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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 
Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to: 

stimulate public interest in these areas 

promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local 
environment. 
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Notes from the Chairman  
 

Welcome back after the summer break. I hope that you are looking forward to the 
new season of talks and activities – see the list of Speaker Meetings in this issue of 
the Newsletter. 

I have had a sneak preview of the new layout for this Newsletter and I am certain 
that you will agree that Bev Boyce, our new editor, has produced a new look which 
all our members will find pleasing – note that it includes the introduction of some 
colour pages for the first time. As always, we welcome your views so let us have 
your feedback – good or bad!! 

Since the last Newsletter Keith and Elizabeth Horn have organised several highly-
successful events and visits (see the reports on later pages). Many thanks to Keith 
and Elizabeth for their hard work in making these activities so enjoyable. 

Meg and I, together with other Committee members, were invited to the topping-out 
ceremony at Gipping Homes’ Bartlet development in June and we shall be attending 
the Mayor’s Reception at the Felixstowe Academy in July. 

I have some new appointments to tell you about: our Secretary, Trish Hann, has 
resigned but we have been fortunate that Pat Evans has agreed to take on the job. 
We have also found a webmaster, Peter Norman, to look after The Society’s website 
which is being accessed more and more. We have so far not found anyone to 
become our Members’ Communications person – this position used to be called 
“Publicity” but the name change signifies that we have decided to concentrate on 
communicating more effectively with our members (that’s you !) rather than devoting 
too much of our resources to external marketing. 

We are sad to learn that Susanne Barsby, our Treasurer, has decided to retire after 
15 years diligent service spent keeping track of The Society’s income and 
expenditure (not always an easy task!). She has, however, agreed to remain in post 
until early 2016 in order to see the 2015 accounts put to bed and to give us time to 
find a replacement. She will be sorely missed.       

It is with some regret that I have to tell you that I will be giving up the Chairmanship 
of The Society by the end of the year. I fully intended to carry on for longer but a 
related development has prompted this change: John and Betty Woollan have done 
a splendid job for many years as Membership Secretaries but they have now 
decided that they need to devote their energies to other activities and have therefore 
told us that they wish to give up their membership rôle by the end of 2015. For the 
last year I have been co-ordinating the physical delivery of The Newsletter for them 
and I can tell you that it has made me realise just how much work John and Betty do 
in keeping membership records up to date and administering the distribution of The 
Newsletter. I will now be doing this job (with some trepidation!) which means that I 
won’t have time to continue as Chairman, although I am delighted to have been 
asked to remain a Committee member. 

After I step down, Phil Hadwen will be Acting Chairman until a new appointment is 
made but I will be able to assure whoever takes over that they will have the support 



 
 

of a remarkably able and supportive Committee – we are indeed very fortunate in 
having such people to take The Society forward.  

 

Roger Baker  

 

 
Calendar – September – December 2015 

(All Speaker Evenings are at 7.30pm at The Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road) 

 

September: 
6    Ferry Walk - meet outside the Ferry Boat Inn at 3pm 

8    Perimeter Tour of the Seafront Gardens - meet outside the Town Hall at 10am  

19  Beach Clean - meet at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage - 9.30am 

20  Perimeter Tour of the Seafront Gardens - meet outside the Town Hall at 2pm 

22  Speaker Evening – 7.30pm -  The Seafront Gardens - John Biglin 

                                      Felixstowe Forward Change - Helen Greengrass 

23  Felixstowe Walkers -  Landguard -  meet at the Viewpoint Café at 10.30am  

 

October: 
6   Felixstowe Walkers – Rendlesham Forest - meet at the first car park on the 

     right after turning off the B1084 towards the Visitor Centre at 11am 

19 Felixstowe Walkers - Spa Gardens - meet outside Trinity Methodist Church, 

     Hamilton Road at 10.30am 

22 Speaker Evening - 7.30pm - Memories of a Felixstowe childhood and competing             

     in the Olympics - Bill Tancred            

24 New Members’ Coffee morning - St John’s Church Hall from 10.30am to 

     12.30pm 

30 Visit - Houses of Parliament - second visit - see insert for details 

30 Felixstowe Walkers – Waldringfield - meet in the car park behind Maybush Pub 

    at 11am 

 

 



 
 

November: 
12 Felixstowe Walkers -  Brackenbury -  meet at Brackenbury Sports Centre at 

    10.30am  

24 Speaker Evening -  7.30pm - The Bartlet Conversion -  Peter Blemmings 

28 Volunteers’ Coffee Morning - St John’s Church Hall from 10.30am to 12.30pm  

 

December: 
8   Felixstowe Walkers – Suffolk Food Hall – meet at Suffolk Food Hall, off  

     Wherstead Road, at 10.30am 

10 Beach Clean - meet at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage at 9.30am 

21 Felixstowe Walkers - The Promenade - meet on the prom opposite the Fludyers 

     at 10.30 

 

 
Can You Help Us? 

 

Felixstowe Society Treasurer 

As reported in the Notes from the Chairman, our Treasurer, Susanne Barsby, will be 
retiring early next year. We are therefore looking for a replacement who will be a key 
member of the Society’s Committee. Ideally, the person will have the following 
experience:- 

 

� Has been a bookkeeper for a company or a voluntary organisation. 
 

� Has basic computer skills. 
 

Training will be provided if the candidate needs it. 

If you would like to know more about what is involved, contact our Chairman, Roger 
Baker, on  01394 282526, for an informal discussion. 

 

Lifts for Members 

It has been brought to our notice that several members are unable to attend our 
winter series of Speaker Evenings because of transport difficulties. Hopefully this 
can be remedied in the near future by having someone in The Society responsible 



 
 

for arranging lifts for these members. Therefore if there is anyone who could 
undertake this task please approach our chairman, Roger Baker, or one of the 
committee members. 

If there are any members who would be prepared to help with transport or if you 
require a lift, contact Phil Hadwen on 01394 286008 and he will try to arrange this. 

 

Members’ Communication Manager 

The Society requires someone to take on this rôle as soon as possible. There must 
be several of our members who could help with this position. 

