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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Philip Johns, 1 High Row Field, Felixstowe, IP11 7AE, 672434
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Laurence McDonald, 5 Looe Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9QB, 285651!  
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF, 276602 

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! ! !       ! ! Commercial! ! ! ! ! !       £20
! ! ! Young people under the age of 18! !           Free

! ! ! ! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Tourist Information Office
! and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! January.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman
ʻFailing to plan, is planning to failʼ a saying often used to my children when they were 
young and now, apparently, often used by them at work, much to the amusement of their 
respective colleagues.  This summer plans were in place for a short trip to Scotland and 
then for our 8 year old grandson to return to Felixstowe for a short holiday with us (Scottish 
school holidays start 2 weeks before English summer holidays) and then later in August 
our 11 year old granddaughter who lives in Essex was to stay with us also.  However, “the 
best laid plans of mice and men” failed to come to fruition when domestic arrangements in 
Scotland meant that help was now needed with our 3 year old granddaughter as well.  Life 
then became more complicated when our son, a Police Officer in London, found his work 
commitment had changed due to the Olympics and the Paralympics (a period of 6 weeks) 
and could we please look after the dog, and the dog, a German Shepherd, eats a bigger 
breakfast than I do.  So, our plans for a quiet September have been put on hold and when 
a friend asked how we were coping my reply was “up and down like Tower Bridge”.

Now for more important news; Felixstowe Heritage Open Days, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 
September, which are being introduced to Felixstowe by our Society.  Further details are 
shown on page 24  of this Newsletter.  If you are able to help with this event, even if you 
can only spare one hour on one day, please contact our Vice-Chairman, Phil Hadwen, 54 
Fairfield Avenue, IP11 9JJ; Tel: 01394 286008;  or email to phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk

A warm welcome to our new members: Eileen and Ken Cain, Maureen Cann, Monica 
Haymon, Patricia Jarrold, Brenda Jeffery and Joyce Lugg.

Sadly I have to report the deaths of Andrew Haig, Una Rollings and Mike Todd.

All summer visits and events have proved an outstanding success and in particular the 
Mid-Summer Cheese, Wine and Music Party.  The music provided by The Champagne 
Trio with ʻcello, viola, violin and vocals was a highlight and we hope to repeat this new 
event in the future.

I am pleased to report that The Society has become a patron of ʻMusic in Felixstoweʼ a 
much respected and worthwhile local charity.

Finally I would draw your attention to the unique article on page 7 which describes how it 
all started and sincerely thank our first chairman Cynthia Park for her contribution.

Philip Johns

Annual General Meeting, 15 May 2012
The following officers were elected:

! Chairman -! ! Philip Johns
! Vice Chairman -! Philip Hadwen
! Secretary -! ! Laurence McDonald
! Treasurer -! ! Susanne Barsby
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The following Committee Members were elected:

Megan Baker, Alan Coombes, David Crawford, Trish Hann, Judith Hedges, 
Elizabeth Horn and Keith Horn.

Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment

Two main Awards were made, to:

Mr and Mrs G Davies for the new extension to 72 Brook Lane and for the general 
enhancement of the property. (page 5)

Mr John Smith for the programme of works at the Cotman Residential Home. (page 6)

Mr Davies and Mr Smith were present to receive their respective Awards.

The formal business of the meeting closed at 20.00, and was followed by an illustrated talk 
by Philip Hadwen on the History of Felixstowe College. 

This was the first meeting held by The Society at its new venue, the Salvation Army centre 
in Cobbold Road.

Beachwatch  on Saturday, 15 September 2012

The Society will once again be taking part in this yearʼs Beachwatch which is organised by 
the Marine Conservation Society and  locally by Suffolk Coasts and Heaths. Last year we 
were unable to carry out our usual cleanup in view of the ongoing sea defence work but  it 
will be ʼ business as usual ʻ  between 9.00 am and 11.00 am on Saturday 15 September. 
We will be cleaning up on our usual stretch of beach and will meet on the promenade in 
front of Seagull and Seashell Cottages (not far from Fludyers Hotel) and will be working 
south towards the Spa Pavilion. We will also be recording what we have collected and this 
information will be passed onto the Marine Conservation Society. 

Please join us if you can. Even if you can only come along for a short time you will be most 
welcome.

