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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Laurence McDonald, 5 Looe Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9QB, 285651!  
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF, 276602 

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! ! !       ! ! Commercial! ! ! ! ! !       £20
! ! ! Young people under the age of 18! !           Free

! ! ! ! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Tourist Information Office
! and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! September.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

Our May Newsletter always starts with a reminder from me that the date of our Annual 
General Meeting is on Tuesday 15 May; please attend if you are able.  Prior notification of 
any questions on points that a member wishes to raise may always be made in writing to 
either the Secretary or myself (our addresses are shown on Page 2 of the Newsletter).

The 2011 Annual Report is circulated with the Newsletter.  Please take time to glance at it.  
The report reflects the various activities undertaken by The Society and also all the many 
people who work for The Society enabling it to function so successfully.

A warm welcome to our new members; Glenice Barnard, James and Elizabeth Cotton, Ian 
and Christine Bowler, Kathleen and Peter Bray, Maureen Bull, Shirley and Colin Cameron, 
Teresa Deer, Diane and Michael Elmes, Helga Franks, Carolyne and Richard Goldsmith, 
Valerie Haddrell, Mary Heaton, Graham Henderson, Barbara and Owen Hooker, Janet and 
Michael Jude,  Bob Knights and Carol Josey, Ann Long, Frances and John McMillen, Mary 
Oliver, Susan and Tony Robinson, Brenda Shelley and Victor Brazkiewicz, Pat Small, 
Roger and Gillian Smith, Diane and Nigel Storks-Brown, Geoffrey and Margaret 
Thompson, Nigel and Chris Wall, Sheila Watts and John Woodhouse.

Sadly I have to report the deaths of Phyllis Enderby, Marion Farley, Gillian Hughes and 
Pauline Ware. Phyllis and Gillian were Life Members and Gillian was The Society 
Secretary for ten years.

An “Appreciation” for Gillian is shown on the next page. This “Appreciation” is written by 
Barbara Reid who was for many years our former Chairperson.  I sincerely echo this 
tribute to Gillian.

Philip Johns

ATTENTION  ATTENTION  ATTENTION

The AGM on Tuesday 15 May 2012 will be held at the NEW VENUE
The Salvation Army, Cobbold Road

as will all our future speaker meetings

 Free parking is available at both Ranelagh Road and Crescent Road car parks

3



Gillian Hughes (1943 – 2011)
An Appreciation

In the summer of 1999 The Felixstowe Society paid a visit to British Telecom at 
Martlesham.  During tea, a member came over to me and said ʻI hear you need a 
secretaryʼ.  I said ʻAre you offering?ʼ and she said ʻYESʼ.  I said ʻYou are onʼ.  The Society 
had been without a secretary since 1990 so this was the event of the year!

Gillian and Tony had retired to Felixstowe earlier in the year and she said that it felt like 
coming home.  Her grandmother and subsequently her parents had lived in the town and 
she spent many holidays in Felixstowe as a child.  Before retirement Gillian worked for the 
Crown Estates Commissioners in London, adjacent to the now defunct Civic Trust.  In 
2000 she was awarded the MBE in the New Year Honours List for service to the Crown 
Estates.

As our secretary Gillian was a pleasure to work with, capable, efficient and well organised.  
It soon felt as if she had been with The Society for a long time.

In 2000 the editor of the Newsletter died very unexpectedly, he was Peter Reynolds and 
he had computerised the Newsletter and done wonders with its presentation.  Gillianʼs 
husband, Tony, managed to transfer all the material for the next Newsletter on to his 
computer.  This was extremely difficult to do and Gillian was full of admiration that he 
managed to do it.  He then offered to edit the Newsletter which he still does.  Gillian helped 
in the preparation of the material so that it really is the ʻFlagshipʼ of The Society.

Gillian retired as secretary of The Society in 2009 but remained on the Committee, as well 
as being The Society archivist.  Gillian led a very full life, she was a member of St Johnʼs 
Church and took an active part in its work.  She was a talented musician, played the piano 
and the clarinet and sang with the Dorian Singers (her mother had sung with them before 
her).  The church choir and the Dorian Singers combined to sing a John Rutter Anthem at 
her funeral service and a final hymn of Gillianʼs choice - ʻThine be the Gloryʼ.  The church 
was full, a fitting tribute to Gillianʼs life.  She was a lovely person, unassuming and 
interested in everything and everybody.  She will be sadly missed by Tony and the family 
and all her friends everywhere.

Barbara Reid, January 2012
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Visits and Events (see booking forms)

Please note that all visits must be booked in advance using the separate form with 
booking fee.  Please provide a separate cheque for each visit and please note the 
latest booking dates.  Please also note that The Societyʼs insurance covers members up to 
the age of 85. Please note that we cannot guarantee that a refund will be made in the 
event of you cancelling a booking.  Each case will be considered on its merits. Please 
note that members wishing to attend visits with a wheelchair or lightweight buggy 
will need to be accompanied by a fit adult to care for their needs at all times. Please 
also note that if you are booking tickets for multiple visits at the same time it is only 
necessary to send one SAE.

Visit to The Royal Hospital Chelsea - Tuesday 12 June 2012
An interesting visit to The Royal Hospital Chelsea has been arranged. This Institution was 
founded by King Charles 2 in 1682 as a retreat for veterans of the regular army who had 
become unfit for duty either after 20 yearsʼ service or as a result of wounds. We will have a 
conducted tour by an In-Pensioner Guide which will last for about an hour and a half. 

We will be met by Gallowayʼs coach and  leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.00am and 
pick up en route at Great Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley 
and make our way to the Royal Hospital Chelsea where we hope to arrive by midday. We 
will have free time for lunch, a visit to the magnificent   gardens and the interesting 
museum before starting our tour at 1.30pm. There is a newly refurbished Cafe and 
conservatory that provides a light lunch option serving homemade sandwiches and cakes 
with hot and cold beverages.

Please note that there are 10 steps to both The Chapel and The Great Hall and there is no 
lift access available. Further The Royal Hospital Chelsea cannot provide wheelchairs and 
as we are having a walking tour visitors will require a basic level of personal mobility.

We will leave Chelsea at 3.45pm and hope to be back in Felixstowe by 6.45pm.

The booking fee will be £25.00 and will include coach travel, coach parking at The Royal 
Hospital, a guided tour, a tip for our driver and also a tip for our Chelsea Pensioner Guide.