If you are interested or require more information, please contact Roger Baker on 
282526 

 

 

Society News 
On October 12 our Vice-Chairman, Phil Hadwen, will deliver a World War One 
Commemorative Talk at St Andrew’s Church at 7.30pm. Exactly one hundred years 
ago, Nurse Edith Cavell was executed by a German firing squad. This talk will 
explain events leading up to this untimely death.  

 
January 2016 Speaker Evening 

If you have not heard Robert Scrimgeour’s talks before, then you are in for a treat as 
he will be giving a talk on January 26, 2016, to The Society on the topic of ‘The US 
National Park Service 1916-2016 

Robert’s talk will illustrate his experience of working with the Park Service for two 
years as an historical architect and he will provide some background on one hundred 
years of the Service. 

 

The Felixstowe Society Quiz 2016 

The ever popular Quiz will take place on Friday March 18 at 7.30pm at the Trades 
and Labour Club, High Street, Walton. 

Teams of 6-8 are required. There will be further details in the January Newsletter. 

 

Felixstowe Festival of Talks 2016 

The Felixstowe Society will be organising a series of talks about a whole range of 
subjects, from Thursday evening April 14 until Sunday evening April 17. These will 
be staged at various venues around the town and they will be free! If anyone has any 
suggestions for suitable speakers or if you would be prepared to act as a steward at 



 
 

one or more of the events, please contact Phil Hadwen at 01394 286008 or 
phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

The Felixstowe Society Website 

Currently The Felixstowe Society website is undergoing refurbishment so please 
check the website pages regularly - www.felixstowesociety.org 

 

The Society’s Archive 

The Society has an archive which will be catalogued. There are some fascinating 
pictures, some of which were displayed at the AGM. In the next Newsletter there will 
be more information about items in the archive.  

We would be very pleased to receive donations of photos, documents etc covering 
the history of Felixstowe, Walton and the Trimleys. Please contact Bev Boyce on 
01394 672184. 

 

The Felixstowe Secondary Schools’ Archive 

This archive is now affiliated to The Society and contains many interesting items 
from 1915 to the present day. This archive is also being catalogued with a view to 
making items accessible to members of the public for research purposes and to take 
a ‘nostalgic journey down memory lane’. 

 

 

The Society’s Newsletter 
The editor would like to thank the following for their advice and support with this 
issue: 

Tony Hughes, Susanne Barsby, Phil Hadwen, Keith and Elizabeth Horn 

 

The deadline for the next edition is November 20, 2015 

The Editor would very much welcome contributions for the next Newsletter from 
members of The Society. Feedback on this Newsletter would also be very welcome. 

Please contact Bev Boyce on 01394 672184 or b.boyce141@btinternet.com 

 
 

 
 

mailto:phil.hadwen@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.felixstowesociety.org/


 
 

 
An Audience with Peter Phillips - March 24 

Local celebrity Peter Phillips thoroughly entertained the members of The Society 
recently at our Speaker’s Evening. 

He spoke of his connections with a number of local amateur dramatic societies, his 
years as a commentator and presenter at Ipswich Town Football Club, his thoughts 
about the Spa Pavilion and more importantly his love and support of the ‘end of the 
pier seaside shows’ and the fascinating book he has just written. Titled ‘Are There 
Any Holidaymakers In Tonight?’ it relates the demise of these shows and has a sub-
title – ‘The Beginning of the End of the Seaside Summer Show’. 

Peter has been supporting these shows over the last thirty to forty years and he has   
visited the show and theatres all around our coast from Cromer to Cleethorpes, 
Brighton to Bridlington, but it’s Felixstowe that receives the greater coverage. His 
detailed description of the various shows and their stars brought back many happy 
memories to those members of The Society who have lived here for many years. 
The lovely reminiscences of Felixstowe’s summer shows were a real delight. 

 

 

 

Peter Phillips with our Vice- 
Chairman, Phil Hadwen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the week that we were told that the Spa Pavilion had been saved and would open 
for the forthcoming summer season, it was interesting to hear someone so well 
versed in theatre matters explain his thoughts about the demise and resurrection of 
this iconic building. 

He also regaled us with some delightful anecdotes of his time at Ipswich Town 
Football Club as a presenter and commentator, and he was able to put some flesh 
on the bones of footballers and those connected with the club that the audience only 
knew by name. 

There were some detailed questions that Peter answered with aplomb. All credit to 
Peter Phillips for providing such an entertaining evening. Another Speaker Evening 
that really was a joy to attend. 

Ben T Hill  



 
 

 
The Society Dinner - April 20 

Over 80 members enjoyed a convivial evening at the Brook Hotel. 

   
 

 

 

 

Our Chairman, Roger Baker, presents Tony Hughes with a token of appreciation for 
his sterling service as Newsletter Editor since 2001.  

 

 

 



 
 

 
The Home Front in Suffolk 1914-1918 - May 19 

It’s always a pleasure to hear a talk by someone 
who is so knowledgeable and enthusiastic about 
their subject. This was the case with Dr Nick Sign; 
an ex-secondary school History teacher and an ex-
colleague of our Vice Chairman, Phil Hadwen. So 
Nick was highly recommended. 

Although the talk covered various parts of Suffolk, it 
was interesting to hear facts about Felixstowe and 
the surrounding areas. For example, the guns at 

Landguard Battery were the most powerful guns on the East Coast. The fear of 
invasion manifested itself in the barbed wire to be found on Felixstowe beaches and, 
under the Defence of the Realm Act, was designated a no-go area. Sentries were 
posted at Felixstowe Station and on the Felixstowe Road. Zeppelins attacked towns 
on the East Coast including Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds; aircraft were stationed in 
Felixstowe to attempt to foil these Zeppelin attacks. Felixstowe was also a base for 
Royal Navy Destroyers and mine sweepers.  

Nick showed a number of recruitment posters of the period. The poster, below left, is 
encouraging the men of Sudbury to visit the recruitment office there. The photo, 
below right, is of a dug out firing trench on Felixstowe Beach. 