If you would like to help with this worthwhile event please contact me on 01394 270845 or 
email me at kjandehorn@btinternet.com

Finally a note for your diaries – as previously advised we will be doing four beach cleanups 
a year and in addition to our regular one in September we will be cleaning in December, 
March and June annually. In December it will be on Wednesday 12 at 9.30 am and we 
look forward to seeing you.

Keith Horn
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Our Society - how did it all start?

If you look at the front cover  of this Newsletter you will see that we have now reached 
Issue Number 101. We are now into a new century and it is a time for reflection. Perhaps 
many of us do not know, like me, how it all started. The Society was founded on 3 
December 1978. Fortunately we still have contacts with the past and John Woollen, who 
with his wife Betty organises the distribution of the Newsletter, was a very early Secretary 
of The Society (in 1979). John still has contact with our first Chairman, Cynthia Park.

Cynthia was asked to put pen to paper so to speak and describe what happened in the 
early days. What follows is based on an Email from Cynthia.

I had got very interested in the buildings of Felixstowe when Fisons was seriously 
considering demolishing Harvest House, about 1975. The planning application 
was refused but it went to appeal so I went along to the Inquiry and, shaking in my 
boots because I had never done anything like that before, made a passionate little 
speech which, along with a number of other passionate speeches helped win the 
day. The building was saved! Following that the Suffolk Preservation Society 
invited me to become their local "watch dog" and keep an eye on any planning 
applications which were being considered. Felixstowe was growing rapidly, there 
were lots of applications to review, and then there began to be loud rumblings 
about the future of the station site. At that point the SPS felt it vital for Felixstowe 
to have a local group as well as the county group to speak out for conservation 
and good planning. Their director, John Popham, helped Murray and me organise 
a public meeting at the Spa Pavilion in early November to announce the intention 
of setting up an amenity society. It was very well attended - maybe 75 people 
turned out - and everyone thought it was a good idea. So with that The Society 
was launched! The SPS quickly helped us get our constitution in place and 
register as a charity. It wasn't long before we also registered with the Civic Trust 
and within a very short time we had organised a competition in the schools to 
come up with a logo. And the rest - is, as they say, history!

So - I think that is the story. From the outset, we were well supported by the SPS 
and the Civic Trust. Bob Kindred from the Ipswich planning department was also 
an absolute star giving us invaluable advice at every turn. Excellent days - and it is 
so excellent to see The Society continuing to flourish!! Well done, all!

I hope that is helpful. 
Thanks again!
All the very best - and keep up the good work!
Cynthia

What follows is a reproduction of the first Newsletter. 
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Some paragraphs are difficult to read. The following should help.

Para (3) reads
There have been several comments on the proposals that both the former Burton's shop at 
the crossroads of Hamilton Road and Orwell Roads, and Burtʼs shop in the middle of the 
town should become building societies.  The Felixstowe Society has objected to both 
these proposals primarily on the grounds that Felixstowe already has more than its fair 
share of building societies in the centre of town and that while understanding that other  
societies wish to  be represented in Felixstowe we feel that such central sites should be 
kept for shops. In the case of Burtʼs there is additional cause for concern in that, as it 
stands, the shop has an attractive front whose loss would be to the detriment of Hamilton 
Road.  Alas, building societies do not generally spring to mind in association with fine 
building and sensitive renovation!

Para (4) reads
With reference to the railway station site which is of concern to almost everyone in the 
town, and also of course to The Society, the latest plans for the site are to be displayed in 
the library at sometime in the near future. Obviously we are unable to take any useful 
action over the site until these plans are made public. Following publication of the plans 
we shall make The Societyʼs views known. Members opinions will be most welcome.

Para (10) reads
The Felixstowe History and Museum Society have managed to interest Anglia Television in 
Landguard Fort: many members may have seen the photograph in a recent edition of the 
Felixstowe Times of some of the FHMS members at the fort during filming of a feature to 
he shown on 'About Anglia' sometime this month.  Following on this the secretary of the 
FHMS has written to the Department of the Environment suggesting that permission is 
given for a volunteer force to begin clearing up the fort which is, after all, Felixstoweʼs only 
ancient monument. We have decided to write to the DoE as well, supporting the FHMS 
proposition, in the hope that pressure from a second local organisation might be of 
assistance to the FHMS in achieving their aims in regard to Landguard Fort.

