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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: (vacancy)
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Laurence McDonald, 5 Looe Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9QB, 285651!  
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF, 276602 

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single   £7!! ! !
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address   £10
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial   £15! ! ! ! !
! ! !       ! ! Commercial   £20! ! ! ! ! !       
! ! !       Young people under the age of 18 free!!           
! ! ! !
! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Tourist Information Office
! and the Reunion Gallery.

 ! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! May.

! Editor: Tony Hughes
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Notes from the Chairman

A Happy New Year to you all!

In many ways 2012 was a very good year for The Felixstowe Society with the very 
successful Felixstowe`s First Heritage Weekend, which the Society sponsored, the move 
to our new speaker venue at the Salvation Army Church, a number of very well attended 
trips and speaker meetings, outstanding work on our environment with our working parties 
at Abbey Grove, some sterling work by our Plans Committee, another Felixstowe Society 
plaque to add to our growing list, and the three editions of our truly outstanding magazine. 

All these are a real credit to The Society and to all those involved and I cannot thank you, 
the members, enough for all your help and support. Not only that, but we had a number of 
new members, now taking our membership to almost five hundred.On behalf of the 
Society I would like to welcome new members, Derrick and Sheila Adams, Linda Ager, 
John and Elaine Aston, John and Julie Bellamy, Lyn and Rob Boreham, B A Boyce, David 
and Heather Carpenter, Ruth Castles, Margaret Cotton, Jennifer Fancote, Paul Hann, 
Alison Harvey, Alan and Janet Howland, Graham Hughes, Vera Hughes, Girvan Hurst, 
Richard and Megan Ingham, Mary Lawn, Andrew, Jean, Katie and Duncan Macpherson, 
Mr and Mrs D J Markwell, Patricia McGrath, John Milne, Mr and Mrs K A Norgan, Mr and 
Mrs R Paley, George and Val Wallace, Liz and Peter Woodmass, Kirsty and Robert Wright.
I wish them a long membership.

Sadly I have to report the deaths of members Malcolm Reay and Gail Westbrook, and the 
resignation of our chairman Philip Johns, due to family reasons. He has been an excellent 
chairman over the last eight years and I have stepped up to the vacated position, which is 
why I am writing these notes. 

I shall continue in the role of Acting Chairman of the Society until our AGM in May when 
we shall be able to elect a new Chairman. Full details of our 2013 AGM, which will be held 
on Tuesday 21 May, will be found in our next Society Newsletter available at the beginning 
of May.

Philip Johns has been an outstanding chairman and all the committee wanted me to 
record that it has been a great privilege to serve under him. His steadying hand on the tiller 
has seen the Society membership increase, the finances remaining sound and he has 
assembled a committee which has worked tirelessly for the Society. During his time the 
summer trips have increased and improved, we have an annual quiz and dinner, the 
Cotman Walk booklet has been revised and we have introduced a number of new summer 
walks around Felixstowe for the members, visiting groups and the general public. His 
tenure has been a personal success for him and also of great benefit for the Society. He 
has agreed to remain on the committee for the time being so all his expertise will not be 
lost to us.

On behalf of all the members I would like to offer Philip a very warm and heartfelt thank-
you for all he has done. 

I would also draw your attention to page 6 and the enclosed form for nominations.

Phil Hadwen
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Felixstowe Heritage Weekend - Review

Felixstowe`s first heritage weekend proved to be an outstanding success and a credit to all 
those involved in highlighting our town to a large number of visitors. Also it must be 
recorded that many Felixstowe residents were involved and the weather was typical of 
Felixstowe, hot with bright blue skies! It truly was an excellent event.

A sizable audience of about a hundred attended the official opening and we were delighted 
that Councillor Mike Deacon, this year`s mayor, was able to welcome in this special 
weekend. Phil Hadwen then gave us an entertaining, illustrated talk of fifty of his historic 
highlights of our town.

Saturday dawned bright and sunny and by ten o`clock it was all go. Apart from the historic 
buildings on display there were seven different walks, most also available on the following 
day and these were well attended. 

The buildings were probably the star attraction and well over 400 people toured "P" 
Martello Tower, and The Court, in Brook Lane, had to turn people away, such was its 
popularity. This included one of the National Heritage organisers! Our mayor waited over 
an hour to view this outstanding property. Over 200 people visited The Court and all were 
amazed by its architectural delights.

Saturday`s fish and chips supper at Felixstowe Ferry Sailing Club was well received by 
nearly ninety people, as was David Tolliday`s fine talk on Felixstowe Piers and Sea 
Defences. 

Sunday again was fine and all the events proved to be well supported, as did the tours of 
the local churches; a great weekend to climb St John`s tower! It was pleasing to see a 
number of people visiting one of our somewhat forgotten churches - St Edmund`s in 
Langer Road and I`m sure they were moved by the ambience and atmosphere of this tiny, 
but lovely place of worship.

The Transmitter Block at Bawdsey received a large number of visitors as did Trimley 
Station. Both excellent venues for this type of weekend.

The displays attracted attention - the restoration of the Spa Gardens and the history of 
Felixstowe`s Martello Towers - and that at the golf club, featuring local golfing history, 
beautifully put together by Mike Thomas, who ended the weekend on a high by illustrating 
his talk on the history of golf in this area.

