Harwich station and this became the quickest route to London: a 
jetty was built behind the Walton Battery from where the boats sailed.  The 
passengers were mainly the well-to-do people – they included Lady Logan who 
would be driven by her coachman and footman in her carriage and pair to the 
Walton Ferry Boat Inn, where she and her friends would go in and put on 
oilskins before starting the journey across the harbour. James Moore also 
started to run a four-in-hand wagonette passenger service to Ipswich: this was 
driven by his oldest son, David, (this service was on the road many years before 
the Yellow Bus about which I believe an article was sent in by Mr Willy  Archer.  I 
can remember the Yellow Bus being on the road).  James Mooreʼs other two 
sonsʼ names were George and William, and the daughters were Charlotte and 
Emma.

James Moore, being a progressive businessman, also started a coal business, 
and did a lot of contract work for the Council.  He had altogether forty  horses 
and his son, George, managed this side of the business.  All this continued until 
the G E Railway opened a line to Felixstowe, the Beach Station being the first 
one to be built.  A hotel was also built close by, called the Station Hotel.  This 
caused the four-in-hand wagonette to be taken off the road and David made an 
application and became the landlord of the Station Hotel.  George got married 
and became landlord of the White Horse Inn, Old Felixstowe: he also took over 
the coal business. Charlotte married a man by the name of George Waller and 
they went to Canada.  Emma married a man called Ephraim Bloomfield, and 
those were my parents.

Research Corner No.12
Wyclif Hall

Recently I was asked where Wyclif Hall was, and although the name was familiar to me I 
couldn`t supply the information. Consequently I started asking around and following 
various lines of research I was eventually contacted by a member of the Salvation Army, 
who loaned me a booklet, which gave me the answer! Not only that but I was supplied with 
more fascinating information regarding the early history of Felixstowe.

In 1869 the first Free Church was built in Ranelagh Road, made of wood and known as 
the Evangelical Free Church. It was situated on the seaward side of Orwell Road, almost 
opposite Brownlow Road and was to become the forerunner of the Congregational 
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Church. It cost £160. Not many years passed before it was found that these premises 
were not large enough, so in 1876, for the modest sum of £80, the building was enlarged. 
A year later the Manse, the house named Rossmore which still stands today, was built for 
£475. Although the congregation had a larger church and Manse, which was adequately 
furnished, there had been a problem for some time in obtaining a settled Minister. This 
problem was initially overcome by inviting Lay Preachers and Ministers to give their 
services, and in exchange they were allowed to occupy the Manse during their stay in 
Felixstowe.

As time passed the Methodists and the Presbyterians broke away and started holding their 
own services, and eventually building their own churches. The Baptists and 
Congregationalists remained strong and grew even stronger, so that in 1888 an 
enlargement fund was started, by a person named Simpson, with a subscription of £10. 
The Sunday School was founded in 1884.

On 24th November 1892 the church members decided that it was time for a reorganisation 
and the new Union Church was formed. Among the names on the first nominal roll of 29 
names can be seen Tuddenham, Gooding and Thompson, and soon after Mr and Mrs A E 
Money were added and they still worshipped at the church in the 1950s.

All these progressive changes had happened without a Minister, but at last in 1897 the 
church appointed its first minister  The Rev John Stewart, who had been in Hastings for 36 
years. It is recorded that the Rev Stewart was a fine scholar and a grand Christian 
gentleman.

At his first annual meeting, which began at 6pm with a tea, the issue of the building fund, 
started in 1888, was an item on the agenda. A building plot on the corner of Ranelagh 
Road and Cobbold Road was suggested as a site for a new church building and eventually 
the plans were passed by the Building Committee and Wyclif Hall was erected in 1898.
By the following year the church membership had reached 59, with an average of 50 
attending Communion services! Meetings were not always popular and there is a record of 
an attendance of 3 on 27th September 1899.

In 1902 an organ was installed for £306 -11- 6. Much was made of its design because it 
was specially made to take up as little of the seating accommodation as possible.
In 1905 Wyclif Hall was registered for marriages.The Rev John Stewart resigned in 
September 1907 after 10 years of faithful service and sadly his death was announced in 
December 1908. The church continued for the next two years without a Minister, eventful 
years because the Baptists left to start their own church. On the second Sunday in July 
1909 The Rev F T Astbury started his Ministry.

