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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Roger Baker, 5 Princes Gardens, Felixstowe, IP11 7RH, 282526
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Trish Hann, 49 Foxgrove Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7JU, 271902
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF, 276602 

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single   £7!! ! !
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address   £10
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial   £15! ! ! ! !
! ! !       ! ! Commercial   £20! ! ! ! ! !       
! ! !       Young people under the age of 18 free!!           
! ! ! !
! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that the Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Tourist Information Office and 
! Write the Blurb.
!
! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! May.

! Editor: Tony Hughes, 18 Brook Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7EG, 276128.
! Contributions for the May Newsletter must be with the Editor by March 24 
! preferably by Email ( tony.lizalan@btinternet.com).
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Notes from the Chairman

I hope that you had a happy Christmas and are looking forward to a prosperous New Year.

The Committee has been busy making plans for 2014; see the new programme of talks 
and activities on pages 4 to 8 of this Newsletter. In particular, we suggest that you book as 
soon as possible if you wish to attend our Annual Dinner at the Brook Hotel on Monday 7 
April 2014 and the Quiz Night on Friday 31 January 2014 at the Felixstowe Trades & 
Labour Club.

We are planning to hold a New Members Evening at The Hut on the Promenade early in 
2014; not only will this give us a chance to meet new members but will also be a means of 
finding out what they want from The Society and what they might be able to contribute. 
Invitations will be sent out in due course  

The website is now taking shape but we welcome any comments and suggestions for 
improvement from you; so have a look at it (www.felixstowesociety.org.uk) and use the 
“Contact” page to let us know what you think. However, as I said at the last Speakersʼ 
Evening, these developments will be in addition to what we already provide, so rest 
assured that you will continue to receive your hard-copy Newsletter and can pay your 
subscriptions by cash or cheque if you prefer.

In October, Meg and I attended the Mayorʼs reception at the Conservative Club. It was a 
good opportunity to network and I spent some time telling our MP, Thérèse Coffey, about 
The Society and what we hope to achieve. She said that she is keen to give a talk at one 
of our Speakersʼ Evenings and Phil Hadwen will be in touch with her to arrange a date. 

In November David Crawford and I attended a quarterly meeting of the Suffolk 
Preservation Society; it was interesting to hear the concerns of those who represent other 
parts of the SCDC area. There was a lot of discussion about the proposed Ferry Road 
development in Felixstowe to which The Society has formally objected (see the report of 
the Planning Group in this Newsletter). Although technically the deadline for further 
expressions of support or objection will have passed by the time you read this Newsletter, 
Davidʼs excellent article, “Commenting on Planning Applications”, in the September edition 
(now on the website archive) emphasises the importance of sending individual letters of 
support or objection (headed “Support” or “Objection”) which should be copied to your 
local District Councillor.

Our thanks go to Phil Hadwen for arranging a very good series of talks for our Speakersʼ 
Evenings in 2013; if you have any suggestions for future talks (perhaps you know a good 
speaker or can suggest an interesting topic) please let us know and we will try to add it to 
the programme. By the way, we are going to require speakers, wherever possible, to use a 
microphone as some of you have found it difficult to hear some of the presentations.

We welcome Trish Hann back to the Committee as our Secretary. Trish was Secretary for 
some time but had to resign due to pressure of work; we are delighted that her 
circumstances have changed and she can rejoin us.

We were sad to hear of the death of David Houseley in October. He was a member of The 
Society for many years but this was only one of a huge number of interests that he 
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pursued. No sphere of activity seemed to be outside his range of interests – politics, 
Round Table, Felixstowe Carnival, travel & tourism, sport, education, and writing. We also 
learned of the death of Ron Pettitt who, like David Houseley, had been a member of The 
Society for a long time.

We are pleased to welcome our new members: Helga Barnett, Gordon and Ann Botwright, 
Alan and Valerie Bourne, Edna Collins, Kenneth and Kathy Cutting, Bob and Tricia 
Dunthorne, Peter and Susan Finbow, Clifford and Jacqui Lewis, Kim Quinton, Paul and 
Amanda Pitchell and Peter and Sue Smith.

Finally, the Committee sends its best wishes for 2014 to you all.

Roger Baker
 

The Felixstowe Society Special Meeting
!

On Friday 11 April our local MP Dr Thérèse Coffey has agreed to speak to our  
Society about her role as a Member of Parliament. This special meeting will be held  

at the Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe at 7.30pm.
 Friends are very welcome.

 

The Felixstowe Society Speaker Meetings for 2014

Tuesday 28 January - New Design in the Historic Environment
An interesting talk by Robert Scrimgeour, Senior Preservation and Conservation Officer of 
Suffolk Coastal District Council, and a friend of our Society 

Tuesday 25 February - Spa Gardens Project
Corrine Cappell, Project Manager,  explains everything you may want to know about the 
exciting re-vamp of our beautiful and historic Spa Gardens

Tuesday 25 March - Codes, Ciphers and Enigma
An enthralling talk by Joyce Kimber about codes, secret writing and the Enigma machine

Tuesday 20 May - AGM plus Felixstowe in the Early 30s
Our Vice-Chairman, Phil Hadwen, tells us about life in Felixstowe during the thirties

Tuesday 23 September - My Felixstowe
Councillor and former Mayor of Felixstowe, Doreen Savage, speaks about her memories 
and hopes for our town 

Tuesday 28 October - Behind "Spotlight on Felixstowe"
Peter Moss tells us about the production of this popular monthly magazine

4



Tuesday 25 November - The Fludyer Arms Hotel and Bethesda Baptist Church
The architects of both properties explain the development of the two sites

Tuesday 9 December - A Christmas Celebration
Members of The Felixstowe Society start the celebrations with a collection of
readings and music

All speaker meetings are held in the Salvation Army Church at 7.30 pm.
Members £1, Visitors £2

The Felixstowe Society Social Events for 2014 

(Wednesday 1 January - Subscriptions due. See the green insert in this Newsletter)

Thursday 20 March - Beach Clean-up, meet at 9.30am (talk to Keith Horn on 270845)

Monday 7 April - Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel (see buff insert)

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 May - Visit to Chartwell, Leeds Castle and Rochester

Sometime in June - Social Evening with Music at The Hut

Sometime in June - Beach Clean-up - Date and time to be advised

Tuesday 3 June -  Felixstowe Society Walkers and non walkers outing to Walberswick 
and Southwold

Thursday 26 June - Lavenham and Constable Country Guided Tour 

Wednesday 23 July - Visit to Stowmarket Rural Life Museum and Guided Tour of Bury St 
Edmunds

Saturday 20 September - Beachwatch Big Weekend - time to be advised

December Beach Clean-up - Date and time to be advised 

The May Newsletter will have application forms for the post May social events

Visit to Chartwell, Leeds Castle & Rochester, 17 & 18 May 2014

I am pleased to report that this weekend visit will be going ahead as we now have over 30 
members who have paid the deposit of £50. We still have room on the coach for more 
people to join us so why not contact me if you would like to come. The total cost will be 
£130.00 per person or £160.00 including the single supplement and this will include Coach 
Travel, Hotel Accommodation, with Dinner and Full English Breakfast, entry to Chartwell 
and Leeds Castle and a tip for our driver.
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Members of National Trust visiting Chartwell will not have to pay the entry fee and 
consequently the total cost will reduce to £119.30 per person or £149.30 for single 
supplements.

Please note that National Trust members must bring their Membership Cards with them for 
scanning otherwise they will have to pay the full entry price.

We will visit Chartwell on the Saturday and then make our way to our Hotel The Holiday 
Inn Ashford Central, Canterbury Road, Ashford, TN24 8QQ  for our overnight stay. On 
Sunday morning we will travel the short distance to Leeds Castle where we will have a 
Private Tour of the Castle before the official opening time.  In the afternoon we will drive to 
Rochester for free time before returning  to Felixstowe.

I would be most grateful if you could let me know if you are or are not National Trust 
members by either phoning me on 01394 270845 or by email on 
kjandehorn@btinternet.com  Once I have this information I will issue you with an invoice 
for the balance which must be paid by MONDAY 17 MARCH 2014 please as we will have 
to pay for the holiday by 28 March 2014.

Keith&Horn

Advance Notice - Heritage Weekend
The Felixstowe Society will be co-ordinating the Heritage Weekend next year - Friday 12 
to Sunday 14 September - and plans are already well underway to make it bigger and 
better than our previous event in 2012. We are looking for people to act as stewards, 
guides and general helpers for all or part of the weekend, as well as ideas as to what to 
include. It would also be appreciated if you would like to forward any criticisms or 
suggestions concerning our former weekend so that we can learn from our mistakes. 
Either contact Phil Hadwen, one of our committee members, or phone 01394 286008. 
Remember it is The Societyʼs weekend so help and/or suggestions would be most 
welcome.