Mid Summer Cheese, Wine and Music Party - Saturday 23 June 2012
We will be holding a Social Evening at The Hut (the building on the promenade near Bath 
Tap) and hope that you will come along and meet other members and enjoy the cheese 
and wine and listen to The Champagne Trio who will be entertaining us throughout the 
evening with a variety of light classical music and song. The Trio comprises Hattie Bennett 
(Cello), Wendy Poulston (Viola) and Emily Bennett (Viola and Vocals).

The evening commences at 7.00pm and the cost will be £10.00 per person. We imagine 
that this evening will be extremely popular and early booking is recommended in view of 
the fact that numbers are limited.

Cheese etc will be provided but please bring your own wine or other drinks.
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Visit to Ely - Wednesday 18 July 2012
How about a day visit to the charming English market town of Ely?

We have arranged a guided tour of the Cathedral and there will also be free time to 
explore such visitor attractions as Oliver Cromwellʼs House, St Maryʼs Church, Monastic 
Buildings, The Bishopʼs Palace and The Old Gaol and Museum. Alternatively you may be 
interested in visiting the Stained Glass Museum, The Octagon Tower or The West Tower at 
the Cathedral. Donʼt forget to sample the food and drink which are on offer around Ely and 
also within the Cathedral complex. Further you may consider a stroll by the river or just 
explore the centre of the town itself.

We will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.00am and pick up en route at Great Eastern 
Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley and hope to arrive in Ely at about 
10.30am. We will then have free time until 1.45pm in time for us to assemble for our tour of 
the Cathedral. We depart Ely at 4.00pm for arrival home at approximately 5.30pm.

The booking fee will be £22.00 per person and will include coach travel, a Cathedral Tour 
and a tip for our driver.

The Felixstowe Society Garden Party - Sunday 5 August 2012
By kind permission of Peter and Monica Smith the Society will once again be holding a 
Garden Party at 33 Ferry Road. We will have to limit numbers to 60 but hope that many of 
our members will be able to join us for this very pleasant Sunday afternoon event. The 
cost is £7.00 per person and we will commence at 12.00 noon and start eating promptly at 
12.30pm.

Please bring your own drinks, glasses and cutlery. 

Day Visit to Southwold - Wednesday 19 September
Why not join us for a dayʼs visit to Southwold where we are sure that you will agree that 
there is something special about this delightful town. There is unspoilt quality to Southwold 
– it is a perfect place to enjoy the traditional pleasures without the over commercialism. 
You will be able to enjoy a relaxing stroll along the seafront and take in the colourful sight 
of Southwoldʼs famous beach huts or make your way to The Pier with its shops, cafes, 
restaurants and “Under the Pier Show”. Nearby are the fascinating Amber Museum, 
Southwold Museum, St Edmunds Church and Southwold Lighthouse. 

Southwold has its own unique style reflected in the range of quality shops, restaurants and 
pubs.

We have included in the cost of your ticket an Adnams Brewery Tour with time for some 
tasting and possibly wine tasting as well. Tickets for that Brewery Tour are limited so 
please book early to avoid disappointment.  If you donʼt wish to go on the Brewery Tour 
you will be most welcome to join us and once in Southwold  we will leave you to make your 
own arrangements.
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We will leave Garrison lane Car Park at 9.00am and pick up en route at Great Eastern 
Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley.

The Booking Fee amounts to £23.00 and includes coach travel, the Adnams Brewery Tour 
and a tip for our driver OR £13.00 excluding The Brewery Tour.    

An Evening Visit to Dedham for a Pre Christmas Lantern Guided Tour 
with Scrooge and Mrs Scratchett - Tuesday 4 December
How about doing something completely different?  Why not join us for a Tour of Dedham 
lead by two costumed characters – Scrooge and Mrs Scratchett alias Ian and Claire who 
are both Blue Badge Guides for London and The East of England.

After making our own way to Dedham we will meet at 6.00pm at a nearby car park (details 
will be provided with your ticket) and make a short walk to The Essex Tearooms where we 
will meet up with Scrooge and Mrs Scratchett and enjoy a pre tour drink. As we walk 
through the High Street of Dedham with our costumed characters we will discover its 
history and Christmas traditions. The tour will last for about an hour and we will then return 
to the Essex Tearooms for a two course evening meal.

The cost per person will be £22.00 which will include the tour, dinner and tip.   

Beachwatch 2012
The Felixstowe Society will again be taking part in this yearʼs Beachwatch  event 
organised by Suffolk Coast and Heaths. Beachwatch Weekend takes place this year on 15 
and 16 September and we will be completing our cleanup on Saturday 15 September. 
Please put a note in your diary. Further as previously notified in our September 2011 
Newsletter we have agreed to join the Marine Conservation Societyʼs Adopt a Beach 
Scheme and will be cleaning our usual area four times a year in March, June, September 
and December. Therefore for this year we will beach clean in September and December 
followed by four cleanups in March, June, September and December 2013. Further details 
will follow in our September Newsletter.

Keith Horn 

Help Needed 
As has been mentioned in an article in another part of this magazine Felixstowe is 
holdings it own Heritage Weekend on 7, 8 and 9 September this year and the Felixstowe 
Society is heavily involved. Because there are a large number of events and properties 
available to view we need your help to act as guides on the walks (training will be 
provided) and to help as stewards in properties open to the public. Even an hour of your 
time would be appreciated and you would be offering practical support to the Society.
If you are prepared to help in any way please contact Phil Hadwen on Felixstowe 286008 
or by e-mail to phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk Thank-you.  
!
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Visit to  Bentwaters Cold  War Museum 

Sunday 14 August 2011

Errol Frost our contact at Bentwaters gave us a warm welcome and explained the plan for 
the afternoon by introducing us to Bob Hale another dedicated volunteer who had served 
with the USAF in the command post.  He married a Suffolk girl and remained here when 
his colleagues left.  Bob would accompany us on the coach as our guide on the tour 
around the base whilst Errol went ahead to open up the various buildings and sites. The 
first huge hangar was an aircraft equivalent of a car wash capable of holding 8 A10 Tank 
busters at a time for their six weekly hose-down.   Bob then explained the history of 
Bentwaters.  Until the 1930s there were two little cottages about 400 yards north of 
Wantisden Church which is just visible south of the perimeter fence.  These properties  
were aptly named Bentwater Cottages as they were on the bend in a little river.  At the 
start of the second World War this whole area was requisitioned by the RAF from  the 
Kembles, a local family, and the USAF took up occupation soon after.  By 1950 USAF 
Bentwaters was one of the biggest and busiest military airbases in the world.  The site of 
the cottages is somewhere under the main runway and the river long-culverted.  Bob 
suggested that one reason for the exceptionally wide runway could be that the single 
seater A10s always flew in pairs for observation reasons that  two pairs of eyes are better 
than one.  Also at times of high alert with increased air space activity a larger than usual 
number of aircraft could take-off and land in quick succession. 

