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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 

Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to:

stimulate public interest in these areas,
promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development
 and preservation of the local environment.

!    Chairman: Roger Baker, 5 Princes Gardens, Felixstowe, IP11 7RH, 282526
!    Vice Chairman: Philip Hadwen, 54 Fairfield Ave., Felixstowe, IP11 9JJ, 286008
!    Secretary: Trish Hann, 49 Foxgrove Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7JU, 271902
!    Treasurer: Susanne Barsby, 1 Berners Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7LF, 276602 

Membership Subscriptions

! ! ! Annual Membership - single   £7!! ! !
! ! ! Joint Membership - two people at same address   £10
! ! ! Corporate Membership (for local organisations
! ! ! ! who wish to support the Society)
! ! ! ! Non - commercial   £15! ! ! ! !
! ! !       ! ! Commercial   £20! ! ! ! ! !       
! ! !       Young people under the age of 18 free!!           
! ! ! !
! The subscription runs from the 1 January.

! The Membership Secretary is Betty Woollan, The Pines, Manor Road,
! Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU.

! Members are reminded that The Societyʼs booklets The Cotman Walk and 
! Walking around Felixstowe are available from the Tourist Information Centre and 
! Stillwater Books.
!
! The next Newsletter will be distributed by the delivery team at the beginning of 
! September.

! Editor: Tony Hughes, 18 Brook Lane, Felixstowe, IP11 7EG, 276128.
!
! Contributions for the September Newsletter must be with the Editor by 25 
! July preferably by Email ( tony.lizalan@btinternet.com).
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Notes from the Chairman
2014 is now well under way and we have already enjoyed several excellent talks at our 
Speakersʼ Evenings:-

! In January, Robert Scrimgeour gave a fascinating talk on reconciling new building 
designs with their historic context – a subject very close to the heart of The Society. 
I am sure that all of us felt that his talk gave us a new perspective on developments 
in our town.

! In February, Corrine Cappell brought us up to date with the situation regarding the 
revamp of the Spa Gardens; we were relieved to hear that the past problems are 
well on the way to being resolved and work should restart soon.

By the time you read this Newsletter, we will have had our special meeting with Thérèse 
Coffey (Friday 11 April); The Committee intends to introduce such special meetings as 
occasional additions to the main programme of Speakersʼ Evenings. If you have any 
suggestions as to who might be invited to speak at these “specials”, please let us know.

We also intend to widen the scope of the speakers we have at our regular meetings by 
inviting some more high-profile individuals from time to time; these could be nationally-
known experts on subjects which are of interest to our members. Again, if you want to 
nominate anyone, please let us know.

The programme of events which has been organised by Keith and Elizabeth Horn is going 
very well with a high level of participation. If the two-day visit to Chartwell and Leeds 
Castle (17/18 May) is well received, we will look for further opportunities for two-day trips.

We have made a couple of changes which, we hope, will make it easier for members to 
keep abreast of what The Society is doing:-

! The website (www.felixstowesociety.org.uk) is now up and running and is 
increasingly being used by members to look up details of our current activities and 
to access the archived information (previous Newsletters and Planning 
applications). Thanks to Bev Boyce for all her hard work. Donʼt forget that you can 
use the “Contact” page of the website to send a message direct to the Committee.

! I hope that you have noticed our new blue noticeboard in the foyer of the Salvation 
Army Church on Speakersʼ Evenings. If you donʼt manage to note down details of 
anything which we announce verbally during the meeting, the information will be on 
the board.

Phil Hadwen and others have worked hard to support the setting-up of the Felixstowe 
Youth Society (FYS). The members are mainly in their teens and have been very active in 
suggesting a programme of talks and other activities designed especially for them. At the 
AGM on 20 May I shall propose that the FYS be affiliated to the main Society.

On 19 December, members of the Committee attended the dedication of a plaque, which 
The Society had sponsored, to commemorate the European Gateway disaster in 1982. 
The Mayor, Jan Garfield, unveiled it and Kevin Burch, the reporter from BBC Look East, 
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filed a report which was shown that evening. The plaque is situated in the viewing area on 
the cliff-top opposite Kiligarth Court.

Membership of The Society now stands at 535 which represents an increase of 40 in the 
course of the last year. We welcome all new members.
We were sad to hear of the deaths of ten of our members in the course of the year: Felicity 
Blackwood, Robert Corker, Barbara Cox, Pamela Dangerfield, Dermot Finlay, David 
Houseley, Mike McKeon, Lyn Paley, Ron Pettitt and Marion Reynolds.

Roger Baker 

Advance Notice - Heritage Weekend
The Felixstowe Society will be co-ordinating the Heritage Weekend - Friday 12 
September to Sunday 14 September - and plans are already well underway to 
make it bigger and better than our previous event in 2012. We are looking for 
people to act as stewards, guides and general helpers for all or part of the 
weekend, as well as ideas as to what to include. It would also be appreciated if 
you would like to forward any criticisms or suggestions concerning our former 
weekend so that we can learn from our mistakes. Either contact Phil Hadwen, 
one of our committee members, or phone 01394 286008. Remember it is The 
Societyʼs weekend so help and/or suggestions would be most welcome.

Speaker Meetings for 2014
All speaker meeting are held at the Salvation Army Church starting at 7.30pm.
! !                Admission £1 members  £2 visitors

Tuesday 20 May -  AGM plus Felixstowe in the Early 30s  *FREE ADMISSION*
Our Vice-Chairman, Phil Hadwen, tells us about life in Felixstowe during the thirties

Tuesday 23 September - My Felixstowe
Councillor and former Mayor of Felixstowe, Doreen Savage, speaks about her memories 
and hopes for our town 

Tuesday 28 October - Behind "Spotlight on Felixstowe"
Peter Moss tells us about the production of this popular monthly magazine

Tuesday 25 November - The Fludyer Arms Hotel and Bethesda Baptist Church
The architects of both properties explain the development of the two sites

Tuesday 9 December- A Christmas Celebration
Members of The Felixstowe Society start the celebrations with a collection of
readings and music
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Visits and Events for 2014 (see booking forms)

Please note that all visits and the event are for members only and must be booked in 
advance using the separate form with booking fee. Please provide a separate cheque 
for each visit and please note the latest booking dates. Please also note that The 
Societyʼs insurance covers members up to the age of 85. Please note that we cannot 
guarantee that a refund will be made in the event of you cancelling a booking.  Each case 
will be considered on its merits. Please note that members wishing to attend visits 
with a wheelchair or lightweight buggy will need to be accompanied by a fit adult to 
care for their needs at all times. Please also note that if you are booking tickets for 
multiple visits at the same time it is only necessary to send one SAE. For any queries 
please contact Keith Horn on 01394 270845.

Visit to Chartwell, Leeds Castle, and Rochester 17 & 18 May 2014
Final preparations are being made for our first Felixstowe Society weekend away taking in 
Chartwell on Saturday before we travel to Ashford for our overnight hotel stop and then 
after breakfast on Sunday we travel the short distance to Leeds Castle and Rochester 
before our return to Felixstowe.

For those National Trust members may I remind you that you will have to produce your NT 
Membership cards in order to gain free entry. Finally may I ask you to ensure that you get 
on the coach at your chosen pick up point which you have already confirmed to Keith 
Horne.

(please note that this visit is already over subscribed)

Visit to Southwold and Walberswick, Tuesday 3 June 2014

Please see the ʻFelixstowe Walkersʼ article in this Newsletter for information regarding the 
walk from Walberswick to Southwold.

We imagine that there will be a number of our members who may not wish to walk but 
would like to spend time exploring Southwold and if this is something you fancy doing then 
you will be most welcome to join us.

Our coach will leave Garrison Lane Car Park at 9.30am and pick up en route at Great 
Eastern Square and Walton Half Moon and we will then make our way to Walberswick to 
drop off the walkers and then continue our journey  to  Southwold.  We expect to arrive 
back in Felixstowe between 4.00 and 4.30pm.

The cost will be £14.00 per person and this includes a tip for the driver.  

Mid Summer Food, Wine and Music Party, Saturday 14 June 2014

We will be holding a Social Evening at The Hut (the building on the promenade near Bath 
Tap) and hope that you will come along and meet other members and enjoy food, wine 
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and be entertained by Something Different.The evening commences at 7.00 pm and the 
cost will be £12.00 per person. As usual we imagine that this event will be extremely 
popular and early booking is recommended in view of the fact that numbers are limited.

Food will be provided but please bring your own wine and / or other drinks. 

Beach Clean-up, Wednesday 18 June 2014

Our next beach cleanup takes place on Wednesday 18 June 2014 commencing at 9.30 
am. As usual we will meet on the promenade opposite Seagull and Seashell Cottages and 
will be working south towards The Spa Pavilion.  We look forward to seeing you if you can 
spare the time.