The Felixstowe Society Annual Quiz
Date:     Friday 31 January 2014

Venue:  Felixstowe Trades and Labour Club, High Road West, Felixstowe

Time:    7.30pm (prompt start)

Cost:     £7.50 (including supper)

Teams:  4 to 8 people

There are bar facilities at the club 

Phone 01394 286008 to book your table
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Felixstowe Walkers
ʻFelixstowe Walkersʼ is a walking group formed earlier this year by volunteers who were 
formerly walk leaders with the Felixstowe Health Walking Group.  Many of the current walk 
leaders were in at the inception of this group 10 years ago in 2003 or joined shortly after.  
The group held short walks several times a month throughout this period and enjoyed 
widespread support.

The new name and the relaunch in 
May by the Mayor of Felixstowe, Jan 
Garfield, reflects a move to our new 
ʻhomeʼ as part of The Felixstowe 
Society.  We are very pleased with the 
welcome we have received and many 
of those who previously walked with 
us have joined The Felixstowe Society 
and continuing participating.  We have 
also been pleased to have new 
walkers from The Felixstowe Society 
and hope to attract even more of you 
to our walks.

Research suggests that regular 
walking is good for both your physical and mental health, as many of our group will testify.  
It is also a good way to get to know the area and make new friends. 

Currently we are organising a walk roughly once a fortnight.  Walks are usually between 
two and three miles and last no more than an hour.  In nearly all cases we begin and end 
at a café or pub to socialise after the walk.

We cater for a range of abilities and as long as you are medically fit to walk you are very 
welcome to join us.  It is a particularly good way to get back into trim after an illness.  We 
donʼt mind at all if you have to take it a bit slower initially and we always have leaders at 
the back of the group to keep an eye on everyone.

If you want to get involved we are always on the lookout for new walk leaders.  We will 
give you training and support and you would be joining a friendly team of 10 – 12 people 
undertaking a worthwhile and much appreciated role.  If you are interested contact us at 
our email address below or through a member of The Felixstowe Society Committee.

If you would like to receive a copy of our programme by email contact us at 
felixstowewalkers@hotmail.co.uk. Programmes will also be available at Felixstowe Society 
meetings, via The Felixstowe Society website (when ready), at walks and from the Library 
and the Tourist Information Centre. Our current programme of walks is as follows:

Walks from January to April 2014

Friday 10 January   Langer Park
A walk through Langer Park returning via the promenade
Meet at 10.30 outside the Leisure Centre
Distance 2 miles Grade 2
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Monday 27 January  Rendlesham Forest
A walk along good footpaths through Rendlesham Forest
Meet at 11.00 in the car park signposted Butley Corner Car Park on the left hand side of 
the Woodbridge to Butley Road (B1084)
Distance 2 ¾ miles Grade 3

Tuesday 11 February  Suffolk Food Hall
A walk through the countryside near the River Orwell
Meet at 10.30 at Suffolk Food Hall (off Wherstead Road)
Distance 2 ½ miles Grade 3

Monday 24 February  Fair Trade Walk
Meet at 10.30 at St Mary’s Church, Walton for a walk followed by a cup of fair trade coffee 
The walk will be Grade 3 with some stiles, distance 2 ½ miles

Thursday 13 March  Trimley St Martin
A walk through field and meadows
Meet at 11.00 at Trimley Memorial Hall
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 3

Friday 28 March   Felixstowe Promenade
A Spring walk along Felixstowe Promenade, meet at 11.00 on the prom opposite the 
Fludyer Arms Hotel 
Distance 2 ½ miles Grade 1

Monday 14 April   The Grove
A walk through the only natural woodland on the peninsular, meeting at 10.30 in The 
Grove car park
Distance 2 ¾ miles Grade 3

Tuesday 29 April   Waldringfield
A walk along the river Deben and the countryside near Waldringfield. Meet at 11.00 in the 
car park behind the Maybush Public House
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 3

Please note that the distances quoted are the maximum and we can accommodate 
shorter walks where required. Grading system:
1) On easy flat good surfaces  
2) Mostly on the level but can be muddy in places!
3) Generally good surfaces but some moderate slopes and mud in wet weather 
4) More challenging – may include steeper slopes, rough ground and mud in wet weather

The Felixstowe Walkers are part of The Felixstowe Society and regular walkers will be 
expected to become members of The Society. Annual membership is £7, or £10 for two 
adults at the same address. For further details of membership see the last two pages of 
this Newsletter. Copies of the above programme can be obtained from the library, tourist 
information office or e-mail felixstowewalkers@hotmail.co.uk.

Laurence Gilbert
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment

The Executive Committee of The Felixstowe Society will be considering suggestions for 
this Award during March 2014. If members have any proposals will they please complete 
the form enclosed with this Newsletter.
  
This should be for developments completed during 2013.

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows:

! To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town.

! To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial
! contribution to the town (particularly important).

! To encourage such developments in the future.

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated.  The list below suggests 
some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering nominations for the 
Award:

Is the scheme in character with the surroundings?  This may depend upon the area having 
a distinct identity.  It need not necessarily be in character if it is to serve as a focal point or 
terminates an important view.

Is the scheme in scale?  (Scale is not size. It is the relationship of one building to another.  
Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from the area.)

For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, or is it a 
restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designersʼ intentions?

Is the scheme well detailed?  Have sympathetic materials been used?  Has colour been 
applied imaginatively?  Have any aspects such as signs, down-pipes, paving, been 
considered only as an after-thought?  Have too many, or too few, materials been used and 
are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified whole?

Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality? If it is an older 
scheme, has it stood the test of time?  Is maintenance suffering?

Does the scheme create an impact? Would it be good to have similar schemes 
elsewhere?  Is it an example of good practice?

Not all these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last two points 
will always be important.
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Sandringham
Visit on Wednesday 10 July 

It was a fine, but chilly day for the trip to the Sandringham royal estate in north-west 
Norfolk. Apart from the park and gardens, Sandringham has four substantial attractions: 
the house, the museum, the parish church, and visitorsʼ centre. These could be essayed in 
any order. 

Given the museumʼs location in the stable block at the rear of the house, on the far side of 
the park, many headed there first. The museum included a fine collection of vintage 
vehicles. There was also an attractive cafeteria which provided a lunch or coffee stop for 
some. 

In the main house, in the absence of audio guides, it was useful to be able to engage with 
the helpful and knowledgeable staff strategically situated in each room. In some of the 
rooms, there was an emphasis on the legacy of Edward, Prince of Wales, later King 
Edward VII, and Princess Alexandra as it had been they who had rebuilt and established 
Sandringham House as their country retreat in the 1870s. Particularly impressive were 
some paintings of their period of residence. 

At the end of the tour of the house, there was a fascinating photographic exhibition 
depicting the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and scenes from her reign. 

The small church of St Mary Magdalene stands quite separate from, and outside the 
perimeter of the house and gardens. Inside the church, the silver altar immediately catches 
the eye. Outside, close to the path from the lychgate to the south door lies the grave of 
Prince John, the youngest son of King George V and Queen Mary who died on the 
Sandringham estate, aged 13. 

Thanks go to Keith and Elizabeth Horn for organising the outing and coping, at short 
notice, with the unavailability of the booked coach because of mechanical problems. A 
comfortable substitute coach was provided by a company in Wisbech with a friendly driver, 
Dave, who lived only three miles from Sandringham.  

John Beckett
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From Mill to Hill -  A Walk through Woodbridgeʼs Past
Visit on Thursday 3 October

On a glorious Autumn morning, twenty members assembled by the Tide Mill and were 
welcomed by our guide, Bob Merrett.  The mill, together with the now idle Whisstockʼs boat 
yard, served as a backdrop as Bob expertly outlined the townʼs links with the sea.

The construction of a wooden jetty – the name Woodbridge comes from the Old Norse 
Uderbryge – was followed by the establishment of an Augustinian priory in 1193 and the 
obtaining of  market rights in 1227.  Maritime trade in agricultural goods increased to such 
an extent that Woodbridge became Suffolkʼs second port, and fourth largest town.  This 
trade peaked towards the end of the 17th century and suffered a serious slump with the 
arrival of the railway in 1859.  

Woodbridge also has a history of shipbuilding, which began before 1300 and was at its 
height during the 17th century.  Men of war were built until about 1680, commercial 
vessels until the 1840s and yachts until 1990.  Workmen in need of liquid refreshment had 
a choice of three inns: The Ship, The Boat and The Anchor.