The air traffic control tower dominated one edge of the runway and many of the hangars 
are now used commercially.  By now Errol had unlocked and opened the huge doors to the 
Hush House and Clive drove our little coach in and around this atmospheric building where 
Eastern Angles Theatre Company staged their excellent production Bentwater Roads in 
the summer of 2010.  It was a fascinating setting and blended well for tracing history from 
pagan times to modern day when this building with its elongated ʻtailʼ at its rear was used 
to muffle the sound to the outside world when testing jet engines.  Next the bomb dump 
set at the edge of the airfield very near woodland and again we watched as Errol unlocked 
the many ʻsecurity ʻgates to this site.  Armed guards would watch from high level towers as 
would other airmen hidden in gunposts set amongst the grass covered mounds, not unlike 
the burial mounds a few miles away at Sutton Hoo but obviously for a very different 
purpose.  It was rumoured that enough nuclear weapons were stored here to destroy the 
world 5 times over.  Luckily the guards had left long ago and we were able to leave this 
site safely.  During the Cold War era aviation fuel was piped in to avoid the risk of bringing 
it in by tanker.  On our return to the museum we saw the second World War Spitfire we 
often hear and sometimes see over the skies of Felixstowe which belongs to Carolyn 
Grace.  Her late husband Nick restored this 70 year old fighter and it is lovely that it is still 
being flown as a reminder of a different type of war.  A younger fighter, a Lightning, in the 
process of being restored was nearby and in its day capable of flying twice the speed of 
sound.  This was often scrambled to intercept Soviet aircraft sent to spy and probe the UK 
airspace during the Cold War period.  It has been painted in the 65(F) Squadron colours 
typical of Lightnings that were based at Wattisham.  

By now we were in need of some light refreshments and returned to the well-equipped 
cafe and gift shop from where we had access to the museum which is based in what was 
the active command post.  No armed guard to check our identification, give us security 
clearance and pre-warn the internal post of our arrival.  Next was the decontamination 
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area which was used in the event of Nuclear, Biological or Chemical attacks.  In the first 
airlock with door secured we would remove all our clothes and place into a shute to an 
outside container for total disposal.  Next we would shower and then don the fresh set of 
clothing hanging in the ʻcleanʼ area.  Having checked with security again we could open 
the hatch of the Message Centre – now the Bentwaters Room  – where all classified 
messages were sent or received.  These messages were encoded and encrypted for 
security.  Yet another armed guard at the “cage” door would check our identification, 
security clearance and purpose of our visit.  Luckily all was in order and we could proceed 
to the “entrapment area” of the active section of the command post.  At Stage 4 we would 
move to a door with a two-way mirror, identify ourselves and business via a telephone and 
be checked again on CCTV before entry was approved.   The electronic lock would be 
released from inside.  Now in the Battle Cab one of the three main areas of the command 
post -the others being the Emergency Action Cell and the “Pit” - the Operation Room.

 Fortunately these are now exhibition rooms with themed sections giving a fascinating 
insight into the day-to-day operations the USAF conducted until the base closed in 1993.  
A number of members of staff were only too willing to answer any queries and/or explain 
the dozens of items displayed in the cabinets.  In one room we could view old footage of 
films taken over the years and this made everything we had learned about earlier much 
easier to fully understand and come to life.  After about one hour our brains had absorbed 
enough of this modern day history.  Following a quick visit to the good old-fashioned 
original conveniences we prepared for our trip home wondering about our chances of 
survival if the worst had come to the worst and how different the world would be for those 
survivors.

I expect this was the first time our coach had ever been driven down a runway and into 
hangars but after all this excitement was glad to be on its way home with Clive at its helm 
determined to keep its wheels firmly on the road. Thank you Clive and everyone involved 
in making our trip to BCWM so enjoyable. 

Elizabeth Horn

Felixstowe during World War II
Talk by David Tolliday on Tuesday 22 November

So successful was this talk by David that The Society has decided to produce a magazine 
supplement towards the end of this year entitled Felixstowe at War, which will not only 
contain a very detailed write up of David`s talk, but also much more information on this 
popular subject.

If you have any relevant information about any aspect of this subject, be it the first or 
second world war or even the Falklands, please get in touch with our magazine editor Tony 
Hughes.
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Felixstowe Ferry Characters
Talk by John White on Tuesday 24 January

John White, the Harbour-Master at Felixstowe Ferry, gave us a delightful evening bringing 
to life all the local characters that he knew or had been associated with over his many 
years at the Ferry. Not only that, but he was able to outline much of the history of 
Felixstowe Ferry and show us some lovely old photographs of the people involved. His 
family has been one of the “great” families of the Ferry along with the Brinkleys, Watts and 
the Newsons, so much that he told us was like a recap of family history!  
 
Felixstowe Ferry was referred to in the Domesday Book of 1086 and as a settlement it is 
much older than Felixstowe. For many years it was known as Bawdsey Ferry, the place to 
get a ferry to Bawdsey. One of the first characters John mentioned was Charles Robert 
Brinkley, who was born in Orford in 1870 and went to sea in a cod smack from Aldeburgh 
when he was 14. On Christmas Day 1890 he went shooting on Havergate Island, where 
he had spent much of his youth when his father was a marsh man for several years. The 
muzzle loader he was using exploded, shattering his right hand and after a five hour 
journey by boat and horse-trap to Ipswich, the hand was amputated. Many of the 
photographs of him show his “hook” and this became immortalised by the boffins from 
RAF Bawdsey working on the development of radar, who named an insulating copper 
hook the “Brinkley”. In 1895 he left the sea and took over as skipper of the steam chain 
ferries from Albert Passiful until they ceased in 1931. He continued running a ferry with his 
own wooden boat.

We were shown some stunning pictures of Sir Cuthbert Quilter`s steam ferries as well as 
the more modern motor boats, but it was the stories that really caught our imaginations.

