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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Laurence McDonald, 5 Looe Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9QB, 285651!  
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single - £7!! ! !
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address - £10!
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! !  ! ! Non - commercial - £15! ! ! !
! ! !       ! ! Commercial - £20! ! ! ! ! !       
! ! ! Young people under the age of 18 - Free! !           

! ! ! ! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminder that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Magpie Book shop, the
! Tourist Information Office, and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! May.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

Happy New Year and welcome to 2012.  Do you realise our Society was formed 34 years 
ago in 1978 and although the Rolling Stones were formed 50 years ago and the Titanic 
sank 100 years ago I still feel that we are here to stay?

We continue to broaden our activities and social events and this is due to the hard work of 
individual members and I thank everyone concerned.

You may remember that I reported in January last year that we would need to increase 
Annual Subscriptions this year to meet increased costs for insurance, newsletter printing, 
affiliations etc.  Those increases, as approved by the Executive Committee, are as follows:

! Single!! from £5.00 to £7.00
! Double! from £7.00 to £10.00
! Corporate! from £12.00 to £15.00 (non-commercial)
! Corporate! from £12.00 to £20.00 (commercial)

These modest rises are the first in 9 years and I am confident that no further increase will 
be needed for some considerable time.

A warm welcome to our new members; Lorna Addison, Arthur and Grace Arnold, Clive and 
Jenny Axford, John and Valerie Bowers, Simon and Alison Cudworth, David Hosely, Fred 
and Linda Knock, David and Elizabeth Lambert, Clive and Caroline Roberts, Ralph 
Rutherford, Mamie Sharman, Colin and Sue Smith, Frederick and Ann Stevan and Richard 
Vince.

Sadly I have to report the death of Vera Mills.  Vera was a Life Member who joined The 
Society in 1982.  She was a staunch supporter of all our activities and her input into all 
Society matters will be greatly missed.

In our previous Newsletter I stated that I hoped to provide a final report on the Suffolk 
Coastal District Local Development Housing Policy.  Unfortunately this is not to be as 
consultations and meetings continue.  I expect a final decision to be made by late autumn 
this year!  A copy of our last letter to SCDC on this matter is shown below and I will provide 
further updates for our Newsletter as appropriate.

Philip Johns
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

The Executive Committee of The Felixstowe Society will be considering suggestions for 
this Award during March 2012. If members have any proposals will they please complete 
the form enclosed with this Newsletter.
  
This should be for developments completed during 2011.

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows:

! To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town.

! To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial
! contribution to the town (particularly important).

! To encourage such developments in the future.

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated.  The list below suggests 
some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering nominations for the 
Award:

Is the scheme in character with the surroundings?  This may depend upon the area 
having a distinct identity.  It need not necessarily be in character if it is to serve as 
a focal point or terminates an important view.

Is the scheme in scale?  (Scale is not size. It is the relationship of one building to another.  
Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from the area.)

For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, or is it 
a restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designersʼ intentions?

Is the scheme well detailed?  Have sympathetic materials been used?  Has colour been 
applied imaginatively?  Have any aspects such as signs, down-pipes, paving, been 
considered only as an after-thought?  Have too many, or too few, materials been used 
and are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified whole?

Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality? If it is an older 
scheme, has it stood the test of time?  Is maintenance suffering?

Does the scheme create an impact? Would it be good to have similar schemes 
elsewhere?  Is it an example of good practice?

Not all these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last two points 
will always be important.
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 Oxburgh Hall 
Visit on 13 July 2011 

As we headed north 
from Felixstowe on a 
glorious sunny morning 
the countryside looked 
its best. It did not take 
long before we arrived 
at the beautiful 
Georgian town of 
Swaffham. Stephen Fry 
who appeared in the 
ITV series Kingdom 
described Swaffham as 
ʻa perfect market town 
perfectly placed in the 
heart of Norfolkʼs 
perfect Breckland ʻ. 
Here we had time to 

explore. Some went to the Ecotech Centre - East Angliaʼs largest timber-framed building 
where rainwater is recycled, heating and cooling systems are computer controlled and 
sustainable materials make it a building of the future. It is free to use the touch-screen 
computers to find out about the everyday lives of traditional communities and the 
interactive area gives one the hands-on chance to look at the problems facing the Earth 
and discover what to do to help make a difference. But the highlight surely is to climb the 
65 metre 300 steps Ecotricity wind generator to the unique viewing platform for panoramic 
views of the surrounding countryside and perhaps a fleeting glimpse of a RAF Tornado or 
two leaving the runway at the nearby RAF Base at Marham. Nearer the town centre is the 
magnificent parish church of St Peter and St Paul. Just inside the main entrance, 
fragments of medieval music on ten vellum pages from two 15th century choirbooks of 
Gregorian Chant are displayed on a wooden screen. The carved pew ends depict John 
Chapman the 16th century churchwarden along with his dog and wife. He was the Pedlar 
of Swaffham whose dream resulted in a journey to London and then the discovery of a pot 
of gold - the proceeds of which paid for much of the building of the church. The church is 
mostly built in limestone from a quarry at Barnack near Stamford and decorated with 
locally mined flint. In the Lady Chapel hangs a beautiful blue dossel designed by Isabel 
Clover who was also responsible for the Ipswich Charter Hangings. 

Back on the main street, and past the magnificent Butter Cross - adorned with a statue of 
Ceres - which dominates the market place, on to London Road and the museum. Here one 
could browse through the Egyptian Gallery and the collection of ancient tomb artefacts 
some up to 4000 years old. In the local history room a Town model completed in 1939 by 
teacher Harry Carter who taught art at nearby Hamondʼs Grammar school. Harry - the 
cousin of the Egyptologist Howard Carter - was also responsible for the town sign 
depicting John Chapman and his dog. In this recently opened Swaffham Social History 
Gallery are a variety of exhibits chronicling the life and times of the town and its people. 
After a quick coffee it was back on the coach for the short drive to Oxburgh Hall. 