We then headed up Quay Street, past the Quay Congregational Church, the former 
customs house and maltings, and turned into Cumberland Street, stopping to admire 
Marston House, once the home of the artist Thomas Churchyard, and Bartonʼs Cottage, 
where Bernard Barton, the Quaker Poet, lived.  They were both close friends of the 
translator Edward Fitzgerald.  

Proceeding up Turn Lane, we peeked through the gates of the Abbey School, whose 
grounds used to be the garden of the Augustinian priory.  A short way further on is the 
former Quaker Meeting House, built in 1668, now a private residence.  The adjacent burial 
ground is leased to the Town Council ʻas a place for quiet contemplationʼ.  

St. Maryʼs Parish Church dates from the 15th century, and its grandeur reflects the 
prosperity brought by the weaving of wool.  Bob pointed out that the North door (on the 
“Devilʼs side” of the church as he put it) is highly decorated compared with the South door.  
The main external feature is the fine flint work.

At the top of Church Street is the Abbey School, which is in a house built by Thomas 
Seckford in 1564 on what is believed to be the site of a priory dissolved by Henry VIII in 
1537.

The conducted element of our walk ended on Market Hill, dominated by the Shire Hall, 
built by Thomas Seckford in 1578.  This should more correctly be called the Sessions 
House, as quarter sessions were held there until 1860, and it served as a Magistrates 
Court until 1986. It is the last remaining tangible link to an Anglo-Saxon legal institution 
that possiby goes back 1300 years.

Keith Horn took this opportunity to thank Bob for the wealth of historical detail which he 
had provided, before we dispersed to explore the area beyond Market Hill or the numerous 
displays and exhibits in the museum  (or indeed one of the numerous coffee shops).  

Laurence McDonald
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The Scenic Way is Essex
Visit on Tuesday 10 September

From the moment she joined us on Martinʼs comfy coach at Eight Ash Green, our guide 
Claire set about convincing us that there is a lot more to Essex than might appear from the 
image that we have been fed by the media . There may well have been a steady stream of 
Ryanair jets heading for Stansted, but we soon found plenty to back up her assertion that 
down at ground level the county, which is still 80% green fields, has much to offer by way 
of architectural gems, rustic charm and cultural associations.

As we made our way through the Colne valley, passing under the impressive 32-arch 
railway viaduct on the Marks Tey to Sudbury line, we saw the first of many beautiful 
thatched cottages.  Our first stop was in Thaxted, where we had the chance to visit St 
Johnʼs – a typically impressive ʻwool churchʼ which was built between 1340 and 1510.  The 
spire, with its flying buttresses, is 181 feet tall and the only mediaeval spire in the county.  
The Guildhall dates from around 1450, and John Webbʼs windmill was built in 1804.  
Gustav Holst lived in The Manse from 1917 to 1925, during which time he composed ʻThe 
Planetsʼ.  Dick Turpinʼs cottage is a few doors along.  

Our second port of call was the bustling market town of Saffron Walden, the name a 
reference to the extensive cultivation of the saffron crocus for some 400 years until the end 
of the 18th century. It boasts the largest church in Essex – St Mary the Virgin, which is 183 
feet long and has a spire that measures 193 feet.  Here can be seen the banner of the 
Most Noble Order of the Garter, which previously hung in St Georgeʼs Chapel, Windsor 
above the stall allocated to Lord (ʻRabʼ) Butler, who served as Saffron Waldenʼs MP for 
over 30 years and is buried in St Maryʼs graveyard.

Many of the the townʼs streets, buildings and features, untouched by fire or war, date back 
centuries, including the half-timbered Guildhall in the market square.  However, a plaque 
commemorates – if thatʼs the word – the burning at the stake on August 31st 1555 of John 
Newman, a pewterer.  Green spaces abound, including The Common and Bridge End 
Garden, part of which is Grade II listed.  There are also a couple of mazes.  

After lunch, we made our way to what is probably the most photographed village in Essex, 
and possibly England – Finchingfield, with its church, village green (complete with duck 
pond), and mediaeval and Georgian cottages.  The Guildhall has recently been 
refurbished and now houses a museum with many interactive, ʻhands onʼ exhibits.  
Finchingfield also has the smallest surviving post mill in Essex.

Dodie Smith, who wrote ʻ101 Dalmatiansʼ, lived in a hamlet just outside the village. The 
painter Lucien Pissarro, son of the more famous Camille, stayed in Finchingfield on two 
occasions.  It is not recorded whether either of them patronised Boswellʼs Tea Room, but 
it proved a welcome refuge when the rain finally caught up with us.

Thanks are due to Martin, to Claire and to Keith for their respective contributions to what 
proved to be a very enjoyable, and informative, day.

Laurence McDonald
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Felixstoweʼs Carnivals
Talk by Phil Hadwen on 24 September

  

In his usual knowledgeable and entertaining way, Phil Hadwen gave us an overview of 
Felixstoweʼs Carnivals from the 1920s onwards.
In the early years, Regattas and Carnivals encompassed events such as ʻWater Frolicsʼ 
and Raft Races. We were shown some delightful photos of the Felixstowe Ferry Regatta in 
which children competed in a Fancy Dress competition and residents of all ages took part 
in the Pram Races.
The 1933 Carnival was a whole town event and Carnival floats became a regular feature 
including the selection of the first Carnival Queen in the same year. 
Other events which featured in Carnival programmes included a ʻComicʼ Football match, 
Egg and Spoon races, the Greasy Pole competition and events around the yacht pond 
such as swimming and boating races. Most Carnivals also had around six or seven bands 
in the procession.
Robert Smith spoke of the models he made for various carnivals. The photos gave 
testament to his skill and imagination in creating replicas of, for example, Concorde and 
the SE5 plane.
The current Carnival Queen, Megan Fisher spoke enthusiastically of her year in office and 
the current chairman of the Felixstowe Committee, Nick Barber, informed the meeting of 
plans to bring the Carnival back to the seafront possibly incorporating an airshow.

Bev Boyce
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Felixstowe in the Middle Ages 

Talk by David Tolliday on Tuesday 22 October 

It is always a delight to welcome Felixstowe`s foremost historian to talk to our society and 
once again we were not disappointed. David informed, educated and enlightened us with 
his considerable depth of research.
He first stressed that there are factors which make the Colneis Hundred a place of special 
reference. There is a statement in William the Conquerorʼs The Doomsday Book of 1086 
that "in the hundred of Colneis there is a pasture common to all men of the hundred". This 
is a unique reference to common land which is the only such mention in the volumes of 
The Doomsday Books which covered the whole country! Also using the Doomsday data 
there were 513 named households indicating that the population  was in the 2,500 to 3,000 
range making the Colneis Hundred the most populous part of the kingdom. It is difficult to 
project population levels from Doomsday as nationally a large class of rentiers, who did 
not own any land, were omitted from the survey. The standard pattern of Suffolk was that 
of a large number of small settlements - in Colneis we had Gulpher, Candlet, Morston, etc. 
Of the 513 householders 340 were freemen which points to the speculation of the 
population level being more accurate than the national one.

Following the Battle of Hastings in 1066 the new King William gave 117 manors in Suffolk 
to Roger Bigod and soon after 187 in Norfolk. Roger Bigod became Sheriff of Norfolk and 
Suffolk and a steward of the Royal Household. The titles that Roger held were passed 
down through his family for the next 240 years, although they were notorious for changing 
sides in the many baronial disputes during this time. The family being the Dukes of Norfolk 
and Suffolk and Earl Marshall of England soon followed.

When Edward 1s became king in 1272 the senior Bigod at this time, another Roger, 
became the 5th Earl of Norfolk and Suffolk and the Earl Marshall, and he appears to adopt 
the Manor of Walton as his headquarters in this area, rather than Framlingham.
At this time another extremely important reference appears in the Manor accounts 
(1271-1301) indicating the large income accrued by the Manor. A Manorial income of £11-
£200 per year was large enough to be unusual, but the Walton Manor income always 
exceeded this and in some cases being over £1000!

During this period the "Walton Old Hall", the remains of which can be found on the Town 
Ground near to Colneis Road, was built. This was not the Old Walton Manor House as has 
been speculated by several historians as it is not on accord with the building accounts 
contained in the Manor rolls. David considered that it is reasonable to assume that the Old 
Manor House was situated in Ataka Road, Walton, as was revealed by Tom Felgate and 
Miss Owles, the County Archaeologist, in an excavation in the nineteen sixties. There 
seems to be no doubt that the Town Ground building became the Manor House after being 
considerably extended north in later years.

The Bigods gave support to Edward during the early years of his reign and possibly four 
royal visits to Walton were made, but there is no official record of these. Relations 
worsened later and in 1298 Bigod led an army on London; on his arrival he was given the 
keys of the city. Bigod immediately went to the King`s residence and three days later he 
had an agreement, the details of which are unclear. However Mr Tolliday speculates that 
Bigod`s problems probably arose from being in debt to usurers and that in 1298 these men 
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were banished from England, so it is reasonable to connect these two events. Also Bigod 
agreed to give his lands to the king, in return for a right to occupy the land during his and 
his wife`s lifetime.