Albert Aldis, of motor bus fame, could well have had a whole evening of his own such were 
the number of stories relating to him! When found on the sea wall with a poached 
pheasant on him, Albert was taken to the Felixstowe magistrateʼs court where his shot gun 
was confiscated. About a year later Albert heard that his gun was to be sold in an auction 
of lost and confiscated property, so he persuaded Barry White, John`s father, to bid for his 
gun. This happened and Albert was reunited with one of his prized possessions!
Both public houses at the Ferry were mentioned, the Ferry Boat Inn and the Victoria, as 
well as the flying boat hulls which were turned into houseboats.  Also John was able to tell 
us about the fishermen, boat builders and sailors who have always been associated with 
this lovely hamlet. “Jockey” Hunt, Dan Skipper, “Korky” Edmunds, Harry “Skipper” Bryan, 
Doug Winks, Tom “Bassy” Newson, Ted “Gager” Newson, Billy, Charlie, “Bob” and “Settler” 
Newson, Duncan and Maurice Read as well as John`s family were  just some of the 
people who were part of the Ferry story, which John told and illustrated so well.

One of the many delights of the evening was the informal discussion that took place 
between John and several present Ferry characters, which brought up more stories!

It was a really superb evening and all credit to John White and his excellent presentation.

David Crawford
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Felixstowe Heritage Weekend!

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 September 2012

Over the last few years there has been a growing belief that Felixstowe should join in with 
the many other notable towns and cities, during the annual Heritage Weekend, and show 
off its own special heritage.

Although Felixstowe can trace its roots to an important Roman fort and thriving port, with a 
nearby settlement and its own Norman castle and attached monastery, it is its recent 
history that has made it the prominent seaside town that it is today. Two rival 
entrepreneurs, Felix Chevalier Cobbold and Colonel Tomline, both wanted a seaside town 
to be developed on their land. Cobbold built the Bath Hotel in 1839, certainly the best hotel 
in the area at that time, while Tomline was occupied with bringing a railway from Ipswich to 
Felixstowe and digging out a new dock, which he hoped would rival Harwich. 

As the trend developed to take seaside holidays for health giving qualities that the seaside 
could provide - sunshine, fresh air, the sea-water treatment and the fine relaxing 
atmosphere- Felixstowe rose to the challenge and in the late 1890s and early twentieth 
century it became one of the most important holiday venues.

Felixstowe has always prided itself on being a quality resort and this is clearly illustrated by  
the size and style of the many beautiful houses built at the time of Felixstowe`s prosperity. 
The visit of the Empress of Germany in 1891 further enhanced its status and the local 
guide books published at the turn of the century were proud to proclaim that if you wanted 
to meet anyone who was anybody, parliamentary or titled, then you were more than likely 
to bump into them in Felixstowe!

This popularity brought an expansion to the town and quality was the order of the day. 
Although Felixstowe is now more of a day trippersʼ resort, much of its Victorian and 
Edwardian grandeur still remains in the many fine buildings, which can be seen throughout 
Felixstowe, and it is our desire, by taking part in the forthcoming heritage weekend, to 
allow others to share many of the town`s delights.

One of the unique ways that Felixstowe will demonstrate its architectural heritage will be 
by a large number of guided walks. Unfortunately many of Felixstowe`s fine properties are 
privately owned and at the moment we can`t see inside that many, but an external view, 
with historical knowledge will at least whet the viewer`s appetite.

2012 is the Bi-Centenary of the building of the Martello Towers and we have arranged a 
walk from Landguard Common along the Promenade to Felixstowe Ferry taking in the four 
remaining towers along our coastline. Also on Sunday 9th September there will be a 
special detailed display of the history of the Martello Towers in The Hut, between 10am 
and 4pm. This can be found on the Prom at the Ferry end of the Spa Gardens. There is 
also an opportunity to visit one of our towers, P Tower, at specific times over the weekend.

Felixstowe has been fortunate to be awarded quite a large sum of money from the Lottery 
Grant to restore our famous gardens. One of the highlights for visitors to Felixstowe was 
the seafront gardens and these were well known throughout the country. So important 
were they that the Lord Mayor of London was one of the distinguished visitors to open the 
gardens at the start of the summer season in 1928. Every effort is now being made to 
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restore the gardens to their former glory and during our heritage weekend you will have 
the opportunity to take a guided tour around them and learn how they are to be restored 
and improved. There will also be a display in the Town Hall illustrating these changes.
Another different feature of this weekend will be three talks by local historians covering 
“Felixstowe`s Superb Architectural Heritage”, “Felixstowe`s Piers” and “Felixstowe`s 
Golfing Heritage”.
 
A detailed leaflet will be available in August and there will be full details in our next 
Newsletter. Also there will be a full timetable of the various events in the local press nearer 
the actual weekend.

A large number of volunteers are required to steward a wide variety of events which we 
are sure will interest visitors to Felixstowe during the heritage weekend. We hope that a 
large number of members from the Felixstowe Society will help and support this event! 
Anyone who is prepared to assist in any way should contact Phil Hadwen on Felixstowe 
286008 or by e-mail- phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk

Do help us to show off all that Felixstowe has to offer and encourage visitors to delight in 
our historic heritage!

Phil Hadwen

Felixstowe Society Walks

Sunday 6 May                 Tomline Walk                             
Meet in front of the Leisure Centre at 3pm.
A walk of about ninety minutes around Felixstowe`s new conservation area.

Sunday 10 June               Cobbold Walk                
Meet at Brackenbury Sports Centre Car Park at 3pm.
A ninety minute walk around the old Felixstowe College site and nearby roads, including 
the Bartlet and the old Bath Hotel.

Sunday 15 July                 Cotman Walk                                           
Meet in Great Eastern Square at 3pm.
A walk of two hours, with a possible coffee stop, around Felixstowe`s first conservation 
area. 

Sunday 26 August            Hamilton Walk                                                
Meet outside the Library at 3pm.
A new walk specially designed for our Heritage Weekend looking at our town centre and 
the surrounding streets.