The moated Oxburgh Hall has been owned by the Bedingfield family since 1482 and 
played a crucial part in Englandʼs history. Distant rainclouds made us decide to explore the 



grounds first. The parterre to the east was laid out in a series of compartments in 1864 but 
the labour-intensive scheme was changed when the National Trust took over the property 
in the 1950s. Having toured the herbaceous border, my Ladyʼs Wood and the walled 
garden we had a 100 yard sprint to shelter when a heavy shower forced us indoors. The 
Bedingfield family occupy the east front but use the same entrance and exit as we did; the 
early 18th century bridge over the moat and through the magnificent gatehouse into the 
courtyard which we crossed to enter via the south passage, a lovely vaulted corridor. The 
very attentive staff were only too willing to share their knowledge of the hall with us and 
answer our many questions. It was hard to take in all the information available and marvel 
at the differing ceilings, the dozens of paintings adorning the walls and the furniture 
carefully restored and maintained. Westerly views were possibly from windows jutting out 
over the moat just a few feet beneath us. A wheelchair, used by Sir Robert Bedingfield in 
the late 18th century, had metal fittings on the sides to enable it to be carried on poles 
similar to a sedan chair was exhibited in the west staircase hall. We passed through the 
well stocked library and small dining room to the north staircase which led us to the first 
floor. In the Marian Hangings room famous needlework panels made by two extraordinary 
women of their time – Mary Queen of Scots and Bess of Hardwick adorn the walls. Their 
initials MSR –Maria Stuart Regina and ES – Elizabeth, Countess of Shrewsbury could be 
seen incorporated within the panels. Soon we would be near the Priestʼs Hole. This 
fascinated me on my first visit as a youngster and perhaps today I would have time to 
enter this tomb sized room. Approached from a small octagonal vaulted chamber this 
former garderobe was converted in the 16th century as somewhere the staunchly Catholic 
Bedingfields hid fellow recusants during the years of religious persecution. Then it was up 
the circular brick staircase, the vaulted ceiling of which is constructed from cut and rubbed 
brick in a complex spiral and painted to simulate brickwork. The handrail inset into the 
outer wall was made from individually moulded bricks. Through the Queenʼs room where 
Henry VIIʼs, Queen Elizabeth of York stayed during their visit in 1487 and up to the roof. By 
now the rain had stopped and once again we could view the Norfolk landscape beyond. 
Nearer to us were the barleytwist chimney stacks, the dovecote in the upper storey of the 
north-eastern tower and the lead rainwater heads dating back to 1554. 

Before leaving we had time for a quick visit to the Roman Catholic Chapel of the 
Immaculate Conception and St Margaret, built in 1836 in the grounds. This was followed 
by a refreshment stop in the tearooms which were originally used as a laundry and 
washroom in 1774, then converted into the servantsʼ hall and kitchen. With Clive and his 
coach ready for our return trip we said farewell to 
Oxburgh Hall and all its interesting history. I would 
like to thank Clive for his patience and safe driving 
and also to Keith for not only organising the trip but 
for taking my place at the last minute when panic 
struck. I just stood and watched as he lowered 
himself into the Priestʼs Hole and then later wriggled 
his way out. At least I have first hand knowledge of 
what it is like and can only admire anyone who could 
spend any longer than a few minutes in such a 
confined space whatever the reason. So thank you 
Keith for my sticker!!! 

Elizabeth Horn
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Long Melford
Visit on 22 September 2011

Our party of 35 left Felixstowe on a lovely September morning for our visit to Long Melford. 
This trip was a reciprocal visit after our society had hosted members of the Long Melford 
Society to Felixstowe last year

In just over the hour Clive, our coach driver, had reached our destination and we started 
our visit by having coffee and biscuits at the Bull Hotel in the main street. This historic 
establishment dates from 1523 and possibly before. We then had time for shopping and 
lunch before being met by Trudi and Liz, our guides from the Long Melford Society. 

After meeting outside the Bull Hotel and 
hearing a short general history of the 
village we crossed the road to Brook 
House, once the White Horse Inn. We 
walked across the road bridge, which 
spans the Chad Brook, and was the site of 
the original ford. Then we walked up the 
west side of Melford Green looking at the 
Conduit and then at the top of the green 
saw the site of the original market cross. 
Our next stop was outside Holy Trinity 
Hospital- an almshouse founded in 1573 
by Sir William Cordell for the deserving 
poor and still in use today!

We then entered the vast churchyard and 
saw the famous iron grave markers, which 
were made in the nineteenth century by 
the Ward and Silver Iron Foundry. A brief 
visit inside this beautiful church left us 
wanting more time here and we all 
promised ourselves that we would return. 
We went back to and across the Green, 
then down the east side passing the old 
Clay Pits pond, now empty, to the entrance 
of Melford Hall. Here in front of the once 
home of the abbots of Bury St Edmunds 
we heard about its history and its granting 
to Sir William Cordell at the Reformation. 
A walk along a narrow lane beside the site 

of the Mill (Mill on the Ford - Melford) led us to the front of the old police station and 
courthouse, which were built in 1843, and then back to our finishing point, the Bull Hotel.
In no time at all it was back on our coach for our journey back to Felixstowe. 
A really superb day, enjoyed by all and credit to those who organised it and saw that it was 
such a success. We must surely re-visit this delightful village.

Phil Hadwen
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The Olympic Sites
Visit on 12 October 2011

Early in the morning I waited impatiently at the front door, dressed in my running shorts 
with my swimming trunks and towel under my left arm, then my wife came downstairs, 
ʻDonʼt be so sillyʼ she said, ʻgo upstairs and get dressed properlyʼ, we were off to visit the 
Olympic sites.

The Olympic Games are to be held between 27 July and 12 August 2012, and the 
Paralympic Games between 29 August and 9 September 2012.  It is the biggest sporting 
event in the world.

Our coach left at 8.00 am and we were soon on our way, the first stop being at Colchester 
to pick up Claire Partner who was our Blue Badge Guide for the day.  Claire is a super lady 
with a vast amount of knowledge and great enthusiasm about the trips she conducts.  
Some of us were aware of this because Claire had been our guide on the Essex 
Smugglers Tour in June.