Editor
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The History of Felixstowe College 
Talk by Phil Hadwen on Tuesday 15 May 2012

Following our AGM we had an interesting talk by our vice-chairman about Felixstowe 
College, which was originally a small boarding school, called Orchards, for boys and girls, 
in Oxshott, Surrey. 

 Miss Raven (Headmistress) and her two colleagues, who owned the school, decided in 
the early 1920s to move to the east coast, changing the name to Uplands School, and 
they ended up in Bull`s Cliff, Felixstowe. 

By now the school was for girls only and it proved to be very successful until a fire gutted 
the school building in 1927 and they were forced to find alternate accommodation. They 
moved into The Lodge on Cobbold`s Point, which became Cranmer House.

Mr Wrinch, a local architect, was commissioned to convert The Lodge stables opposite 
and this became the main block of school building.

From 1929 the school`s name  changed several times, it was first called Felixstowe 
Ladies` College, then Felixstowe College for Girls and finally just Felixstowe College. 
Under the superb leadership of three outstanding headmistresses, Miss Clarke, 

Miss Jones and Miss Manners, the school went from strength to strength and was, at the 
height of its fame, the second most important girls` boarding school in the country. It 
continued to expand to such an extent that it owned a large number of properties and land 
in Old Felixstowe.

Another disastrous fire on Friday 7 September 1973 destroyed part of the school buildings, 
but with great support it survived only to be hit by the financial downturn that many 
boarding schools suffered and it finally closed in 1994.

We heard about the war years, when the school was requisitioned by the army and had to 
move first to Riddlesworth Hall near Diss, then Lowther College near Rhyl in North Wales, 
before returning to Riddlesworth! We were also told of the part that Princess Anne played 
as Royal Visitor and also about how she almost became a pupil at the school. We were 
amazed to hear that Princess Diana was turned down for being too shy!
A fascinating talk about a real gem of Felixstowe`s history.

Winston Nelson 
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Visit to The Royal Hospital Chelsea 
Tuesday 12 June 2012

The inscription on the south facing wall of the building designed by Christopher Wren  in 
1682 housing the Chapel, the Octagon Porch and the Great Hall reads SUBSIDIUM ET 
LEVAMEN EMERITORUM SENIO BELLOQUE FRACTORUM CONDIDIT CAROLUS 
SECUNDUS AUXIT JACOBUS SECUNDUS PERFECERE GULIELMUS ET MARIA REX 
ET REGINA MDCXC11. We were to learn more of the Royal Hospital Chelsea on a guided 
tour by two In - Pensioners at 1.30 pm. In the meanwhile we had time to explore the well 
kept grounds. With the Burial ground consecrated in August 1691 and closed in 1855 on 
our left  we could see the outside of the 125 bed Margaret Thatcher Infirmary opened in 
2009 on our way to the café which is open to the general public and its welcoming 
message,  

Leave the hustle and bustle of shopping behind
Relax in our grounds and start to unwind
From delicious cream teas to paninis and coffee
weʼre sure youʼll agree we are far from sloppy 
                                       
After a light lunch we had time to visit the Wellington Hall where a number of objects 
associated with the great Duke can be seen including the table on which his body lay in 
state in 1852. The adjoining museum comprises a Long Gallery and Medal Room where 
all the exhibits have a direct connection with the Royal Hospital including the 2,100 medals 
on display.  By now our guides Michael Allen and Malcolm ʻMalʼ Smart MBE were ready to 
start our tour. 
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Our group followed Mal through to the Light Horse Court - a quadrangle named after the 
old cavalry men who occupied the south-east wing until 1850. In the centre is a lamp post 
and  wrought-iron cage covering a well which provided water for the horses. The original 
north east wing was destroyed by enemy bombing in 1918 but reconstructed a few years 
later only to be a victim to a rocket attack in WW2. This time the replacement was an exact 
copy of the original exterior. 
 
Mal explained the conditions required to become an In-Pensioner who at present number 
about 400. Whilst in the army one dayʼs pay per year is deducted and goes towards the 
running of this institution. So if one is of good character and over 65 he or she may be 
eligible, on surrender of his/her army pension in return for board, lodging clothing  and 
medical care.  Leave of absence is allowed except on certain events of the year when their 
presence is required.  The uniform of scarlet coats and ceremonial tricorn hats are a 
modernised version of the service dress of Marlboroughʻs time. The amenity centre which 
is in the most westerly quadrangle had a wonderful array of activities within the 
comfortably appointed club, television and billiards rooms, library and arts and crafts 
centre. Passing through an archway to the Figure Court and a large number of mobility 
scooters – I just wondered where the race track was as they all looked very tempting to 
take for a quick spin round the grounds.  At the centre of this Court the gilded statue of 
Charles 2 dressed in a Roman outfit shone brightly on this rather dull day. 
     