   

It is apparent that Felixstowe played an important role in defending the coast 
particularly through its flying boats which carried out long range patrols to spot 
German ships and Zeppelins. Extracts from Canon Bignold’s diary, written during 
and after the First World War, provided a glimpse of the effect of the war on a small 
community on the Norfolk/Suffolk border. 

Nick Sign gave us plenty of facts and stories about the East Coast during World War 
One evoking not only the tension and sadness of the time but very much the spirit of 
the people of the East Coast who lived through one of the most momentous periods 
in our history. 



 
 

 
An Evening at The Hut – June 13 

Over fifty members of The Society gathered at The Hut on the Promenade, close to 
Bath Hill, on a rather disappointing summer evening, to enjoy an evening of 
company, food and entertainment. 

The Hut is a fine venue for this sort of evening. The food was excellent and plentiful, 
with seconds available. Between courses we had some excellent entertainment from 
Janet Dann whose clever selection of readings, in a variety of accents, was just right 
for the evening. 

 

 

 

As usual Keith and Elizabeth Horn, very ably assisted by Meg and Roger Baker, had 
organised a lovely evening for those fortunate to obtain a ticket and everyone went 
home well satisfied. 

This was the third event of this sort and once again it was a great success. When 
next year’s event is advertised, make sure you get a ticket - it really will be worth it. 

Sandy Sure 

 

 
The Shelter in the Seafront Gardens takes 
shape. 

 

 



 
 

 

Beach Clean -  June 18 
31 beach cleaners attended our latest clean up of a stretch of beach from Cobbold’s 
Point to the Spa.  

 

We were pleased to have help from members of the Beach Hut and Chalet Owners, 
staff from Ceva Logistics and Lynda Gilbert from Suffolk Coast and Heaths. 

 

 

On this occasion we were fortunate 
to have help from a number of staff 
from Danco Transport and Logistics 
company who were volunteering  
their time to this community project. 
They were able to clean a stretch of 
beach from the Pier towards the 
Spa. 

 

 

On the recorded stretch of beach, 449 items were collected weighing approximately 
2 kgs. As usual, a high percentage of plastic pieces were collected and totalled 241 
pieces. Of the unrecorded items, we had 17 bags weighing approximately 73kgs. 

It was very apparent that the beaches were far more littered than on previous beach 
cleans. Once again, a number of dog faeces were noted. 

As usual, the event was superbly organised by Keith and Elizabeth Horn. 

 

 



 
 

 
Society Members’ Feature 

In each newsletter I would like to feature stories from and about our members. 

For this edition I had the good fortune to visit Mick and Diane Elmes’ garden in 
Westmorland Road. The garden is of such a high quality that it is in the ‘Yellow 
Book’- the ‘bible’ of garden visiting and secret gardens under the auspices of the 
National Garden Scheme. 

The front garden has been as well planned as the rear garden including a beautiful 
Phormium, and a stunning tree with roots which have been incorporated into a 
flowerbed.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hearing Diane talk about her garden, it is evident that she is passionate about 
creating a beautiful haven although she is clear that gardening rules are there to be 
broken and Diane plants what she feels will suit the garden. 

Mick and Diane moved to Felixstowe six years ago, having visited the town for a few 
days to look around. They have made plenty of changes to the front and back 
gardens including replacing some dead trees and stocking the garden with 
perennials and quirky items which they purchased at auctions and car boot sales. 

There are a number of different areas in the back garden including a woodland area, 
water features, stunning sculptures and a very wide variety of planting. I was 
amazed when Diane told me that she only spent perhaps half a day a week keeping 
the garden up to scratch, at this time of year; although Mick spends considerably 
more time, especially on the lawns.  

There are more pictures of Mick and Diane’s garden on the back page. 

Ed. 

 



 
 

 

The Felixstowe Youth Society 
In each Newsletter, I would like to include a contribution from members of the Youth 
Society. The chairman of the group, Michael Meredith, is about to start his final year 
of A Levels at Felixstowe Academy. I am sure that members will be interested in the 
following piece of writing, about Felixstowe, which Michael produced for his GCSE 
English Language course. 

 

Felixstowe - Sunspot of the East Coast 
Felixstowe is beautifully situated between the estuaries of the rivers Deben and 
Orwell facing south and it occupies a sheltered position on the Suffolk coast, about 
75 miles north east of London. It has a fine sunshine record, which combined with a 
low annual rainfall, makes it an ideal holiday destination. Not only has it many 
features of note, but it is an excellent location to explore the wonderful delights of the 
Suffolk countryside and nearby coastal towns. 
 
Situated at the end of the Colneis peninsula there are only three ways to visit this 
charming town, by road, rail or sea. Until relatively recently foreign visitors could 
arrive at Felixstowe from the Belgian port of Zeebrugge, but with the expansion of 
the Port of Felixstowe this service is no longer available and only a tiny ferry from 
Harwich allows visitors to arrive by sea. Road links to major towns and cities have 
been improved to accommodate the large number of container lorries from the 
town`s docks and this in turn has improved the tourist numbers. One of the most 
fitting ways to enter this unassuming resort is by train because it was the foresight of 
a Victorian entrepreneur, Colonel George Tomline, who not only brought the railway 
to Felixstowe, but also developed the dock. The recent expansion of the port has 
made it the largest container facility in the United Kingdom. The gantry cranes, which 
stand like proud storks along the quayside, are clearly visible from the small diesel 
train which travels to Felixstowe from Ipswich. 
  
The town's pleasant main shopping street provides a number of interesting 
distractions, with delightful small shops selling a whole variety of tempting wares to 
some of the larger national chains like Marks and Spencer, Boots and WH Smiths. 
As you walk along this road you eventually come to the sea, and it is this that has 
made Felixstowe, which was once the most important seaside venue in the country, 
an outstanding resort. 
 
Since the late part of the nineteenth century, well-to-do and wealthy patrons have 
been holidaying in Felixstowe and their influence has resulted in the large variety of 
quality Victorian and Edwardian architecture. One only has to walk down any of the 
cliff-top roads to find some real gems! The quality of building in Felixstowe has 
resulted in two conservation areas, both unique, which will hopefully safeguard much 
of Felixstowe`s architectural heritage. 
 