Visit to Lavenham and Flatford, Thursday 26 June 2014

We start our day at Lavenham which has often been described as the ʻFinest Medieval 
Village in Englandʼ with its wealth of timber framed buildings and indeed its 300 listed 
buildings are certainly steeped in history. We will have a guided walk from the church to 
the Market Place. National Trust members please remember your membership cards for 
free entry to The Guildhall.

We will rejoin our coach for the short drive to Corncraft Tea Rooms at Bridge Farm Barns 
for an early lunch at 11.45 am and afterwards  we will travel to Flatford and Constable  
country an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. A guided walk will be offered by Claire 
Partner, Blue Badge Guide, at Flatford to show scenes of four of Constableʼs paintings  
and will conclude at the site where he painted his famous scene The Haywain. Please 
note Flatford Mill is only accessed on foot and so a short walk is inevitable.  

The last stop of the day will be East Bergholt which is the birthplace of John Constable. 
The Church has strong associations with his family and is a wonderful building itself. See 
the historic Bell Cage before finishing the day with tea/coffee and cake in the church.

We depart from Garrison Lane Car Park at 8.30 am and  then pick up  at Great Eastern 
Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley and expect to arrive back in 
Felixstowe at 5.30pm. The cost for this visit will be £25.00 and will include coach travel, 
lunch (see below)afternoon tea/coffee and cake and a tip for our driver. Those members 
choosing vegetable soup will pay £23.00.

As we will be on a tight schedule for the day we will have to pre-order our food for lunch at 
Corncraft Tea Rooms and the following choices will be available at subsidised rates as 
follows :-

Home  made vegetable soup served with chunky bread.  

Jacket Potatoes served with a salad garnish.   Choice of fillings – cheese, beans, coleslaw, 
tuna mayonnaise, prawns in Marie Rose Sauce or Coronation Chicken.

Ploughmans – either  Cheddar, Stilton, Brie or Ham served with salad garnish, chunky 
local bread and pickle.
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Visit to the Museum of East Anglian Life and Bury St Edmunds, 
Wednesday 23 July 2014

Why not join us on what promises to be a very interesting day out. We hope to arrive at the 
Museum of East Anglian Life at 10.00 am where we will be able to discover the History and 
Natural World of East Anglian Life including a visit to Abbots Hall and Walled Garden , 
explore restored historic buildings, discover fascinating East Anglian crafts and gypsy 
culture and perhaps a visit to Crowe Street Workersʼ Cottages to name but a few. We 
realise that you will not have time to visit everything but hope that this visit will whet your 
appetite to return at a later date.  You will have time to visit The Osier Cafe for morning 
coffee/ early lunch before we leave for Bury St Edmunds at 1.00 pm. We have a little time 
to do some sightseeing before meeting up at approximately 3.00 pm for our guided walk 
around this wonderful market town.

We will leave Felixstowe at 8.30 am from Garrison Lane Car Park and pick up en route at 
Great Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road Trimley and then onto the 
Museum of East Anglian Life. We expect to arrive back in Felixstowe between 5.30 and 
6.00 pm.

The cost for this day visit is £25.50 per person and includes coach hire and a tip for our 
driver, entry to the Museum of East Anglian Life and the Guided Walk in Bury St Edmunds.

 

Felixstowe Youth Society

!
The Felixstowe Youth Society was inaugurated on Monday 18 November at 7.30pm at 
Felixstowe Town Hall. Jan Garfield, the Mayor of Felixstowe,  performed the official 
opening. 
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This group of young people, under the Chairmanship of Michael 
Meredith,  were then entertained by local historian Phil Hadwen 
with a talk on the early history of Felixstowe. After a brief question 
and answer session the young members had time to socialise and 
talk with several  adult members of The Felixstowe Society who 
supported this event.

The Felixstowe Youth Society has aims very similar to those of The 
Felixstowe Society:

a) To stimulate an interest in our town in the young people of 
Felixstowe

b) To encourage youngsters in Felixstowe and the surrounding 
area to enquire about standards of planning, building and developing of architectural 
properties

c) To foster an interest in the history of our area

d) To help make aware the excellent architectural features that our town possesses

e) To hold regular meetings to encourage young people to become more involved in the 
above points by listening to informed speakers, by holding events that highlight the above 
points, and to develop a group mentality that helps social integration

f)  To support and help The Felixstowe Society in various ways, when needed.

They would like to be a separate society, which runs itself, but they feel that they would 
need to be affiliated to The Felixstowe Society for mentoring, guidance and some financial 
support.

They envisage that their members would be 15 to 18 years of age

They plan to hold speaker meetings in September, November, February and April with their 
AGM taking place at the September meeting.

During the summer and non-speaker months they intend to hold social events, trips, visits 
and other Felixstowe related activities.

There is no subscription, but youngsters must register to be part of the group.

Activities would hopefully be self-funding.

They envisage three adult  members of The Felixstowe Society to be part of their 
committee in an advisory capacity.

The Felixstowe Society Executive Committee has recommended that The Felixstowe 
Youth Society be affiliated to The Felixstowe Society at a committee meeting on Monday 
8th February 2014 and hopes that this will be ratified, at the next AGM, by The Felixstowe 
Society members.

Since their founding The Felixstowe Youth Society has held a Christmas party, had a very 
informative speaker evening at Felixstowe`s Town Hall where three local characters, Felix 
Newson, Jean Macpherson and Phil Hadwen, spoke about their memories of their 
schooling in Felixstowe and they have also had a talk from Jan and John Garfield, who 
spoke about "their" Felixstowe. 
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Some members of the  
Youth Society (left to 
right)

Chloe Stygall

Natasha Bulloch

Keelan Swift - Stalley

Hannah Carroll

Sean Bennett

Adult members of The Felixstowe Society are most welcome at these events.

The Youth Society Chairman feels that, "Anyone who lives in Felixstowe should be aware 
of its fantastic history; unfortunately not enough of our young people are aware of just how 
much important history is around them. This is one of the major reasons for forming The 
Felixstowe Youth Society".

Sean Bennett, the Vice-Chairman says that, "I think it is important that the youth of 
Felixstowe have a say as to the future of the town and have a chance to make a difference 
to the town in which they live".

Future events include a guided walk around a part of Felixstowe, taking part in The 
Felixstowe Society`s Beach-clean, a trip to London, a summer garden party and the AGM.

Any young person, or parent who feels that they would like their son or daughter to be a 
part of this group, should contact Michael Meredith (01394 286008), or visit the Felixstowe 
Youth Society page on www.felixstowesociety.org 

Theresa Green

Felixstowe Walkers

ʻFelixstowe Walkersʼ is the walking group of The Felixstowe Society. We organise a walk 
roughly once a fortnight.  Walks are usually between two and three miles and last no more 
than an hour.  In nearly all cases we begin and end at a café or pub to socialise after the 
walk.

 Regular walking is good for both your physical and mental health, as many of our group 
will testify.  It is also a good way to get to know the area and make new friends. We cater 
for a range of abilities and as long as you are medically fit to walk you are very welcome to 
join us.  
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We have had a number of good walks since our early spring programme which was 
published in the last Newsletter.  On 27 January we had a lovely walk in the Rendlesham 
Forest.  Despite the bad weather earlier in the month, and the resulting mud, the walk was 
very well attended.  This was unfortunately not the case on 11 February when wind and 
rain put off all but a few hearty souls from a walk from the Suffolk Food Hall. Those of us 
who braved the weather had a pleasant, if ʻbracingʼ, walk.  The sun smiled on us however 
on our next walk from St Maryʼs Walton.  We had a record 45 people come on the walk 
and Fairtrade drinks and homemade cakes were enjoyed afterwards.  The subsequent 
walk in Trimley also had fine weather and a good attendance. 

The next programme is printed at the end of this article.  We have incorporated a coach 
trip to Walberswick and Southwold on 3 June.  Transport has been arranged by Keith Horn 
and is described in the ʻvisitsʼ section of the Newsletter on page 5.  The first point of pick 
up will be from the Garrison Lane car park at 9.30 am and we aim to be back in Felixstowe 
between 4.00 and 4.30 pm.  The walk itself will be from Walberswick to Southwold and will 
last about an hour.  The walk is on good paths with only minor slopes.  There will be plenty 
of time for lunch and sightseeing in Southwold and the return coach will be from the pier 
car park.  Booking is essential and the trip is only available to Felixstowe Society 
members. Non walkers are also welcome.