Next stop was the London Gateway North Woolwich for a welcome cup of coffee and 
biscuits, after which there was time to walk through the park to the River Thames for a 
close up view of the Thames Flood Barrier, then it was back on the coach to criss-cross 
the Royal Docks with views of London City Airport and the ʻExcel Centreʼ, this being our 
first Olympic site.  This building will host contact sports such as Judo and Boxing (it is also 
to host Table Tennis which I suppose if you lose and hit your opponent on the head with 
your bat can be classed as a contact sport).

The coach then continued through the Blackwall Tunnel crossing to the south side of the 
River Thames and our first view of the O2 Arena, which is to be called the North 
Greenwich Arena during the Games, as it cannot advertise, and O2 is the name of a 
telephone provider.  This Arena is to host Gymnastics and Trampolining and the final 
stages of the Basketball.  Next it was on to Woolwich which is the venue for the Shooting 
competitions.

It was now time for lunch at Greenwich and a walk through Greenwich Park where all the 
Equestrian events will be held.  After lunch at a local pub it was back through the Blackwall 
tunnel to Stratford where a 2.5 square kilometre site has been used to build the main 
venues and the Olympic Village.

At first we drove around the site, past Stratford Regional Station, which has been the 
subject of a £125 million upgrade, with a vastly increased capacity.  The station is adjacent 
to Westfield, a vast newly built shopping centre, which houses all the main London stores.  
Disappointment was clearly etched on my wifeʼs face when we did not stop, but continued 
on to the Olympic Village with its accommodation for all the athletes (after the Games the 
Village will provide 2818 apartments).

We continued on our round trip and were able to spot the main venues, these being the 
Olympic Stadium with its 80,000 seats, the Velodrome which, because of its slightly 
inverted crisp shaped roof, has been nicknamed the ʻPringleʼ, the Aquatic and Basketball 
Centres and last but not least the International Broadcast and Press Centre.  
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This very large building could fit 5 jumbo jets inside wing tip to wing tip and will be 
operating for 24 hours to enable journalists to transmit the Games worldwide.

We were then able to leave the coach and take a short walk to a viewing area close to the 
main Olympic Stadium.  The viewing area is on high ground, and gave everyone the 
opportunity to appreciate the size of the complex.  It was then time to return to Felixstowe.

The Games have previously been held in London in 1908 and 1948 so this will be the third 
time we have hosted the event.  2012 is also the Queenʼs Diamond Jubilee, the 140th 

anniversary of the Real Ale Brewer, Adnams, but most importantly ladies it is also a leap 
year!

Philip Johns

Suffolk Punch Trust
Talk by Chris Harris on 25 October 2011

The Suffolk Punch is one of the icons of Suffolk and a member of the Suffolk Trinity the 
other 2 members being the Red Poll Cow and the Suffolk Sheep.  The Punch is a heavy 
horse, always chestnut in colour and otherwise known as a sorrel horse.  They have 
always been workhorses and a stallion can weigh upwards of one ton.  The breed is 

looked after by the Suffolk Horse 
Society in Woodbridge.

The stud at Hollesley Bay has 
been in existence for more than 
100 years and the prefix Colony, 
derived from the name of the 
Colonial College for the 
unemployed of London in 1903 
on the existing site, has been 
used since that time.  The horses 
bred there are always named 
Colony followed by a further 
name with the initial letter of that 
year; x has provided rather a 
problem! The stud colours are 
blue and yellow.

The breed is still critical as there 
are only 80 breeding females among a total of 480 horses, though it is increasing there 
being only 30 breeding females 20 years ago.  It is interesting to note that the breed is 
popular with the Royal Family, the Queen having one, Prince Charles two and Princess 
Anne one.  The breeding season starts on 14 February and despite an 11 month gestation 
period it is always hoped to have a mare in foal every year; always a single foal, in the 
case of twins one is terminated early in the pregnancy.
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The Suffolk Punch was first mentioned as a pure breed in the 16th century and is the 
oldest breed of heavy horse in the world.  The longest line of descent dates back to 1768 
with Crisps of Ufford and all Punches today come from that line.  It was bred as an 
agricultural horse and 2 horses would manage 50 acres.  They can pull 2.5 times their 
body weight and to plough an acre walk 11 miles.  They have been described as having 
the face of an angel, the body of a barrel and the backside of a farmerʼs daughter.

By the late 1940s farmers began to use tractors as a more cost efficient way of working 
their farms but there is still a farmer in Stoke by Nayland who works with horses to this 
day.

Suffolk horses were extremely useful in times of war as they can go a long time without 
food, from early morning until middle to late afternoon, and always stay outside at night to 
graze.  They sleep either standing up or lying down and have the ability to lock their back 
legs if standing up.  They eat oats and chaff which must be damped and can see 350° and 
hear 1.5 miles away.  Between the wars they were used for ploughing with a man always 
designated a horseman.  They have also been useful in towns working at breweries, 
docks, sidings and carting deliveries.
There are many allied trades connected to working horses, ie wheelwrights, saddlers, 
harness makers and farriers.  A show harness today costs around £6,000.00 and takes 
about 6 hours to clean.  An apprenticeship as a farrier lasts 4 years 3 months and today a 
set of shoes costs about £140 and will last 6 weeks if used in agriculture.  A much shorter 
time if used in town.

In the early 1930s the Prison Service opened the third borstal in the country at Hollesley 
Bay and eventually 2,000 acres were sold to the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.  
The Suffolk Punch Trust charity was created in 2002 to save the Hollesley Bay Colony 
Stud, the worldʼs oldest and largest stud farm to breed Suffolk Horses.  The Hollesley Bay 
Colony Stud is crucial to the breedʼs survival as it has 10% of the worldʼs breeding 
population.  It raised £2 million and in 2006 bought 200 acres along with 31 Suffolk 
Punches. It costs £120,00.00 a year to keep it going and in 2009 the visitor centre was 
completed, and opened by Princess Anne in 2010.  It encourages visits from school 
groups offering an education area, wagon rides, a tractor shed with working farm vehicles, 
a café, exhibition hall and walks, with plans for a wildlife garden. It also looks after old race 
horses for 3 months before they can start retraining for dressage and show jumping.

Chris Harris gave us an entertaining and informative evening, with many interesting 
pictures of the breed and the early methods of working this iconic creature.