It is perhaps the seaside that has been the major attraction of the resort. ‘Felixstowe 
may not cater for all tastes but in its three miles of seafront it offers more variety of 



 
 

scene and atmosphere than any other resort of similar size in Britain’, so says a late 
1940s guide book and although there has been some deterioration recently due to 
social decline in many seaside resorts, Felixstowe still offers much charm, variety 
and ambience. Its promenade still attracts thousands of visitors each year who stroll 
along enjoying the sea view and atmosphere. Sadly the pier is in rather a sorry state, 
but is still a reminder of its glory years when it was the third longest in the country 
and thousands walked on it out to sea or for boarding or disembarking from the 
variety of paddle steamers that frequented our coastline. 
 
 The amusement arcades are still there and are filled during the summer months and 
winter weekends. This amenity is due to Billy Butlin opening a pleasure park on 
Felixstowe seafront in the mid 1930s. Sea bathing and sun bathing are still popular 
pastimes in spite of the recent sea defence work which has created many small 
horseshoe beaches along the shoreline. Family groups and friends are able to set up 
their windbreaks and lay out their towels ready for a relaxing day of sun, sand and 
sea. There are the many highly coloured beach huts for the regular patrons; these 
still command high prices of over £10,000!  Over the years the large volume of 
visitors has enabled small businesses to spring up and along the sea road there are 
cafés, coffee shops, restaurants and a whole range of items associated with the 
seaside.  
 
Samuel Johnson may have said that when a man is tired of London he is tired of life, 
but this is also true of Felixstowe with its seaside fun, lovely weather, superb 
architecture, quaint shops and stunning countryside. What more could anyone want 
from a coastal resort?  
 
Michael Meredith 
 
 

The regeneration of the Seafront Gardens can only enhance our resort 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Our Three Day Trip to Derbyshire, South Yorkshire and 

Lincolnshire 
Wednesday May 20, a crisp sunny morning, saw 43 Society members set off for our 
first stop in Derbyshire. After driving through some beautiful countryside, Hardwick 
Hall appeared on a distant hilltop. Previously owned by the Cavendish family who 
own Chatsworth, they had transferred ownership to the National Trust in 1956 and 
the property now receives over 150,000 visitors per year. 

Of course the Hall’s main claim to fame is the original owner Bess of Hardwick; a 
formidable woman of the sixteenth century who married four times becoming 
extremely wealthy as a result of each successive marriage. 

   
    Bess’s initials ES – Elizabeth Shrewsbury                           Old Hall- Bess’s birthplace 

On our arrival, we were met by one of the guides who pointed out a new exhibition in 
the house which commemorates the 400th anniversary of the death of Lady Arbella 
Stuart, Bess’s granddaughter. Arbella had a strong, royal lineage and a realistic 

claim to the throne after Queen Elizabeth I died. I 
noted this embroidered cushion in the Great Hall, 
reflecting the view of the period about too many 
Queens! 

Arbella’s fate was to marry in secret but then she 
was imprisoned in the Tower of London from 
where she escaped, was recaptured and then 
died in the Tower after refusing to eat. A tragic 
story. 

Hardwick was impressive. The amount of glass, 
unusual for the time, was a strong indicator of Bess’s wealth. Hardwick, situated on a 
hilltop overlooking the glorious Derbyshire countryside was a fascinating start to our 
trip. Later in the afternoon we arrived at our hotel in Sheffield. 

The Grade 2 listed Royal Victoria Hotel was centrally located in Sheffield city centre 
and it had recently been refurbished, providing a comfortable base for our group. 



 
 

 

Thursday May 21 was the 
highlight of the trip with our tour 
of Chatsworth arranged at a 
time before the general public 
arrived. We were split into 
three groups and the general 
consensus was that our guides 
were excellent, providing lively 
anecdotes about the history of 
the house. There was so much 
to see in every room, from old 
masters’ paintings to examples 
of modern art. 

The grounds are beautifully landscaped and will soon receive Dan Pearson’s 
Chelsea award - winning garden which used the stunning boulders and plants at 
Chatsworth. No wonder that nearly three quarters of a million visitors throng to this 
estate every year.  

 

After leaving Chatsworth we made a brief stop in Buxton followed by a return to the 
hotel for our final meal together. 

Our final day was  
spent in Lincoln. 
Some of the group 
toured the castle 
whilst a few intrepid 
souls took the roof 
tour of the cathedral. 

Many thanks to Keith 
and Elizabeth Horn 
for a superbly 
organised trip. 

Ed. 

 

 



 
 

 
Visit to Norwich and Kirstead Hall – June 25 

 

 
 

Our coach pulled into Kirstead Hall -  midway between Bungay and Norwich - on a 
balmy June afternoon. The Tudor E-shaped frontage of the house with stepped 
gables at each end and a smaller stepped gable over the central porch, looked 
splendid as we approached, on foot, across the front lawn. Our hosts for the 
afternoon were the genial owners for the last 37 years, Dermot and Judy Murphy and 
their friend Angela. 

After a brief introduction by Dermot, our party was split into three groups. Dermot 
took one group to his antique restoration workshop in the dairy wing attached to the 
main house and provided a fascinating and practical insight into his business as an 
antique restorer. 

Angela took the second group to the Grade 2* listed dovecote which is octagonal in 
shape and has an impressive cupola on top. It looked like lead, but Angela was 
pleased to tell us, with a twinkle in her eye, that it is a fibre-glass reproduction. 

The third group, in charge of Judy Murphy, toured the ground floor rooms of the main 
house, taking particular note of the many fine family pictures on the walls in the 
dining room and adjacent parlour. Family albums and scrapbooks were left open for 
visitors to peruse. 

After each of our groups had completed the three main components of the formal 
tour, afternoon tea with scones and cakes was provided in the front garden adjacent 
to the kitchen. After tea, members could go back into the house to do more browsing 



 
 

at their own pace, visit the parish church of St Margaret just across the lane from the 
house, or simply enjoy the late afternoon sunshine in the garden. 