If you would like to receive a copy of our programme by email contact us at 
felixstowewalkers@hotmail.co.uk. Programmes will also be available at Felixstowe Society 
meetings, via the Felixstowe Society website, at walks and from the Library and the Tourist 
Information Centre. Our new programme of walks is as follows:

Walks from  May to August 2014

Wednesday 14 May   Landguard
Take a walk around the nature reserve and finish at the new viewpoint café
Meet at 10.30 at the car park outside the entrance to the fort
Distance 2 ½ miles Grade 2

Thursday 29 May    Old Felixstowe
A walk along the cliffs in Old Felixstowe and return via the Dip
Meet at 10.30 at Brackenbury Sports Centre
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 2

Tuesday 3 June    Outing to Walberswick & Southwold
This visit must be booked in advance and further details are available in this Newsletter on 
page 5

Friday 13 June    Kirton
A walk around the countryside near Kirton
Meet at 11.00 outside the White Horse Inn
Distance 2 ½ miles Grade 2

Thursday 26 June    Fair Trade Walk
A walk from the United Reformed Church in Orwell Road followed by Fair Trade coffee and 
cakes in the church hall
Meet at 10.30 outside the church
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 1
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Monday 14 July    Woodbridge
A Summer walk along the banks of the River Deben
Meet at 10.30 outside Deben Pool
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 2

Tuesday 29 July    Felixstowe Promenade
A Summer walk along the promenade.
Meet at 10.30 on the prom. opposite the Fludyer Arms Hotel
Distance 2 ½ miles  Grade 1

Wednesday 13 August   Alton Water
A Summer Walk in the coutryside near Alton Water
Meet at 11.00 in the car park at the visitor centre off the A137 Holbrook -Tattingstone Road 
( Car park charges are applied)
Distance 2 ¾ miles  Grade 3

Thursday 28 August   Waldringfield
A walk through fields and along the river bank
Meet at 11.00 in the car park behind the Maybush public house
Distance 2 ½ miles Grade 3

Please note that the distances quoted are the maximum and we can accommodate 
shorter walks where required. 

Grading system:
1) On easy flat good surfaces  
2) Mostly on the level but can be muddy in places!
3) Generally good surfaces but some moderate slopes and mud in wet weather 
4) More challenging – may include steeper slopes, rough ground and mud in wet weather

The Felixstowe Walkers are part of The Felixstowe Society and regular walkers will be 
expected to become members of The Society. Annual membership is £7, or £10 for two 
adults at the same address. For further details of membership see the last two pages of 
this Newsletter. Copies of the above programme can be obtained from the Library, Tourist 
Information Centre or e-mail felixstowewalkers@hotmail.co.uk.

Laurence Gilbert

The ʻEuropean Gatewayʼ Memorial Plaque

During the morning of 19 December 2013 a large group of people, many from The 
Felixstowe Society and several survivors of the disaster, attended the unveiling ceremony 
of the plaque for the victims of the "European Gateway" disaster.
 
On 19 December 1982 the "European Gateway", en route to Europort and about two miles 
out of Felixstowe collided with the "Speedlink Vanguard", chartered by British Rail`s 
Sealink. The Vanguard`s forward hull was severely damaged, but the vessel managed to 
make its way into Harwich. However the Gateway was not so fortunate. At first she listed 
45 degrees and then rolled over onto her starboard side and sank. There were seventy 
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people on board, six lost their lives. Survivors were saved by the Trinity House pilots, who 
were quickly at the scene. It appears from the inquest that both masters misinterpreted 
each other's instructions and both vessels took the same evasive action.

The memorial plaque was dedicated by The Rev. I Smith and then unveiled by the Mayor 
Jan Garfield supported by Mike Deacon. The monument had been made by HL Perfitt  Ltd 
of Diss and was sponsored by The Felixstowe Society and the East of England Co-

operative Society.

This memorial came about by the interest from 
BBC Suffolk radio, who on interviewing the then 
mayor Mike Deacon, was surprised that no 
monument to this disaster existed and 
consequently Mike Deacon contacted The 
Felixstowe Society and others who might be 
interested. The end result was this 
commemorative plaque.

Anne Trim
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Norman Scarfe - Historian of East Anglia who worked for the 
conservation of his native Suffolk

Norman Scarfe died on the 2 March at the age of 90. He was born in Felixstowe in 1923 
and was educated at the townʼs grammar school and later at Kingʼs School, Canterbury 
before going up to Oxford University to study PPE.

After war service he took a second degree in Medieval History which inspired his interest 
in local and regional history and the English landscape.

He wrote “The Suffolk Landscape” (1972) and “Suffolk: A Shell Guide” (1960) which was 
followed by further Shell guides for Essex and Cambridgeshire.

In 1963 he moved to Shingle Street where he devoted his time to the conservation and 
preservation of all that is best in East Anglia; he wrote and carried our research until he 
was well into his eighties by which time he was living in Woodbridge. He was awarded an 
MBE in 1994.

In 1958 he founded the Suffolk Records Society (for which he oversaw work on eight 
volumes of the letters of John Constable) and in the 1960s helped to establish the 
Museum of East Anglian Rural Life.

He led more than 100 excursions for the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History and 
was involved in the early days of the Suffolk Preservation Society and the Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust.

From 1988 to 2001 he immersed himself in translating and editing the works of François 
de la Rochefoucauld who, with his brother and their tutor, had travelled in Britain on the 
eve of the French Revolution. He published his research in a book entitled: “A 
Frenchmanʼs Year in Suffolk”.

He was recognised as an inspiring and generous teacher who supported a wide circle of 
East Anglian historians and he served as the chairman of the committee of the Centre for 
East Anglian Studies at the University of East Anglia.

(Taken from an obituary which appeared in the “Daily Telegraph”)

Roger Baker 

Felixstoweʼs Twin Towns
Talk on Tuesday 26 November 2013

A most enjoyable evening was had by all when the former mayors Richard Holland and 
Mike Deacon spoke to our Society about Wesel and Saltzwedel respectively.

Richard told us exactly where Wesel was in Germany and he explained its fascinating 
history, including how Wesel came to be a town; being situated on the river Rhine was 
certainly a major factor. At present it has about 63,000 inhabitants and has a rather 

13



modern setting because of the 97% destruction which occurred during WWII. We were 
shown a fine set of photographs of the town, ones that certainly encouraged us to visit. 
With Wesel only being about an hour`s drive from the Hook of Holland maybe our 
members will take up the opportunity to go.

Saltzwedel has a close relationship with Wesel, the towns are twinned, as many of the 
population of Wesel were resettled there after the terrible bombing in the second world 
war. It obviously followed that Felixstowe having twinned with Wesel in 1974 would at 
some stage be twinned with its partner and this happened in 1994.  

Michael Deacon informed us of the exact position on a map of Saltzwedel and then took 
us through a short history of the town followed by a selection of attractive photographs of 
the town. Certainly another place well worth a visit. 

The evening concluded with a brief question and answer session. The Felixstowe Society 
expressed its appreciation to both our fine speakers for a very enlightening evening.

Theresa Green

New Design in the Historic Environment
Talk by Robert Scrimgeour on Tuesday 28 January 2014

Suffolk Coastalʼs Senior Design and Conservation Officer, gave a well-illustrated and 
insightful talk about aspects of design which need to be considered when building new 
designs within an historic environment.

Towns reflect historic changes over time from the wattle and daub techniques used in 
Anglo-Saxon villages to the concrete and steel constructions so prevalent today. Robert 
Scrimgeour notes the use of brick, as seen in these photos of various Felixstowe buildings, 
which reflects the changing appearance of a town through brick technology.

Robert highlighted the construction of the Aldeburgh Water Tower as an example of a 
nineteenth century cast iron structure with a brick exterior. The Arts and Craft style was 
reflected in bay windows, round chimneys and white walls. A townʼs economic fortunes 
were mirrored in building design as evidenced in the high status timber buildings in 
Lavenham.
The Queenʼs House at Greenwich is cited by Robert as a most revolutionary building. As a 
seventeenth century design, it is a series of cubes joined together with a void on the first 
floor. It is mathematically proportioned and designed according to artistic principles.
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In his talk, Robert also asked who cares about the old buildings? He cited the example of 
Berwick Castle which was demolished to make way for Berwick railway station!
What are the different ways of designing new buildings within an historic context? Robert 
gave the example of the Denys Lasdun designed Royal College of Physicians.

The main façade of the building is Lasdunʼs modern take on a classical portico. The whole 
design and building materials harmonise with the surrounding buildings designed by John 
Nash in the nineteenth century. The Fludyer Arms was also mentioned as an example of a 
modern glass structure, designed to accommodate a staircase, being added to the existing  
Edwardian building.

Robertʼs talk was a thoughtful, sometimes provocative, review of architectural design with 
relevance to the current state of building design in Felixstowe.