The four storey buildings bordering the east and west sides of the Figure Court are the In-
Pensionersʼ living accommodation known as Long Wards. Each floor is 200 feet long and 
the cubicles run down the inner side where there is no natural light or fresh air and little 
privacy. The 36 ʻberthsʼ on each floor share 2 dilapidated showers, 4 lavatories and 8 
washbasins.  These are now being renovated and there will be 20 berths instead of 36 
each with a window, study area and walk in shower. On entering the Cupola Porch with its 
impressive array of captured trophies, the Chapel on the right opposite the Great Hall and 
straight ahead  the Royal Hospital Road entrance flanked by 4 British guns. The Chapel is 
light and airy and is dominated by the painting of the Resurrection in the half dome of the 
apse  by Sebastiano Ricci and dates from the end of Queen Anneʼs reign. It makes an 
ideal venue for the many reasonably priced concerts it hosts over the year. The Great Hall 
has more paintings hung around the walls above lists of all the campaigns in which the 
British Army served- something to read whilst eating. Breakfast is served from 6.30am. On 
leaving the dining room Mal pointed to some large leather jugs known as black jacks on 
the end table which were formerly used for collecting beer from the cellars.

Passing through the third and final quadrangle – the beautifully proportioned College Court 
we moved on to admire the well-kept allotments before we assembled for our trip home.  
We thanked  and said  farewell to our excellent guides who explained this was one of the 
many occupations about 120  In-Pensioners undertake along with chapel staff, clerical 
assistants, ground staff etc. and their attendance  at many public events or sporting  
venues  resplendent in their unique uniforms so proudly worn.

The inscription translates as “For the succour and relief of veterans broken by Age and 
War funded by Charles 2 enlarged by James 2 and completed by William and Mary in the 
Year of Our Lord 1692”.  Mal and Michael brought us up-to-date with the fascinating 
history of this world famous establishment. 

Elizabeth Horn
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The Royal Hospital Chelsea
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South Beach Mansion

South Beach Mansion was built by Charles Eley in the 1860s. Charles was the son of a 
leading London silversmith who turned his attention to the design and production of gun 
propellants - Eley cartridges. Unfortunately the father, while drying on a hot plate two 
pounds of the notoriously unstable compound mercury fulminate in his premises in Old 
Bond Street, blew himself up.

Charles was the middle one of his three sons, then aged 20, 17 and 15, who inherited the 
business. Charles became responsible for the company accounts, and all three brothers 
became directors when the company went public in 1874. Charles was the chairman of 
Eley Brothers Ltd from 1888 until his death in 1902.

He built the Mansion and its close neighbour the Swiss Chalet (now The Coach House) as 
a summer retreat and many building materials were delivered by sea, the sandy track from 
Ipswich being described as atrocious.

Around 1880 he sold both the Mansion and the Swiss Chalet to Frederick John Bugg. Mr 
Bugg was the proprietor of a well established boot and shoe manufacturing business in 
Ipswich and was said to be “a pillar of the manufacturing trade" of the town. He had a 
factory in Key Street, a warehouse in Tacket Street and also traded in leather.

He was well known in Ipswich, partly on account of his very radical political opinions - far 
more radical than the Liberal party's policies at that time. He became an elected member 
of Felixstowe local authority and jointly purchased 46 acres of undeveloped cliff top land 
between Cambridge Road and Garrison Lane from Colonel Tomline.

During his period of ownership of the Mansion he rented both properties to the Empress 
Augusta of Germany for a few summer weeks in 1891.

A few years later Mr Bugg agreed a sale of the Mansion and the Chalet to the 
Tollemache Ipswich Brewery. A deposit of 5% was paid in May and completion was in 
July 1897, for a total cost of £6,500.

The next month the Board of Directors of the brewery agreed that the Mansion should be 
let unfurnished to the Hon Douglas Tollemache at a rent of £300 per annum, and he 
would buy the furniture for £500.