Susanne Barsby

Annual Quiz

Our annual quiz will be held at St Felix Church Hall, Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe on 
Friday 9th March 2012 at 7.30pm. Teams should consist of 6 to 8 people. There will be a 
fish and chips supper so you are asked to bring your own cutlery and condiments and if 
you require any drinks you must bring them along with you. It is our only Society fund-
raising event so we hope you will support us. Tables can be booked by contacting Phil 
Hadwen or by phoning 01394 286008. Cost £8 per person.
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Live Music in Felixstowe Churches

The eighth series of ʻMusic in Felixstoweʼ concerts, organized by local cellist Hattie 
Bennett, is now well under way.  Hattie received a Mayorʼs Award in 2010 (having been 
nominated by a member of The Felixstowe Society) – a fitting recognition of her 
contribution to Felixstoweʼs musical life and her fund-raising work. 

In addition to devising the programmes, Hattie also books the artistes and performs in 
many of the concerts - added to which, she produces a monthly Newsletter and often also 
helps serve refreshments in the interval! 

Thanks to her efforts, top musicians from throughout East Anglia, and indeed beyond, can 
be heard performing a wide range of classical and lighter works in various local venues – 
mainly, but not exclusively, churches.  

The main series of concerts comprises monthly performances on Sunday afternoons from 
September to June.  The normal venues are St Andrewʼs Church and St Johnʼs Church, 
but you can occasionally check out the acoustics in St Peter and Saint Paulʼs and in St 
Nicholasʼs Church down at the Ferry (music by candlelight!).  

There are also short Autumn and spring seasons of lunch time concerts, and in the 
summer thereʼs an opportunity  to listen to some of the countryʼs top music students in a 
series of free recitals.

The success of the concerts has led to invitations to perform at, among other places, 
Felixstowe Ferry Sailing Club, Woodbridge School, St Mary le Tower in Ipswich, and 
Waldringfield, Peasenhall and Kirton village halls. 

The range of music on offer is as varied as the venues: recent concerts have featured 
Bach suites for unaccompanied cello, the music of Stephen Sondheim, popular classics for 
string orchestra, a modern jazz group, string quartets and singalong sea shanties!   And 
once a year the audience is invited to sing in a major choral work – in 2010 it was the 
Brahms Requiem.   

Some concerts are free, while admission charges for others start from £5.  Children are 
admitted free to all concerts.  

If you would like more information about Music in Felixstowe, please call Hattie on (01394) 
670633 or go to www.felixstowemusic.com.  

The new year programme is shown below.

Laurence McDonald
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Thomas Cavendish

Some historical sources say that Thomas Cavendish 
was nothing but a privateer, whose aim in life was to 
obtain as much Spanish gold as possible for his own 
enrichment and also to find favour with Elizabeth 1. 
Others rate him as 
one of England`s 
greatest naval 
heroes, but 
whether villain or 
hero he is Trimley 
St Martin`s only 
real claim to fame, 
and as such was 
commemorated on 
Saturday 3 
September 2011 
by the unveiling of 
a plaque on the 
front wall of the 
Memorial Hall.

This was achieved by the combined efforts of George 
Buckland of The Felixstowe Society, and Keith 
Slaughter, a former member of Trimley St Martin Parish 
Council and a current member of the Memorial Hall 
Committee. On a sunny afternoon a crowd of villagers 
watched as Charles and Marilyn Dawson, the present 
occupiers of Grimston Hall, unveiled the plaque. The 
present Hall building is a mere two hundred years old, but retains some of the older Hall in 
its core. The ceremony was followed by a tea party in the Memorial Hall that was enjoyed 
by all who attended. ( from left to right in the photo, Mr Charles Dawson, Keith Slaughter & 
Mrs Dawson)

Thomas Cavendish was born in 1560 and baptised in Trimley St Martin church on 19 
September of that year, the fourth child of William and Marye (sic) Cavendish of Grimston 
Hall. He was followed by three more sisters.

To describe his career I can do no better than quote from  ʻAn Eighteenth Century 
Traveller`s Guide to Suffolkʼ edited by W K Moore in 1991.

Thomas Cavendish, one of the greatest admirals in the reign of Queen Eiizabeth, 
was born in Suffolk, and having impaired his fortune, he resolved to devote the 
remainder of his life in the service of his country in the Royal Navy. He sailed from 
Plymouth in 1586, with three small vessels, which he had built at his own expence 
(sic), having on board 123 persons.
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They steered for the South Seas, and crossed the straights (sic) of Magellan 
which, although but 90 leagues, took him up about seven weeks. They made 
themselves masters of a ship of 300 tons burthen, and in a few days two other, 
with a lading worth 20,000£. After that they went to Acapulco, and seized a large 
treasure, and then they set fire to the town, and reduced it to ashes.

The next place they visited was St Lucar, near California, where they met with a 
ship of 700 tons burthen, which they took, and found that its cargo consisted of 
money, to the value of 50,000£ besides great quantities of silk, and other valuable 
commodities. From this place he set sail, by way of the East Indies, for England, 
and arrived safely at Plymouth.

He set sail on a second expedition, but the same good fortune did not attend him 
as before; for meeting with innumerable difficulties in crossing the straights of 
Magellan, he was parted from his fleet, and never heard of any more. The most 
probable opinion is, that his ship was cast away, and himself, with all the crew on 
board perished, 1592.

However we view Thomas Cavendish in the twenty first century, to be the second 
Englishman to conduct an expedition round the world in such small vessels was quite an 
achievement and the village is rightly proud of its famous son. Nothing is known of his 
crew, who they were or what became of them!

Rosemary Gitsham
Local History Recorder for Trimley St Martin - Suffolk Local History Council

Sealand
For many years 
locals and visitors 
to Felixstowe`s sea 
front were able to 
look out to sea and 
view the Cork 
lightship, which 
guarded the Cork 
sands. This 
prominent feature 
has been replaced 
by a Landby buoy, 
but also on the 
horizon was, and 
still is, a platform 
with two legs, an 
old Second World 
War fort. Since then 
the Rough Towers 

fort has usually been visible from the sea front promenade.
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Four sets of towers were built during 1942 for the Royal Navy as protection for the Thames 
estuary from aircraft and mine-laying boats. Our Maunsell fort, named after their designer 
Guy Maunsell, was a concrete construction; a pontoon barge on which stood two hollow, 
cylindrical towers on top of which was the gun platform mounting two 3.75-inch guns and 
two 40mm Bofor guns. 