Bev Boyce

Felixstoweʼs Seafront Gardens
Talk by Corinne Cappell on Tuesday 25 February 2014

In the town, the renovation of the Seafront Gardens has caused much comment and 
frustration since the work halted last September. Corinne Cappell, the Project Manager for 
the Seafront Gardens project, gave an informative overview of the current state of the 
project and the plans for the restoration.
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Corinne reminded us that no Council Tax money had been used for the project. £2.1 
million has been given through the Heritage Lottery Fund, Suffolk Coastal has contributed 
£400,000 with the remaining £108,000 provided by the Haven Gateway Partnership. It is a 
flagship project for Felixstowe and Suffolk Coastal District Council.
The vision for the restoration is to:
ʻrestore, adapt and enhance the heritage asset of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens to 
maintain its cultural and historic significance, renew its cherished place with residents and 
visitors alike and extend its accessibility and appeal to a new generation and wider 
audience.ʼ 
Corinne then took us through the eight sections of the garden to show the new features. 
For example, the Town Hall section will have a new shelter constructed, in part, from 
sustainable materials. There had been some concern that skateboarders would skate 
through the portholes, designed within the shelter, so stainless steel panels will be added.

Globe lights and the restored pond are features in the Pram Walk section. It was clear 
from the talk that the Project team has been keen to involve the townʼs schools in the 
design of certain features. This is evident in the Pram Walk where pupils have designed 
new railings to surround the Clock Pond.
Creating step- free access is a feature of the Ivy Terrace and Ranelagh steps section. On 
the approach to the Spa Pavilion, the invasive vines have already been cleared to reveal 
the original terracing. Schools have been asked to design a town crest which will feature in 
this section of the garden.
The Round and Octagonal shelters, on the other side of the Pavilion, will receive facelifts. 
Additionally, the Rose Garden will be replanted. Corinne noted that there had been a 
proliferation of fish in the Round Pond, presumably as a result of donations from the 
general public who needed to re-house unwanted goldfish!
The Gardens only have two gardeners at present but they are assisted by volunteers from 
the Friends of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens. By contacting Corinne Cappell at the Town 
Hall, anyone can volunteer to be part of this initiative. New planting will not involve bedding 
plants which come in pots of peat. In order to gain Green Flag status, peat cannot be used 
in the gardens. The local Fuchsia Society will be assisting with the planting of 600 hardy 
Fuchsia; not a pruning job for the faint-hearted.
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Community involvement in the gardens is another strong feature of the Project. Corinne 
showed a number of slides of organised events such as the Nesting Box Workshop and 
Pram Day. All details of events and much more information can be found on the Projectʼs 
website - www.felixstoweseafrontgardens.org.uk
Corinne gave an honest assessment of the current state of the project and showed a real 
enthusiasm for restoring the gardens to their former glory.

Bev Boyce

Press Release - Felixstory - A Dramatic Promenade
Presented over four weekends – Black & White Productions present 

FELIXSTORY – A DRAMATIC PROMENADE by Suzanne Hawkes

Focusing on characters connected with Felixstoweʼs history – the performance will start at 
The Orwell Hotel – after which the audience will be bussed to various locations to witness 
short scenes from the life of the town, finishing back at the Orwell in time for lunch or 
perhaps High Tea in the Buttery*.

Dates for the performances will be;
19 & 20 July,  2 & 3 August,  23 & 24 August, 13 &14 September

There will be two performances a day starting at 10 am in the morning and 2 pm in the 
afternoon, apart from Sunday 3 August and Saturday 13 September when there will be an 
afternoon performance only.  
  
Tickets will be £10/£9 and will be available from the beginning of June at:

Felixstowe Tourist Information, Undercliff Rd, Felixstowe
Abbeygate Lighting on The Triangle, Felixstowe

Or by phoning 01394 279613
 
 *(not included in the ticket price)
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Black & White Productions specialises in drama rooted in local history – previous projects 
have included ʻIn Health and in Sickness- The History of The Bartletʼ, ʻThomas Wolsey  - 
The Rise and Fallʼ, ʻGiles!ʼ and of course ʻHarryʼs Barʼ.

Codes, Ciphers, Enigma
Talk by Joyce Kimber on Tuesday 25 March 2014

Did you know that in Ancient Greece, a message was tattooed on the shaved head of a 
slave and then hidden by the hair which afterwards grew over it, and later exposed by 
shaving the head again - not an urgent message then?

This was one of the many fascinating 
aspects of Joyce Kimberʼs talk about  
Steganography, the art of hidden 
writing codes and ciphers. Joyce led 
us through the use of Scytale, the 
Caesar Square, Caesar Shift, 
Playfair Cypher leading to the use of 
the Enigma machine and the 
magnificent code breakers of 
Bletchley Park.
    
Quite rightly, Joyce Kimber paid 
tribute to the efforts of code breakers 
Alan Turing, Bill Tutte and John 
Tiltman. Also recognition of the work 
of Polish cryptoanalysts whose 

deduction of the internal wiring of the Enigma 
wheels was crucial. By January 1945 there were 
6,800 women working at Bletchley at a time when 
there were some 2,200 men there. Mavis Batey 
and Joan Clarke ranked amongst the best 
cryptoanalysts at Bletchley. Joyce Kimber also 
relates the efforts of some chap called Ian Fleming 
to obtain German naval coding machines- alas the 
plan failed as Fleming was no James Bond.

The intensity of the work at Bletchley was further 
increased by the Germansʼ development of the 
Lorenz 12 rotor machine which delivered 
messages via teleprinter. The Lorenz used the 
Baudot code which was very different from the 
coding used by the Enigma. Once again, brilliant 
minds at Bletchley cracked the coding.

Another unsung hero, Tommy Flowers, designed 
Heath Robinson which was the first machine to 

decrypt the Lorenz machine cyphers. Flowers later developed Colossus which supported 
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the pioneering work of Alan Turing in developing the idea of computing. We must not forget 
that the British invented computing- not the Americans- despite what they may say!
Joyce Kimber gave us a fascinating history of secret writing. Judging by the number of 
people who took the puzzle sheets at the end of the talk, there are plenty of us who enjoy 
breaking codes. There is an excellent book- ʻThe Secret Life of Bletchley Parkʼ by Sinclair 
McKay which gives a fascinating account of the ʻtexture and flavourʼ of life at Bletchley.

Bev Boyce

Following the most enthralling talk by Joyce Kimber about codes, secret writing and the 
Enigma machine, several members expressed a desire to visit Bletchley Park.   Felixstowe 
Travel Watch is running a coach trip to the Park on Saturday, 12 July.   If you would like to 
take seats on the coach, please contact Mrs G Esmarch on 285379 for information.
.

Research Corner No. 20 - John Cyril Porte
Many of you will have obtained a copy of the souvenir 
booklet, which was published last year and sponsored by The 
Felixstowe Society, commemorating the centenary of 
Seaplanes-Felixstowe. This booklet also served as a 
programme for the excellent air-show put on by the 
Felixstowe Town Council on 5 August to recognise the one 
hundred years of seaplane history in our town. 

Some of the names in this publication are well-known to us 
all - Winston Churchill, Frank Whittle and T E Shaw 
(Lawrence of Arabia), to name but three, but one name is 
almost the most important in the booklet and little is actually 
said about him.

John Cyril Porte, a flying boat pioneer, was born on 26 
February 1884 in County Cork, Ireland.  He joined the Royal 
Navy in 1898 and trained aboard HMS Britannia, a cadet 
training ship at Dartmouth, before joining the battleship HMS 
Royal Oak. At this time this vessel was considered one of the 
best all-round warships in the world, displacing over 14,000 

tons, with a top speed of 18.2 knots, a complement over seven hundred men and a partial 
belt of eighteen inch thick steel.

In 1906 he transferred to the Royal Navy Submarine Service (the Royal Navy`s use of 
submarines began in 1901) and trained on HMS Thames, a protected second-class cruiser 
and depot ship, and then on submarines. He was attached to HMS B3 in 1908, then on the 
submarine depot ship HMS Mercury in Portsmouth before being assigned to HMS C38 on 
31 March 1910, the day this submarine was commissioned from its builder Vickers of 
Barrow. While serving on submarines Porte contracted TB and was discharged in 1911 
with the rank of Lieutenant,RN.

Porte had learnt to fly before the end of 1910 using a light-weight monoplane, a Santos-
Dumont Demoiselle, which he had built himself. He gained his flying certificate (No. 548) 
with the Aero Club de France on 28 July 1911 flying a Deperdussin monoplane at Reims 
airfield. The week before he had attempted to take part in the Daily Mail Circuit of Britain, 
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which started and finished at Brooklands in Surrey, flying the first British built 60hp Anzani 
Deperdussin, but suffered an accident four hundred yards after take-off and took no further 
part.

He became the joint Managing Director and test pilot for the British Deperdussin Company, 
a company that was the first to establish a British factory for the manufacture of a foreign 
aircraft. Porte flew the company`s aircraft in air races at Hendon Aerodrome.
In 1913 he developed an interest in flying boats and in the October of that year met Glenn 
Curtiss, the American aircraft designer, at George Volk`s Seaplane Base on Brighton`s 
seafront. During 1914 they worked together, in the USA, on a design for the America flying 
boat, which was planned to fly across the North Atlantic Ocean thereby winning a $50,000 
cash prize offered by the Daily Mail, supported by Lord Northcliffe and the London Anglo-
American Exhibition, which was being held at the Great White City, Shepherd`s Bush. 
Another $5,000 was offered by Victoria Woodhall Martin as well as a silver trophy on 
behalf of the Women`s Aerial League of Great Britain. Unfortunately events of 4th August 
1914, when Britain declared war on Germany, stopped this plan and Porte boarded the 
Lusitania in New York and headed for England.