Tollemache was at this time acquiring licensed premises to ensure secure outlets for the 
sale of his beer, and in 1898 the Mansion was used as a security for a loan of £2,000, 
and later that year for a further loan of £4,000. In 1899 Tollemache bought the Mansion 
from the brewery for £7,000, and in 1900 he instructed the Ipswich architect John 
Corder, who had designed the Orwell hotel for him, to make additions to the south side 
of the Mansion.

In the late 1890s Tollemache had two large construction projects in his sights, the Orwell 
and Felix hotels, the former opening in 1898, and the far larger project in 1903. It must 
have been a great convenience for him to live so close to these buildings at this time.
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The monarchy was abolished in Portugal in 1910, and the former King Manoel, who was 
exiled to London, was said to have stayed at the Mansion in 1912. He did come for the 
tennis tournament, and possibly was the guest of Douglas Tollemache.

The outbreak of war in 1914 set in train a series of hotel business losses for each year of 
the conflict. The Bath hotel having burnt down, Tollemache contemplated selling the 
Felix and in 1919 put the Mansion up for sale. Some months later the Urban District 
Council decided to question him on the sale, but by then he had removed it from the 
market. However he responded that he would listen to their approaches, provided the 
Swiss Chalet was included in a sale. Finally the deal was concluded at an extraordinary 
meeting of the Council in October 1921 when they affixed their seal to the conveyance. 
The price was £7,500.

At a Council meeting later it was agreed to allow public access to the Mansion for two 
afternoons a week for one month. In April 1922 a resolution was tabled to use it as the 
Town Hall, but this was voted down.

It was then agreed to let the Mansion to a Mrs E Bowen for 11 years as a private hotel, 
public restaurant and tea rooms. The rent was to be £160 per annum for four years, 
£200 p.a. for the next four years, and £350 p.a. for the remaining years. By 1932 the 
hotel business was run by an E C Dowdney, and a Mrs Auckland is shown as hotelier 
from 1934 to 1938.

From the time of the Anschluss early in 1938 there was a steady increase in the duties 
of local authorities. Most new directives came from government departments in London, 
with some delegated demands from East Suffolk County Council.

The availability of the Mansion as extra space for offices and accommodation must have 
been very welcome. Arrangements had to be made for the training of air raid wardens, 
first aiders, auxiliary firemen and anti-gas personnel. A “Cleansing Room” had to be set 
up in the Cottage Hospital, and the entire population fitted with gas masks. Following the 
outbreak of war to these were added the reception and accommodation of evacuee 
children and the administration of food rationing. Rationing did not disappear completely 
until 1954.

These duties required the extra space the Mansion offered and it continued to be used 
until it was sold privately in 1995, the Swiss Chalet having also been sold ten years 
earlier.

Acknowledgment
!The kindness and helpfulness of Sylvia Tompkins is gratefully acknowledged.

Leslie Ramsey
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South Beach Mansion and the Swiss Chalet in 1887

South Beach Mansion and the Swiss Chalet today
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Plaque on the sea-facing wall of the Mansion
recording the stay of “Augusta Victoria

Empress of Germany, Queen of Prussia”

Partnership with France
After an exhaustive search by Felixstoweʼs “Friendship through Language” group, strong 
links have now been developed with a French town called Rouillac which is in the 
Charente department. The town itself is small (pop: 2,500) but the wider community has 
about 10,000 inhabitants.

Thanks to generous funding by the Town Council, three members of the group travelled to 
Rouillac at the end of last year to assess the prospects for partnership. They were warmly 
received and returned with a strong recommendation that Rouillac be our chosen partner.
One great advantage of this choice is that a former inhabitant of Felixstowe now lives in 
Rouillac and is very active in community affairs there. His help and encouragement have 
been invaluable in forging the link.
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Eight visitors from Rouillac came to Felixstowe from 21st to 25th May 2012 and stayed with 
group members. A full programme of visits and social events was arranged for them in 
Felixstowe and further afield in Suffolk, including a reception by the Mayor at the Town 
Hall.

It all went extremely well, and a return visit is planned for the end of April 2013.

If anyone is interested in joining the group to take advantage of this opportunity to form 
friendships in a very attractive part of France, please contact Roger Baker (the Chairman 
of the group) on 01394 282526 or megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com The group 
welcomes new members even if they do not wish to take part in the visits to France or 
provide accommodation; their advice and support will be valuable to us.