No need to book just turn up! Free! We will be holding the walks even if it rains, so don`t 
let a little water dampen your enthusiasm.
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Londonʼs Lost Underground Stations
Talk by David Isbister on Tuesday 28 February 

Another excellent talk given to a full house at St Andrewʼs Church hall. London's 
Underground 274 stations connected by 250 miles of track is in fact only 48% 
underground.  Londoners know the 'Underground' as the first part of the system, started in 
the mid nineteenth century and built on the cut and cover system (build a trench and cover 
it) and the 'Tube' as the deeply tunnelled section using the Greathead Shield system of 
tunnelling invented by James Henry Greathead, a South African tunnelling engineer.

The first trenches were, of course, excavated roadways and to start with the tunnels also 
followed the above ground road pattern which resulted in narrow, twisty railways often built 
one above the other.  Some of the original tunnels were also built to a narrower size than 
is now used. The first deep tunnelled railway in the world was the City and South London 
Line which opened in 1890.  It was quickly superseded by part of the current Northern 
Line built to the modern two tunnel design but it soon closed. Its King William Street 
Station, like many closed stations, is still there and also like them was used as an air raid 
shelter in World War II.

Stations such as 'Bull and Bush' in Hampstead, which was never finished and Down Street 
in Piccadilly, which was closed, were deemed to be unlikely to attract custom from 
upmarket areas.  Other stations were closed because of different standards or nearby 
competition; City Road was too small, York Road suffered from competition from the trams 
and Brompton Road became redundant when they extended the escalator access to 
Knightsbridge.  Lords, Swiss Cottage and Marlborough Road on the sub surface 
Metropolitan Line all closed when the ʻTubeʼ Bakerloo Line opened.  Many of the stations 
remain in other uses and to a Londoner their original use is made obvious by their style of 
architecture.

Some lines have been replaced or deemed unworkable/unprofitable; Epping to Ongar 
had power problems and is now a heritage line, Shoreditch is now part of Londonʼs new 
'Overgound' network and some were taken out of use as the lines were diverted.  The 
original 'Fleet' Line once served Charing Cross; it was diverted from Green Park to 
Westminster and Waterloo to serve the Canary Wharf development on the Isle of Dogs, 
this most modern of stations is still there and is sometimes used to 'park' trains.

There are a group of very modern stations built in the thirties to serve a proposed express 
tube line between Liverpool Street and Paddington, this was never built but they were all 
pressed in to use during the War and in general remain utilized to this day.  'Eisenhower 
Barracks' anyone? Many of the old stations can be seen from trains today and David told 
stories of passengers alighting at them and being left in a sealed environment.  It must be 
remembered that many trains on the sub surface lines had manually operated doors well 
into the fifties. Museum on the Central Line, the 'Two penny Tube' was also supposed to 
be haunted. An interesting talk, well presented and enjoyed by all, thank you David.

John Reynolds
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Sir Cuthbert Quilter of Bawdsey Manor

Cuthbert Quilter's grandfather, Samuel Quilter, was a local man who cultivated 419 acres 
of land at Gulpher Farm, Walton. He and his wife Sarah had four sons, the youngest, 
born in 1808, was called William, and as a young man went to London and there he 
worked in the office of a leading public accountant, Peter Abbott.

After a few years he left this job and entered into a partnership with John Ball, another 
clerk from the same employer. A good relationship with Abbott continued, and the former 
employer supplied them with accountancy work, the amount of which increased rapidly 
due to the collapse of the railway mania.

The report by Quilter, Ball Company on the accounts of the Eastern Counties Railway 
was described as famous revelations, in which among other wrongdoings, profit had 
been over-stated by more than £400,000 (£20 to £30 million at todayʼs prices).

John Ellerman (baronet 1905) worked for this company, rejected the offer of a 
partnership, left the company and founded his 
own shipping empire. Later he became a regular 
guest at the Felix Hotel, with his own reserved 
dining room place, and where staff said they 
would speculate about how many millions he 
was worth.

However, William's company was very successful 
and he became a leading member of the 
accountancy profession.
!
He married Elizabeth Harriot Cuthbert in 1834 
and they had three sons and two daughters. The 
family name of the mother was used in the 
naming of their first born son, William Cuthbert, 
and he in turn used it as a given name for all his 
male children. This son seemed to have preferred 
his second name and used it all his life. William 
Cuthbert worked in his father's office as a young 
man, and having the same first name this may 
have been to avoid confusion. In this article he 
will hereafter be called Cuthbert Quilter.

He was born in South Audley Place in London on 
29th January 1841, and educated privately. He 
married Mary Ann Bevington, of a Brighton family, 
in May 1867, and they had five sons and two 
daughters. Their third son, Roger Cuthbert Quilter, 
was the musician and composer, noted for his 
songs, operas and a Children's Overture, based on 
nursery tunes. It may say something about the 
attitude of his father and the times, in that whereas 
Roger reported he had been happy at his 
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preparatory school, at Eton he said his whole time was "utter misery".

Cuthbert Quilter set up the National Telephone Company in 1881, and remained a director 
all his life. He held directorships also of the Swan Electric Light Company and of Eley 
Brothers, the cartridge makers. His sister Elizabeth married Charles Eley, one of the 
brothers. In 1885 he founded his own company, Quilter, Balfour and Company. In 1912 his 
National Telephone Company was bought up by government, and national telephones 
became the responsibility of the Post Office.

While still a young man, he became a member of the London Stock Exchange. This 
independent institution, which resembles a private club with its own rules, is run by a 
council, elected by the membership. To become a member requires "nomination" by a 
retiring member, at a price which fluctuates with demand and supply. Upon an agreement 
being entered into, the applicant must then be approved by at least three quarters of the 
council.

When his father William died in 1888, administration of the estate was granted to Cuthbert, 
the eldest son, his brother Edward and an accountant. Each of William's three sons was 
bequeathed £100,000, allowance being made for any sum they had already drawn down 
from their father. In Cuthbert's case, he had already received £28,000, and now inherited 
the balance. His earlier withdrawal may have been used to buy his membership of the 
Stock Exchange, or to set up his companies. In addition to this £72,000, he and his brother 
each received half of the residue of the estate, after a few other legacies had been paid.

The gross value of William's estate was £580,934, the rough equivalent in today's values 
of £40 million. It was said to be one of the most valuable estates of any deceased 
accountant. At his death he had offices in the City of London and a residential address in 
Mayfair, a far cry from his youth at a farm in Walton.