It was laid down in dry dock at Red Lion Wharf near Gravesend and assembled as a 
complete unit. While being fitted out the crew went on board to become familiar with their 
new home. It was then towed out to a position about six miles off the coast of Felixstowe 
and sunk in an area known as the “ Roughs” on 11 February 1942 in 37 inches of water! 
HM Fort Roughs fort was 33.5 metres high and weighed approximately 4,500 tonnes and 
had provision for a crew of 120-200.It was the first to be operational!

During the war there were two generators, room for stores, a munitions store, a jail, 
bedrooms, living rooms, toilets and a workshop all situated in the seven storeys of the two 
legs. It also had its own landing stage called a “dolphin”

The seven towers that were built and placed in and around the Thames estuary and in the 
river Mersey successfully shot down 22 aircraft and 28 flying bombs. It was not until well 
after the war, 1956 to be exact, that the last full-time personnel were taken off Rough 
Towers leaving it abandoned and deserted.  

On 2 September 1967 the fort was occupied by Major Paddy Roy Bates, a British subject 
and pirate radio broadcaster, who ejected a competing group of pirate broadcasters.

In 1968 British workmen entered what Bates claimed to be his territorial waters in order to 
service a navigational buoy near the platform. Paddy`s son, Michael, tried to scare off the 
workmen by firing warning shots from the former fort, and as Bates was a British subject at 
the time he was summoned to a court in England on firearm charges following this 
incident. The court ruled that as this platform, which Bates was now calling Sealand, was 
beyond the then three-mile limit of the country`s waters the case could not proceed.
On 25 September 1975 Bates introduced a constitution for the Principality Sealand, 
followed by a flag, a coat of arms, a national anthem, a currency (gold and silver coins) 
and passports.

While Bates and his wife were in England, Alexander Achenbach, who describes himself 
as Prime Minister of Sealand, hired several German and Dutch mercenaries to spearhead 
an attack on Roughs Tower. They stormed the platform with speedboats and helicopters 
and took Michael Bates hostage. Bates was able to retake the tower and capture 
Achenbach and the mercenaries. Achenbach, a German lawyer who held a Sealand 
passport, was charged with treason against Sealand and would be held captive unless a 
ransom of DM 75,000 (more than £23,000 or US $35,000) was forthcoming.
The governments of Austria, Germany and the Netherlands petitioned the British 
government for his release, but the UK disavowed his imprisonment, citing the 1968 court 
case. Germany then sent a diplomat from its London embassy to Roughs Tower to 
negotiate for Achenbach`s release. After several weeks of negotiations Bates relented and 
subsequently claimed that the diplomat`s visit constituted recognition of Sealand by 
Germany!
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Following his repatriation, Achenbach, and Gernot Putz, established a “government in 
exile” sometimes known as the Sealand Rebel Government, or Sealandic Rebel 
Government in Germany. Achenbach`s appointed successor, Johannes Seiger, continues 
to claim, via his website that he is Sealandʼs legitimate ruling authority!

In 1997 because of the massive number of illegal passports in circulation, estimated at 
over 150,000, the Bates family revoked all Sealand passports, including those that they 
themselves had issued over the previous twenty two years. 
On the afternoon of 23 June 2006 the top platform of Roughs Tower caught fire due to an 
electrical failure. An RAF rescue helicopter transferred one person to Ipswich hospital, 
directly from the Tower and Harwich lifeboat stood by until a local fire tug extinguished the 
fire. All damage was repaired by November 2006.

In 2007, after harsher copyright measures in Sweden forced them to look for a base of 
operations elsewhere, Pirate Bay attempted to buy Sealand, but the deal fell through.  A 
principality cannot technically be sold so the current “owners” plan to transfer 
“custodianship” with an asking price of £600 million or 750,000 million Euros! Plans for an 
online casino were announced.

In 1987 the UK extended its territorial waters from three miles to twelve miles and Sealand 
now sits inside waters that Britain claim as its territory, but the previous day Roy Bates 
declared Sealand`s territorial waters to be “alike”- twelve nautical miles, so that right of 
way to Sealand would not be blocked by British-claimed waters. No official treaty has been 
signed between the two countries for the overlapping waters, but a general policy of 
dividing the area down the middle has been agreed. Britain has made no attempt to take 
Sealand!

Irrespective of its legal status, Sealand is managed by the Bates family as if it was a 
recognised sovereign entity, and they are its hereditary royal rulers. Roy Bates styles 
himself “Prince Roy” and his wife “Princess Joan”. Their son is known as “His Royal 
Highness Prince Michael” and has been referred to as the “Prince Regent” by the Bates 
family since 1999. In this role he serves as Sealandʼs acting “Head of State” and also its 
“Head of Government”. At a micronations conference hosted by the University of 
Sunderland in 2004, Sealand was represented by Michael Bates` son James, who was 
referred to as “Prince Royal James”.

Sealand is now occupied by one or more caretakers representing Michael Bates, who 
resides in Essex.On 10 February 2007 Matthew Thompson was appointed an honorary 
president of Sealand.

Sealand has operated as a flag of convenience state and it also holds the Guinness World 
Record for “the smallest area to lay claim to nation status”. Sealand`s motto is E Mare 
Libertas - From the Sea, Freedom. It appears on Sealandic items such as stamps, 
passports and coins and is the title of the Sealandic anthem, which was composed by 
Londoner Basil Simonenko. It does not have lyrics!

Sealand has been involved in several commercial operations, including the issuing of 
coins and postage stamps and the establishment of an offshore Internet hosting facility, or 
“data haven”.It also has an official website and publishes an online newspaper, Sealand 
News.
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In addition a number of amateur athletes “represent” Sealand in sporting events, including 
unconventional events like the egg throwing world championship, which the Sealand team 
won in 2008. From 11 February 2007 Sealand took bookings for tourist visits, but there is 
no confirmation that any of these visits actually took place. According to Sealand News a 
film called Sealand is in development for release!