Roger Baker, Chairman, Friendship through Language Group   

From the Archives
The 1982-1983 Annual Report paints a picture of a very busy Society.  In addition to six 
Membersʼ Meetings and eight Social Events, there were two major exhibitions, a 
publishing ʻfirstʼ and a couple of ʻhands-onʼ projects.

An exhibition at the Anglia Building Society (remember them?) in August and September 
1982 on the work of T W  Cotman was followed in October by a display, in the library, of 
the Societyʼs activities.  Some of the exhibits from the latter were used at subsequent 
events in the town. Our first publication, ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ, appeared in November 1982.  
All 500 copies were sold within 6 weeks.  

Two projects recorded in the Report are the clearance of a path through the ʻvery 
overgrownʼ  Quintonʼs Lane footpath, and the redecoration of the main interior of the Red 
Cross Centre on the seafront.  This proved to be an enormous task, involving among other 
things the loan of scaffolding and a steaming machine, the latter needed to remove the old 
wallpaper.  

The major tree-planting project for 1982 was at Peewit Hill, where 50 trees (cost: £201.49) 
were planted in November.  Five oak trees were also planted on the cliff top.  

A major success for the Society was the building of steps by the Anglia Water Authority 
(despite opposition from the Manor Club) from the promenade at Manor End down to the 
beach.  

The Society ʻheartily endorsed the proposal to build a swimming pool/leisure centre on the 
site of the Pier Pavilionʼ.

Laurence McDonald
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Research Corner 15 - Brick Walls

Our house in Fairfield Avenue was built in the early 1950s and just recently we have been 
having a little trouble with the brick wall in the front garden and the gate pillars. This 
problem is not just confined to our house as a neighbour has had a similar problem 
resulting in having to dismantle his wall and have a new one built. Consequently my mind 
turned to brick walls in the Felixstowe area. I was amazed at just how many of the original 
walls are still standing and are generally in good condition. Some of you may say that my 
brick wall has lasted over 60 years so I should be grateful for that, but there are walls in 
Felixstowe that are over 100 years old and still going strong.

In a recent research corner I wrote about street furniture and explained about various 
aspects of Felixstowe`s streets that needed to be observed more closely. One feature that 
we could include under this heading would be brick walls! As we pass by them every day 
we often don`t give them a second thought, but surely part of our Society`s brief is to care 
about our environment and heritage and so I would urge our members to note these walls 
and report to our committee if there is any drastic deterioration.

It is quite difficult to say which are the most important brick walls in the town, but probably 
that surrounding Harvest House must rank highly because it is a listed building in its own 
right! When Fisons had plans to demolish The Felix Hotel and use the space as an 
employeesʼ car park a local pressure group fought them all the way, and one of their 
tactics was to have both the building and the wall listed separately. Now when Society 
members are taken around the Cotman Walk we always stop and look more closely at this 
wall, which has several features that need mentioning, but  its greatest claim to fame is 
that it is the only wall in Felixstowe to have its own listed status!

A building that no longer 
looks its best is the 
Ordnance Hotel, but in its 
time it was highly regarded 
with superb facilities and a 
fine wall surrounding its 
stables. This wall was 
damaged in a bombing raid 
in the First World War, but 
it was repaired and 
although looking a little sad 
today it still gives 
indications of how 
attractive it must have 
been.
Another wall that surely is 

overlooked by many is that which fronts Fairfield Infant School. Again this wall is old, but 
very solid. The brickwork is really fine, as is that of the old school itself as well as the 
Caretaker`s House next door. 

South Beach Mansion is another property with a wall worth observing. There have been 
some fairly recent alterations, but with a little imagination it isn`t hard to realise just how 
fine the original was.
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As most of our members know we usually present an award each year to a property which 
has enhanced the local environment and a couple of years ago we gave the award to a 
brick wall! This was because we felt that the wall surrounding Cranmer Court had been 
sympathetically repaired. Across the road we find that the wall which was part of the main 
buildings of Felixstowe College is still there. Well worth a closer look.

A wall that I would have 
drawn attention to until quite 
recently was that fronting 
The Hermitage on Undercliff 
Road East, but within the 
last eighteen months a new 
wall has replaced the 
original! Other walls that are 
worth closer inspection 
include that on the 
Promenade and sea-front 
gardens and a lovely 
garden wall at 19 Brook 
Lane. North Cottage in Golf 
Road has the most amazing 
wall. From the outside it is very impressive.