Our charming and friendly hosts, Dermot and Judy Murphy, stayed to wave us back 
on our way. 

The morning had been spent in the centre of Norwich. With more than three hours 
free, a number of activities were available. Some toured Strangers’ Hall – a Tudor 
merchant house, others went on a guided tour of the cathedral and others went to 
the castle. 

Thanks are due to Keith and Elizabeth Horn for organising this trip and providing a 
useful Norwich street map and leaflets, giving ideas of things to do in the centre of 
Norwich. 

John Beckett 

 

 
Felixstowe Walkers 

We had another full programme of walks in the spring, starting with a countryside 
walk from the new café at Gosling’s Farm on May 7, returning there for refreshments 
afterwards. This was followed later in May with a breezy walk around Landguard 
Common - ending up at the Viewpoint Café. 

 

We started off June with an outing to 
Campsea Ashe and Wickham Market by train. 
Despite the unpromising weather forecast, we 
had a good turnout and an enjoyable day. For 
some this was their first trip on the East 
Suffolk line. It is a lovely, and environmentally 
friendly way, to visit the Suffolk countryside 
and there is a free booklet of walks from the 
various stations, available from local outlets in 
Felixstowe. 

We stayed close to home with our next walk 
starting at St Mary’s Walton, passing through 
the Grove and by Gulpher Pond. Back at the 
church we enjoyed Fairtrade coffee and 
cakes. 

 

Pin Mill was the site of our next visit - through the National Trust reserve overlooking 
the Orwell and then, for some, a drink at the Butt and Oyster.  

We stayed closer to home for the next walk - along the prom from the Fludyers. 



 
 

Walks continued throughout the summer from Alton Water, the Suffolk Food Hall, 
Langer Park and around Kirton. 

We are currently looking for new walk leaders. If you are interested, please have a 
word with me or one of the other current walk leaders. You will be made very 
welcome and we will support you in the rôle – particularly in the initial stages. 

 Either as a leader or an ordinary walker, please join us if you can, this autumn. We 
never cancel if we can avoid it – so turn up whatever the weather. 

Alan Muchal 

 

The Abbey Grove Challenge 
Have you visited Felixstowe’s Millennium Community Woodland? I promise you that 
you will just love it…wide grassy paths, hidden away secret paths, a wildflower 
meadow, butterflies, birds and so many of our native British trees which look great at 
any time of the year. 

Abbey Grove is freely open to the public at all times. It is next to the long-standing 
Grove Wood and behind the new medical centre. The Felixstowe Society played a 
major role in creating Abbey Grove in conjunction with the Woodland Trust and still 
helps the woodland in many ways. The wood is cared for by a team of volunteers 
under the guidance of Bob Stoner, the volunteer warden and Felixstowe Society 
member. The volunteers combine the aim of keeping the paths clear and welcoming 
to visitors and creating different habitats for wildlife. Some areas are coppiced to 
allow in more light to encourage a good understorey, some areas of brambles and 
stinging nettles are left for butterflies, birds and small mammals to enjoy and different 
areas of short and long grass along the edges of the rides (paths) are carefully 
maintained.  

Work parties are held on Tuesday 
mornings, 9.30 till midday, from 
October to April. Tools are 
provided, good company and 
banter is guaranteed and from this 
autumn, tea will be brewed for all 
at 11am on Felixstowe Society’s 
special Kelly Kettle. Visitors or 
new volunteers are always 
welcome. There is absolutely no 
obligation for volunteers to come 
along every Tuesday or to stay all 
morning.For more information on 
Abbey Grove, visit our website 
www.abbeygrove.org.uk or phone 
Bob Stoner 01394 272595. 

 

 

http://www.abbeygrove.org.uk/


 
 

 

Now to the challenge--- on your next visit, either on your own, with friends, with 
family or with your four-legged mate, can you answer the following questions? 

 
1. How many different shaped leaves did you see? 
2. How many different bird sounds did you hear? 
3. How many butterflies did you see? 
4. How many different yellow flowers did you see? 
5. How many steps did you walk during your visit? Pedometers are allowed. 

If you can name the leaves, birds, flowers and butterflies, so much the better. 
 

All entrants will be invited to a special guided walk around Abbey Grove and a brew 
up on the Kelly Kettle. Please visit the website www.abbeygrove.org.uk and register 
your answers and contact details as a ‘comment’ and then we will get in touch. This 
2015 challenge will finish on October 31. 

If you have not visited Abbey Grove yet, then do put it on your ‘must do’ list. It really 
is a gem. Why not take some youngsters along and inspire the next generation to 
love and have a fascination for our native trees throughout the seasons. 

---Always remember to keep a look out near the barn owl box…you never know!! 

Judith Hedges 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.abbeygrove.org.uk/


 
 

 
Book Reviews 

There haven’t been any books about Felixstowe published recently, but a new 
anthology of poems and stunning pictures, ‘Awakenings’, has just been produced by 
The Felixstowe Café poets. This group sprang to life on May 15, 2014 with around  
forty poets and lovers of poetry from Felixstowe, and beyond, responding to the 
opportunity to attend the inaugural meeting. Several members of the Suffolk Poetry 
Group were there and many excellent poems were read and shared at this first 
meeting and the group has continued to meet, once a month, in His Lordship`s 
Library at the Orwell Hotel. 
 
This anthology marks their first anniversary and contains a range of interesting, 
challenging and stimulating poems, all written by the group, accompanied by some 

fine, inspirational photographs by local poet and 
visual artist Jim Nind. 
 
I am delighted that the group has developed so 
well and they can feel well satisfied with their first 
book. The topics covered are wide and various 
and these have been written by "old hands" with 
a whole range of poems under their belt, Frank 
Wood to name but one, and others with little 
experience like young Alfie Davis, who is 12. 
Do buy a copy if you are in any way interested, 
or maybe you might want to go along to the 
Orwell Hotel on the third Thursday of each 
month, entry is totally free, and enjoy some 
excellent company and some lovely poems. 