Several dozen different Sealand coins have been minted since 1972 and along with the 
postage stamps they are denominated in “Sealand dollars”, which it deems to be at parity 
with the US dollar. Sealand`s first stamp was issued in 1969 and continued until 1977. No 
further stamps were produced until 2010. Sealand is not a member of the Universal Postal 
Union and consequently its inward address is a PO Box in the UK.

In recent years the Principality of Sealand has been selling titles of Lord, Lady, Baron and 
Baroness through its website at sealandgov.org.
 
The towers are now leased to a company called HavenCo Ltd which has offered Internet 
collocation services since May 2000. The presence of an active and rapidly growing high -
tec internet industry in Sealand has changed the character of the Principality once more. 
Sealand rings with the sound of voices, boasts regular support ferry services and is host to 
a growing and dynamic population. Because of the high security required to support 
HavenCo`s operations access to Sealand remains highly restricted and no public visits are 
allowed. Further information may be addressed to the Bureau of Internal Affairs 
(burint@sealandgov.org) at SEALAND 1001, Sealand Post Bag, IP11 9SZ, UK. Recently 
there has been little news of Sealand and it is some what of a mystery about its present 
function, although ships are still supplying it from Levington Marina!

Phil Hadwen

Research Corner 14
As part of my local research I am writing a monthly article about the history of Old 
Felixstowe Parish church in their church magazine. During the summer months I focused 
on the graveyard and highlighted several of our war dead who are buried there. Again I 
reiterated the fact that they were just names and that we should try to find out more about 
them. Unbeknown to me one of the magazine readers did just that and she recently 
passed on the fruits of her research. I cannot thank Margaret Walton enough for the 
information that I am about to share with you. As I frequently say the information is out 
there somewhere we just have to locate it!

Lieutenant Samuel Evans Smith McLeod and Flying Officer Albert John Fyfield are buried 
in St Peter and St Paul`s churchyard, both lost their lives to seaplane accidents soon after 
the first world war. It seems somewhat unfortunate that their gravestones are the only 
recording of their demise, both having been service personnel and both being killed while 
in service.

Lieutenant McLeod, a member of the 4th Squadron RAF was killed when the Felixstowe 
Fury, the largest seaplane at that time in the world (photographs below), crashed off 
Felixstowe on Monday 11th August 1919.  He was the wireless operator and was the only 
member of the crew of seven to die. McLeod was drowned having been strapped in his 
seat and when the wrecked craft was towed ashore he was pronounced dead. 
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This five engine triplane, designed by Colonel J C Porte, was capable of carrying thirty 
passengers and was expected to go into the record books as the first plane to fly non-stop 
across the Atlantic, but the record attempt was abandoned when funding for the project 
collapsed and it was left to Alcock and Brown in their modified Vickers Vimy to claim the 
record on 15th June 1919. Prior to the fatal crash the Fury had been extensively tested 
and it was about to start an 8,000 miles trip to South Africa on the following day! On its 
fatal last journey N123 left Felixstowe at 9-15am and made towards Landguard Point. It 
turned to get a favourable wind, but apparently there was some difficulty in clearing the 
buoys and also a river boat. After rising to about ten feet, this huge machine side-slipped 
and crashed into the water, about five hundred yards off shore. The plane crumpled under 
the impact and was virtually submerged. A large crowd of holiday-makers witnessed the 
accident. The other members of the crew - Colonel T S M Fellowes (officer in charge), the 
two pilots Major R Moon DSO and Captain C L Scott DSC, Lieutenant JS Armitt and 
mechanics Locker and Coburn were rescued little worse for their experience! This 
seaplane was the last designed by Porte, who succumbed to tuberculosis and died on 
22nd October that year.

Flying Officer A J Fyfield was killed when his flying boat, a Felixstowe F5 (N4044), crashed 
into the sea on the morning of 29th April 1920. Also killed were Squadron Leader E R 
Moon DSO, Sub-Lieut. Fonsecea (from the Portuguese Navy), and AC2 Bass. Flight-Lieut. 
C O F Modin, DSC and Observer-Officer L H Packham Walsh DFC were rescued with 
slight injuries.

At the inquest on 1st May the Observer-Officer said that the flying boat started off all right, 
and it had made several practice landings on the water. After about an hour, and at 2,000ft 
up, Squadron-Leader Moon took control, as he wished to do a glide. At about 1,500ft the 
machine appeared to receive a bump on the tail, which threw the seaplane out of control 
and developed into a spin. The pilot did all he could to right the machine, but the height 
from the water was not sufficient to allow a complete recovery. The plane struck the water 
on a fairly even keel and collapsed absolutely. It was impossible to do anything because 
the flying boat was upside down. The opinion of the witness was that had they had another 
one hundred or two hundred feet they would have all survived. The Coroner said, so far as 
he could make out, there was nothing wrong with the machine or the piloting. It appeared 
to be a complete accident.

Squadron Leader Edwin “Rolly” Moon, a much respected man at Felixstowe, both on and 
off the Station, had survived the Fury crash, but was killed in another eight months later!
Albert John Fyfield was buried with his mother in Old Felixstowe. She had travelled from 
Muswell Heath, London to visit her son, became ill and died. When The Link was built at St 
Peter and St Paul`s church in 1988 several graves were moved, including the Fyfields, and 
it is just a commemoration stone to Flying Officer Fyfied that can be found close to the 
door of The Link.

Two war graves, but both servicemen were killed in peacetime flying accidents!

Phil Hadwen
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Thoughts from Malcolm Stafford on the curious world we live in 

Anniversary

The following maybe of interest to readers.

The 27 August 2011 was my 34th Wedding Anniversary and was also the day that 92 year 
old Keith Walton Tantlinger passed away.

So ? I hear you cry !

Well I am not going to tell you about my marriage but I am going to tell you about Keith, if 
you care to read on.