It was a great idea to have two free buses running between the various sites, although 
next time we will provide a better timetable so more people can enjoy the delights of an 
open bus ride, and a tour on an historic bus from the Ipswich Transport Museum.
The Heritage Weekend is categorised nationally by the number of events that are included 
in the weekend programme and we were joint twenty eighth with Durham! Next time it will 
be better. 

The support we received was fantastic and thanks must go to local councillor Nick Barber, 
who gave us financial help from his Locality Budget, Bloor Homes also contributed 
financially and Suffolk Coastal also helped out. Individually we were indebted to Robert 
Scrimgeour, Suffolk Coastal`s Senior Conservation Officer, who was a real pillar of 
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strength, not only for his excellent committee work, but also for his outstanding manner in 
manning "P" Martello Tower throughout the weekend. Michael Ninnmey`s support was 
crucial for the success of the weekend, as was Clare Baker`s from the Felixstowe Tourist 
Information Board .

This event proved to everyone that Felixstowe has so much to offer and although there will 
be some events in 2013, 2014 will be the next time we really show everyone again a 
whole new range of walks, properties and other events hopefully leading up to an even 
better Heritage Weekend!

Phil Hadwen

From our Members
Graham Henderson of Felixstowe Ferry fame has contacted us with regards to some help 
he needs. As many of our members know Graham is putting a book together, with our 
Acting Chairman, about the history of Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey from the characters 
and properties of the area.

He has recently been shown an 1887 map of the area and marked on this is a Methodist 
Church in the vicinity of Rose Cottage. This is not to be confused with the old Ferry Church 
which was a “tin tabernacle “. He wonders if any of our members has any information 
regarding this or where it might be obtained. He is also interested in any stories or photos 
which would enhance this publication. 

The Felixstowe Quiz - (3) (see page 21 for answers)

    What happened in Felixstowe on the following dates

       1) 31 January/1st February 1953

       2) 25 October 1941

! 3) July/August 1891

! 4) 28 April 1914

! 5) 25 June 1909

! 6) 12 May 1928

       7) 23 January 1986

! 8) 20 May 1926

! 9) 30 October 1880

10) Friday 7 September 1973
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

The Executive Committee of The Felixstowe Society will be considering suggestions for 
this Award during March 2013. If members have any proposals will they please complete 
the form enclosed with this Newsletter.
  
This should be for developments completed during 2012.

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows:

! To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town.

! To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial
! contribution to the town (particularly important).

! To encourage such developments in the future.

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated.  The list below suggests 
some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering nominations for the 
Award:

Is the scheme in character with the surroundings?  This may depend upon the area having 
a distinct identity.  It need not necessarily be in character if it is to serve as a focal point or 
terminates an important view.

Is the scheme in scale?  (Scale is not size. It is the relationship of one building to another.  
Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from the area.)

For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, or is it a 
restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designersʼ intentions?

Is the scheme well detailed?  Have sympathetic materials been used?  Has colour been 
applied imaginatively?  Have any aspects such as signs, down-pipes, paving, been 
considered only as an after-thought?  Have too many, or too few, materials been used and 
are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified whole?

Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality? If it is an older 
scheme, has it stood the test of time?  Is maintenance suffering?

Does the scheme create an impact? Would it be good to have similar schemes 
elsewhere?  Is it an example of good practice?

Not all these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last two points 
will always be important.
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A Plaque to Henry Williamson

Henry Williamson (1895-1977) is remembered largely as the author of Tarka the Otter, for 
which he won the prestigious Hawthorndon Prize for Literature in 1928.  It is a great 
shame that that recognition does not extend much beyond this book because, superb as it 
is, Williamson was author of many books. His nature writing, both the short stories and 
other novels, and the fifteen books in his “Chronicle of Ancient Sunlight” contain some of 
the most remarkable writing of the Twentieth Century.

The Chronicle of Ancient Sunlight tells the story of Philip Maddison (based upon 
Williamsonʼs own life) from his birth at the close of the nineteenth century to just after the 
Second World War.  As such it represents a panorama of English life and the five books 
dealing with Maddisonʼs experiences during the First World War are some of the finest 
writing on this subject in the English language.

What was little known was that Williamson spent about eighteen months garrisoned at 
Landguard after he was seriously wounded on the Western Front in 1917.  It therefore 
seemed appropriate that The Felixstowe Society should commemorate this exceptional 
English author with one of its plaques.  Although billeted at 9 Manor Terrace (currently for 
sale) it was decided that the plaque, together with an information panel, would be best 
displayed in the Landguard Room at the Felixstowe Museum where it would be seen by a 
much wider audience.  That was arranged thanks to the Museum Trustees and Colin and 
Sue Tod.

Henry Williamson described Manor Terrace in ʻA Test to Destruction” as a ”brick and slate 
row of workmanʼs cottages built on the edge of the shingle bank”.  He describes how he 
would “trudge over shingle to the sea” for a morning dip. (Not quite so straightforward 
today).  He goes on to describe Landguard Camp, where he was stationed as extending 
“south (on what is now called Landguard Common) almost to the estuary, where from the 
slips and hangars of the Royal Naval Air Service arose the great flying boats which 
patrolled that area of the North Sea”. Of the Camp he wrote “To the hutments……at 
Landguard came all those men and officers, after convalescence from wounds and 
sickness, from the various fronts in France and Flanders, Italy, Salonika and 
Mesopotamia”.