Bigod died in 1306 and Edward took his lands, and the Manor House (now on the Town 
Ground land) was occupied by Edward II and III on visits to this area, particularly to lead 
fleets from the Deben and Orwell to attack France. The Revolt of 1381, locally led by John 
Battisford, parson of Bucklesham, damaged the Manor House when peasants ravaged the 
premises burning the court rolls which were stored in the building.

Later monarchs showed little interest in the Manor House and it declined and fell into 
disrepair and by the sixteenth century was derelict. It was never restored.

A Felixstowe man of this time affording remembrance as a worthy was John Haywarde 
who was the son of a local farmer and was educated in Felixstowe and Cambridge, 
probably by the parson. (More can be found out about him by reading the article by Peter 
Wain in this Newsletter.)

David concluded his fascinating talk by  explaining that our area was always an 
agriculturally driven area and thus suffered the rises and falls in the farming economy. It 
was not until the late nineteenth century that a residential alternative was established. 
Finally he recommended that The Felixstowe Society consider erecting plaques to Sir 
John Haywarde and Field Marshall Allenby.

Claude Back
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The Honorable Douglas Tollemache

!
Douglas Tollemache in 1898 in a group  

photograph at the opening of the new town station
  and the hotel Orwell. It is the only occasion on  

which he consented to be photographed

Douglas Alfred Tollemache was born on 21st June 
1862, and was the eighth son of his father and the 
sixth son of his mother, of an eventual total of eleven 
sons.  His father was a member of a family which had 
its seat at Helmingham Hall since 1487, and had been 
created Baron in 1876. Douglas had the upbringing 
and educational opportunities that would be expected 
for a young fellow of this background. 

Victorian photograph of
Helmingham Hall, from the

15th Century to the 
present day, the seat of 
the Tollemache family

Following his schooling at 
Eton, he was admitted to 
Trinity College, Cambridge 
in 1881 and graduated BA 
only in 1888! His daughter 
Angela said that while he 
was at Cambridge her father 
had won money at poker sufficient to keep a hunter, so could there have been a 
connection! The records of his time at Trinity make no mention of other sport apart from his 
membership of the College Boat Club. In 1896 he became a Major in the Suffolk Yeomanry 
and later a Justice of the Peace. At different times he was elected to serve on both Ipswich 
and Felixstowe Councils, and was a Carlton club member.

In 1887 he married Alice Mary Head, the daughter of John Head, who had become a 
partner in 1864, of the very large and successful engineering works of Ransomes, Sims 
and Head in Ipswich. The couple eventually had two daughters and three sons. 
It seems that he was not typical of his brothers, who did not show much inclination to 
make or earn any money themselves, although a younger one, Stratford, did go to the 
Yukon for the Gold Rush and afterwards published a book about it. 
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He was described by a long-time senior employee as "a shrewd business man with 
extraordinary power of concentration". A hotel manager, his employee for many years, 
remembered his hatred of red tape and also his requirement for action that day on any 
decision made. Another comment was that he had a charming and generous disposition 
and a somewhat retiring nature. Angela said that in the home her father was very strict, not 
only with the girls but with the boys also, and she preferred it when he was away!

It seems that business adventures came to govern his life. His first formal business 
connection was in banking, and his marriage certificate records his profession as banker, 
presumably on account of his experience in the previous two years as a partner in Bacon 
and Cobbold bank. 

The year following his marriage, and together with his brothers Stanhope and Ranulph, he 
bought the “Steam Brewery” in Upper Brook Street, Ipswich from Cullingham, Charles and 
Co. A few years later, when the two brothers appear to have left the business, he formed a 
new company, “Tollemache's Ipswich Brewery” in which another brother Mortimer, was 
recorded as bank manager. A nominal number of shares were distributed but with Douglas 
by far the majority shareholder. 

Socially, it was not possible for any member of the family to be involved in trade. So the 
three sons had not informed their father of the brewery purchase until coming home one 
day he was horrified to see a sign on the wall of a public house advertising “Tolly beer”.

It became clear that the brewery business was very profitable and he expanded it by 
buying the Essex brewery in Walthamstow in London in 1920. 

In 1934 he bought an interest in the Star brewery in Cambridge and later took it over 
completely. It was said that Tolly beer was the preferred brand at the University. Also he 
was always prepared to spend large sums of money on advertising and around the turn of 
the century bought or leased a number of public houses and other premises to ensure 
sufficient outlets for his products. In this connection he took a lease on the original Pier 
hotel, and bought the Bent Hill restaurant and converted it to the Grand Hotel. 

These projects must have benefited from the fact of his father, Baron Tollemache, who 
died in 1890, leaving Douglas, as one of the younger sons, the sum of £30,000. 

The largest of these business projects was made in alliance with the Great Eastern 
Railway Company, which planned to build a new town railway station and for Tollemache 
to build a hotel.

The Chairman, Lord Claud Hamilton may well have known Tollemache socially as one of 
Douglas' brothers was married to his daughter. The new station would be in Hamilton 
Road and much closer to the town centre than the existing station, later called the Beach. 
The two men agreed, the brewery bought the land opposite the site of the new station, and 
the hotel Orwell was opened on the same day as the new station, on 1 July 1898. As was 
typical of the man, he had closely involved himself with the architect John Corder in the 
details of the design. 

However, it is known that during this time he was contemplating an even more ambitious 
construction. This was to be a very large up-market hotel, and a company called Balmoral 
Hotel (Felixstowe) Ltd was set up. The preferred site was unfortunately not sufficiently 
large for his ambition so he enlarged it by purchasing land already occupied by houses 
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and cottages and had them demolished. The architect chosen was Thomas Cotman and 
he spared no pain over the design and workmanship.

This Statue of Bacchante purchased 
by Douglas Tollemache in Paris in 

1904 was placed in the garden of the 
Felix hotel. It is now in the garden of 
the Hon. Peter Strutt. Its picture was 

used as the company logo on the 
label of all bottles of Tolly beer

In 1900, when the building was part 
constructed Cotman made two major 
suggestions. One was to insert an extra 
floor between what was currently the 
second and third floors, in order to 
increase guest accommodation. The 
second was to build a clock tower, after 
the style of Hatfield House and both 
ideas were adopted. Another change to 
the design, just weeks before the 
opening, was the provision of suites of 
rooms with en suite toilet facilities.

The new hotel, now named Felix and 
not Balmoral, opened in May 1903, as 
a summer only establishment, from 
Easter to October, but in 1908 whole 
year opening began. Many people had  

believed the whole project was a step too far for Felixstowe but it was a great financial 
success, much helped by the large amounts of money he was willing to spend on 
advertising and promoting the hotel.

In 1906 he undertook a further bold step by taking out a lease, with an option to purchase, 
on the Bath hotel, which was said to be in a poor condition. He spent further large sums in 
reconstructing the building, and was then able to offer sea water bathing facilities for 
guests of the Felix, as the Bath was well equipped for this purpose and the Felix had none. 
All went well until 1914, during which spring suffragettes set fire to the Bath hotel and war 
broke out in the summer. The fire made the Bath unusable and the war caused the Felix
to make a financial loss in every year of the war to 1918. In 1919 he was minded to sell 
the Felix, and approaches were again made to the Chairman of the Great Eastern railway, 
Lord Claud Hamilton.

Parliament passed the Great Eastern Railway Act, 1920 and the sale went ahead by 
means of a conveyance dated 21 June that year. The price was £150,000 and was said to 
include the provision that the railway company open all its sales outlets - hotels, 
refreshment rooms and trains - to Tolly beer. Included in the sale was all the land 
associated with the hotel - tennis and croquet courts, gardens, furniture, plants and effects.
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Douglas and his family had lived in South Beach Mansion, in Felixstowe from 1897. Almost 
certainly he had chosen to live in the town to be close to his two major hotel initiatives. 
Having no more to do with the Felix, he sold South Beach Mansion to the Council in 1921 
for £7,500, moved to Wherstead Park, and from there to the Moat House, Tuddenham 
Road, Ipswich.

He died at his home there on the last day of 1944. Probate was granted on 29 March 1945 
to the Right Honourable Alice Mary Tollemache,(his widow),and the Right Honourable 
Angela Mariota, Lady Belper, (his daughter). His gross estate was £125,980.8.11.

Leslie Ramsey

Colonel George Tomline,  3 March 1813 to 25 August 1889

Quite recently The Felixstowe Society heard 
an interesting talk from David Tolliday about 
the eccentric  character Colonel Tomline. 
There is no doubt that he was despotic, 
cantankerous,  self-important and really only 
interested in one thing - himself, but there are 
several stories about him which show quite a 
different side.