Despite his indifferent health, when he returned to England he was recommissioned into 
the Royal Naval Air Service and given command of a training unit at Hendon Aerodrome 
followed by the naval air base Seaplanes-Felixstowe during 1915. While in this position he 
recommended the purchase of Curtiss H-4 flying boats, a military version of their earlier 
twin 100hp America flying boat design. These early flying boats did not have sufficient 
power and they were soon re-engined at Felixstowe with Anzani 10-cylinder power plants. 
More of these aircraft were ordered, but their 160hp Curtiss engines were soon replaced 
with 250hp Rolls-Royce Falcon engines, and were then known as H-12s or Large 
Americas.

20



Porte`s first design to be implemented in Felixstowe was the Felixstowe Porte Baby, a 
large three-engined biplane flying boat powered by one central pusher and two outboard 
tractor Rolls-Royce Eagle engines. The Felixstowe F1 was Porte`s modification of a 
Curtiss H-4 with a superior hull, specially designed to improve its hydrodynamic qualities, 
which made taxiing, take-off and landing much easier. The Felixstowe F2 was another 
Porte modification of the larger Curtiss H-12 flying boat, which proved greatly superior to 
the original Curtiss boat. Seaplanes-Felixstowe continued its role as a seaplane 
experimental station and the Felixstowe type flying boats continued to be enlarged and 
improved- the Felixstowe F3 and F5 were the result.
 

Porte`s final design was the 123ft wing-span, five-engined Felixstowe Fury tri-plane, also 
known as the Porte Super-Baby or the Felixstowe Fury. In view of the intense competition
in 1919 to achieve the first transatlantic flight it was intended to ship the Felixstowe Fury to 
the USA to be the first aircraft to achieve this feat. However the first Atlantic crossing was 
achieved by the Curtiss NC-4 which reached Lisbon on 27 May 1919 and the first non-stop 
crossing by Alcock and Brown, a few weeks later, led to the abandonment of this project.

The Felixstowe type flying boats were mainly used on long range patrols to look for the 
High Seas Fleet (the German Imperial Navy) and look for German submarines as part of 
"The Spider`s Web" strategy. However these  aircraft were used successfully to intercept 
Zeppelins. To avoid this the dirigibles were forced to fly higher and as a way to counter this 
Porte developed the first composite aircraft experiment in 1916. A Porte Baby flying boat 
carried a Bristol Scout fighter "piggyback". The flying boat would provide the long range 
while the fighter could be released and then climb rapidly to engage the enemy craft. On 
17 May 1916, with Porte at the controls of the flying boat Flight Lieutenant M J Day 
successfully flew the Scout over Harwich after its release in the one and only trial flight. 
After some consideration this scheme was abandoned as impractical for North Sea 
conditions.

Several hundred Porte designs were built for war-time patrols off the east coast of Britain, 
for naval reconnaissance around the Mediterranean Sea and some were even sold to the 
United States for coastal patrols. These flying boats were armed with torpedoes and depth 
charges so they were able to attack ships and U-boats. The success of the Porte designs 

21



was that the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company manufactured the F5 as the F5L and 
Aeromarine 75. While Porte was at Felixstowe he received various Naval, RNAS and RAF 
ranks due to the re-organisation of these different aviation groups- Lieutenant 
Commander, Wing Commander and Lieutenant Colonel. He was pensioned with the rank 
of Colonel.

On 25 July 1917 Porte, along with William Augustus Casson and Lyman J Seeley were 
indicted in London`s Central Criminal Court on charges of profiteering. Before the war 
Porte was given 20-25% commission on all Curtiss flying boats that he sold. William 
Casson, who was the commission agent, continued to pay Porte between August 1914 
and 24 July 1917 when he was in the position of ordering aircraft on behalf of the Navy. He 
was accused of receiving £48,000. The charges against Porte were dropped on the return 
of this money and in view of his failing health and important war service.
In November 1917 Porte was recommended for the Distinguished Service Order, but this 
was refused at the highest level. "In view of the special circumstances of this officer`s case 
the First Lord (of the Admiralty) is not prepared to consider any decoration for past 
services".

Porte joined the Gosport Aircraft Company in August 1919 and designed a series of flying 
boats, but none of these were ever built because on 22 October he died in Brighton of 
tuberculosis aged 35! Initially he was buried in Brighton, but later re-interred at West 
Norwood Cemetery beside members of his family. His monument is a cross and anchor.
On 19 September, shortly before his death, Porte was awarded the US Navy Distinguished 
Service Medal by Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy on behalf of Woodrow Wilson, 
President of the United States of America. "The President of the United States of America 
takes pleasure in presenting the Navy Distinguished Service Medal to Lieutenant Colonel J 
C Porte, British Expeditionary Forces, for exceptionally meritorious and distinguished 
service in a position of great responsibility to the Government of the United States, as a 
member of Allied Force during World War I.” The award was announced posthumously in 
the London Gazette on 12 December 1919. 

Sir Walter Alexander Raleigh in his book "The War in the Air" summed up the importance 
of Porte`s work during WWI as follows, "The shortest possible list of those who saved this 
country in its hour of need would have to include him".
Maybe a candidate for a Felixstowe Society Plaque in the future?

Phil Hadwen

The Felixstowe Society - Architectural Survey 2014
There is a need nowadays for seaside towns to publicise themselves to attract as many 
visitors as possible, unlike sixty years ago when Felixstowe was a popular holiday resort. 

Apart from all the obvious features pertaining to our town there is one outstanding feature 
that seems to have been overlooked! We are truly blessed in Felixstowe with a magnificent 
variety of Victorian, Edwardian and modern properties and surely the time has now come 
for the Town`s publicity machine to put this matter right. 

There is not another town of our size with such a wonderful variety of architecture and The 
Felixstowe Society thought that it was time for us to canvass our members regarding their 
favourite buildings. Therefore we invite every member to choose five buildings in each of 
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three sections and then send, phone or e-mail your selection to Phil Hadwen, 54,Fairfield 
Avenue, Felixstowe IP11 9JJ, 01394 286008, phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk or pass it to a 
member of the committee who will see that it is presented. 

If all 500+ members chose we would have a fantastic list that would show us just which 
buildings you favour and it would provide a good start to our Heritage Weekend in 
September, where a number of buildings will be open.

SECTION A - Public buildings
In this section we include hotels, the town hall, blocks of flats or apartments, shops, banks, 
churches, etc.
An example of five possible buildings could be: Harvest House, the Town Hall, the Palace 
cinema and bingo hall, St Andrew`s Church and the Orwell Hotel

SECTION B - Private houses
Any private dwelling that was built between 1860 and 1940
We have a massive selection from which to choose and this may well be the hardest 
section to pick just five properties.

SECTION C -  Any building erected or redeveloped post second world war.
eg: the Customs Building, China House, the Fludyer Arms Hotel, Bethesda Baptist Church, 
33 Ferry Road. Again you will be surprised at the number from which to choose.
It would be possible to include one or more of your Section A choices in this category.

The results will be published in our September Newsletter and there will be no names 
mentioned, so with your selections it is not necessary to include your name if you don`t 
wish to, but please vote. Remember it is one submission per member, so if there are two 
of you in your household you can submit two selections.
              

 The choice is yours! Do please vote on the enclosed voting form

Will any of these buildings shown below be included in your list?
! (from top to bottom we have examples of Section A, Section B, and Section C)

23

mailto:phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk


! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Felixstowe & Offshore Radio
On Good Friday, March 27 1964, Felixstowe became the focus of attention, as a radio 
revolution started in the United Kingdom, with an offshore radio station moored on a boat 
three & a half miles off our coast. The station was Radio Caroline, and the boat the MV 
Fredericia, renamed the MV Caroline, reputedly in honour of Caroline Kennedy, by its 
founder, Irishman Ronan O'Rahilly.

Before Caroline, there was only the BBC Light & Home Service, the fluctuating signal of 
Radio Luxembourg, American Forces Network (AFN) from West Germany, or the Dutch 
offshore station Radio Veronica. Caroline introduced commercial radio to the UK, but the 
story could have been very different.

Allan Crawford, the man behind the second offshore station, Radio Atlanta, had bought the 
vessel that would become the Mi Amigo, in 1962, and in early autumn of that year, the ship  
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was anchored in the Thames Estuary, ready to commence broadcasting. The last minute 
withdrawal of some financial backers meant that the station never made it to air at that 
time.