The unveiling was on 1 August and was attended by members of The Felixstowe Society, 
Museum staff and the press.  The Society was also delighted to welcome one of Henry 
Williamsonʼs sons, Robert, together with his wife, as well as John Gregory and Michael 
Coultas, Council members of the Henry William Society.  Welcomed by Peter Wain, who 
sponsored the plaque, Robert Williamson gave a short talk about his father and unveiled 
the plaque.  John Gregory read the moving passage from ʻA Test to Destructionʼ where 
Williamson describes watching from the sea wall at Landguard as the German submarines 
surrendered in Harwich Harbour in November 1918.

The unveiling was an excellent occasion, a reminder of Felixstoweʼs literary connections 
and the activity in the area during a significant time in its history.

For more information about Henry Williamson see www.henrywilliamson.co.uk 

Peter Wain
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Two Parties                 

Champagne,  Chicken and  Cheese

Itʼs the time of year when we like to think ahead to next Summerʼs treats, and back to 
those of last year.  Members greatly enjoyed two Summer Socials in 2012, even if the 
weather was less than totally cooperative!

On the unseasonably cool and cloudy evening of Saturday, 23 June, the Champagne Trio, 
led by Hattie Bennett, played a wide variety of light classical pieces and songs as we 
munched our way through an appetising array of cheeses, celery and dips and quaffed our 
wine.   A chilly breeze and the threat of rain put paid to any thoughts of strolling by the sea 
as music wafted from The Hut, but the convivial atmosphere inside soon banished all 
thoughts of the weather outside.  Hattieʼs daughter Emily brought the evening to an end by 
leading us in a selection of ʻSongs From The Showsʼ, the highlight of which was a hearty 
rendition of ʻFeed the Birdsʼ from ʻMary Poppinsʼ…....ʼtuppence, tuppence, tuppence a 
bagʼ.  

The Annual Garden Party took place on Sunday, 5 August at 33 Ferry Road, by kind 
permission of Peter and Monica Smith. As ever, there was a wide choice of delicious 
meats, salads and desserts, all washed down with beverages of peopleʼs choice.  At first, 
the weather was again not at its most obliging – one enterprising group moved their table, 
complete with contents, beneath a conveniently situated tree.  However, the sun did break 
through after a while, and everybody agreed that this had once again proved to be a most 
enjoyable occasion.

Thanks to everybody who helped before, and during, these two events.

Laurence McDonald

Our Annual Quiz
Our annual quiz will be held at the United Reformed Church Hall, Tomline Road, 
Felixstowe on Friday 8 February 2013 at 7.30pm. Teams should consist of 6-8 people. 
There will be a ploughman's supper so you are asked to bring your own cutlery and 
condiments and if you require any drinks you must bring them along with you. It is our only 
Society fund-raising event so we hope you will support us. We can only accommodate 80 
people so please book early! Tables can be booked by contacting Phil Hadwen or by 
phoning 01394 286008. Cost £7 per person.
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 Visit to Ely 
Wednesday 18  July 2012

As our coach approached the City of Ely from the south, a magnificent view of the full 
length of Ely Cathedral appeared before us. Our coach  dropped us outside the cathedral 
and most of us took up the offer of a complimentary cup of tea or coffee in the cathedral 
refectory.

Free time was available until our pre-booked guided tour of the ground floor of the 
cathedral in the afternoon. Some headed into the city in search of lunch or some of the 
other attractions of Ely such as the Ely Museum at the Old Gaol or Oliver Cromwellʼs 
House which conveniently also houses the Tourist Information Centre. Unfortunately the 
inclement weather made the prospect of a walk along the River Great Ouse a rather damp 
one.

Several members of the party remained within the cathedral. A number visited the Stained 
Glass Museum in the south triforium of the nave and spoke afterwards with great  
enthusiasm  about what they had seen and learned. Your correspondent booked himself 
on a guided tour of the Octagon Tower which sits over the cathedral crossing. The tour 
includes a visit into the vaulted roof of the octagon to see how the illuminated panels open 
inwards to provide spectacular views down into the cathedral and finally, a very tight 
staircase provides access to the roof at the level of the lantern windows.

At 2pm, the party reassembled and split into two groups for the ground -floor cathedral 
tour. The two groups were each in the care of excellent cathedral guides who managed to 
manoeuvre us round avoiding as far as possible the two other tours which set off at the 
same time. We saw and stopped in the Norman nave, which we were informed  is the 
fourth longest in the country. Next was the cloister with its sculpted Norman doorway 
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containing scenes from abbey life. The guide 
explained how the octagon tower was 
constructed to replace the Norman crossing 
tower which had unexpectedly collapsed in 
1322. We visited the Lady Chapel and 
admired the sensitively constructed modern 
passage linking the Lady Chapel to the main 
body of the cathedral along the line of the 
ancient foundations found when doing 
preparatory work for the new toilet block.

By now, we were pleased to have a  momentʼs 
rest in the choir which displays much work by 
George Gilbert Scott dating from his 
restoration project started in 1847, and which 
doubled as Westminster Abbey in the recent 
film The Kingʼs Speech. Finally, we moved into 
the presbytery and round to the far east end 
where a chapel dedicated to the original 
abbess of Ely, St Etheldreda is to be found.