There are other examples which are hidden in back gardens and it is hoped that this article 
may unearth a few more!

Not only has Felixstowe lost 
several fine buildings over the 
years, brick walls have also been 
removed to make way for more 
modern housing. Perhaps the 
finest example of this is the wall 
that used to surround Felixstowe 
House. This fine property stood in 
the middle of the area we now 
know as Allenby Park and its land 
was bounded by Croutel Road, 
Brook Lane, Constable Road and 
St Andrew`s Road. Those houses 
which back onto Allenby Park are 
all relatively new and originally 
there was a fine wall surrounding 

this property as the lovely old photograph illustrates.

To finish I must mention one of our finest walls, the one attached to the Orwell Hotel. This 
dates from 1898 and although rather in need of repair is still an excellent example of the 
grandeur of Felixstowe. 

Phil Hadwen
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    Planning Applications 
   15 March to 20 July 2012

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

The Bartlett Hospital:  Change of use and alterations to the former convalescent home 
and annex to form 28 residential units and build 3 dwellings.

Part of garden, Orchard Bungalow, Park Avenue:  Erect 3 dwellings. 

Latimer House:  Erect a single storey sunroom.

Land between Orford Rd and Manor Terrace, South Seafront: Construct a park, play 
area, garages, parking spaces, together with 127 dwellings.

18 Fairfield Avenue: Proposed first floor balcony and roof terrace over new single storey 
extension.

Harvest House, Cobbold Rd:  Rebuild 3 flue chimneys on the west elevation.

Swallows Nest, 51 Orwell Rd:  Use of land to erect 4 holiday apartments and parking.  

Garden Area, Convalescent Hill:  Construct a new public shelter.

Recent Applications

69 Hamilton Road:  Signage:  The Felixstowe Society objects to this Proposal.  Current 
signage attached to this building, within a parade of shops, is significantly over height and 
non-conforming with the architecture of these Conservation Area shop fronts.  This may be 
determined by looking at adjacent shops. The panel height of the proposed new fascia 
sign and new projecting sign should be reduced.

The Grosvenor,  25 to 32 Ranelagh Road: hard standing: The Felixstowe Society 
believes this Proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Planning App C12/0565 - 17 Undercliff Road West, Erect Shed:  The Felixstowe 
Society believes this Proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

Land North West of Gulpher Farm, Gulpher Rd:  Erect 20kw wind turbine on a 15.434m 
mast (Revised Scheme).  Even though this revised scheme is for a smaller turbine The 
Society continues to object to this intrusion on the AONB.  It is in a very visible site and we 
fear that if this proposal is agreed it could well be a pre-curser to further development of 
these wind farms in or around this location.

61A Cobbold Rd, change of use from B1(A) to A2:  The Society considers that these 
changes will have little effect on the Conservation Area
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25B Cobbold Road, demolish existing building and erect dwelling:  The Felixstowe 
Society has no objection to the demolition of the existing former cycle repair, storage and 
sales buildings on this site and believes the proposed low profile building will have little 
effect on the Conservation Area.

Applications awaiting a decision

3 The Pines:  Erection of Balcony extension, glass railings and a patio and decking 
extension.  The Society has no objection to the patio and decking extension at ground 
level.  However, The Society strongly objects to the balcony extension and screening.  
These proposals completely contravene the conditions of SPG 16(5.2).  There will be 
gross overlooking of both the interiors and gardens of neighbouring properties with 
consequent reduction of the amenities and enjoyment of these dwellings.

2 - 2A Bent Hill – Use of premises as a Take-away in addition to existing Restaurant 
uses:  The Felixstowe Society believes that the proposal will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area.   But we recommend that the Proprietors should provide an adequate 
litter bin adjacent to these premises to meet the needs of their anticipated passing trade. 

Former Boating Lake and land adjacent to Felixstowe Leisure Centre and the 
Promenade:   Re-profile the promenade, alter the forecourt to the Leisure Centre etc.  The 
Society thanks you for the opportunity to look at these plans.  We consider these 
alterations can only be an improvement to this part of the Conservation Area.

Felixstowe Pier, Undercliff Rd West:  Demolition of the outer pier and the existing pier 
building. The Society thanks you for the opportunity to look at these plans.  We consider 
these alterations can only be an improvement to this part of the Conservation Area.