Copyright - Jim Nind 
 
Another book that has some fantastic information about the history and architecture 
of Felixstowe and Walton is ‘The Buildings of England: Suffolk: East’ by James 
Bettley and Nikolaus Pevsner, published by Yale University Press at £35. 
 
There are thirteen packed pages of information about our most prominent buildings 
(Walton has two!) and I defy anyone to say that they didn`t learn something from this 
very detailed volume. Obviously other towns and villages in East Suffolk are likewise 
covered in the 677 pages, but it is a real gem. Maybe this volume, considering its 
cost, is one to borrow from the Library. 
 
Will Wright 
 

 
‘The Cotman Walk’ and ‘Walking Around Felixstowe’ 

 
A reminder to all our readers that copies of these two excellent booklets are 

available at our Speaker Evenings. The price of each booklet is £1- a bargain!!            



 
 

 

Felixstowe Beach Hut and Chalet Association 
 

The Association has now entered its third year and we recently held our AGM, which 
was attended by over 90 people. One member brought a newspaper cutting from ‘The 
Times’ in 1997 which referred to ‘the now defunct Beach Hut Association’. Why 
Felixstowe made it into ‘The Times’ is a mystery and it appears that many of the issues 
that come to our attention nowadays were exactly the same as were brought up in the 
1990s. We had no idea that there had previously been an Association and if any 
member of The Felixstowe Society knows anything about it we would be delighted to 
hear from them. One thing is certain – the current Association has no intention of 
becoming ‘defunct’. Modern methods of communication make it much easier for 
Associations such as ours to keep in touch with their members and being able to pay 
the membership fee by internet banking was something akin to science fiction in the 
1990s! 

The Committee is delighted at the transformation of the beach hut site at Manor End. 
Two years ago it was undoubtedly the poor relation but now with the toilet block, the 
play area and the kiosks it is one of the most desirable areas to own a hut. We made 
the upgrade of Manor End one of our priorities when we formed and, although we are 
not naive enough to think it had nothing to do with the building of the houses at Martello 
Park, we persistently pressed Suffolk Coastal to improve the facilities there and it has 
happened.  

Hut owners at Clifflands, the site next to the Golf Club, are delighted that temporary 
toilets have now been provided as they have been without that facility for several years 
since the brick toilet block was demolished. We are hoping that a permanent block 
might be restored in the future.  

There has been an extensive redecoration programme at the chalets this year. Doors 
and windows have been replaced and they have been painted and waterproofed. 
Nothing had been done to the chalets for several years and we are grateful to Suffolk 
Coastal for listening to our requests to carry out the work. 

Whilst hut and chalet owners benefit from all this work, it also enhances the seafront 
which is to the benefit of residents and visitors using the promenade. 

One of the consistent complaints from hut owners and chalet tenants before the 
formation of the Association was that they got nothing back for the considerable 
amount of money they were spending in rent every year. It appears that has now 
started to turn the corner. 

Our Committee will get involved with the new ‘Felixstowe Forward’ group which has 
been set up to succeed ‘Felixstowe Futures’. We think our Association can make a 
valuable contribution to what happens along the seafront as that is where most of our 
members spend much of their spare time and they will have plenty of ideas as to what 
is and is not needed to make Felixstowe a better place. 

Trevor Mason 



 
 

 
News from the Felixstowe Museum  

The changing World War One exhibition will continue until 2018. This concentrates 
on the war from a local aspect and has been enormously popular. The museum is 
now looking for artefacts for the 2016 season so if you can lend or donate any items, 
the museum staff would be glad to hear from you. 

The museum has monthly Speaker meetings in conjunction with the Felixstowe 
Family History Society, held at Broadway House at 7.30pm. A number of Felixstowe 
Society members belong to both the Museum and the History Society so they will be 
well informed of the meetings. 

You will be glad to know that there is no clash with dates for Speaker meetings of 
either the Society or the museum. 

October 14 - ‘Suffolk Ghosts and Hauntings’- Rob Halliday 

November 11 - ‘Pretty Corsets in Suffolk’- Roger Kennell 

December 9 - ‘Eccentric Clergy’- Roy Tricker 

January 13 - ‘Ipswich Suffragettes’- Joy Bounds 

 

Other dates which may be of interest to Felixstowe Society members are: 

September 6 - Martlesham Heath Aviation Society Open Day 

October 11 - Felixstowe Leisure Centre Lions Steam and Models Rally 

December 13 - Landguard Fort Christmas Fair 

 Museum staff volunteers will have stands at all these events. 

In addition, the museum will be participating in the Heritage Weekend on September 
13 - free admission to the museum! 

Please check the museum website for further details - www.felixstowemuseum.org 
or telephone 01394 674355. 

Colin Tod 

 
Research Follow-up from the May Newsletter: 
 
In Research Corner 23, Phil wrote of the commemoration of the plaque, outside the 
Town Hall, to the Lancaster crew who crashed into the sea not far from the Pier in 
1944. As a result of that article Colin Tod, from the Felixstowe Museum, has kindly 
sent the following information. 
 
The painting of the Lancaster bomber, by John Constable Reeve, has been on 
display in Felixstowe Museum since its presentation to the museum, in 2001,  

http://www.felixstowemuseum.org/


 
 

Also on show are aircraft parts which were washed up along the beach during the 
winter of 2005/2006, during dredging of the entrance channel to the port. These were 
subsequently identified as part of this Lancaster, LM258. 

Local resident Joe Potter did a considerable amount of research on this crash; the 
research file is lodged in the Museum archive. 

 

 

Research Corner 24 - Felixstowe’s Prefabs 
We are extremely fortunate in Felixstowe that we are able to trace the development 
of our town through the development of the houses. 
 