There was just time for a quick top up in the 
refectory before our driver Clive arrived to 
transport us back to Felixstowe. As we left Ely, 
the heavens opened again. Thank you to the organisers and guides involved in making it 
such an enjoyable and informative day out., but special credit to Elizabeth and Keith Horn 
whose reconnaissance was  once again excellent and who thoughtfully had arranged for 
local tourist information material to be available on the coach prior to our visit.

John Beckett

Beachwatch on 15 September 2012

At 9.00am a total of 18 members, friends and two children assembled on the promenade 
near The Fludyers  Hotel  to start what was to be The Felixstowe Societyʼs 12th year of 
involvement with The Marine Conservation Societyʼs (MCS)  Beachwatch Big Weekend.

Beachwatch Big Weekend is the largest national coastal clean-up and survey undertaken 
within the UK and Europe organised by MCS. It contributes to the International Coastal 
Clean-Up (ICC) organised by the Ocean Conservancy in the USA in which a 100 countries 
regularly participate. During 2011 ICC had more than 598,000 volunteers who removed  9 
million pounds (in weight) of rubbish from clean-up sites around the world making it the 
largest of its kind. The top ten items found included cigarettes, caps/lids, plastic beverage 
bottles, plastic bottles and food wrappers/containers.

In Suffolk volunteers help clean beaches all along the coast and estuaries including 
Aldeburgh, Southwold, Dunwich, Orfordness, Felixstowe and Trimley Marshes.  Every 
piece of rubbish is analysed and recorded and the results are sent back to MCS which 
uses the information to understand marine pollution so it can help marine habits in the 
future.
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(photograph by Lynn Allen, AONB Countryside Officer of Suffolk Coast & Heaths)

With a blue sky and warm sun we went on to the beach and worked our way southwards 
towards The Spa Pavilion and by the time we reached The Spa we had collected 8 black 
bin liners containing 1,031 pieces of litter weighing  approximately 37 pounds.

We would like to thank Lynn Allen the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Countryside Officer for 
efficiently co-ordinating the event once again this year.  Lynn also came along with her 
young daughter to encourage us at the start and also took this photograph of our happy 
band of beach cleaners.

As advised in our September Newsletter members of The Felixstowe Society will be doing 
four beach cleanups a year and in addition to our regular one in September we will be 
cleaning our designated area in March, June and December annually. In March it will be 
on FRIDAY 1st at 9.30 am and we look forward to seeing you. Gloves, bags, litter sticks 
etc will be provided. 

Keith Horn  

Visit to Southwold  
Wednesday 19 September 2012 

The sun was shining the sky was blue and there was a slight breeze. But it was 19 

September and members of The Felixstowe Society were visiting Southwold for the day. 
We were dropped off at the pier an ideal place to have a coffee. We had the choice of 3 
venues The Boardwalk , The Clockhouse or the Beach Cafe. More decisions  to be made - 
shall we sit outside and take in the sea air and listen to the waves, then shall we face 
inland or out to sea?   The pier dates back to 1900 and was originally 810ft long  and was 
used as a landing stage for the Belle steamships from London Bridge. As sea travel 
decreased Belle invested in coaches which still exist today.  The Waverley Paddle 
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Steamer now docks at the T-end every year taking  people to London just as the Belle 
steamers did 100 years ago. Of the little retail outlets  The Curlew stocks coastal gifts, toys 
and childrenʼs wear, The Lighthouse deals in charming keepsakes, postcards and seashell 
items and Buckets and Spades stocks nearly everything needed for a day on the beach. 
Seaweed and Salt sells local artisansʼ silverware, pottery, textiles and has a gallery of local 
photographs and paintings, but most unique of all is the Under the Pier Show.  Tim 
Hunkinʼs hand-made machines include the infamous ʻ Wack a Bankerʼ and ʻPet or Meatʼ 
ʻMobility Masterclassʼ  and ʻRent a Dog ʻ are amongst the games of skill or chance to play.       

Playtime over and a visit to St Edmundʼs 
Church was next. Completed in 1460 and 
characteristic of so many East Anglian 
churches with its flint build and 
hammerbeam roof it houses the wooden 
figure of ʻSouthwold Jackʼ. This medieval 
foot soldier holding a sword ready to 
clunk a bell stares down the nave and is 
easily recognised as the logo for Adnams 
Brewery. For many years the bell was 
struck at the start of each service as well 
as welcoming brides on their wedding 
day.  The 350 kneelers spread amongst 
the pews are part of a Millennium Project 
and each one represents some of the 
many organisations in the town ranging 
from the uniformed groups,  local 
churches and schools, sports clubs and 
others  in memoriam. There is a 
fascinating story behind each one of 
them.

Just across Bartholomewʼs Green is a gable - ended building which  houses Southwoldʼs 
unique cottage museum dedicated to local and natural history.  Although compact it has an 
astonishing collection of objects, paintings, photographs, fossils, models and wildlife 
exhibits. In particular the 1672 Battle of Sole Bay, development of the townʼs architecture  
and the importance of the towns greens following  the devastating fire in 1659 to its 
industrial and artistic  life, the rise and fall of the railway and  its everchanging coastline. 
With its up-to-date interactive displays it makes Southwold come to life without venturing 
outside.  Unfortunately it suffered a flood earlier this year but is now up and running again 
and is just the place to while away the odd half hour or so and learn a little more of local 
history.   Next on the list is the amber shop where I was able to make a few suggestions 
for a Christmas present.  At the rear of the shop is the only museum of its kind in the UK 
dedicated entirely to amber and  tells the story of this unusual substance, its origin, its 
history, and why large quantities of amber are found along the east coast. Other cabinets 
house  a collection of insects  which were trapped in this fossil resin millions of years ago, 
how to tell real from fake, an  elaborate model boat and adult size crown. Also we learned 
of the medicinal and therapeutic use of amber.  Staff were only too willing to answer our 
queries and give advice regarding  purchases.