Felixstowe Pier, Undercliff Road West:  Partial demolition of the existing pier.   
Reconstruction of new pier building. The Society thanks you for the opportunity to look at 
these plans. We consider these alterations can only be an improvement to this part of the 
Conservation Area  However we hope that this development will not undermine the future 
of the Spa Theatre and that there is sufficient funding for the upkeep of this and associated 
projects.

Mannings Amusement Park, Sea Road: Entertainment evenings within existing 
structure.  The Society objects to this proposal.  The structure is open sided and would do 
little to reduce the noise impact on local residents.  We suspect that existing activities 
already create some noise pollution during the daytime and additional night-time activities 
would need careful monitoring.

18 High Beach:  First floor extension, alterations to the ground floor and external 
elevations.  The Society objects to these proposals.  This house is one of 3 similar 
bungalow style buildings and the proposed alterations will create a much larger building 
that over shadows these smaller dwellings.  On one side there will be some over looking of 
the next bungalow and with the proposed balcony, the windows of the adjacent house will 
definitely be over looked. The proposed design is attractive but is too large for the site.

The Gate House, Maybush Lane:  Erect side and rear extensions.  These alterations will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.
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St John the Baptist Church, Orwell Road:  Demolition of boundary wall and removal of 
hedging.  Construction of ramped and stepped entrance and erection of railings.  The 
Society considers that these changes will enhance the front of this Listed Building and 
enhance the Conservation Area.  However we notice that the description of the changes 
mentions hooped railings but the illustrations show the railings to be flat topped.  We would 
prefer the railings to be round topped to reflect the design of the entrance.

Other Applications
   
Part rear Garden, 75 Looe Road: Erect one bungalow.  REFUSED by SCDC.

14 - 16 Orwell Rd:  Add first floor storage. The Felixstowe Society objects to this proposal.  
Although the proposal has little visual effect on the Conservation Area, we consider that it 
creates over development of a site which contains residential flats. REFUSED by SCDC.

Footpath east of junction of Ranelagh Road and Gainsborough – Installation of dark green 
DSLAM cabinet.  The Felixstowe Society objects to this Proposal.  The Proposal would 
create a significant obstruction of the footway in an area of narrow streets and closely 
spaced houses.  Such obstruction causes groups of footway users to swerve onto or over 
the curb edge.  Footway traffic notably includes young families, the elderly and the 
disabled moving to and from the nearby Hamilton Road shops.  PERMISSION NOT 
REQUIRED by SCDC.

David Crawford
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Programme for 2012 and 2013

Tuesday 25 September! The History of Felixstowe Docks.  Dock historian, Ian 
Heeley, provides an illustrated talk about the early years of 
our internationally famous port.

Tuesday 23 October! School Memories. Three local characters tell us about their 
schooling in Felixstowe.  Hopefully there will be other 
contributions from the audience at this meeting.

Tuesday 27 November! The War Memorial Trust. Talk by a volunteer of the Trust 
explaining their work.

              
Tuesday 22 January!     Maritime Woodbridge. 
! ! ! !     A member of the Woodbridge Society explains the 
! ! ! !     history of Woodbridge through its seafaring exploits.

Tuesday 26 February !     Felixstowe Ferries by John White.
! ! ! !     Local Ferry harbourmaster talks about Ferry Ferries!

Tuesday 26 March! !     Hitler`s V Weapons by John Pyle.
! ! ! !     Colchester historian tells us about some of Hitlerʼs 
! ! ! !     secrets!

Tuesday 21 May! !     AGM plus Ruth Dugdall
! ! ! !     Local award - winning author reads from and talks about 
! ! ! !     her books. 

Tuesday 24 September!     Felixstowe Carnivals.
! ! ! !     Phil Hadwen illustrates the history of our Carnival, helped 
! ! ! !     by some surprise guests!

Tuesday 22 October!     Felixstowe in the Middle Ages by David Tolliday.                                                                                
! ! ! !     Felixstowe`s foremost historian enlightens us once again!
! ! !                                                                               
 
Tuesday 26 November!     Felixstowe`s Twin Towns.                                                                                                          
! ! ! !     Two former mayors, Richard Holland and Mike Deacon 
! ! ! !     speak about Wesel and Saltzwadel.

 All speaker meetings are held in the Salvation Army Hall at 7.30 pm

Members £1, Visitors £2

!
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe 
Society for the correct subscription, and 
enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest and holds exchange visits with other societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope if you wish for a receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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