By early 1964, O'Rahilly was also putting his offshore station together, having been 
frustrated at being unable to get Luxembourg to play new releases by Georgie Fame, 
whom he managed, because all its shows were sponsored by the large record companies. 
Both vessels were being prepared in Greenore, Ireland, at the port owned by O'Rahilly's 
father. 

Crawford was led to believe that Caroline would be moored in the Irish Sea, broadcasting 
to the north of England, Scotland & Ireland, while Atlanta would again moor in the Thames 
Estuary, broadcasting to London and the south east. Various attempts to sabotage the 
other appear to have taken place, as both stations wanted to be the first on air, but helped 
no doubt by being in the 'family' port, O'Rahilly's boat was the first to leave on March 23, 
but headed south, not north!

When viewed from the 
seafront, the MV 
Caroline was moored 
to the north, more 
towards Bawdsey. The 
choice of site was 
dictated by the need to 
be close to a supply 
port (Harwich) and to 
be able to get a signal 
into London, offering 
the largest population 
reach for potential 
advertisers.

Test transmissions 
began on the 27th on 
201 metres on the 
medium waveband, 
moving to 197 metres 
the following morning, 
before officially starting 

broadcasting at midday on the 28th. Simon Dee made the first 'live' announcement, saying 
'This is Radio Caroline on 199, your all day music station', followed by Christopher Moore 
on tape, with the first record played being 'Not Fade Away' by the Rolling Stones. 199 was 
chosen to rhyme with Caroline, although 197 metres was the actual frequency used.

The impact of the station was immediate, with Felixstowe seeing many visitors coming to 
look at the boat from the shore, and/or taking trips out to get a closer look. A Felixstowe 
Times headline from early April read 'UDC (Urban District Council) to advertise on Radio 
Caroline?', following the matter being raised during a meeting of the Council, while the 
April 18 edition featured a story and pictures of Round Table members Arthur Spraggons, 
Toby Hosegood & Mike Leighton on board the ship, seeking ways to give publicity to the 
Carnival, which the Round Table were running. They seemed to have some success, as 

25



the Carnival Queen, Andrea Cooper, was crowned by DJ Simon Dee at the Pier Pavilion in 
June. 

The station formed a 'Caroline Club' where members received various items, including a 
booklet where Felixstowe was 'put on the map', although the text placed it in Essex!

Another early visitor, taken out from Felixstowe Ferry by a member of the Brinkley family, 
was Clement Freud, who then wrote about his trip in an article in the Sunday Telegraph. 
Dilys Calver, then living in Wadgate Road, remembers taking three trips out to sail around 
the MV Caroline, and has some great photos as proof. She is also mentioned in Keith 
Skuesʼ excellent book 'Pop Went the Pirates', which is a great source of information on all 
things relating to 'watery wireless'.

Back in Ireland, the Mi Amigo eventually left Greenore on April 17, and anchored off 
Frinton-on-Sea ten days later, approximately 14 miles south of Caroline. Test 
transmissions did not commence, however, until the evening of May 9, and using 
Caroline's frequency of 197m after she had closed down at 6pm! Three days later, Atlanta 
officially started broadcasting, but on 201m.

Back on land, the popularity of Caroline seems to have led to the apparently good idea of 
opening a Caroline Coffee Bar in Felixstowe, where the station could best be viewed from 
land. Thus, on Saturday July 4, the Caroline Snack & Coffee Bar opened on the corner of 
Langer and Beach Station Road, with DJs Gerry Duncan, Simon Dee and maybe Carl 
Conway there. 

Unfortunately, it was overtaken by events, as two days before Caroline and Atlanta had 
announced their merger, and after closing down that evening, the MV Caroline left 
Felixstowe and sailed to within a mile of the Mi Amigo at Frinton, to enable exchanges of 
personnel and equipment. She then sailed on the 4th, round the south and west coasts, 
until reaching the Isle of Man on Monday 6th, broadcasting as she went, to become 
Caroline North, while the Mi Amigo stayed off Frinton, operating as Caroline South.

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Coffee Bar apparently did not last very long, and instead of 
becoming the first of many, appears to have been the only one that was ever opened. 
The Caroline connection with the town remained however, with DJs making personal 
appearances at a variety events. The Felixstowe Times reported a visit by Carl Conway to 
Kirton for the Royal British Legion Women's section social and dance in October 1964, 
while 'Daffy' Don Allen crowned the Queen at the first ever East Anglian Scooter 
Association rally, held in Langer Park.

Another venture which had a longer life, was the Saint Coffee Bar in Manning Road, which 
was opened by Tony Blackburn. It is believed that Caroline DJ Paul Noble was financially 
involved to some degree, and may indeed have come from Felixstowe himself. Other DJs, 
such as Keith Skues & Colin Berry hosted popular dance evenings at the Pier Pavilion

Other Felixstowe people with a definite offshore connection included Chris Gosling, who 
was a DJ on Tower Radio during 1965/6, based on the Sunk Head Tower, later blown up 
by Royal Marines in August 1967. Another was Nick Meyer, who worked as a steward and 
deckhand on the Laissez-Faire, home to Radio England and other stations, moored off 
Walton on the Naze, and visible from Felixstowe, in 1966/7.

26



Having led the way with commercial radio, Caroline was soon joined by these and other 
stations, based on boats and wartime forts, with Radio London, on board the MV Galaxy, 
again off Clacton, being the most popular.

On 12 January 1966, the MV Galaxy broke adrift from her mooring during the night, but 
was towed back into position by the Felixstowe based tug 'Kent' in the afternoon. Eight 
days later, the Mi Amigo also came adrift, and was beached at Holland-on-Sea. 'Kent' once 
again set out, but was stood down. One of the coastguards who assisted in the rescue of 
the radio staff by beeches buoy, was John Rowland, who was living in Felixstowe when he 
died a few years ago.

Another Felixstowe tug, which came to the rescue of the Cheeta II (the temporary 
replacement for the Mi Amigo), was the 'Agama', and this and the 'Kent' were both owned 
by Gaselee & Sons Ltd. When Radio London required an underwater inspection of the 
Galaxy in 1967, the work was undertaken by Bill & John Milner of Felixstowe.

The supply of Caroline South & Radio London were all carried out from Harwich, usually 
using the offshore tender, but this changed in June 1966, when proposed development 
saw the tendering transferred to Felixstowe Dock by the Harcourt Shipping Agency. 

Felixstowe once again had a direct link with the offshore stations, with the tender usually 
making a daily journey of about an hour out to the ships, supplying goods and personnel. 
During the 14 months that Felixstowe was the tendering base, many famous names 
passed through the locality – Johnnie Walker in his 'The Autobiography' writes of travelling 
to Felixstowe and booking into a hotel overlooking the sea.

Pat Wilson, then working at 
The Grand, where the 
Dutch tender crew stayed, 
took a trip out with them on 
Offshore I, along with Tony 
Blackburn and Tony 
Brandon  who were on their 
way to Radio London, while 
Charles Wright has a great 
video, shot by his late 
brother, of the tender 
arriving back into the Dock 
Basin, again with Tony 
Blackburn on board.

Two people who worked for 
Harcourt during this period 
were Andy Miller and Paul 
Versey. Andy can recall 
speaking with Ronan 
O'Rahilly on the telephone, 
following an on board 
dispute on the Mi Amigo, 
and also has a great story 
concerning the rescue by 
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helicopter of a BBC film crew off Sealand, which saw the designation of Felixstowe Dock 
for one day only as an official Customs Controlled Airport!

In July 1966 the Marine (Broadcasting) Offences Bill was introduced into Parliament as a 
first step towards outlawing the offshore stations, and this eventually became law at 
midnight on August 14 1967. Tenders continued to supply the ships right up to this date, 
with the last day being especially busy. Radio London closed down at 3pm, and the DJs, 
including John Peel & Ed Stewart, returned on 'Ocean Cock' to Felixstowe, to find lots of 
fans waiting to greet them. Radio Caroline, meanwhile, had announced that it would 
continue broadcasting in defiance of the new law, but some of the staff on the Mi Amigo 
decided to leave when Offshore I made its final visit from the Dock Basin, leaving the 
returning Johnnie Walker and Robbie Dale (with Ross Brown) to famously declare 
'Caroline continues'.

With the Act now in force, and the threat of fines or prison for anyone found guilty of 
breaking the law, what constituted an 'offence'? This was an issue just one month later 
when a Granada TV crew were refused a berth at the Dock, because they were intending 
to board the Mi Amigo to make a documentary. They were forced to spend 24 hours on 
board their boat, anchored outside the port, before eventually being allowed to dock. The 
boat they were on was a trawler named the Ross Dainty, which featured a name which 
was to have even more significance to Radio Caroline in the future.

The official tendering of the Mi Amigo was now to be made from Holland, but some staff 
were known to have quietly slipped ashore at various points on the east coast, including at 
Felixstowe Ferry, as noted by 'Martello' in one his 'Around the Town' Felixstowe Times 
columns in the autumn of 1967. 