A story is told that some years before his father's death, Cuthbert and his brother were 
guests of Lord Rendlesham, who gave them permission to go shooting on Bawdsey 
marshes, Cuthbert is said to have exclaimed at the sight of the high ground overlooking 
the sea, the Deben estuary and the entrance to Harwich harbour, and that one day he 
would like to live there. At  that time the whole area was deserted apart from Martello 
Tower V and a cottage. It seems that much of the land was uncultivated or neglected, as 
the locals called it no man's land.

In 1883 he had the opportunity to buy this land, and began the first of major purchases of 
land in the area. Eventually the extent of his ownership was over 9,000 acres, and 
stretched along the north bank of the river Deben for some miles.

He then began to spend very large sums of money on sea defences, planted many trees, 
said to be over two million, and made other improvements. He instructed an architect, 
William Eade FRIBA, to design a modestly sized house. Eade had been responsible for 
many buildings in Ipswich and had also designed much of the sea front in Felixstowe.

During this time, he had had built at Plymouth in 1894 a chain-guided ferry for vehicles             
across the river Deben. This ferry service, first by one and then by two vessels, continued 
running until adverse economic circumstances caused it to be closed down in October 
1931.
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Ordnance Survey map of 
the area before the Manor
was built

Bawdsey Manor. The circular garden on the right of the picture was the site of 
Martello Tower V

16



He bought the manorial rights from the Tollemache family, and with the aid of dynamite the 
Martello tower was demolished, and became a round sunken garden, and the track that 
led from the ferry to the village and Woodbridge, was diverted.

Initially, he wanted the new house simply for a summer home for his family, but over some 
twenty years, the original half timbered part facing the sea was hugely extended by adding 
new wings, ending up vastly larger than the original modest house.

The large estate required upkeep and he employed his own tradesmen in its maintenance. 
An autocratic man, he did provide new cottages for the villagers, and built a Club/Reading 
Room in 1886 and a school in 1898. In September 1897 he was created a baronet.

Sketch map showing the diversion of the road

As a rich man, the owner of an extensive estate, as well as a large employer, he must 
have been an obvious choice for the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk to nominate for magistrate. 
While being a benevolent man in terms of the general welfare of his tenants and 
employees, it was said that on the bench, he was unforgiving for some misdemeanors, 
notably poaching.

In the area of farming he was active, being referred to as an agriculturist and cattle 
breeder, especially of Suffolk varieties. There were about 150 Suffolk Punch horses on his 
estate, and later he became President of the Suffolk Horse Society.

He had a long-standing feud with the Rector of Bawdsey, the Reverend Allot Tighe-
Gregory, an Irishman with whom he never saw eye to eye. Early in their relationship the 
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matter of the road from Bawdsey Quay to Bawdsey Village became a bone of contention. 
In order not to have a public road close to his house Quilter had moved it to proceed along 
the river bank and the Reverend Allot objected to this, and would drive his horse and trap 
along the old road.

Quilter stopped his family attending the Rector's religious services and built a chapel in the 
Manor grounds, employing his own parson. Tighe-Gregory built the vicarage and a school 
next to the church.

Clearly an energetic man, Quilter stood for Parliament in the Liberal cause in 1885, and 
became the member for South Suffolk (Sudbury). In the next election in 1886, caused 
through the defeat of the government over the Home Rule for Ireland Bill, he was re-
elected as a Liberal Unionist, and held the seat until losing it in 1906.

Not a regular speaker in the House of Commons, he strongly espoused causes in the 
public interest, such as the scandal over poisonous ingredients in beer. For this reason he 
took over a brewery at Melton, site of the present Coach and Horses. 

His leisure interests included visual arts and he amassed a considerable and noteworthy 
collection of paintings. His younger brother, Harry, who did not succeed as an artist, but 
became well known as an art critic, journalist and a prolific writer, may have assisted him 
in this. The collection of more than sixty works was of sufficient standing that an exhibition 
of them was held in Bond Street galleries, in 1902, with the takings going to the King 
Edward's Hospital Fund.

Sir Cuthbert was an enthusiastic small boat sailor and in 1871 bought the schooner 
"Scandal" for £200, from his friend Edward Fitzgerald. It was said to be at the insistence of 
his wife that he changed the yacht's name to "Sapphire" since Fitzgerald was quoted as 
saying it was the staple product of Woodbridge!

He was a long-tirne member of the Royal Harwich Yacht Club and was the Vice-
Commodore for over thirty years. More responsibility devolved on Quilter in that capacity 
from 1896, when the Duke of York, shortly to become the Prince of Wales, became the 
Commodore, when royal duties naturally took priority. In 1910, on his accession to the 
throne as George V, he stood down as Commodore and became the Club's Patron.

On Sir Cuthbert's retirement from the Club he was presented with an illuminated address, 
signed by the Flag Officers of the club, including, of course, the Prince of Wales.
However it seems that financial problems were arising. Sir Cuthbert complained bitterly at 
the policies of "successive governments" regarding the tax rules for large country 
landowners.

A further expense was the continuing problem of erosion by the sea and the necessity to 
improve the defences close to the Manor.

Probably for these reasons, in 1909 he held a sale of his pictures, some of which were 
inherited from his father, and which were on the walls of his house off Park Lane. The sale 
raised over £87,000, equivalent to about £4 million today.

In failing health for some time, Sir Cuthbert died at the Manor on the 18th November 1911, 
at 70 years of age. The funeral was arranged for the 21st November at the Bawdsey 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, with burial in its churchyard.
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The Times announced that on the day carriages were reserved on the train leaving 
Liverpool Street station at 10-00am for Feiixstowe. Return train to London at 3-25pm.

A substantial area of the churchyard was taken over and a family memoriat built, which 
now commemorates a number of his heirs in title, and other descendants.

St Maryʼs churchyard
The Quiter family memorial

Inscription on the far end of the 
memorial - names of the descendants

are on the sides
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His eldest son, William Eley Cuthbert Quilter, inherited the title, and the lengthy will, with 
five codicils, shows the gross value of the estate at £1,220,639, a rough equivalent of £50 
million today.

The financial problems seem not to have been resolved as, after Sir Cuthbert's death, over 
several years, his heir sold off land, closed down the Deben vehicle ferry, and finally sold 
the Manor and associated land for £24,000 to the Air Ministry in 1936, for use in radar 
research. Following the government purchase a large sum of money was spent on sea 
defences. The poor condition of the sea defences was presumably known, and this would 
have been a further incentive for the sales.

Acknowledgement
Thanks are due to English Heritage (NMR) for permission to publish the aerial photograph.