In Walton, the first real settlement, we can find properties built in the eighteenth 
century as well as evidence of earlier builds. Parts of the old Angel Inn are still in situ 
and other properties clearly built in the nineteenth century. The growth of our town as 
a prominent seaside resort can be seen in many of the lovely buildings from that time 
which are still standing. Gradually, as the town expanded, houses were built just off 
Hamilton Road or away from the sea end of Princes, Queens and Tomline Roads. 
Council housing could be found on estates around Grange Farm Avenue, Wadgate 
Road, Coronation Drive and Stour Avenue; all were well maintained and even today, 
over sixty years since their erection, they are generally fine properties. The newer 
estates of private housing on Cliff Estate, around Colneis Road and Cavendish Park 
are really starting to look less stark with the trees and bushes making them much 
more attractive. The latest builds at The Courts in Bath Road, Martello Park and The 
Old Hall estate are reasonably well designed areas and add a more modern feel. 
 
It is interesting that considerable change is happening along Cliff Road, much of it 
quite exciting (my view!) and so Felixstowe reflects the developments over the ages, 
but what about the buildings that were plentiful in various parts of Felixstowe, but 
now are no more and in reality possibly totally forgotten - the prefabs? 
Sadly, this type of housing that was very prominent in Felixstowe, and there were 
many of them, can no longer be found, because they have all been removed. 
Cornwall Road, Langley Avenue, Selvale Way, Orford Road and Langer Road all 
had large numbers of this well-known and well-liked type of housing. Visit these 
areas today and I am not convinced that what has taken their place is necessarily an 
improvement, either in actual housing or aesthetically. 
 
Prefabs were prefabricated homes built in a factory and usually put together on site. 
Originally outlined in the 1944 Housing Act these temporary structures were 
supposed to solve the lack of housing caused by the bombing in WWII. They were 
not intended to last for more than ten to fifteen years, but would provide affordable 
housing. It was intended that half a million would be built, but only 156,623 were 
actually erected. Construction was undertaken, using various designs, from 1945 
until 1951 across the country. Small, but generally thought to be perfectly designed, 
they boasted running water, a bathroom and fitted kitchens complete with a 
refrigerator and an electric cooker. For many, who pre-war, had had an outdoor 
lavatory and bathed in a tin bath in front of the fire, they offered luxury after 



 
 

adversity. As stated earlier they were not intended for long-term use and most were 
dismantled many years ago. 
 
All prefabs under the Housing Act came pre-decorated in magnolia, with gloss-green 
on all additional wood, including the door trimmings and skirting boards. 
All approved prefab units had to have a minimum floor space size of 635 sq. ft. and 
be a maximum of seven and a half feet wide to allow for transportation by road if 
necessary. The Ministry of Works opened up the design competition and about 1,400 
designs were submitted. Eventually about 22 main types were used, made from a 
range of materials, steel, asbestos, cement, timber, concrete and even aluminium. 
At the end of the war it was discovered that more than three million houses had been 
damaged by enemy bombing, almost a quarter of all homes in the country at that 
time. By 1951 the Emergency Factory Made (EFM) housing programme had created 
one million new council houses. 
 
The first prototype prefab to be unveiled was a steel-panelled, experimental, 
temporary bungalow called the Portal, after the Minister of Works Lord Portal. It had 
an estimated construction cost of £600, £675 fully furnished. It included a 
prefabricated slot-in kitchen and bathroom capsule, which included a pre-installed 
refrigerator. The proposed rent was ten shillings (50p) a week for a life of ten years. 
The Ministry of Works built a small estate in Northolt in 1944 to demonstrate that 
prefabricated houses could be successfully built, and one unit was constructed in 
less than two days.  A public exhibition was held at the Tate Gallery in London in 
1944, followed by two follow-up exhibitions in 1945. During one of these an Arcon-
type prefab was erected in under eight hours by twenty two men, while another was 
erected on a bomb site in Oxford Street in just four hours! Quick housing was being 
delivered, in some areas at a rate of 1.75 units per site per day. However the cost of 
the programme at £150 million met with much opposition. There was a lack of steel 
and wood after the war and several types of prefab were more expensive than 
traditionally built brick houses. 
 
Bristol had one of the largest and most diverse stock of prefabs and there are about 
700 still existing, of which sixteen have been Grade II listed by English Heritage. The 
Excalibur estate in Catford (the London Borough of Lewisham) is the largest estate 
of post WWII prefab houses, with 187 wooden-framed bungalows, plus a flat-roofed 
prefab church. Six of these properties are now Grade II listed. 
In Ipswich prefabs were constructed in Bramford Lane and off Sidegate Lane, in a 
variety of different formats. The 150 bungalows in Inverness Road and Humber 
Doucy Lane have survived sixty five years. It is also possible to see a prefab kitted 
out in true vintage style at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford. This one was erected 
in Peckham, South London just after the war and was inhabited until 1978. 
 
Of course the terrible floods of 1953 in Felixstowe did no favours for this type of 
housing, but it was their positioning rather than the buildings themselves that led to 
such loss of life. Maybe it was this tragedy which spelt the beginning of the end of 
our prefabs, but it is sad that no reminder remains. It is said that two are still here in 
Felixstowe at the end of St Andrew`s Road, Garrison Lane end, but their positioning 
and make-over no longer remind us of the numerous simple white structures that 
were so much a part of our town.  



 
 

 
If only someone had had the foresight to save just one in its original state then surely 
our housing heritage would have been greatly enhanced. 
 
Phil Hadwen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sixty five years on – Prefabs in Ipswich 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                      Felixstowe – Prefabs? 

 
 



 
 

 
Planning Applications March 21 to July 7 2015 

 

SCDC has granted Permission for the following:  
Previous Applications 

38-40 Victoria Street: Conversion of redundant buildings to new dwellings.  
This site needs redeveloping and these proposals for residential housing will 
enhance the Conservation Area. 

Wolsey Gardens: Erect Shelter.  Enhances the gardens. 

Cotman Hall, Undercliff Road East: Change of use from tea rooms to function 
room etc plus a first floor extension.  These proposals can only benefit the 
Conservation Area and improve the street scene.  We endorse the use of traditional 
bricks for repair work to this Cotman Building. 