Both Caroline ships continued broadcasting until March 2 1968, when tugs from the 
Wijsmuller Tender Company from Holland arrived to tow both vessels away, having not 
been paid for their services since late 1967. The Mi Amigo and Fredericia were towed to 
Amsterdam, where they were detained, with writs attached to their masts. 

So ended the first part of the story, but against all the odds, it was to begin again, and 
Felixstowe would continue to have 'links'.

Radio North Sea International appeared in 1970, and briefly changed its name to Caroline 
during the General Election. Then, in 1972, the Mi Amigo returned to the high seas off 
Holland, returning to this side of the North Sea in 1974. One of the longest serving DJs, 
Tom Anderson, lived in both Trimley & Felixstowe in the late 70s, and was one of the last 
two voices heard on air before the Mi Amigo sank in 1980.

In 1983, Caroline returned again, this time on a converted fishing trawler, the Ross 
Revenge, with a 300 feet tall mast, and Tom Anderson launched the station, having 
travelled on board from Spain. Some of the DJs and crew, however, made a shorter 
journey, from Felixstowe Ferry, on a boat owned by Rob Ward, later to become landlord of 
the Ferryboat Inn. 

Caroline was soon joined by a second ship, the Communicator, from which Laser 558 
started broadcasting in May 1984, with slick American DJs. Their format quickly upset the 
radio establishment, causing the Government to try and blockade the ships. This didn't 
stop Rob Ward from taking out 2 people from the Daily Star to visit Laser, and being 
threatened with prosecution as a result. 'Euroseige', as Laser named it, eventually 
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succeeded, with the Communicator being towed into Harwich in November 1985. A sad 
footnote, is that Laser chief engineer, & sometime DJ, 'Mighty' Joe Young, who 
subsequently lived in Felixstowe, died in 1993 from bronchitis, and is buried in the 
cemetery in Langley Avenue. Another Caroline & Laser engineer, Michael Barrington, 
retains his sea legs to this day by being a sometime resident/caretaker on Sealand. 
Sealand/Roughs Tower and its offshore radio connections is worthy of its own story, but 
perhaps that is for another time.

In 1987 Caroline continued broadcasting through the October hurricane, but another storm 
in the November saw the 300 feet mast collapse into the North Sea. A replacement was 
built at sea, and the station returned to the air, until it was raided by the Dutch authorities 
in August 1989, who removed virtually all the broadcast equipment and record library. 
Undaunted, Caroline managed to return to the air just six weeks later in the October, and 
continued broadcasting until November 5 1990. 

But, with a shortage of fuel, and the new Broadcasting Bill coming into force on January 1 
1991, giving the Royal Navy & the Army the right to board offshore radio ships, even if they 
were in international waters, the station chose to remain off air, but remained at sea until 
November 1991. Then a Force 10 gale saw the ship grounded on the Goodwin Sands, and 
the crew of 6 was rescued by RAF helicopter. The Ross became one of very few ships to 
survive the notorious Sands, and was towed into Dover.

Since then, the Ross has visited Canary Wharf, and various Essex & Kent coastal 
locations carrying out 28 day low power broadcasts, as well as moving into satellite and 
internet broadcasting, where it is now back on air 24 hours a day. The Ross has been in 
Tilbury since 2004, and has been subject to a major restoration project in readiness for a 
hoped for move to a permanent location, publicly accessible. Many volunteers have played 
a part over the past 23 years, including our new Mayor for 2014/15, Graham Newman, 
who was one of many who wielded a paint brush, and myself. 

It is hoped that there will be a 'Felixstowe & Offshore Radio' display as part of the Heritage 
Weekend between September 12 to14. If any of the above has triggered memories, or you 
have any photos, newspaper cuttings etc., that we could borrow to use, then please get in 
touch by emailing nichols199@btinternet.com or by phone on 07714 596655. If you would 
like to see some of the material we already have, then we created a public Facebook 
Page, which you can view, whether or not you are on Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/felixstoweandoffshoreradio.

Felixstowe has a huge and unique claim to fame in the development of commercial radio 
in the United Kingdom, and 50 years on, is now the time to permanently recognise this for 
future generations, and to help promote our town? 

There will be a display at the Heritage Hub (Trinity Methodist Church) during the Heritage 
Weekend 13 to 14 September when more photographs and information about Radio 
Caroline will be exhibited.

Brian Nichols

Pill Box, Ferry Road, Felixstowe
Before the Second World War, there had been a concentration on a strong Royal Navy 
and a build-up of air defences but very little was done to improve coastal and inland 
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fortifications. However, after the hasty evacuation of British troops from Dunkirk, France in 
May, 1940, there was a sudden realisation that much needed to be done given the threat 
of the German army that was now just across the North Sea and the English Channel.
The threat of immediate invasion was suddenly to the forefront of everyone's mind. 
However, the considered opinion of the country's military leaders was that Adolf Hitler 
would not attempt to send in his army until his airforce controlled the skies. They 
recommended that a start should straightaway be made to organise the country as a 
fortress. Prime Minister Winston Churchill gave an appropriately stirring speech in June 
1940 in which he promised:

ʻWe shall defend our island whatever the cost might be, we shall fight on the beaches, we 
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets......!we shall 
never surrenderʼ
The German army had already very ably demonstrated its Blitzkreig tactic to storm its way 
through a country. It has subsequently been discovered that its military planners intended 
to land a first wave of 250,000 infantry to include parachute and glider troops, 650 tanks, 
35,000 vehicles and over 500 field guns between Brighton and Folkestone on the South 
Coast.

The quick British solution to the threat was to establish "fixed defences" consisting of a 
network of "stop lines" so constructed that German mobile columns could not outflank 
them or penetrate them very easily. The lines, as far as possible, followed natural barriers, 
such as rivers, which were consolidated by many thousands of miles of anti - tank ditches 

with supporting pill boxes and other obstacles such as concrete dragon's teeth or               
"pimples" intended to slow down enemy tanks. The most important of these stop lines was 
the General Headquarters Anti-Tank Line built to protect in particular the capital city and 
factories with essential production lines in the Midlands and the North. This Line ran down 
the East Coast from Edinburgh to The Wash and then across through Cambridge, skirted 
to the south of London and then went down to Bristol through Maidstone and Guildford. 
This primary line was backed up by a network of secondary lines. However, modem 
military historians have debated how successful such stop lines would have been, given 
that on the continent, the German army had been able to overcome heavily armoured forts 
by ferocious attack.
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As a first time measure of defence before any invader would reach the stop lines, all 
possible landing beaches, including Felixstowe, were quickly provided with land and sea 
mines as well as large anti-tank concrete blocks backed by barbed wire and scaffolding. 
Such obstacles were intended to impede progress until reinforcements could arrive for the 
defenders in their pillboxes and other emplacements.

Other local work undertaken as part of the creation of what was called a defensive 
"Coastal crust" included the shortening of Felixstowe Pier to prevent it being used as a 
landing stage as it was one of the longest piers, complete with railway, in the country. 
Felixstowe Ferry Golf Course and some of the nearby marshes were mined in addition to 
the beaches. Anti-tank ditches were excavated in the fields and marshes from the 
Felixstowe Dock to Felixstowe Ferry. Heavy concrete blocks to resist tanks were placed 
along the sea front between the same locations.

A very important part of the defensive system was the pillbox - so called from the circular 
ones built with concrete blocks during the First World War. During mostly 1940 and 1941, 
some 18,000 of these infantry strong points, manned by the Army or the Home Guard, 
were hastily built - although not always in the best strategic positions. Their intention was 
to delay or force back, German attackers by inflicting maximum casualties in what would 
be a short ferocious battle. Once the pillbox had revealed its position, its defenders had to 
be prepared to face almost certain death unless they pulled back to the next defensive 
line.

Although at first sight one pillbox looks very much the same as another, there were in fact 
some 10 main types, with the hexagonal-shaped Type 22 the most common. In addition, 
there were more specialist ones such as retractable ones which sunk into the ground and 
were used to protect airfields and another well-concealed sunken type which had a turret 
with a 360-degree field of fire.

Each outward facing  wall of almost all pillboxes had a rifle gun-Ioop, which was kept to a 
minimal size so that enemy fire or a hand-grenade would find it difficult to penetrate. Just 
in case this did happen, an internal wall was built to reduce the risk of ricochet or grenade 
explosion putting all the occupants out of action. Similarly, the entrance had a blast wall to 
protect it. The walls themselves were generally 18 inches thick with steel-bar 
reinforcement and were intended to offer protection from small arms fire and direct hits 
from weapons with a larger calibre. Indeed, such was the demand for concrete for the 
pillboxes that the thickness of floors and even walls had to be reduced to meet shortages.
Many pillboxes were most ingeniously camouflaged. One such pillbox disguised as a 
motor vehicle was erected within 10 days between 25 July, 1940 and 3 August, 1940 in the 
centre of Langer Road, Felixstowe close to its junction with Cavendish Road. Some 
pillboxes were camouflaged as cafes and shops with one example on Felixstowe beach 
disguised as an ice-cream sales outlet. Other Felixstowe pill box locations were at vital 
road junctions such as the Beach Station Road and Langer Road junction. Hamilton Road 
and Crescent Road junction and Garrison Lane and High Road West junction. Elsewhere 
in the country, pill boxes were disguised as log piles, hay stacks, summer houses or earth 
mounds in fields. There were even readily-seen dummy pillboxes made of canvas and 
wood to fool and so deter the enemy.