Leslie Ramsey

Photograph taken in July 1940
The original Quilter estate extended along the north bank of the river for several miles
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Fifty Years On ….

ʻVitae Lampada Tradamusʼ - ʻWe carry forward the lamp of lifeʼ - was the motto of 
Felixstowe Grammar School.  The 1962 School Magazine offers a fascinating insight, not 
only into one area of secondary education 50 years ago, but also into the town which 
provided that school with many of its pupils.

The use of Latin was not confined to the School motto and badge.  On page 4 of the 
magazine, the words ʻAve Atque Valeʼ head a list of pupils leaving and joining the School 
in the academic year under report.

The report on the 1961 Speech Day tells us that the prizes were presented by Sir Ian 
Jacob, G.B.E, C.B., former Governor General of the BBC.  There were special awards for, 
among other things, Empire Knowledge, Modern Languages, Geography and Chess – and 
for Summer and Winter Games.

The Schoolʼs major dramatic effort in the 1961-1962 academic year, which ʻmarked a 
change in directionʼ, saw Shakespeare replaced by Oscar Wilde.  The cast of ʻThe 
Importance of Being Earnestʼ included one Christopher Strauli in the role of Algernon 
Moncrieff.  Christopher went on to star in TV series including ʻRafflesʼ and ʻOnly When I 
Laughʼ.  The First Form put on no fewer than three short plays at the end of the Christmas 
term.

Sport features prominently in the Magazine, accounting for eighteen out of forty-eight 
pages.  Colneis won four of the five House Cups contested on Sports Day, Samford 1 and 
Deben – er, none.  The Sports Day report alone covers three full pages, with the winners 
and runners-up in every event duly listed.

The Under 13 Rugby XV ʻhad a very disappointing season ….largely due to feeble 
tacklingʼ.  In cricket, while the 1st XI ʻon occasions ….put up very creditable performancesʼ, 
on other occasions ʻit went down disgracefully without showing any fightʼ.  (Ouch!)  
However, the Tennis First VI ʻenjoyed a very successful seasonʼ.

There are reports on meetings of the Sixth Form Society (average attendance over 50) 
and the Parent-Teacher Association.   On Tuesday July 10th 1961 ʻ..a party of Sixth 
Formers visited Cambridge.  It rainedʼ.  There are also reports on trips to Norwich, Venice 
and Paris, and to meetings of the C.E.W.C. (Council for Education in World Citizenship) 
and the Medical Society for Young People. 

Other contributions to the Magazine include short stories and poems and a report on 
Ipswich Townʼs victory over Aston Villa which saw them become English League 
Champions.

The cost of producing the magazine was covered, at least in part, by the revenue 
generated by advertisements from local traders.  Some of these names may be familiar to 
older readers:

Emms Garage Ltd (ʻFor Everything in Motoringʼ); The Broadway Bookroom; Wilson Radio 
Instruments Ltd; M.E. Porter Photographer; C.J. Edgeley Ltd. (Mensʼ & Boysʼ Tailors and 
Outfitters); Dainty Homes; Bradbeers (for Cycle and Motor Cycle Sales and Service);  S. & 
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G. Westbrook (Pastrycooks and Confectioners);  Ye Olde Candy Shoppe (ʻDonʼt Forget 
Your Humbug Rockʼ); A. Chas. Phillips (trading from three different premises); and 
Felixstowe Dairies Ltd.

Itʼs possible that some of these establishments offered weekend or after-hours 
employment to students from the School.  It is to be hoped that they, and their parents, 
bore in mind the Headmasterʼs words in his report on the year.  ʻHe urged parents to 
encourage their children to work and not allow them to be distracted by outside activities, 
referring particularly to part-time jobs.  Parents can do their children a great service by 
refusing to allow them to undertake such things during termʼ.      

How much more difficult it would be to follow his advice now!  Despite these temptations, 
the academic results achieved by the School fifty years ago were impressive. 12 Unversity 
places were gained;  20 pupils achieved between one and four G.C.E. ʻAʼ levels; and 43 
gained between 5 and 9 ʻOʼ levels – not bad for a school which had just 535 pupils.  

Laurence McDonald
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     Planning Applications 
11 November 2011 to 15 March 2012

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

Fludyer Arms, Undercliff Road East:  Extensions & Alterations to give 14 rooms. 

Land adjacent to Nos 11 to 20 Langley Close:  Erect single storey log cabin.  

71 Hamilton Road (Hughes):  Replace front facia, replace side facia and projecting sign.  

14 Gainsborough Road:  Retain single storey rear extension.

Community Centre (The Hut), Bath Hill:  Security Shutters.

30 Berners Road:  Single Storey Extension.

14 Thornley Road: Extensions.  

Recent Applications

77 Undercliff Rd West:  Change of use to café.  This alteration will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area.

24 Princes Gardens:  Erect 2 non-illuminated signs.  The Society objects to these 
signage proposals.  We consider the sign on the corner will be a distraction to drivers.  
Similarly we are reluctant to support the siting of the ʻbirthdayʼ sign which is too large for 
the garden location and will detract from the residential street scene.

8A Undercliff Rd West:  Replace fenestration for one window and change fencing to iron 
railings. The Society supports the principle of improving the appearance of this row of 
shops and accommodation which dominate this part of the Conservation Area.  However 
we see no point in only one of the 10 properties being thus upgraded.  The walkway 
provides a common access to the dwellings and if the fencing fronting No 10 is 
substandard then this must apply to all the others.  Similarly, to repair the facia of only one 
building is unacceptable.   We also recommend that the railings be of a more simple 
design to be more in keeping with the plain 1960s look of the parade.  For these reasons 
we object to these proposals which need to be applied to the whole block.  To do less 
would be detrimental to the Conservation Area.

Trinity Methodist Church, Orwell Rd:  Insertion of 16 photovoltaic cells.  These cells do 
little to enhance the Conservation Area and we trust that this application will not create a 
precedent for all buildings in the Conservation Area.  However, we understand the need for 
the church to conserve funds and do not object to this proposal for this particular building.

Part of garden, Orchard Bungalow, Park Avenue:  Erect three dwellings.  The Society 
objects to this application because we consider it an overdevelopment of this island site 
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with restricted access.  This intensity does not reflect the general ambience of this ʻcul de 
sacʼ group of houses.  A smaller development might be more acceptable depending on the 
design.