Tummies rumbling, so it was back across High Street  to  Adnams Cellar and Kitchen 
where there was a good choice of delicious  snacks. Sitting in one of the two recycled vats 
overlooking the courtyard  there seemed to be an antique valuation day  in progress. One 
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of my favourite on-screen valuers Elizabeth Talbot was in action.The time for the brewery 
tour was about to start. Adnams have now expanded into the production of spirits and 
consequently do a  distillery tour – something to do another day. The tour takes one hour 
and is very informative as all the guides are very closely connected with the company and 
are very keen to emphasis  eco-friendly systems used these days . This is followed by a 
30 minute tutored beer tasting session,  and then there is the bottle of Adnams to take 
away. This can be followed by a wine tasting. Distillery Tours and Brewery tours can both 
be booked on–line.
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
A visit to Southwold  lighthouse is a 
must on a bright clear day. After the 
initial relatively easy 92 step spiral 
staircase climb our guide gave us a 
very informative talk on lighthouses in 
general and then Southwold in 
particular while we marvelled at the 
views particularly those to the north 
illuminated by the September sun. 
Was that Lowestoft we could see in 
the distance – wish we had brought 
the binoculars. We were informed that 
the light could be seen up to 17 miles 
out to sea.  The final 21 steps  are 
accessed  by a  vertical ladder giving 
us the opportunity to see just that little 
bit further into the distance.  The 
Sailorsʼ Reading Room built in 1869 in 
memory of a Mr Rayler a master 
mariner is only a few hundred yards 
away  on the cliff top and is an ideal 
retreat on an inclement day but as 
time was running out it was another 
quick visit. We browsed through 
various Lloydʼs  catalogues, studied 
photos of old seafaring characters of 
Southwold, learned of the many shipwrecks in the locality and the sad loss of life and the 
effect it had on the community.

The Brewery tour had almost ended when we returned to the Cellar and Kitchen where the 
wine tasting was in full flow. We opted for tea and cakes and sat in the other recycled vat. 
The valuation day was winding up. Letʼs hope some people were pleasantly surprised with 
the value of their family heirlooms. Reluctantly it was almost time to leave Southwold 
beloved by so many personalities such as George Orwell, Jill Freud,  Michael Palin and 
John Cleese  - some episodes of Monty Python were filmed there. Where had those six 
hours gone and we had only seen a little of the delights that Southwold had to offer? As we 
clambered aboard our coach we could  let Clive concentrate on the driving while we either 
slept off the effects of the day or shared our memories with fellow companions. But donʼt 
worry Southwold .weʼll be back.

Elizabeth Horn
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The History of the Port of Felixstowe
Talk by Ian Heeley on 25 September 2012

If it werenʼt for Ian Heeley and Brian Hall, we would know a lot less than we do about the 
history of the Port of Felixstowe.  At our September meeting they took us through some 
115 years of fascinating local history, in the course of which a wealth of facts and incidents 
– some of them new to most of us, I suspect – emerged.

The Dock Basin, originally part of Horseshoe Creek, was dug out between 1882 and 1886.  
This was the era of the great rivalry between the Cobbolds and the Tomlines.  Colonel 
Tomline, MP for Harwich who also owned a 3-storey mansion in Grosvenor Square that 
can still be seen today, was quite prepared to cut off the water supply to those who 
crossed him. 

The Dock opened for trade in 1886, and three years later was left to Captain Ernest 
Pretyman on Colonel Tomlineʼs death.  Captain Pretyman died in 1934 and much of the 
Pretyman property passed to Trinity College under a scheme to minimize death duties.  

The Port was requisitioned during both World Wars, as a destroyer and minesweeper base 
in the first instance and as an MTB and Air Sea Rescue Base in the second.    

An enterprising agricultural merchant by the name of Gordon Parker acquired the Port in 
1951 for the princely sum of £50,000.  The initial workforce numbered 12.  (When 
Hutchison Whampoa became the most recent owners, the price had risen to £88 million).  
As part of his ambitious expansion programme, Mr Parker bought land no longer required 
by the Ministry of Defence.

Ianʼs talk was illustrated by three short films, comprising in part some of Brianʼs many 
photographs.  We also saw what is believed to be the only photograph of Colonel Tomline.

Having worked at the Port for 23 years, Ian had a rich store of tales and incidents to share 
with us.  Here are just a few:

●   Marriages Mill was built at a cost of £11,500 in 1904.  When it was demolished, just a 
few machines were saved (one of several examples of apparent corporate indifference 
to the Companyʼs history).

●   There is a war grave under ʻTrinity 3ʼ – dog tags found in the old oyster beds showed 
them to be the last resting-place of a crashed Hampden bomber. 