He was born in California on the 22 March 1919 and earned a bachelor's degree in 
mechanical engineering from The University of California at Berkeley. With the onset of 
World War 2 he worked for the Douglas Aircraft Company, which later became known as 
McDonnell Douglas, where he was responsible for designing tools used to produce the 
B-17 Bomber. After WW2  he joined a truck manufacturer Brown Industries and in the mid 
50's became the Company Vice President of Engineering.

Whilst at Brown's Keith received a call from the owner of The Pan-Atlantic Steamship 
Corporation Mr. Malcolm P. McLean. McLean was an American truck operator and wanted 
to devise a seamless integration of land and sea transport.

At the time cargo was handled at least six times in transit from origin point to delivery 
point, which made cargo vulnerable to damage not to mention mysterious disappearances 
of some desirable items. In America cargo was collected and delivered in box trailers 
known as "vans" and McLean wanted to use these "vans" door to door. His original plan 
was to ship the "vans" unaccompanied on roll on roll off ships. However to maximise the 
cubic capacity on board ship McLean had a "pipe dream" of stacking the "vans" one on top 
of the other and this prompted his call to Mr Tatlinger.

Keith was intriqued by the challenge and accepted McLeans invitation to join his Company, 
which was later re-named Sea-Land Service. Tatlinger devised a set of steel fittings, which 
were welded to the corner of the "vans". These fittings contained holes and adopting the 
principle of a bolt-action rifle a locking mechanism was fitted inside the steel fittings. He 
called the system a "twist lock" and this clever system secured the "van" to the trailer,
enabled cranes to easily latch onto the "van" to lift and could be used to lock "vans" 
together, one on top of the other.

The rest as they says is history and to this day Americans call the hundreds of containers 
we see in our port "vans" .

Today the container plays a significant role in globalization which may or may not be a 
good thing, depending on your view point, but is an indisputable fact of 21st century life 
and made possible by the Tatlinger's twist lock.
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Iconic Bridge Face Lift
For those who have been to London recently will know that the Tower Bridge, the one the 
Americans didn't get, has been re-painted.

It took 1,500 tonnes of abrasive sand to strip off the paint and get back to bare steel and it 
took 22,000 litres of paint to re-paint it.

The Tower Bridge was designed by Sir Horace Jones and built by Civil Engineer Sir John 
Wolfe-Barry and took eight years to complete before being opened on the 30 June 1894 
by The Prince and Princess of Wales, the future King Edward V11 and Queen Alexandra.

Originally the bridge was painted a greenish blue and later painted chocolate brown before 
eventually being painted blue, white and red to commemorate the Queen's Silver Jubilee 
in 1977.

The latest works, which started in September 2008, cost £4 million and was paid for by 
The Bridge House Estates which is an old City Trust launched by monks in 1097 using 
tolls charged to travellers crossing the bridge the Americans did get, London Bridge.

Home is never very far away
A few years back whilst working in Singapore a friend Bob invited me to take a trip north 
one weekend and visit him in Penang where he had a holiday condominium.

Many of us know that the founder of Singapore is Sir Thomas Stamford Bingley Raffles 
and there is plenty of reminders of that throughout the island, not least the iconic hotel that 
bears his name. What I didn't know was that 30 years before Raffles a gentleman by the 
name of Captain Francis Light founded the British Colony of Penang and its Capital 
George Town just off the west coast of Malaysia.

The name Light is not quite as prominent in Penang as Raffles is in Singapore although 
there is a statue of him and his grave can still be seen in Penang's Protestant Cemetery.

I discovered all this on a visit to the Penang State Museum and Art Gallery where we 
noticed an error in what was said to be the birthplace of Captain Light. Bob later pointed 
out that Light was actually born in Dallinghoo in Suffolk (in 1740).

The Museum Administrator expressed his thanks and the error corrected in a renovation of 
the museum that took place in 2008.

Windfarms
I have at last read that there is actually something to be gained by UK Plc in the building 
of the off shore wind turbine " farms " around our coast.

UK based South Boats Special Projects have signed a contract with Turbine Transfers 
for the construction of seven offshore support vessels. Five will be built at Cowes on the 
Isle of White and two will be built at the Buckie Shipyard in Scotland.
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Planning Applications 
14 July to 11 November 2011

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

Garage site Langer Road (2008 Application):  Erection of dwellings and alterations to 
existing access. The Society objected to the number of houses and the design.

18 Manning Road:  Extensions and alterations to create 5 residential and 3 shop/office 
units.

2 Berners Road:  Single storey extension.

Plot adjacent to 9 Old Hall Close:  Redevelopment of redundant cart lodge as a single 
residential unit.

The Ferry Boat Inn, Felixstowe Ferry:  Erection of single-storey side/rear extension 
(existing outbuildings to be demolished) and relocation of fire escape staircase.

23 Cobbold Road:  Single storey rear extension.

3 Quilter Road:   Extensions and alterations to roof.

Recent Applications

64 Leopold Road, Extensions and Balcony:  The Felixstowe Society objects to this 
Proposal for the reasons given below. 
The proposed balcony appears to overlook neighbours. 
.
73 Hamilton Road (Clarkeʼs):  New shop facia and signage.  The changes will have little 
effect on the Conservation Area.

14 Thornley Road, Extensions:  The Felixstowe Society objects to this Proposal because  
the proposed two storey rear extension appears too high and to create the adverse 
impacts on neighbours set out in SPG 16 paragraph 5.1.

66 Hamilton Road, New Signage:  The Felixstowe Society objects to this Proposal for the 
reasons given below. 
The signs it is proposed to affix to the windows of this distinctive Conservation Area 
building appear unnecessarily large and unsympathetic to the architecture of the 
building.Applications awaiting a decision
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Applications awaiting a decision
Land North-West of Gulpher Farm, Gulpher Road:  Erect Wind Turbine.  The 
Felixstowe Society Objects to the proposed erection of a wind turbine either within, or 
adjacent to, the boundary of the designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

14  Thornley Road, Extensions:  The Felixstowe Society Objects to this Proposal for the 
reasons given below. 
The proposed two storey rear extension appears too high and to create the adverse 
impacts on neighbours set out in SPG 16 paragraph 5.1. 