George Tomline was really a Pretyman and 
the grandson of a Bishop, who was Pitt the 
Younger`s tutor, friend and secretary, but a 
Tomline, dying childless, left all his money 
and estate to the Bishop. As was thought 
proper at the time, the Bishop changed his 
name, and that of his eldest son to Tomline, 
whilst the two younger sons continued to call 
themselves Pretyman.

As a young man on his father`s estate at Riby 
Grove in Lincolnshire he was held in high 
esteem by the locals for his genial manners 
and helpful attitude. These virtues certainly 

weren`t  evident in the later years of his life. He was educated at Eton College and William 
Gladstone was there at the same time. At some stage during the 1830s Sir Robert Peel 
was once reported to have remarked, that in his opinion, the two cleverest young men in 
the country were William Gladstone and George Tomline!

Tomline attached Colonel to his name, but he was never in the army. His only military 
connection was as an honorary colonel in the Lincolnshire Militia. He never discouraged 
anyone from using the title Colonel!

His principal career was in public life and he served as a member of Parliament for three 
constituencies over a period of 29 years, Sudbury, Shrewsbury and Great Grimsby.  
Tomline started his political career as a Conservative, but by the 1852 election he had 
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become a Liberal. He never really made his name in the Houses of Parliament, which I 
find quite surprising considering his excellent intellect and his powerful presence in our 
area.
 
His father died in 1836 and he inherited the family estates at Riby Grove with his brother 
William. (He eventually bought his brother`s share in 1875 after a family argument at 
Orwell Park).

Soon after Tomline came into property he began to receive many hundreds of begging 
letters, especially near Christmas. At first he would read each application quite seriously 
and this resulted in many sleepless nights. Although he was very sympathetic towards the 
poor he realised that he could not help everyone, so after a while he ignored all pleas for 
help and resolved not to give any money away. Instead he employed as many people as 
he could on his estates. This shows that he did indeed possess a social conscience.
 All his employees on his railway were dressed in the livery his servants wore at Orwell 
Park.

When Tomline was young he seems to have been fairly normal for the time and place, but 
an unhappy love affair may have accounted for his eccentricity. It would seem that he was 
very much in love with Louisa Stuart, whose father had been British Ambassador in Paris. 
The Stuart family lived next door to Tomline in London and Louisa was writing lovingly to 
friends about George, but her mother was looking for a title as well as wealth. At a very 
high powered social event, the Eglinton Tournament in Scotland, Louisa met Lord 
Waterford and although he was somewhat wild her parents were taken with his title and so 
Tomline lost possibly the only love of his life!

When he decided to enlarge Orwell Park he chose the grandest plan that his architect 
Burn submitted! The most remarkable feature of the building was to be the Observatory, 
which is a copy of the dome of the Salute Church in Venice, and it opens up so the 
telescope can work. Tomline had his own astronomer, who was the second most important 
in the country after the Astronomer Royal! 
      
Having built Orwell Park, the Colonel set about building about five thousand houses and 
cottages stretching as far as Woodbridge. The family considered this a form of building 
mania for the purpose of philanthropy. He even moved the village of Nacton to its present 
site so his grand property was not surrounded by his tenants! This was apparently quite a 
common event in Victorian times for wealthy landowners.

George Tomline was at times extremely cussed and when he could not get his way he 
always sued the other party. And it was not only people he sued, including Edward 
Fitzgerald of Omar Khayam fame,  he had court cases with the Royal Mint and the War 
Office! On one occasion he took a cartload of silver bars to the Royal Mint and insisted 
that they mint them for him, as they should, according to a law of 1420. They refused so 
he sued. At another time he had a long legal wrangle with the War Office over a local land 
issue and it even went to the London Law Courts on appeal! Also in subsequent years he 
continued his legal fighting with the War Office over the extraction of coprolite, shingle and 
water supply. Only a person with Tomline's financial resources could have taken on a 
Government department. He was obviously enjoying such a contest with such a strong 
opponent.
Tomline often went around in terribly old clothes, making him almost unrecognisable. 
When a new coachman got a message to meet him from the train at Ipswich Station he 
duly met the correct train only to find that his new master was nowhere to be seen. He 
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waited for some time and then assumed that Colonel Tomline had missed the train. As he 
was driving up Bishop`s Hill an old man asked him for a lift. The coachman replied that if 
he were going out Nacton way he could, so the old man opens the door of the coach and 
starts to climb in. The coachman in no uncertain terms told the old man that travelling 
inside the coach "ain`t for the like o` you. If you want a lift you can climb up along o`me. 
And if that ain`t good enough for you, you can walk". The old man said nothing and joined 
the coachman. After a short while the old man says, "Do you know who I am?" "No, an` I 
don`t care either", said the driver. "Well I am Colonel Tomline, and if you`d let me get into 
the coach, you`d be looking for a new job tonight".

One day Colonel Tomline was shooting in the Decoy woods with only a few men to beat for 
him. One of the pheasants he shot fell into one of the ponds. He immediately turned to one 
of the beaters and ordered him to jump into the lake and fetch it out for him. The man 
thought for a few moments and then refused. Tomline is reported to have said, "Quite right 
too! I should  have thought you a pretty fool if you had", and he sent for a dog.
Colonel Tomline paid sixpence a week extra for every child over the number of four who 
was not yet earning. Any woman who was a good manager could feed four children on the 
average agricultural wage, but he did not know how she could feed more without starving 
herself!

Edward VII, when Prince of Wales, visited Tomline at Orwell Park. It would appear that 
George Tomline was quite lonely, he knew many people, but he had few real friends, and 
this probably was not helped by his cantankerous nature.

Tomline had enormous wealth and possessions, but he had no one to leave it all to. He 
had several sisters and a brother, but they all died young. Being old and lonely, Colonel 
Tomline sent for all of his relations, one or two at a time. They arrived expectantly, but 
when they reached the front door Tomline`s butler announced that the Colonel did not 
want to see them and would they go away! This resulted in some ugly scenes. Colonel 
Tomline meanwhile was watching it all from behind a screen with a peep hole! The person 
he left everything to was Pretyman, awho  replied that if the Colonel had changed his 
mind, then he had a perfect right to do so. Tomline is alleged to have said that this person 
was the only one who retained his dignity in a difficult situation and therefore the only one 
he could leave his wealth to!

Tomline died and was cremated in 1889. He was number 14 at Woking Crematorium.

Phil Hadwen

Sir John Hayward, 1564 - 1627
Many residents of Felixstowe have been to the Tower of London.  Almost certainly they 
have been visitors and chosen to go there.  John Hayward was possibly the exception to 
that rule because when he went there on the 13th July 1600 it was on the order of the Privy 
Council and he was to remain there as a prisoner until 1603.

John Hayward was born probably in Felixstowe, and probably in 1564.  There is a little 
doubt as to his birth place because no records exist and although in his will he left £20 “to 
the poor of Felixstowe……out of which parish I received the means of my education….”  
there is a record of a Thomas Harward owning property worth £2 in Walton in 1524 
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(perhaps his grandfather).  There is also a record of a John Haywarde (perhaps his father) 
also having property in Walton in 1568. However, John Haywardʼs own will also refers to 
certain Felixstowe property inherited from his father. Whatever the precise location of his 

birth, his early education was in 
Felixstowe and he was clearly an 
able student.  In addition his 
background may not have been 
one of poverty because after 
Felixstowe he continued his 
education at Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge where he graduated 
with a BA in 1581 (aged 17) and 
an MA in 1584.  It appears that 
he then began to practise as a 
civil lawyer.

So, why did John Hayward go to 
The Tower?  Not only was John 
Hayward a lawyer but he was a 
scholar and an historian.  In 
those early days he approached 
history in a novel way believing it 
to be a form of instruction to the 
present. In January 1599 he had 
published a book entitled “The 
First Part of the Reigne of King 
Henry IIII” in which he described 
the deposition and murder of 
King Richard II by Henry 
Bolingboke (Earl of Derby) in 
1399 and his accession as King 
Henry IV.  The book was a 
resounding success. In an age 
when a popular book might 
achieve a print of about five 
hundred copies twelve hundred 

were printed in the January and a further fifteen hundred at Whitsun that year. However 
this was a book where whatever the meaning it was overtaken by events.

Haywardʼs unwitting mistake was to dedicate that book, in somewhat flattering terms, to 
Robert Devereux, the 2nd Earl of Essex. It may be therefore that one of the reasons for the 
bookʼs success was that it was seen as the apparent political encouragement of a very 
popular, ambitious and controversial earl. The link between Essex and the politics of 
Richard IIʼs downfall did not go unnoticed. Not only did it strike a chord with the supporters 
of Essex but it also did so with his enemies.