●   !Famous people associated with Felixstowe Dock included R J Mitchell, Sir Frank 
Whittle, T.E. Lawrence (Aircraftman Shaw) and Sir Peter Scott.

We also learned what happens if two giant frozen cod that youʼre trying to smuggle out of 
the Port down your trouser fronts start to melt….. 

Laurence McDonald
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Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club
The club are in the process of cataloguing their archives and also updating their history 
and The Felixstowe Society has been contacted to ask us if we could inform our members. 
They are looking for any item that might have slipped through their net - newspaper 
cuttings, artefacts (an old golf club etc.), any books which refer to the golf club, like guide 
books, or any stories or anecdotes which may not have been recorded in any way.

If you are able to help either contact the club itself on 01394 286834 or e-mail 
secretary@felixstowegolf.co.uk, failing that, mention it to one of The Felixstowe Society`s 
committee members.

U3A$Local$History$(Felixstowe)$2013$Events

St#Andrew`s#Church#Hall,#St#Andrew`s#Road,#Felixstowe#at#7:30pm
Unless#specified#all#talks#are#given#by#Phil#Hadwen.

Tuesday$8th$JanuaryB$The#Bartlet#and#the#Bath#Hotel#:#Mike#Nimmney

Tuesday$12$February$B$Felixstowe#at#War#(1)

Tuesday$12$March$B$Village#Felixstowe#(1)

Tuesday$9$April$B$History#of#Felixstowe#Ferry#Golf#Club

Tuesday$14$May$:#Felixstowe#Hotels

Tuesday$11$June$B$Felixstowe#Fires!

Tuesday$9$July$B#Members#Houses#(1)

WALKSB$Sundays$at$3pm
19$May$B#Abbey#Grove#Walk.####Meet#in#the#Grove#Car#Park
16$June$:Felixstowe#Ferry#Walk.#####Meet#outside#FF#Sailing#Club
14$July$B$Cobbold#Walk.#######Meet#at#Brackenbury#Sports’#Centre##Car#Park
18$August$B#Hamilton#Walk.###Meet#outside#Felixstowe#Town#Library

Tuesday$10$September$B$TBA

Tuesday$8$October$B$Felixstowe#Lost#and#Found

Tuesday$12$November$B$Felixstowe#Churches#(1)

Tuesday$$10$December$B#Members#Evening
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The War Memorial Trust
Talk by Nancy Treves on Tuesday 23 October 2012

We were especially fortunate to obtain the services of Nancy Treves the Membership and 
Volunteer Officer for the War Memorials Trust to be our speaker for our October meeting.
Nancy explained their objectives:

i) To monitor the condition of war memorials and encourage protection and conservation.

ii) To provide expert advice to those involved in war memorial projects, to act as the 
specialist organisation for war memorial conservation issues and to facilitate repair and 

conservation through grant schemes.

iii) To work with relevant organisations to 
encourage them to accept responsibility for 
war memorials and recognise the need to 
undertake repair and conservation work.

iv) To build a greater understanding of war 
memorial heritage and raise awareness of 
the issues surrounding war memorial 
conservation.

This fascinating talk was well illustrated 
with a large number of pictures, which 
showed the smaller than usual audience, 
the various types of war memorials, the 
damage that had to be repaired and the 
way that their grant system worked.

Apart from a very small team of paid 
workers in their minute London office 
everyone else involved in this charity is a 
volunteer and we were all amazed at just 
how much had to be done by this very 
committed band of supporters.

There was a request for more support and/
or charitable donations and it is hoped that 
this talk will encourage our members to be 
more aware of another aspect of our 
heritage.

A number of leaflets illustrating the work of the trust were left and if anyone is interested in 
obtaining one then please contact a member of The Felixstowe Society committee.

(the picture above is of the Felixstowe War Memorial)

Winston Nelson!! ! ! !
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Research Corner 16 
St. Georgeʼs Terrace
It is always pleasing to find that there are people who are putting together aspects of 
research about Felixstowe, this way we will eventually learn more about the grand design 
of our wonderful town. Not for the first time have I encouraged people to research their 
own property. If we all did that what a fantastic picture would be built up of Felixstowe, so if 
you haven`t started yet why not do so during the winter months. Your deeds do hold most 
of the answers!

I was recently told that one of the residents of St George`s Road, the very talented artist 
Anne Ravenscroft, was trying to find out all she could about her area and I can certainly 
compliment her on the results so far. Also it was not long afterwards that I was asked 
about St George`s Terrace in Church Road so I thought we could put all our research 
together and present what we know hoping that more might emerge.

In 1066 William the Conqueror held the land in this parish and he gifted it to Roger Bigod, 
the Earl of Suffolk and Norfolk, who founded a priory at Felixstowe. This priory was then 
gifted to St Andrew”s in Rochester, Kent in 1105, which was confirmed by William Rufus. In 
1154 Hugh Bigod, Earl of Suffolk and Norfolk granted St Felix Priory 48 acres of land near 
the church of St Peter and St Paul in place of the land the priory held at the Saxon Shore 
Fort, where Hugh wanted to strengthen his castle. At this time it must be remembered that 
there were two manors - the Manor of Felixstowe Priory and the Manor of Trimley and 
Walton.