Recent Applications 

Part side garden 51 Westmorland Road:  New dwelling using existing access.  
We object to this proposal.  This would create a cramped form of development out of 
keeping with this area of well spaced housing with open gardens. 

51-53 Undercliff Road West:  Remove existing shop front etc. Change name, 
provide air conditioner.  These alterations will have little effect on the Conservation 
Area. 

Applications awaiting a decision 

Community Hall, High St Walton:  Replace Windows.  The Society has no 
objection to replacing the windows in this building.  However, we strongly suggest 
that the design of the new windows should more accurately match the old and thus 
retain the ambience of this old building. 

Other Applications 

Land to rear of 25 Undercliff Rd West:  Erect single dwelling with access off 
Lincoln Terrace.  The Society has to object to this application.  There is insufficient 
detail as to the stability of the cliff, which could well be affected by springs.  We also 
consider that the houses below will be at risk.  The plan does not show details of the 
third floor mentioned in the design and access report. REFUSED by SCDC. 

Land at Candlet Road (Cowpasture Farm):  560 dwellings etc.The Society  
objects to this proposal.   It is an unacceptable intrusion into viable farmland and into 
open countryside which is inconsistent with the Local Development Framework.  This 
development will adversely affect the visual aspects of the nearby AONB.   

We also consider development on this side of the approach to Felixstowe to be a 
retrograde step when this has always been considered to be a ‘natural’ boundary to 
this part of the town.  REFUSED by SCDC. 

Land adjacent to 20 Rosebery Road:  3 Bedroom dwelling.  The Society objects 
to this proposal.   This is an undesirable fragmentation of the side garden of the 



 
 

existing dwelling, involving a cramped form of development out of keeping with the 
overall character of the area. 

 

Advice to members 

The Felixstowe Society Plans Group is experiencing considerable difficulty in 
obtaining many of the plans for local planning applications because there seems to 
be problems at the SCDC offices in placing these on its web-site. Consequently 
some planning applications that we consider need to be reviewed, are simply not 
accessible. Therefore we would suggest that every member of The Felixstowe 
Society keeps a close watch on their immediate area and if they see any planning 
notices displayed and they have concerns they should write a letter, explaining their 
concerns, to  

Mr P J Ridley,  

Head of Planning Services,  

Suffolk Coastal District Council,  

Melton Hill,  

Woodbridge IP12 1AU  

They can also bring the matter to the attention of the Plans Committee (David 
Crawford, Peter Bridge, Phil Hadwen, Tony Hughes, Monica Smith, Alison Reeve 
and Eric Searle) who will try to follow it up. 

Remember - if The Society writes a letter of disapproval it only counts as one 
complaint, so it is important that anyone within the vicinity of a planning application 
who disapproves, must also write to SCDC as well and possibly encourage their 
neighbours to do likewise. Full details of how to write a letter of complaint to SCDC 
can be found on The Felixstowe Society website – www.felixstowesociety.org 

 

 

Mrs Simpson’s Tea Rooms 

              

               Now you see it…….                                               Now you don’t…… 

http://www.felixstowesociety.org/


 
 

   

                        If you wish to join The Society……… 

 

We have a range of activities including: 
x meetings which usually include a talk on some matter of interest 
x outings to places of interest 
x social gatherings  
x monitoring planning applications 
x conserving the environment ie work parties at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 

Pond 
 

Joining 
To join The Society please complete the Form and the Gift Aid Declaration on the 
next page, cut this page from the Newsletter and send with your membership 
subscription plus a stamped addressed envelope if you wish for a receipt to: 

 

Betty Woollan  
Membership Secretary  
The Pines 
Manor Road  
Trimley St. Mary IP11 0TU 
 
(No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed) 

 

Membership Subscriptions  (The annual subscription runs from January 1 ) 

Annual membership - single £7 
Joint membership - two people at same 
address 

£10 

Corporate membership  £20 
Young people under the age of 18  Free 

 

 
Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue & Customs 
treats donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. 
The charity can then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The 
Society is a charity and the membership subscription is a donation. If you wish to 
pay by Standing Order please use 

 

Bank Account Name: Felixstowe Society 
Sort Code: 20 - 98 - 07 
Account Number: 40380539 
 
 
 
 



 
 

If you wish to join The Society, cut                             
this page from the Newsletter.  
Complete both columns on this page                     
and send to Betty Woollan at the 
address given on Page 30 with a 
cheque payable to The Felixstowe 
Society for the correct subscription, 
and enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope if you require a receipt. 

Full names…………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………… 

Address ............................................ 

  Post Code ........................ 

Email ................................................ 
 

Telephone ........................................ 
 

I/We could give occasional help with -
- please tick 

 

Artwork Archives/Exhibitions  

Leading walks 

  Newsletter delivery 

  Organising activities 

  Work Party at Abbey Grove and Gulpher 

Pond 

Have you any relevant technical/       
professional expertise or special 
interests, for example, computer 
skills?........................................... 
 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
For office use only (please tick and 

date) Receipt issued ................... 

On Newsletter delivery list .................. 

Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals). 

Please ensure that the name on the 
cheque for the membership subscription  
(donation) is the same as the donor. 

Donor details 

Title ............ 
 
Forename(s) ................................ 
 
Surname ...................................... 
 

Address ....................................... 

Post Code .................. 

Telephone .................................... 
 

I would like The Felixstowe Society to 
treat all donations I make from the 
date of this declaration, until I notify 
you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. 
 

Donor to sign and date here 
 

sign  .............................................. 
 
date ........................... 
 

1. You can cancel this declaration at 
any time by notifying the 
Treasurer. 

2. You must pay an amount of income 
tax and/or capital gains tax at least 
equal to the amount The Society 
reclaims on your donation in the tax 
year. 

3. If in the future your circumstances 
change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income or capital gains equal to  
the tax The Society reclaims, you 
should cancel your declaration. See 
note 1. 

4. If you are unsure whether your 
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax 
relief, ask The Society, or ask your 
local tax office for leaflet IR65. 

5. Please notify The Society if you 
change your name or address. 



 
 

 
                        Mick and Diane’s garden 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 