Essex had for the previous ten years been the favourite of Queen Elizabeth I but by the 
close of the century his star was waning. He was regarded as spoilt, ambitious and not to 
be trusted. In dedicating his book to Essex, Hayward was dedicating the story of 
Bolingbokeʼs successful usurpation of the throne to a figure more popular than Bolingbroke 
had been, and who had control of an army that was greater than that of Bolingbroke.
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The story of the downfall of the Earl of Essex is well known.  In March 1599 he set out to 
subdue the rebels in Ireland.  Initially the campaign was a success and the earlier 
dedication of the book appeared understandable and justified.  Haywardʼs book circulated 
freely.  However in June that year the Government issued an order aimed at suppressing 
certain books.  Among the prohibitions was the decree “that noe English histories be 
printed except they be allowed by some of her maiesties privie counsel”. Haywardʼs book 
was included and although nothing could be done about the books already sold, the 
second edition was seized and burnt before it could be released. 

However, events in Ireland were to reawaken interest in the original book.  Essex 
campaign in the summer of 1600 was a failure and his relationship with Queen Elizabeth 
and her councillors became bitter. Essex behaviour was erratic and intemperate and in 
September of that year he rashly returned to Court against the orders of the Queen.  
Essex was placed under house arrest, relieved of his command and because of his 
failures in Ireland the Government prepared a case against him.  It was at this stage the 
connection between Haywardʼs book and the activities of Essex were re-examined with the 
suspicion that Essex had encouraged the book in furtherance of his own similar designs.

Hayward was required to attend before a Court in July 1600.  The Privy Council made 
considerable effort to discover what Haywardʼs motives were for writing the book and who 
supported him in doing so. His answers were clearly not satisfactory and he was seen as a 
henchman of Essex because he was remanded to The Tower where he remained whilst 
Essex played out the tragedy that led to his execution in February 1601. Hayward was 
only released after the death of Elizabeth in March 1603.

Why did Hayward dedicate his book to Essex? It was known that when the book first went 
to the publisher, John Wolfe, there was no dedication included.  Certainly the subsequent 
enquiry by the Privy Council was left in no doubt that Wolfe persuaded Hayward to 
dedicate the book to Essex.  Perhaps this was because at the time Essex was regarded as 
a popular figure in the country and it would be good for sales.  Perhaps it was the motive 
of an innocent and naive man seeking to ingratiate himself with a powerful subject.  
Perhaps he was simply a well intentioned blunderer who dedicated a book to the wrong 
person at the wrong time.  Of course it might be that Hayward, as an academic, was taking 
a positive role in alerting Essex to the similarities between himself and Bolingbroke. In 
doing so he was offering Essex instruction as to how he might improve his own 
presentation by providing him with a view of himself through the story of Henry IV. 

Whatever his problems with Queen Elizabeth, Hayward had a different relationship with 
King James I.  On his release he immediately wrote to the new King urging the importance 
of contemporary historiography and dedicating to him his scholarly skills.  Two weeks after 
the death of Elizabeth he had published a treatise arguing the Stuart case for the 
succession and the following year a further treatise supporting the union of England and 
Scotland.  If his object was to re-establish himself with those in power, he succeeded.

He returned to his legal practice and his appointment to several judicial posts in the 
ensuing years demonstrated his success.  In 1609 he became a Commissioner of 
Admiralty for Middlesex, in 1613 he was serving in the Court of Delegates and he became 
a Commissioner for Policies and Assurances.  In 1616 he became a Member of the 
College of Advocates subsequently becoming a Master in Chancery.  His financial success 
was demonstrated because he is recorded as an investor in the Bermuda and Virginia 
ventures.  Hayward was knighted by King James in 1619.
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In addition to professional success Hayward was an acknowledged member of Londonʼs 
intellectual elite. In 1617 when it was proposed to re-establish the Elizabethan Society of 
Antiquaries Haywardʼs name was put forward at the same time as the names of Camden, 
Bulstrode, John Seldon and Sir Edward Coke.  Hayward also became tutor to the young 
Henry, Prince of Wales.  As a member of Henryʼs Court he kept company with persons 
such as Francis Bacon, Walter Raleigh and Inigo Jones.

His writing continued and, despite his previous experience, he even ventured to write 
further histories including The Lives of the III Norman Kings of England, The Life of the 
Conqueror and A History of the Reign of Edward VI. It is worthy of note that between 1603 
and 1642 six further editions of The First Part of the Reigne of Henry llll were published 
and in 1975 a photographic reproduction of the third edition  was issued.

Whether the commonerʼs son from Felixstowe ever returned to the place of his birth is not 
known. He died at his house in Great St Bartholomew, Smithfield on 27th June 1627 aged 
67, and was buried in the nearby church, although no monument to him remains. It was in 
his will that he made provision of £20 (about £2,000 in current money) for the poor of 
Felixstowe. This fund is known as the Felixstowe Widows Charity and still exists. It has 
dispensed large sums of money since its foundation.

There is a line engraving of Sir John Hayward, published in 1630, in The National Portrait 
Gallery. 

Peter Wain

“ Oh I do like to be beside the seaside …! ”

Many members of The Felixstowe Society have huts and chalets on the seafront and have 
enjoyed a good summer this year.  My husbandʼs appointment as Treasurer of the recently  
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formed Felixstowe Beach Hut and Chalet Association, coinciding with the 60th year of our 
familyʼs occupation of a hut at the Spa (“GHQ”), motivated me to do a little research on the 
origins of beach huts.

Long before her own Diamond Jubilee year, Queen Victoria made sea bathing fashionable 
with her hut on wheels at Osborne Bay on the Isle of Wight, but huts actually go back a lot 
further than that.  In the 1620s, a mineral spring was discovered below the cliffs in 
Scarborough and bathing in these waters quickly became known as a cure for ʻrabies, gout 
and all manner of wormsʼ.  In the 1720s horse-drawn covered carts – known as “bathing 
chariots” – were introduced to take bathers onto the beach to take health giving plunges.  
The term “bathing machine” was first used in 1753 to describe the carriage invented at 
Margate by Benjamin Beale who had added a canvas hood to the chariot which could be 
unfurled into the sea providing complete modesty for a bather entering the water.  Despite 
this, King George III was often seen stepping naked from his bathing machine (decorated 
with the Royal Crest) at Weymouth.

For lesser mortals, modesty was preserved by male and female bathers being required to 
bathe separately.  Horses were dispensed with, and ladies got changed in bathing 
machines which were pulled down to the sea by fishermenʼs wives – called Dippers – who 
also administered the prescribed number of health giving plunges and charged a shilling 
for their services.  Being a year-round activity, it must have provided them with a 
reasonable reward for the effort involved!

The slightly less uptight Edwardians enjoying mixed bathing, and had the machines de-
wheeled and planted into the sand.   In the years following the First World War, the sight of 
both sexes in bathing costumes had become acceptable, but undressing in public was still 
frowned upon and could result in a fine. Hence councils started to hire out huts to change 
in, as well as deck chairs and wind breaks. 

Lowestoft was the first resort in Suffolk to have wheeled bathing machines, acquiring five 
as early as 1769.  A wooden, static, version - by this time called a bathing hut - was 
introduced to Felixstoweʼs central beach (then known as Hamilton Cliffs) more than a 
hundred years later and was believed to be the first of its type in Britain.  There are many 
photographs taken at that time which show the early Edwardian hut looking more like a 
small pavilion than the humble shed of today.   When the pier was built in 1905, and 
paddle steamers stopped to pick up passengers, a lot more people were attracted to the 
beach for their recreation.  
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Huts were added to other sites in the early 1920s.  Those at Manor End, which had its own 
train terminus at Beach Station, proved immensely popular with visitors who were able to 
hire a hut by the day or the week.  Today, Brackenbury Cliffs has become one of the 
biggest sites, as several hundred huts were moved from the south seafront during the last 
thirty years to make way for residential development. In 1927 Felixstowe Urban District 
Council allowed the building of 16 “beach tents” (half timbered structures known as The 
Black Huts), on an elevated site within the gardens below the Felix Hotel.   These were 
replaced in the 1960s by concrete chalets, which were themselves replaced 20 years later 
with the ones that occupy the site today. 

During World War II restrictions were put on much of the coastline in Southern and Eastern 
England and as a defence against invasion, our beaches were declared out of bounds.  
When peace came, the interest in beach huts was rekindled but restricted car ownership in 
the austerity of post-War Britain meant that they were generally the preserve of the locals.  
Seventy years on, in an age of electronic gadgets, having a flask of tea at a hut on the 
beach helps recreate the simple pleasures of the 1950s lifestyle.  Innovative hut names 
such as “Gulls and Buoys” and “Chatterbox” provide an opportunity for creative thinking as 
well as decoration, and are a source of amusement for those passing by.