By 1511 the land had returned to the crown and was then gifted to Thomas Howard (Duke 
of Norfolk) and when he died it passed to his son, also Thomas, who kept it until 1544 
when they exchanged the manor with the king for the Castle of Rysing and other property. 
In 1588 Queen Elizabeth I leased the land to Thomas Lambe and later in 1619 the crown 
again leased it, this time to James Hobert. Charles I sold the land to a consortium of city 
men led by Edward Ditchfield and in 1634 this group sold it to Sir Robert Hitcham. It was 
left to the resident of Grimston Hall, Sir John Barker, in 1680 and remained in this family 
until 1785 when the Barker family willed the Felixstowe land to one George Nassau. In 
1830 it was left in trust for Alexander, tenth Duke of Hamilton and in 1865 the twelfth Duke 
sold it to George Tomline. When Tomline died he left the property to his nephew Edward 
Pretyman. From this point it appears that the family sold off the land for the building of 
houses.

An Ipswich entrepreneur Charles Meadows erected St Georgeʼs Terrace in 1827 to let as 
lodgings for visitors, especially sea bathers. The seawater treatment had been a topic of 
great debate from well  before George III took it at Weymouth in 1789. As early as 1697 Sir 
John Fludyer had written an "Enquiry into the Right Use and Abuse of the Hot, Cold and 
Temperate Baths in England" in which he mentioned that seawater baths were very good 
for a whole range of ailments including ulcers, itching, scabs, leprosy, tumours and pains 
of the limbs.

Bathing in the sea is first mentioned in connection with Scarborough in 1716. This place 
was already a spa and there were several in various parts of the country fashionable for 
the rich and well-to-do. As the spa in Scarborough was actually on the beach and was 
covered at high tide it became the custom for both ladies and gentlemen, not together of 

17



course, to bathe in the sea. This trend began to spread to other seaside venues, 
particularly Brighton, and Dr Russell, a fashionable London physician, who incidentally 
owned a spa at Hove, recommended the internal and external use of sea water to cure 
diseases of the glands, scurvey, jaundice and consumption amongst others! In 1752 his 
prescription was for twenty five gallons of sea water to be consumed at the rate of a pint a 
day, some enthusiasts went down to the water`s edge every hour and drank a pint! Sea 
water was bottled and sent to London. The sea, maintained Dr Russell, "seemed designed 
by the Omniscient Creator of all Things as a kind of Common Defence against the 
Corruption and Putrefaction of Bodies". It was deemed advantageous to bathe before 
breakfast and bathing in winter was thought to be efficacious. November was considered 
to be the best month; one was NOT expected to enjoy the experience!  

Now little fishing villages were seizing upon the chance to supplement their earnings by 
providing lodgings in fishermen`s cottages, etc and this new fashion had an effect on the 
layout and architecture of new building projects. For the first time houses were built to face 
the sea - previous to this no-one had thought that a sea view was particularly attractive. 
Whereas before coastal towns were compact, now they were strung along the coast line 
so that eventually the seafront became the focus of the town`s architectural and social life.

Thus we have a brief history of the area surrounding St George`s Road, including St 
George`s Terrace and also there are several hints as to how the fashion of sea-bathing 
might well have had an influence on the development of Felixstowe.

Phil Hadwen

St. Georgeʼs Terrace
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 Planning Applications 

24 September to 19 November 2012 

SCDC has granted Permission for the following

Previous Applications

Part of Landguard Terminal:  Provide a temporary building for use as a visitor centre.

St John the Baptist Church:  Demolition of boundary wall and hedging. Construct a 
ramped and stepped entrance.

101 High Road West:  Extend hours of opening.

102 Ranelagh Road:  Install dormer windows.

61 Brook Lane:  Extensions and roof space conversion.  

5 Felix Road:  Rear extension.

Flat 2, Undercliff Road West:  Erect 3 replacement full height screens.                       

8 Gainsborough Road:  Install photovoltaic cells to roof of Presbytery.

2-2A Bent Hill:  Use of premises as a Take-Away in addition to existing Restaurant uses.  

Former Boating Lake and land adjacent to Felixstowe Leisure Centre and the 
Promenade:  Re-profile the promenade, alter the forecourt to the Leisure Centre etc.  

Felixstowe Pier, Undercliff Rd West:  Demolition of the outer pier and the existing pier 
building.  

Felixstowe Pier, Undercliff Road West:  Partial demolition of the existing pier.   
Reconstruction of new pier building.  

Mannings Amusement Park, Sea Road:  Entertainment evenings within existing 
structure.  

Recent Applications

Furniture Storage, Penfold Road:  Extensions and subdivision to form six Bi units etc.  
The Society objects to these proposals in their present form. The plans appear to show 
insufficient goods vehicle access to the rear of the two premises fronting Hamilton Road.  

198 Ferry Road: New Vehicle access:  The Society has no objections to the access 
improvement.  However, we do object to the proposed surface and note there is little 
information on dealing with surface water drainage in this area.  Recent storms have 
highlighted this problem.
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Kohinoor House, Langer Road:  Vary Condition 6 to extend opening times to 10 pm to 6 
am 7 days a week.  This is a general industrial area and we have no objection to this 
change.  However, in view of the reference to noise impact on local residents, we would 
suggest that any permission be limited to one year and that noise pollution and the impact 
of vehicle movements be regularly monitored.