Again it was felt that the church building was too small for a growing church in a growing 
community, so a new Building Committee was formed in 1910.This committee had plans 
prepared to build a new church on the old site in Ranelagh Road, but eventually due to 
finances this scheme was scrapped. Another scheme, with plans drawn and agreed, was 
prepared for a site in Brownlow Road, but by now it was 1914 and world events scuppered 
this idea. When The Rev Astbury left in February 1920 there was still no new church, but 
with The Rev F G Tizzard, MA commencing his work in December 1920 changes were on 
the horizon. A new church was now regarded as wishful thinking so it was decided to 
enlarge the existing church and Mr H Munson, a church member, produced acceptable 
plans and he also oversaw the completion of the work. A new nave was built and the 
original hall became the transept of the enlarged church.
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The new Congregational Church was opened on 31st May 1922; the cost of the 
enlargement was £2,500.

Just before The Rev A Allon Smith 
joined the church in April 1926 a 
new Manse was purchased in 
Barton Road. His son grew up 
here and went on to become The 
Rev D Allon Smith, who was 
Minister at St George`s 
Presbyterian Church, Orwell Road 
for some time.
On New Yearʼs Day 1935 another 
new era started when the youthful 
Rev Norman F Chubb took up his 
duties. It was during this year that 
the Sunday School halls were 
added at a cost of £1,800. There 
was a special stone laying 

ceremony and service conducted by The Rev W H Watson of Tacket Street, Ipswich held 
on Wednesday 17th November 1937 when close supporter of the church, Mr Max Wootton 
(Uncle Max to many of the children) laid the stone on behalf of the Sunday School. In a 
cavity beneath the stone is a sealed bottle containing a copy of the Order of Service, a 
copy of Mr Wootton`s address, a list of all the scholars and teachers in the Sunday School 
at the time and several 1937 coins.
In August 1939 The Rev Chubb left and for 10 months of the war period the church carried 
on without a minister, relying on supply preachers and other friends to keep going. By 
June 1940 only 25 members of the church remained in Felixstowe and the church now 
approached The Rev A J Raymont of the Trinity Methodist Church suggesting united 
services. A scheme was quickly worked out and services were held on alternate Sundays 
in the Trinity and Congregational churches. This continued until 24th October 1944 when 
The Rev Bryn Rees was asked to became the Minister of the Congregational church. He 
arrived to start his duties on 1st June 1945 and left in April 1950 after building up the 
church membership to 160. After a four month gap The Rev Eric Pyle MA was appointed 
and his induction and ordination services were on 13th September 1950.   

Since 1979 the Wyclif Hall has 
been occupied by the Salvation 
Army and they have made 
changes. The history between 
1950 and the present needs 
researching as many of the 
Congregational Church records 
are buried in the Suffolk Records 
Office. As with much research the 
information is available if you know 
where to look and this present 
subject will certainly be revisited 
some time in the future.

Phil Hadwen
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Plaques Progress
Since the last newsletter three more commemorative plaques have been placed in 
Felixstowe. On a very wet Saturday afternoon in February a small crowd (including some 
Society members) paid tribute to a man who has been called Felixstoweʼs “secret hero”, 
Harry Fensom,  one of the people who worked at Bletchley Park in complete secrecy on 
various means of decoding enemy signals. As a Felixstowe resident, he became a 
frequent customer of Magpie Bookshop in Hamilton Road. The owner Stephanie 
Simmonds, on learning of our plaque campaign, offered a suitable site beside the shop 
window.  So here it is – come and see for yourselves 

On 12 March we duly paid tribute to the lady who, by her visit in the late 19th century, 
virtually put our town ʻon the mapʼ.  In 1891 Augusta Viktoria, Empress of Germany, stayed 
at South Beach Mansion, at the top of Bent Hill, along with her two younger children.  Her 
three older sons stayed in Hamilton Gardens at a house now known as Hamilton Court but 
which was then called Beach Cottage. The Deputy Mayor of Salzwedel, Herr Erich Kaiser, 
over here for a short stay, unveiled plaques at both locations.  The plaque on the mansion 
can be viewed from the nearby Pram Walk whilst the second must be seen from the road.

Unveilings for two more plaques are planned for the near future.  Watch for more details in 
the next newsletter.

George Buckland

Felixstowe Society Walks
We now guide three walks around various parts of Felixstowe, these show buildings and 
places that are of architectural and historic significance. 