Recently the spirit of nostalgia for the British seaside has meant that beach huts in some 
locations are now in great demand.  There are many would-be buyers and sellers 
advertising on the internet.  For many years there has been a waiting list to rent a chalet in 
Felixstowe and our beach huts can cost anything from £4,000 at Manor End, to between 
£6,000 and £12,000 in the Spa and Brackenbury areas.  While the most expensive huts 
are situated on the south coast (one has been advertised recently for £200,000 in 
Christchurch, Dorset), Southwold still has the edge over our east coast resorts, and their 
huts can fetch up to £50,000.  Clearly, some people take their huts very seriously!

It seems that once we have a hut we like to keep it.  One local family has had a hut at 
Brackenbury for 70+ years, it only being removed from the site during the War.  There is 
also a couple at Manor End who have had their hut for 45+ years.   Unfortunately no 
records exist prior to the late 1970s when administration of the huts passed from 
Felixstowe to Melton, but we believe our family goes back the furthest at the Spa site, as 
my grandparents had a hut a few doors up from “GHQ” from the mid 1920s until the 
beginning of the Second World War.     
A few years ago, the humble beach hut was seen as rather old fashioned, being something 
that only older people used.  However, in recent times, they  have been referred to as 
ʻicons of Englandʼ and are now seen as “cool” rather than “naff” by  the younger generation.  
Virtually every hut and chalet was opened up for this summerʼs ʻWings on Wavesʼ event, 
showing how popular these little “homes from home” have become.  Let us hope their 
popularity continues and that they stand proud on our seafront for many more decades to 
come.

Gill Mason
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Research Corner 19 - 1954 Town Guide

We are so lucky to live in Felixstowe and the glorious spell of fine weather from late June 
onwards has really been great, apart from that windy session we had. There seems a 
general buzz of confidence and anticipation within the town; large numbers of visitors were 
spotted in Hamilton Road and on the beach during the summer, new shops are opening, 
and there are some great projects that will enhance an already fine town - the Gardens 
scheme (when it finally gets sorted!) and hopefully the new pier. Gone are the "blue" days 
of last winter with all the doom and gloom scenarios for Felixstowe. All this has 
encouraged me to delve back to some of the great Felixstowe summers as I have just 
obtained a 1954 Official Town Guide: what better place to start. This comprehensive 
booklet really showcases what a great place Felixstowe was and clearly indicates why 
people came here for a holiday.

A picture of the Spa Pavilion 
features prominently on the 
introductory page and the 
delightful gardens and yacht 
pond, with its fleet of paddle-
boats, are shown at their 
best. The town`s motto, "the 
sun spot of the east coast" is 
illustrated by the delightful 
beach and pier photos, and 
standing proudly in a fine 
aerial shot is the greatly- 
loved Pier Pavilion. 
According to the guide 
book ,"Visitors will never be 
bored in our lovely town, for 
there are facilities for sport 
and entertainment in plenty". 
It then lists a whole variety of 
activities including "a lovely 
wide promenade, where you 
can walk and witness ever 
changing scenery; from 
smooth flat lawns to beautiful 
gardens and cliffs". Visitors 
are encouraged to hire the 
beach huts which line the 
promenade, but private 
canvas bathing tents are not 
permitted!

The list of sporting facilities is impressive - four bowling greens, Minor-County cricket on 
the Town Ground in Dellwood Avenue, fishing, football, golf at one of the oldest courses in 
England, model yacht racing, sailing on the Deben, Orwell and Stour, croquet (Felixstowe 
always hosted an internationally-renowned croquet tournament in the early years of the 
twentieth century), putting on five greens - by the yacht pond, near Butlin`s amusements, 
at the Orwell Hotel, in the grounds of Ranelagh Theatre and at the Felixstowe Lawn Tennis 
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Club; riding from the stables next to the White Horse Inn in Old Felixstowe; tennis at the 
internationally respected courts in Bath Road with thirteen grass and five hard courts and 
rather surprisingly a Felixstowe Foil and Sabre Club!

A significant part of the guide book is allocated to the large number of entertainments on 
offer for the visitor and resident. The Spa Pavilion, "The West End of the East Coast", 
offers a summer show "Out of the Blue"- nightly at 8pm, with a cast of 18 brilliant artistes, 
beautifully dressed and staged and several changes of programme. This ran from 23rd 

June until 25th September! 
Before this show was the 
Drama Festival of Full 
Length Plays and then "(K)
Nights of Joy", a summer 
show on its way to 
Scarborough. The Spa`s 
season finished with the 
Drama Festival of One Act 
Plays in October.  The 
Ranelagh Theatre staged 
Will Hammer`s Super 
Summer Show - 1954 
Edition, with a splendid cast 
of London performers. The 
Pier Pavilion wasn`t left out. 
From 21st June, for a 
resident season, the Jerry 
Allen Septet would 
entertain dancers at the 
"finest ballroom in East 
Anglia" on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8pm, also 
playing at 11am and 3pm 
every day! A variety of band 
shows were held here 
every Tuesday and 
Thursday.
Other entertainments 
included the Intimate  

Theatre, which was housed in the main Butlin`s building in Sea Road and had its own 
repertory company. There were two cinemas - the Ritz (now the site for bingo and films) 
and the Playhouse, a classic building, which occupied the corner of Hamilton and York 
Roads. The guide book also advertised an Old Tyme Dancing Club and dances were held 
at the Orwell and Cavendish Hotels. A Chrysanthemum Show held annually during the first 
week of November and because of its success in Coronation Year there was a one day 
Early - Flowering  Show in September.

The Carnival was mentioned as being held during the last two weeks in August with "three 
grand days of sports both sea and land, firework displays, dances, band shows, dog 
shows, fencing displays and roller skating races". The highlights of the carnival was the 
crowning of the carnival queen, the landing of King Neptune and the procession. 
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Also noted is The Grove, the little known beauty spot at the end of Beatrice Avenue, with 
its large plantation of trees, plenty of shady walks and charming unspoilt dells, through 
which a footpath runs.

The General Information page contained a long list of the clubs in the town, several are 
still in existence, but many have disappeared like the chess club, which for a large number 
of years was extremely prominent in Suffolk, but new ones have replaced them and today 
many of our clubs are indebted to the "older generation" for their survival! 
There were eight garages in Felixstowe in 1954 and nine major taxi firms. As well as the 
general post office in Hamilton Road there were sub post offices at Bent Hill, Ordnance 
Corner, Station Road, High Street Walton and Old Felixstowe; twenty sites for telephone 
kiosks and a library in Orwell Road. There were at least seven private educational 
establishments- Felixstowe College (220 residential girls aged 11 to 18 - no day girls), 
Fleet House School for Girls, the Convent of Jesus and Mary, St Felix School, Felixstowe 
Academy (in Old Felixstowe House), Norseland School and St George`s Kindergarten and 
Junior School. I believe there was also a St Peter`s School, but this isn`t listed in the 
guide. State education was provided by Felixstowe County Grammar School, Felixstowe 
County Modern School, Central Junior, Langer Road, The Ferry  and Maidstone Road 
County Primary schools. There were sixteen places of worship, not including the Trimleys, 
as well as details of the Church of Christ Scientist in Ipswich. The population figure was 
15,210 (1952), rainfall 24.52 inches (1952) and much was made of Felixstowe winning the 
Daily Express Sunshine League in 1947 with 1,073.5 hours in the competitionʼs 18 week 
period - there were only six days without sun from the beginning of May until the end of 
September!

There were two detailed articles - In and Around Felixstowe and For the Motorist 
(Felixstowe as a touring centre), but as would be expected the largest section in the guide 
book was reserved for holiday accommodation. I was amazed at just how many places 
there were for people to stay in 1954, clearly indicating that there was a demand and that 
a large number of people came to stay here for their holidays. Some of the full page 
advertisements for hotels were quite illuminating as they mentioned the facilities that were 
offered, but there was a touch of sadness too because many of these hotels have gone or 
been converted into flats. Just a sign of the times you may say. There was Beecholme, 
Felix Court, the Little Ships, Rosebery Private Hotel, the Cavendish, Orwell, Ordnance, 
Clarendon, The Corner House, Hotel De Novo, Eastward Ho, Highcliffe, Melrose, 
Marlborough, The Norfolk, Penguin, The Rosery, The Waverley, Alberta, Kersey Towers, 
Kimberley, Lindley, Oakington, Carlton Court and Conway Court. As well as these twenty 
five(!) hotels there were thirty six quality guest houses and a list of forty six properties 
offering board residence and apartments. What a busy and bustling town it must have 
been. And just in case you think I have forgotten the cafes and restaurants - the Alexandra, 
The Empire, Millars, The Regal, Trent`s Cafe, Seagulls; these were just the ones that felt 
they had to have a slot in the official guide book, there were certainly many more.
Yes, Felixstowe has changed, but then so have our lives. Going on holiday now means 
going abroad and seaside towns are considered places for the day trippers, although 
Margaret Dugdall from the Castle Lodge Hotel informs us that many people do come to 
Felixstowe for a holiday or short break, which is very good news. So the message must be 
to come to Felixstowe and "meet the sun on the Suffolk coast".