101 High Road West:  Extend hours of opening. The Felixstowe Society objects to this 
proposal. The business is in a residential area.  Late opening will generate pedestrian and 
car traffic causing disturbance to residents.

102 Ranelagh Road:  Install Dormer Windows. The Felixstowe Society believes this 
proposal will have little effect on the Conservation |Area.

85 Hamilton Road:  Install Illuminated signage. The Felixstowe Society objects to this 
proposal. The proposal places a disproportionately large spread of bright blue signage 
across the face of this small Conservation Area building.

36 Gainsborough Road:  First floor extension to west building. Change of use in part to 
residential with retained gallery. The Society considers that these alterations will have little 
effect on the Conservation Area.

Ranelagh Court, Ranelagh Road: Install 6 replacement PVCu windows. The Society 
considers that these replacements will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

201 Hamilton Rd:  Temporary modular accommodation for ancillary use as a pharmacy.  
The Society has always been against the build of the surgery at The Grove site but 
understood that clearance had been given for it to go ahead.  We believe that there are 
sites around the town centre that could be used to be more beneficial and accessible to 
patients.  The Society therefore objects to this proposal which would adversely affect 
viability of nearby established pharmacies.

Applications awaiting a decision

Cowpasture Farm, Gulpher Road – Install Wind Turbine:  The Felixstowe Society 
objects to this proposal.  The Society objects to the installation of a wind turbine near 
Walton Village in an area much visited for recreation.

18 High Beach: (Re-submission):  Extensions and Alterations to form a chalet bungalow.  
This conversion will have no adverse effect on the Conservation Area.

33 Hamilton Road (Lloyds):  Various alterations to signage on change of Name.  These 
alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area.  However, The Society notes 
with regret the lack of reference to the Conservation Area in the application.

2A Surrey Road:  Erect single storey rear extension and second storey side extension 
over the garage.  The Society objects to the proposed extensions.  They are an 
overdevelopment of the site and will have an adverse effect on the street scene.
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The Coach House, Hamilton Gardens:  Alterations and additions to include construction 
of extension to form cloakroom and extended lobby.  These alterations and the extension 
will have little effect on either this Listed Building or the Conservation Area.

Part rear garden, 15 Park Avenue:  New single dwelling with garage. The Society notes 
that this development is next door to that approved in March 2012 for a development of 3 
dwellings in the garden of Orchard Bungalow (C11/2616).  We considered that to be an 
overdevelopment of this cul-de-sac area.  We, therefore, object to the latest development 
as adding to the congestion in this corner of the road.  

Other Applications
   
18 High Beach:  First floor extension, alteration to the ground floor and to external 
elevations.  WITHDRAWN.

105-107 Undercliff Road West:  Lawful development certificate for continued use as flats 
– IS LAWFUL.

3 The Pines:  Erection of Balcony extension, glass railings and a patio and decking 
extension.  The Society has no objection to the patio and decking extension at ground 
level.  However, The Society strongly objects to the balcony extension and screening.  
These proposals completely contravene the conditions of SPG 16(5.2).  There will be 
gross overlooking of both the interiors and gardens of neighbouring properties with 
consequent reduction of the amenities and enjoyment of these dwellings.
REFUSED.

David Crawford 
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Programme for 2013
              
Tuesday 22 January!     Maritime Woodbridge. 
! ! ! !     A member of the Woodbridge Society explains the 
! ! ! !     history of Woodbridge through its seafaring exploits.

Tuesday 26 February !     Felixstowe Ferries by John White.
! ! ! !     Local Ferry harbourmaster talks about Ferry Ferries!

Friday 1 March! !     Beach Clean-up

Tuesday 26 March! !     Hitlerʼs V Weapons by John Pyle.
! ! ! !     Colchester historian tells us about some of Hitlerʼs 
! ! ! !     secrets!

Monday 22 April! !     Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel

Tuesday 21 May! !     AGM plus Ruth Dugdall. Local award-winning author reads 
! ! ! !     from and talks about her books.

Wednesday 5 June! !     Beach Clean-up

Sometime In June! !     Social Evening at The Hut

Tuesday 18 June! !     Day visit to London & The Royal Albert Hall

Wednesday 10 July !!     Day visit to Sandringham

Tuesday 10 September!     Day visit to The Scenic Way in Essex

Saturday 21 September!     Beachwatch Big Weekend!

Tuesday 24 September!     Felixstowe Carnivals.
! ! ! !     Phil Hadwen illustrates the history of our Carnival, helped 
! ! ! !     by some surprise guests!

Tuesday 22 October!     Felixstowe in the Middle Ages by David Tolliday.                                                                                
! ! ! !     Felixstowe`s foremost historian enlightens us once again!
! ! !                                                                               
Tuesday 26 November!     Felixstowe`s Twin Towns.                                                                                                          
! ! ! !     Two former mayors, Richard Holland and Mike Deacon 
! ! ! !     speak about Wesel and Salzwedel.

Wednesday 4 December        Beach  Clean-up
 

 All speaker meetings are held at the Salvation Army at 7.30 pm
Members £1, Visitors £2

Full details of the listed visits and more will be in the May Newsletter
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe 
Society for the correct subscription, and 
enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope.

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance of Abbey Grove and Gulpher Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia; holds exchange visits with other 
societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope if you wish for a receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed. Thus if 
you do not need a receipt do not enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation 
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