The Cotman Walk has long been a favourite with Society members, groups and 
members of the general public. 
The Tomline Walk is quite new and covers our latest conservation area situated 
around and beyond the Leisure Centre. 
The Cobbold Walk is totally new this year and covers that area around Old 
Felixstowe and Cobbold's Point that is designated a detour in the excellent Society 
booklet "The Cotman Walk". 

We will be taking these walks for Society members, friends and members of the public on 
the following dates:

Sunday 8 May at 3 pm Tomline Walk Meet outside the Leisure Centre 
Sunday 5 June at 3 pm Cobbold Walk Meet at Brackenbury Sports Centre car park 
Tuesday 5 July at 7 pm Cotman Walk Meet in Great Eastern Square 
Wednesday 3 August at 7 pm Cobbold Walk Meet at Brackenbury Sports Centre car park 
Sunday 18 September at 3 pm Tomline Walk Meet outside the Leisure Centre. 

These are in addition to the programme on page 34

Phil Hadwen
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! ! ! !

Planning Applications
4 July 2010 to 21 March 2011

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

35 Hamilton Rd: Replace illuminated fascia sign.

Harvest House, Cobbold Rd:  Installation of solar panels. This installation will have 
little effect on the Conservation Area.   

52 Maybush Lane:  Demolition of two extensions.  Alterations of part of roof from 
pitched to flat and enlargement of window.  

Recent Applications

74/76 Hamilton Road:  Change of use from A1 to mixed A1/A 3.  These alterations will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.

The Triangle, Hamilton Road:  Erect open sided steel frame canopy.  The Society has 
no objection to this proposal for this important site in the middle of the town and adjacent 
to the Conservation Area.  However, while not a subject of this application, we have 
studied the plan and request that the seats and walls of this ʻgatheringʼ area are designed 
so as to be a deterrent to skate-boarders and BMX riders who will find this area an ideal 
spot to show their skills.

16 Hamilton Road:  Change of use to Restaurant and Café.  This change of use will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.

9 Cobbold Road:  Erect rear extension. These alterations will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area.

21 & 21A Constable Road:  Replace windows with UPVC.  If the replacement windows 
are as close a match to the originals as shown on the Design Statement, these alterations 
will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Applications awaiting a decision

Flat 3, 5 Beach Road West:  Replace windows with UPVC.  These alterations will have 
little effect on the Conservation Area.

Fishermanʼs Hall, The Ferry, Felixstowe:  Erect dormer window, balcony, new porch 
and window.  The Society objects to this proposal for the following reasons:
The proposed dormers are over scale and too large for the building.  We note that SPG 16 
4.8b states ʻDormers should generally have pitched roof, be physically small and set into 
the roof slope so they are not a strident feature in the roof as a whole.ʼ

28



Care must be taken with any alterations in the village to avoid adverse impact on the 
neighbours as detailed in SPG 16 5.2 (every effort should be made to avoid overlooking …
living room windows and garden ʻsitting out areasʼ.)  In our opinion the proposed 
alterations could well have this effect in this congested residential area.

9 College Green:  Alterations to existing rear window aperture.  These proposals will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Fronting 59 Hamilton Road:  Change of use of public highway for placing of tables 
and chairs etc.  These proposals will have little effect on the Conservation Area

3 The Pines:  Erect rear extension with roof terrace and loft conversion. The Society 
has no objection to the concept of the changes to this property but the degree of 
overlooking adjacent houses gives concern. The degree of overlooking does not meet the 
standards of SPG 16 5.2 and in particular those of SPG 5.5.  We therefore object to this 
part of the application and suggest that suitable side screening to the balcony, as has been 
done elsewhere, may solve the problem.

Other Applications
   
Wadgate House, 50 Princeʼs Street:  Erect 2 storey dwelling.  REFUSED by SCDC.

David Crawford
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These thoughts by Malcolm Stafford on the curious world we live in 
arrived by email. 

Oil reserves

I was very surprised to read recently that Canada has the second largest proven oil 
reserves after Saudi Arabia and more than Iran, Iraq, The United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait.

The reason why Canada has risen up the list of oil producers is found in Alberta's oil sands 
where an estimated 173 billion barrels of crude is contained in an area the size of Florida.

Already Canada exports 2 million barrels daily to the United States, more than any other 
country including Saudi Arabia and this is only likely to increase still further.

The oil is separated from the tar sand in a process not unlike a large spin cycle which 
separates the bitumen from the sand in temperatures considerable lower than in Saudi 
Arabia. It is then piped to refineries in Minnesota, North Dakota and Ohio. 