Fludyer Arms, Undercliff Road East – Extensions & Alterations to give 14 rooms:  
Thank you for letting The Society have a copy of these plans.  We consider the proposals 
to be a considerable improvement to the building and will be an enhancement to the 
Conservation Area.  We have a minor concern over the balcony to the west of the building 
obscuring original detailing to the building.  However we hope the sympathetic design of 
the glass balcony balustrades will relieve this problem.  
We find the assumption in the Design and Access Statement that there is ample parking in 
Undercliff Road East to be somewhat doubtful.  We have noted that on fine days there are 
frequently no parking spaces available.

Part rear garden of ʻSwallows Nestʼ, 51 Orwell Road:  We strongly object to this 
disaster to the Conservation Area.  It is a gross over development of the garden plot.  The 
elevations and design are totally unsympathetic to the style of housing in this part of 
Felixstowe. The additional traffic on to Tomline Road facing the United Reformed Church 
would also detract from the amenities of the area.

Land adjacent to 11 to 20 Langley Close:  Erect single storey log cabin.  We have no 
objection to the wooden hut but note that there is no mention of kitchen or toilet facilities.  
We assume that consideration has been given to these requirements.

Apartment 8, Martello Place, Golf Road:  Replace 7 windows and a door.  The Society 
has no objection to the proposal to replace these items but objects to the design of the 
replacement door which does not match the existing pattern in the arrangement of the 
glazing bars.

Land adjoining 61 Queens Rd:  Erect a pair of semi-detached houses.  The Society 
objects to this development.  We regard it as an overdevelopment of the site and does little 
to enhance the open urban nature of this part of Felixstowe

Part of Landguard Terminal, Felixstowe Port:  Provide temporary building to provide a 
visitor centre.The Society welcomes this long awaited improvement to the Viewing Area 
which can only enhance this popular visitor spot.

71 Hamilton Road (Hughes):  Replace front fascia, replace side fascia and projecting 
sign.  The Society has no objection to the changes to the fascias and signage but we feel 
the screening of the windows of the upper storey should be achieved by residential blinds 
or curtains. Therefore we object to that part of the application which we feel will have a 
detrimental effect on the Conservation Area.
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14 Gainsborough Road:  Retain single storey rear extension.  This extension will have 
little effect on the Conservation Area.

Harvest Court, Cobbold Road:  Replace Wood Window Frames with UPVC.  The 
Felixstowe Society Objects to this Proposal for the reasons given below. 
The style and bulk of the proposed simulated wood UPVC frames are unsympathetic to 
the original architecture and would have a detrimental effect on the Conservation Area.

Community Centre (The Hut), Bath Hill:  Security Shutters. The Felixstowe Society does 
not object to this Proposal but regrets the increased level of vandalism that makes 
increased protection necessary. We recommend that consideration be given to the 
possibility of mural type decoration by local school artists.

30 Berners Road,  Single Storey Extension:  The Felixstowe Society believes the 
Proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Other Applications
   
Park House, 72 Constable Road:  Widen vehicle access and demolish wall. REFUSED 
by SCDC.

64 Leopold Road:  Extensions and Balcony.
The Felixstowe Society Objects to this Proposal because the proposed balcony appears to 
overlook neighbours. REFUSED by SCDC.   

Part of Highway fronting 74 to 76 Hamilton Road:  Placement of café tables and chairs.
The Felixstowe Society Objects to this Proposal for the reason that we regret that the 
proposed location of this outdoor café appears incompatible with the designed safe shared 
use of the highway by pedestrians and vehicles. REFUSED by SCDC.

Orwell High School and land to High St, Walton:  Vary Conditions.
Having considered the revision, The Society foresees that much of the traffic leaving the 
school will want to turn right towards the centre of Felixstowe.  We therefore object to this 
change unless some sort of traffic control is provided at this junction.  NO OBJECTION 
from SCDC.

David Crawford

U3A - Local History Group - Felixstowe                Tutor Phil Hadwen
(Second Tuesday in the month at St Andrew`s Church Hall, 7-30pm until about 9pm 
Cost £2)
Programme for the first half of 2012
10 January - Felixstowe Floods                        14 February - Felixstowe Ferry
13 March - Felixstowe in the 30s                      10 April - Felixstowe Hotels
8 May - Landguard Fort                                    12 June - Felixstowe at War
10 July - Hamilton Road
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Programme for 2012

Tuesday 24 January! Felixstowe Ferry Characters.  John White relates stories 
about some of the colourful Ferry people past and present.

Tuesday 28 February ! The Lost London Underground Stations.  Society 
member, David Isbister, tells us about the demise of some 
fascinating underground stations.

Friday 9 March! Annual Quiz. See page 11

Tuesday 27 March! Trials and Tribulations of a Town Clerk.  Susan Robinson 
explains the job of Felixstoweʼs Town Clerk.

Monday 16 April! Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel - see enclosed leaflet.

Tuesday 15 May! AGM + The History of Felixstowe College.  A very short 
AGM followed by an illustrated talk by our Vice Chairman.

 
Tuesday 12 June * ! Day visit to Royal Hospital Chelsea with a guided tour by a 

Chelsea Pensioner.

Saturday 23 June *! Midsummer Cheese and Wine Party at the Hut with 
musical Entertainment by Hattie Bennett and friends.

Wednesday 18 July * ! Day Visit to Ely with guided tour of the Cathedral.
!
Sunday 5 August * ! Garden Party at the home of Monica and Peter Smith.

Saturday 15 September! Beachwatch. Details in the September Newsletter.

Wednesday 19 September * !Day visit to Southwold with a guided tour of Adnamʼs 
Brewery.

!
Tuesday 25 September! The History of Felixstowe Docks.  Dock historian, Ian 

Heeley, provides an illustrated talk about the early years of 
our internationally famous port.

Tuesday 23 October! School Memories. Three local characters tell us about their 
schooling in Felixstowe.  Hopefully there will be other 
contributions from the audience at this meeting.

Tuesday 27 November! The War Memorial Trust. Talk by a volunteer of the Trust 
explaining their work.

                 All speaker meetings are held in St. Andrewʼs Church Hall at 7.30 pm
                                                Members £1, Visitors £2
                *The booking forms for these visits/events will be in the May Newsletter
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope for the return of the receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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