It was during the summer of 1941, and at the time of the Battle of Britain between the 
British and German air forces, that there was new military thinking as regards how best to 
deal with the threat of invasion. Work on building pill boxes and developing the stop lines 
was halted. The emphasis was now placed on mobile offence rather than static defence. 

31



The plan was to prevent German forces from gaining a foothold on British soil by hitting 
them hard with greater firepower, including the use of tanks and artillery.

Few pillboxes now remain and those that do are often in relatively poor condition due to 
vandalism and the weather. The pillbox in Ferry Road, Felixstowe is one of the better 
remaining examples.

Michael Sharman

( The area around this pill box has been approved for housing development and it is very 
likely that the pill box will be demolished.)

Planning Applications
November 2013 to 10 March 2014

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:

Previous Applications

Land between Garrison Lane North and west of Felixstowe Town Station Approach: 
Redevelop for a convenience goods store.

The Bartlet Hospital:  Alterations to provide 12 dwellings.

The Bartlet Hospital:  Alterations to provide 18 dwellings.

105 & 106 Undercliff Rd West:  Extra dormer window and extended balcony to both 
properties.

21 to 25 Victoria St:  Convert stores to a studio flat.

96 to 102 Hamilton Rd (Poundland):  Install part of a new shop front and Fascia signage.
36 Brook Lane:  Cart Lodge and Store, Garage to be demolished (Cotman Building).

The Feathers, High St Walton:  Alterations and extensions and change of use to 2 
residential units, erect 2 semi-detached houses and 2 semi-detached cottages.

Recent Applications

193 Ferry Rd:  Single storey extension to replace conservatory. Convert existing garage 
and build new garage and carport.  These proposals will have little adverse effect on the 
AONB.

Land adjacent to the Jetty, Felixstowe Ferry (Winkles):  Vary planning Permission C/
12/1036/FUL to provide Class 3(Café). Use not restricted to summer months and revise 
hours of operation. Retain signage. We consider the use of this building to be an asset to 
the tourist trade of The Ferry and recommend approval. It has little adverse effect on the 
AONB.
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Quarndon House, 59 Leopold Rd:  Replacement of dormer window with recessed 
dormer.
The Society objects to this proposal in its present form.  In our view the alteration does not 
respect the character and design of the building (SPG 16 Para 4.1).  We suggest that this 
proposal would be more acceptable if the dormer roof aspect was re-installed over the new 
opening.

Applications awaiting a decision

The Chapel, Maybush Lane: Erect a cycle shelter. This shelter will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area.

9 Cliff Road:  Erect one dwelling on land to the East and one on land to the West of the 
house. The Society objects to the proposals for these two sites for the reasons stated 
below.
!
! These houses may not have an adverse effect on the street scene if they are built as 
! shown on the outline plan.  However, the garages situated to the front of the site will 
! affect the clear aspect of the street and could well obstruct the sight lines for traffic 
! exiting St Georgeʼs Road and Western Avenue.  SPG 16 Para 4.8 (f) advice - 
! ʻGarages !should not obscure or dominate the houses.  Ideally free standing garages 
! should be !situated behind the main frontageʼ. We also thought the pictorial 
! representation of the front of the houses was somewhat misleading as it showed 
! the houses but only sketched an indication of the garages and not the impact on 
! the front of the sites. 

50 Victoria Street:  Change of use from workshop and showroom to D2 (Dance School – 
non-residential). This proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.  

Land adjacent to 44 Berners Road:  Erect a dwelling with parking and amenity space.  
This is an over development of the site and will have detrimental effect on the street scene 
and the Conservation Area. The Society objects to this proposal.

17 – 19 Montague Road:  Convert former care home back to original two dwellings. This 
proposal will have little effect on the Conservation Area.

13 Felix Road:  Provision of vehicle crossing and parking space.  We regret the loss of 
front gardens for this use and doubt that it will do much to relieve the parking congestion in 
this narrow road.  However, this is not unique to this area and will have little adverse effect 
on the Conservation Area.

Other Applications

Part side garden, 17 Foxgrove Lane:  Outline application for one dwelling on side 
garden.  The Felixstowe Society objects to this outline planning application.  We consider 
that the site will be overcrowded.  The design of the house will detract from the street 
scene which is of substantial houses in spacious plots.  We also note that the pictorial 
representation of the street scene is misleading and there will be considerable overlooking 
of adjacent properties.  REFUSED by SCDC.

David Crawford   
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The Felixstowe Societyʼs Guided Walks - Sundays at 3pm

Sunday 11 May - Ferry Walk.   Meet outside the Ferry Boat Inn

Sunday 22 June - Walton Walk.  Meet outside The Bounty Fish Shop, High Road, 
Felixstowe (or Walton to be correct!)

Sunday 20 July - Orwell Walk. Meet outside the Half Moon, Walton

Sunday 17 August - Hamilton Walk. Meet at Great Eastern Square

Sunday 12 October - Brackenbury Walk. Meet on the corner of Golf Road and Cliff Road

( your Guide will be Phil Hadwen)

University of the Third Age (U3A)
Local History Talks (Felixstowe) 2014 in St Andrewʼs Church Hall, 

St Andrewʼs Road, Felixstowe at 7.30pm

(All talks by Phil Hadwen unless otherwise stated)

Tuesday 13 May - Felixstoweʼs Wonderful Architecture

Tuesday 10 June - Felixstowe Hotels (2)

Tuesday 8 July - A Felixstowe Miscellany

Tuesday 9 September - Seaside Felixstowe (1)

Tuesday 14 October - Business Felixstowe (1)

Tuesday 11 November - TBA

Tuesday 9 December - A Christmas Celebration (a joint meeting with The Felixstowe 
Society at the Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe)

Visitors are welcome to all the above

Remember the Heritage Weekend, 12, 13 and 14 September 

34



If you wish to join The Society,
cut these last two pages from the 
Newsletter. Complete both columns on 
this page and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on the back page with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe Society 
for the correct subscription, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope if you 
require a receipt

Full names ..................................................

....................................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ........................

Email ..........................................................

Telephone ...................................................

I/We could give occasional help with -- 
please tick

Artwork 
Archives/Exhibitions
Leading walks
Litter clearance
Monitoring planning applications
Newsletter delivery
Organising activities
Survey work
Secretarial work
Maintenance work at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 
Pond

Have you any relevant technical/
professional expertise or special interests,
for example, computer skills?

....................................................................

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
For office use only (please tick and date)

Receipt issued ...................

On Newsletter delivery list ..................

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals).
Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor.

Donor details

Title ............

Forename(s) ...............................................

Surname .....................................................

Address ......................................................

Post Code ..................

Telephone ..................................................

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat 
all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise,
as gift aid donations.

Donor to sign and date here

sign   .......................................................... 

date   ...........................

Notes

1. You can cancel this declaration at any 
time by notifying the Treasurer.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the amount The Society reclaims on 
your donation in the tax year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note 1.

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask The Society, or ask your local  tax 
office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you change 
your name or address.
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If you wish to join The Society please read on
The Society has many different activities and almost everyone can give something to, 
and get something from, The Society.

Meetings
The Society holds meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest; 
arranges outings to places of interest in East Anglia and beyond; holds exchange visits 
with other societies.

Projects
The Society organises exhibitions; carries out surveys; works closely with schools on 
various projects; monitors planning applications; tackles specific issues as they arise; 
gives Awards for the Enhancement of the Environment; is actively involved with Abbey 
Grove and Gulpher Duck Pond.

Publications
The Society issues a regular Newsletter and has published ʻThe Cotman Walkʼ and 
ʻWalking around Felixstoweʼ which are available from the places listed on page 2.

Joining
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the previous 
page, cut these last two pages from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope if you wish for a receipt to:

Betty Woollan
Membership Secretary
The Pines
Manor Road
Trimley St. Mary
IP11 0TU

(No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed)

Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership - single! ! ! ! £7
Joint Membership - two people at same address! £10
Corporate Membership (for local organisations
who wish to support the Society)
! Non - commercial! ! ! ! ! £15
! Commercial! ! ! ! ! ! £20
Young people under the age of 18! ! ! Free

The annual subscription runs from the 1 January.

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs treats 
donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The charity can 
then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a charity and the 
membership subscription is a donation.
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