Politically this of course has great significance and Canada is likely to become the new 
Saudi Arabia, the last great oil kingdom right on the doorstep of the current largest 
consumer of oil.

Bags

From what I see, less and less of us are accepting the plastic bags introduced in 1977 at 
checkout desks,  but there are still too many littering our streets and beaches.

Experts say it takes an estimated 1,000 years for petroleum based plastic bags to 
decompose and with oil running out maybe we should also consider the drain on this 
commodity when we do use them.

However, we should also consider the trees used to produce paper bags which some 
would argue involves more energy use and water pollution than that of plastic bags. 

Paper bags are also heavier to transport around so use more fossil fuel and are more 
expensive for retailers. The advantage is of course that paper is biodegradable and 
recyclable.

So what is the answer? Many environmentally conscious individuals (such as my wife) 
have got the message that it isn't plastic versus paper, it is getting rid of plastic in favour of 
recycled paper but better still to use reusable bags.
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The Alternative View

Once again, or should I say as always, the cost of fuel in our country is deeply affecting 
the profitability of business and individuals' income, even with the help in the last budget.

Three quarters of the price of our fuel is swallowed up by our Government and now a 
combination of our increased VAT and the global price of oil has pushed the price of all 
fuels to record levels.

This has necessitated 24 hour surveillance of heating oil tanks and farmers "red" diesel 
tanks to avoid robbery.

Some would say we are lectured far too much by environmentalists bleating on about 
carbon and sustainability who seem to totally ignore the huge costs of environmental 
policies. What do these environmentalists want us to do they ask? Stay at home because 
commuting is too expensive, wrap up more to keep warm and avoid burning carbon, give 
up global trade and buy locally made products? Our Environmental Secretary tells us fuel 
is rising for "environmental " reasons and the Government supports this!

We are supposed to be an advanced western industrial economy and if we continue to 
clog up our seas and land with expensive wind farms which will probably cost us more 
than nuclear power where will our economy end up?

We are already in the midst of a serious economic crisis as European countries are picked 
off by currency speculators and is it a coincidence that Europe contains the most virulent 
greens who seem to think their principled mission is far more important than keeping up 
with China and India and seem to believe that to be green and broke is better than to be 
prosperous.

Our history is based on trade which means transportation, so why are we making transport 
unaffordable and shouldn't we be prioritising our efforts to bring back prosperity rather than 
spending so much saving the planet.
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Summer Visits for 2011
Please note that all visits must be booked in advance using the separate form with 
booking fee. Please provide a separate cheque for each visit and please note the latest 
booking dates. Please also note that The Societyʼs insurance covers members up to the 
age of 85.  

Please note that we cannot guarantee that a refund will be made in the event of you 
cancelling a booking. Each case will be considered on its merits.                                                                                                                                                                                    

Felixstowe Society Day Visit to Essex Wednesday 15 June 2011 

Why not join us for a visit to Essex and with the help of Claire our Blue Badge Guide we 
will learn about the history and stories of the Essex Smugglers. We will be passing through 
some beautiful countryside. After meeting Claire at Tollgate Services we will make our way 
to Wilkin and Son at Tiptree in time for coffee and perhaps cake in their very attractive cafe 
and visit the Tiptree and Son Museum (free entry) which we are sure you will find most 
interesting. 

After more stories we will make our way to Maldon for a lunch break and free time to 
explore. We then continue our journey to Burnham on Crouch with more free time. 
We will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.00 am and pick up en route at Great Eastern 
Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley. We will arrive back in Felixstowe at 
approximately 5.30 pm. 

The booking fee amounts to £21.00 and includes coach travel, our Blue Badge Guide and 
a tip for our driver. Please note that we will require the completed Booking Form and 
Payment by 30 May 2011. 

Visit to Oxburgh Hall Wednesday 13 July 2011 

A day visit to Oxburgh Hall has been arranged including free time in the lovely market town 
of Swaffham. Oxburgh Hall is a National Trust run property and we would recommend that 
you join us to step back in time through the magnificent Tudor gatehouse into the 
dangerous world of Tudor politics and discover how the house and its owners survived. 
Oxburghʼs secret doors and priestsʼ hole make this a house of mystery and history. Our 
entry fee entitles to the house and garden. 

We will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.00 am and will pick up en route at Great 
Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley. 