The photographs on the next page are from the early fifties.

Phil Hadwen
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     Planning Applications 
    13 July to November 2013

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

37 Langer Rd:  Remove single storey side part of the building and replace with a larger 
single storey extension.

46 Hamilton Rd:  Install air conditioning units.

1 Wolsey Gardens:  Installation of new Bank of Ireland ATM. The Society has no 
objection to the ATM as such  but objects to the surround which is garish and out of place 
for the Conservation Area,  We  note that there is no facility for the disposal of the many 
bank slips produced by these machines and we recommend that a waste bin be provided 
as part of the fitting.

Recent Applications

153 Colneis Road:  Ground floor extensions and alterations to front elevation to include 
new porch, cloakroom, bay windows and bays to lounge and bedroom, new covered 
walkway. The Society objects to these proposals which will destroy the building lines to the 
street and spoil the open aspect of the street scene (SPG 16 paragraph 4.6).   

52 Maybush Lane:  Erection of two storey sunken extension and garage (renewal of 
planning permission C10/2473). This renewal will have little effect on the Conservation 
Area.

92 Hamilton Road:  Illuminated fascia and projecting signs. This development will have 
little effect on the Conservation Area.

Applications awaiting a decision

4A Undercliff Road West:  Replace existing defective single glazed timber windows and 
renew in PVCU double glazed windows with insulated panels.  These changes will do little 
to improve this unsightly building in the Conservation Area. The Society has previously 
commented on piece meal alterations to this terrace. We recommend that the row of flats 
is regarded as a whole unit and efforts are made to give it a unified appearance. For this 
reason we object to this application.

Proposed Telephone Box, Hamilton Gardens:  The relocation of the telephone box will 
have little effect on the Conservation Area.

52 Maybush Lane:  Erection of two storey sunken extension and garage (renewal of 
planning permission C10/2473). This renewal will have little effect on the Conservation 
Area.
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The Bartlett Hospital, Undercliff Rd East:  Alterations to provide 18 dwellings.  These 
proposals will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

105 & 106 Undercliff Rd West:  Extra Dormer window and extended balcony to both 
properties.  The Society considers these proposals to be a great improvement on the 
previous suggestions for these properties.  Provided that materials match existing and the 
correct form of glazing bars are used these changes will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area.

21 to 25 Victoria Street:  Convert stores to a studio flat. This proposal will have little effect 
on the Conservation Area.

96 to 102 Hamilton Rd (Poundland):  Installation or part of a new shop front and fascia 
signage.
The Society has no objection to the new shop front provided the signage is no larger than 
the existing signs. However we are concerned with the interior design.  We request that 
the fire safety aspect of the interior design be reviewed.  There appear to be only two exits 
available to the customers.  We suggest that another exit be created through the partition 
wall between the shop and the store area at the back.  At first sight it appears the display 
units would impede an emergency exit from the shop. 

36 Brook Lane:  Cart Lodge and Store, extended drive & access, Garage to be 
demolished.
These changes are in the curtilage of the Listed ʻCotman Housesʼ.   Provided the materials 
used on the new buildings are in sympathy with the Listed houses, these proposals will 
have little adverse effect either on them or the Conservation Area.  We request the 
Conservation Officer be consulted on this point.

Marlborough Hotel, Sea Road:  Change of use from a hotel to a hotel and residential 
accommodation. Existing one storey extension on the back to be demolished.  New three 
storey building on Russell Road. The Society supports the principle of these conversions 
but objects to the following:-

The view of the new building from Russell Road towards the sea presents a solid masonry 
3 storey façade which detracts from the Built Environment in this part of the Conservation 
Area.  This road is lined by typical Victorian seaside houses and the solid mass of the new 
build is obtrusive.

The car parking arrangements will continue to be a problem.  The proposed on-street 
parking is stated to be less than at present but with the increased number of residents 
from the changes the problem will be worse.  The on-street parking nowadays is mostly 
used by residents and casual visitors have difficulty with parking availability.

We suggest that the ground floor of the hotel be used for hotel and residents parking. This 
will reduce the number of dwellings provided by the conversion but will be beneficial to the 
Conservation Area.

Outline Application to build 200 houses on a plot on Ferry Road with associated 
services.

The Felixstowe Society objects to this outline planning application.
   !
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We note that there have been other proposals to develop this site that have all been 
rejected by the Planning Inspector after appeal.  We understand that in the adopted ʻLocal 
Development Frameworkʼ this area is earmarked as Grade 2 agricultural land to be 
retained for essential food production and should only be developed for essential 
purposes. The site is also regarded as the least desirable option of the sites considered for 
development in the Framework.

From the supporting ʻPlanning Design and Access Statementʼ it is clear that existing 
problems with traffic in the adjoining narrow lanes and in nearby schools in Ferry and 
Colneis Roads have not been assessed, particularly at school start and finish times. 
Similarly historic problems with sewage overflows have been overlooked. This is 
highlighted by the observation in the statement that there is no surface drainage. Surface 
water entering the minimal sewage availability from the development roads will increase 
the possibility of overflowing sewage.    

The site is remote from the town centre, the employment centre of the docks and the new 
academy all detract from development on this site. 
!
Recent proposals that Gulpher Road and Ferry Road be considered for a ʻRural Lanesʼ 
designation and the National Cycle Route 41 ( despite the Transport Assessment (4.3) 
regarding the latter as an asset) will be affected by an additional 200 to 300 cars from the 
proposed dwellings.

The Society also objects to the proposed destruction of the WWII pillbox which is part of 
Felixstoweʼs diminishing wartime heritage.

The site provides a needed buffer between the built environment and the AONB.

The Felixstowe Society therefore objects to this application for the above reasons and is 
disappointed that the site is again being considered for development.

The Feathers, High St, Walton: Alterations and extensions and change of use of public 
house to two residential units and erect two semi detached cottages.  The Society has no 
objection to this application. The Feathers is a building of considerable historical interest 
and we consider these proposals to be a positive development of this disused building. 

Other Applications

White Lodge, Marcus Road:  First floor extension to rear of property. The Society is not 
objecting to this application as such but notes that the first floor windows will be 
overlooking the adjacent property.  The conditions of SPG 16, Section 5 may apply in this 
case.  REFUSED by SCDC. 

Park House, 72 Constable Road: Proposal – Alterations to kerb.  The Felixstowe Society 
believes the proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area. REFUSED by SCDC 
after appeal.

Walton Green North, Walton High Street: Detailed planning permission for the 
demolition of a stable building and erection of a Class A retail food store, a class A3 café, 
17 class B1 employment units. 3 live/work units, an open use unit (7 classes) and 
allotments, with associated landscaping, access and parking arrangements.  Outline 
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planning permission for the demolition of the rifle range and erection of 170 - 200 Class 3 
dwellings, with all matters reserved except access.  (Submitted in February).  REFUSED 
by SCDC.

David Crawford

Members may be interested in the following talks  

University of the Third Age
Local History Talks (Felixstowe) 2014 in St Andrewʼs Church Hall, 

St Andrewʼs Road, Felixstowe at 7.30pm

(All talks by Phil Hadwen unless otherwise stated)

Tuesday 14 January - Sport in Felixstowe by Pat Haseman 

Tuesday 11 February - Felixstowe at War (2)

Tuesday 11 March - Hamilton Road (3)

Tuesday 8 April - Felixstowe Through the Ages

Tuesday 13 May - Felixstoweʼs Wonderful Architecture

Tuesday 10 June - Felixstowe Hotels (2)

Tuesday 8 July - A Felixstowe Miscellany

Tuesday 9 September - Seaside Felixstowe (1)

Tuesday 14 October - Business Felixstowe (1)

Tuesday 11 November - TBA

Tuesday 9 December - A Christmas Celebration (a joint meeting with The Felixstowe 
Society at the Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe)

Visitors are welcome to all the above

Remember the Heritage Weekend, 12, 13 and 14 September - see page 6 
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If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope if you 
require a receipt

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

....................................................................

Post Code ........................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia and beyond; holds exchange visits 
with other societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope if you wish for a receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

(No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed)

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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