Applications awaiting a decision

105 to 107 Undercliff Road West:  Application for Lawful Development Certificate for an 
Existing Use: Continued use as Holiday Flats.  The Society has no objection to this 
application which will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Land between Orford Rd and Manor Terrace, South Seafront, Langer Rd:  Construct 
park,  play area, garages, parking spaces, together with 127 dwellings etc.  After further 
study of this planning application, The Society has further comments to add to our letter 
dated 13th January 2012.

We continue to be of the opinion that the design and layout is a wasted opportunity to 
upgrade this part of Felixstowe.  The Townʼs reputation is of quality housing and this 
development does not enhance our heritage.  It is merely a standard, crowded, suburban 
extension.   Furthermore, the information given in the documents does not address the 
majority of the points raised in our letter.

For the above reasons The Society therefore objects to the current plan.

Land at junction with Garrison Lane and High Road West:  Retention of use of site for 
the sale and storage of sheds etc.  The Society considers the site and its use has a major 
effect on this approach to Felixstowe.  For it to become a manufacturing site is a 
retrograde step that has an unsympathetic effect on the street scene.  We have no 
objection to retail use but we do object to any construction activity.

We therefore object to this belated application.  In our view about the only activity on     
this site that would improve the situation would be to clear it and create a garden site with 
a welcoming feature.

Latimer House, Martello Lane:  Erect a single storey sunroom.  The Society has no 
objection to this application which will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Swallows Nest, 51 Orwell Rd:  Use of land to erect 4 holiday apartments & parking.  The 
Society repeats the comments on the previous application that this is an over development 
of the site.  The adverse impact on adjoining properties is unwelcome and the design of 
the new application does nothing to enhance the Conservation Area.  The Society 
therefore objects to this application.

8 Gainsborough Road:  Install photovoltaic panels to the roof of the Presbytery.  The 
Society regards the use of these disfiguring panels in the Conservation Area with regret.  If 
this approach is used in other sites it will undermine the appearance of the Area.  We 
would object to such proposals if it were possible but believe current policy militates 
against such action.  We hope that this application is not a precedent for other prominent 
buildings in the Conservation Area.

Harvest House, Cobbold Road:  Rebuild 3 flue chimneys on the west elevation.  These 
repairs will help preserve this important building in the Conservation Area.
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The Paddock, Grove Rd:  Erect a Medical Centre and Pharmacy.  The Society 
understands the need for improved facilities for the Central Surgery and hopes this 
development will not undermine other medical facilities in Felixstowe.   However, for those 
patients without transport this is an inconvenient site with difficult access to and from the 
town.  There is no indication in the application of facilities for buses to turn or stop should a 
service be provided.  We suggest that the car parking as shown should be reviewed and 
reduced to allow bus access.  We note that there is considerable parking available across 
the road in the entrance to the Grove.

The size of the development will have an impact on the Woodland Trust area and we 
request that a boundary area and natural screening be included in the plan for this part of 
the proposed car park area.   This is a prominent site on a major access route to the town 
and the design of the building is somewhat stark.  A softer façade would enhance this 
aspect of the development. 

Flat 2 Undercliff Road West:  Erect 3 replacement full height screens to front elevation.  
These changes will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Flat 2 Undercliff Road West:  Erect 3 replacement full height screens to front elevation.  
These changes will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Garden Area, Convalescent Hill:  Construct a new public shelter.  We welcome this 
addition to the Cliff Gardens which will be an asset to the Conservation Area.

Other Applications
   
Part rear garden of ʻSwallows Nestʼ, 51 Orwell Road:  Erect 6 holiday apartments plus 
parking. We strongly object to this disaster to the Conservation Area.  WITHDRAWN.

Park House, 72 Constable Road:  Widen vehicle access and demolish wall. REFUSED 
by SCDC.

Hamilton Gardens and Cambridge Rd:  Change of use to Public Space. WITHDRAWN.

Part of Public Highway fronting 74 to 76 Hamilton Rd:  Retain the use of the public 
highway for placing tables and chairs associated with the Costa coffee shop.  The Society 
can only repeat our objections made on the two previous applications:-

1.  The Society feels that this proposal would adversely affect the Conservation Area 
because there is insufficient space in this part of Hamilton Rd for this activity.

2.  We regret that the proposed location of this outdoor café appears incompatible with the 
designed safe shared use of the highway by pedestrians and vehicles. REFUSED by 
SCDC.

Part Side Garden, The Anchorage, 16 Croutel Rd:  Erect single storey dwelling 
(demolition of garage).  We accept that the site is suitable for another house but the 
proposed architecture is not sympathetic to the street scene or the space available.  We
also consider that the design will shadow the adjacent property.  The Society objects to the 
design of the proposed building which would not benefit the Conservation Area.  The 
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opinion of Mr Scrimgeour, The Senior Design and Conservation Officer would be welcome.   
REFUSED by SCDC.

David Crawford

Programme for 2012

Tuesday 15 May! AGM + The History of Felixstowe College.  A very short 
AGM followed by an illustrated talk by our Vice Chairman.

 
Tuesday 12 June * ! Day visit to Royal Hospital Chelsea with a guided tour by 
! a Chelsea Pensioner.

Saturday 23 June *! Midsummer Cheese and Wine Party at the Hut with 
musical Entertainment by Hattie Bennett and friends.

Wednesday 18 July * ! Day Visit to Ely with guided tour of the Cathedral.
!
Sunday 5 August * ! Garden Party at the home of Monica and Peter Smith.

Saturday 15 September! Beachwatch. Details on page 7

Wednesday 19 September * !Day visit to Southwold with a guided tour of Adnamʼs 
Brewery.

!
Tuesday 25 September! The History of Felixstowe Docks.  Dock historian, Ian 

Heeley, provides an illustrated talk about the early years of 
our internationally famous port.

Tuesday 23 October! The War Memorial Trust. Talk by Nancy Treves of the Trust 
explaining their work.

Tuesday 27 November! School Memories. Three local characters tell us about their 
schooling in Felixstowe.  Hopefully there will be other 
contributions from the audience at this meeting!

Tuesday 4 December* ! Evening Visit to Dedham with guided tour and evening 
meal.

                 All speaker meetings are held in the Salvation Army Hall at 7.30 pm
                                                Members £1, Visitors £2

  *The booking forms and details of these visits and events are with this Newsletter
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope for the return of the receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.

28