We expect to arrive in Swaffham by 11.00 am for free time and will leave at 12.30 pm thus 
giving members time for an early lunch if required. Oxburgh Hall have a cafe/tea room 
serving soup, jacket potatoes, sandwiches and the like. There is also a picnic area. 
We will arrive back in Felixstowe between 5.30 pm and 6.00 pm. 
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The booking fee amounts to £22.00 and this includes coach travel, entry into Oxburgh Hall 
and Gardens and a tip for our driver. National Trust members will be charged £15.00 
providing they produce a valid membership card to gain entry on the day. 
Early booking is recommended and we will require the completed form and fee by Monday 
16 May 2011. 

Visit to Bentwaters Sunday 14 August 2011 

We have arranged a half day visit to Bentwaters where we will have the opportunity to visit 
Bentwaters Cold War Museum (BCWM) and also have a private tour of the old airfield site. 
Located on the former RAF Bentwaters the BCWM is the only museum in the UK housed 
within a disused USAF WING COMMAND POST. Why not join us for a totally unique 
experience. 

After the museum we will board our coach for an extensive tour of the area with guided 
commentary and will be taken into many places of interest including bomb dump, 
restoration hangers, hush house, fuel sections etc. There is a cafe selling snacks and 
drinks. 

We will depart from Garrison Lane Car Park at 1.00 pm calling en route at Great Eastern 
Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley and make our way to Bentwaters. We 
expect to be back in Felixstowe by 5.30pm. 

The Booking Fee amounts to £15.00 and includes coach travel, entry to BCWM and 
guided coach tour of the airfield and a tip for our driver. Numbers are limited and early 
booking is recommended. We will require the completed Booking Form and Fee by 
Monday 18 July 2011 

Visit to Long Melford Thursday 22 September 2011 

We have arranged a day visit to Long Melford where we will have some free time to 
explore this attractive market town. In fact, earlier this year Long Melford was selected as 
a winner of the Annual British Heritage Awards in the category Best Historic Town or 
Village 2010. Long Melford was a busy village in Tudor times and still attracts visitors and 
holiday makers from all over the UK and the world.  Following a cup of tea or coffee we will 
have free time until after lunch when we will be guests of the Long Melford Society who 
have agreed to take us on a walking tour of the town. 

We will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 10.00 am and will pick up en route at Great 
Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley. We will arrive back in 
Felixstowe at about 5.00 pm. 

The Booking Fee amounts to £12.00 per person and includes coach travel, morning tea/
coffee and a tip for our driver. We will require the completed booking form and fee by 
Monday 1 August.

Please note - members wishing to attend visits with a wheel chair or lightweight 
buggy will need to be accompanied by a fit adult to care for their needs at all times 
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Programme for 2011

Tuesday 17 May! AGM and speaker David Tolliday.  Our foremost local 
historian explores Felixstowe during World War II.

 Wednesday 15 June*** ! Day visit to Essex Join us on a fascinating Essex 
Smugglers Tour with Blue Badge Guide in attendance.  
We also visit Wilkin & Son at Tiptree, Maldon and 
Burnham on Crouch. See details on page 32.

!
Sunday 10 July! Garden Party.  Details are on page 14 and the 

application form is enclosed with this Newsletter.

Wednesday 13 July*** ! Day visit to Oxburgh Hall, Norfolk.  See details on 
page 32

Sunday 14 August*** ! Half day visit to Bentwaters Cold War Museum and a 
comprehensive tour of the airfield. See details on page 
33.

Saturday 17 September! Beachwatch  See page 14 for details.

Thursday 22 September*** ! Day visit to Long Melford with tour hosted by the 
Long Melford Society.  See details on page 33.

Tuesday 27 September! Felixstowe Lost and Found.  Phil Hadwen will give an 
illustrated talk about the ʻgemsʼ of our town that have 
been either lost or overlooked.

Tuesday 25 October! Suffolk Punch Trust.  Chris Harris will present an 
illustrated talk about the work of the Suffolk Punch 
Trust.!

Tuesday 22 November! Local School Memories.  Three local personalities tell 
us about their educational childhood in local schools.  
Please come along with your memories!

All speaker meetings are held in St Andrewʼs Church Hall at 7.30 pm.
Members £1, Visitors £2

*** Booking Forms for these Visits are included with this Newsletter.

In addition to this programme a number of walks have been arranged. 
Full details on page 27
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
The Societyʼs reclaims on your donation 
in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published the ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope for the return of the receipt to,

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! !   £5
Joint Membership - two people at same address!   £7
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £12
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £15
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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