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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the 
Trimleys and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to: 

stimulate public interest in these areas 

promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local 
environment. 
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When Roger Baker retired as Chairman in November 2015, Phil Hadwen took 
on the role of Acting Chairman. The following Notes were written by Phil 
shortly before he died. It is a piece so typical of Phil - kind and generous 
comments about the work of others.  Ed. 

 
Notes from the Chairman 

A very happy and prosperous New Year to all our members, especially those new 
members who have just joined The Society. We have about 650 members, surely 
the highest in The Society’s history; great credit must go to Roger Baker who has 
advanced The Society in many areas during his tenure as Chairman. 

I am sad that Roger has passed on the baton because he has been a pleasure to 
work with and, without doubt, he got the best out of our fantastic committee. Roger 
did originally say that he only planned to be Chairman for two years, but he has 
continued beyond that. He is now taking on the role of Membership Secretary along 
with his ever helpful wife Meg and I am sure he will make a success of this as he did 
his Chairmanship. On behalf of all The Society members I would like to thank Roger 
for all his hard work and we wish him well in his new position. 

As John and Betty Woollan are standing down as Membership Secretaries I must 
also thank them for their contribution to The Society, which has been second to 
none. I cannot speak too highly of their fantastic dedication over many years. The 
Society owes them a tremendous debt of gratitude - thank you John and Betty. 

We have another change in the committee with the retirement of our popular 
Treasurer, Susanne Barsby. She is another stalwart of The Society and her hard 
work and commitment, over a great number of years, must be applauded. It is 
always difficult to replace a really good Treasurer but we have been extremely 
fortunate in gaining the services of Tony Horrocks, who comes highly recommended. 
We thank Susanne for all that she has done and we will miss her thoughtful 
contributions to committee meetings. 

We feel that The Felixstowe Society Newsletter is a quality publication, but it is only 
as good as its contributors so in order to bring a more personal touch, we would love 
to have anything to do with Felixstowe that we could publish which reflects people’s 
own reflections of our lovely town. It doesn’t have to be long, but a few sentences 
with a photograph would be greatly appreciated and would give a ‘different’ feel to 
the Newsletter. Do you have any information, memories and/or photographs of 
Manning’s Amusements (formerly Butlins), seaside Felixstowe - beach huts, 
amusements, the yacht pond, the Pier and Spa Pavilion, the Spa Gardens? 

Do feel free to comment on anything that the Society does - feedback is always 
welcome, even if it is not complimentary! 

Thank you for your great support and let us try to reach 700 members this year. 

Phil Hadwen 
 

Phil wanted this Newsletter to be full of colour. This one is for you, Phil. 
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Calendar -  January to May 2016 

(All Speaker Evenings are at 7.30pm at The Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road) 

January: 
Friday 8 Felixstowe Walkers - Langer Park - meet at 10.30am on the Prom 
opposite Beach Station Road - Grade 1 

Thursday 21 Felixstowe Walkers - Woodbridge - meet at 11am outside Deben 
Pool, Woodbridge - Grade 2 

Tuesday 26 Speaker Evening - 7.30pm - The US National Parks Service 1916 - 
2016 - Robert Scrimgeour 

  

February: 
Wednesday 3 Felixstowe Walkers - Old Felixstowe - meet at 10.30am at 
Brackenbury Sports Centre - Grade 2 

Tuesday 16 Felixstowe Walkers - Suffolk Food Hall - meet at 11am outside 
Suffolk Food Hall, Wherstead - Grade 3   

Tuesday 23 Speaker Evening - 7.30pm - An Evening with Hattie Bennett 

Friday 26 The Quiz - 7.30 (prompt start) - Trades and Labour Club, High Road 
West, Felixstowe - £7.50 per person (including supper). Teams of 4 to 8. Phone 
01394 285827 to book your table. 

Monday 29 Felixstowe Walkers - Fair Trade Walk - meet at 10.30am at Seaton 
Road Methodist Church - Grade 2 

 

March: 
Saturday 5 New Members’ Coffee Morning -10.30am - St John’s Meeting Room. 
Invitations will be sent.  

Friday 11 Felixstowe Walkers - Christchurch Park - meet at 11am outside 
Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich - Grade 2 

Wednesday 16 Beach Clean Up - 9.30am - meet at the Shelter nearest Seagull 
Cottage  

Tuesday 22 Speaker Evening - 7.30pm - Memories of Phil  

Thursday 24 Felixstowe Walkers - Felixstowe Ferry - meet at 10.30am outside St 
Nicholas Church - Grade 2  

 

April: 
Wednesday 6 Felixstowe Walkers - Daisy’s Walk - meet at 11am at Butley Corner 
car park, on the B1084 - Grade 3 
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Tuesday 19 Felixstowe Walkers - The Grove - meet at 10.30am at The Grove car 
park - Grade 3 

Monday 25  Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel - 7pm for 7.30pm 

Tuesday 26 Speaker Evening - 7.30 - Ferry Characters -  John White 

 

May: 
Wednesday 18 - Friday 20 - Mini Holiday to Portsmouth 

Tuesday 24 AGM - 7.30 -  Speaker to be advised 

 

Society News 
You may have noticed a new addition to Hamilton Gardens - an iconic red telephone 
box which used to be located at the top of the Pram Walk. The picture on the left 
shows the box, earlier this year, lying forlornly on its side while renovations to the 
Seafront Gardens took place. On the right, the phone box in its new position. It is 
sealed up to prevent vandalism. Phil Hadwen was instrumental in ensuring that the 
phone box was ‘rescued’ and restored. 

 

 

Another Houses of Parliament Visit 
Following two successful visits this year, we still have a number of our members who 
would like to visit the Houses of Parliament. If members are interested, please 
contact Keith Horn on 01394 270845 or email kjandehorn@btinternet.com. If there is 
sufficient interest, we will apply, once again, to our MP, Thérèse Coffey, for a Group 
Visit. Please remember that all those wishing to apply, need to be members of The 
Felixstowe Society. 

mailto:kjandehorn@btinternet.com
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The Society’s Archive 

Thank you to Jean Young for donating some historical pictures to the archive. 

The Society’s archive is being catalogued. It is hoped to provide a display of archive 
material at May’s AGM 

We would be very pleased to receive donations of photos, documents etc covering 
the history of Felixstowe, Walton and the Trimleys. Please contact Bev Boyce on 
01394 672184. 

 

Restoration of the Bath Hotel Plaque 

    
In April 2014, one hundred years to the day since two suffragettes set fire to the Bath 
Hotel, The Society unveiled a plaque to commemorate this event. Due to building 
work by Gipping Homes, the plaque was removed and stored until it could be placed 
back in its original position. Thank you Gipping Homes. 

 

The Society’s Newsletter 
The Editor would like to thank the following for their advice and support with this 
issue: 

Consultant Editor - Tony Hughes  

 Phil Hadwen, Susanne Barsby, Keith and Elizabeth Horn, Diana Robinson. 

The deadline for the next edition is MARCH 31, 2016.The Editor would very much 
welcome contributions for the next Newsletter from members of The Society. 
Feedback on this Newsletter would also be very welcome. 

Please contact Bev Boyce on 01394 672184 or b.boyce141@btinternet.com 
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Beach Clean - Saturday September 19 
A record attendance and a glorious September morning characterised the annual  
National Big Beachwatch weekend. 40 adults and 3 children joined us to clean the 
stretch of beach from Cobbold’s Point to the Pier. Members of The Society were 
joined by members of The Felixstowe Chalet and Beach Hut Owners’ Association, 
10 employees from Damco who joined us on our June Beach Clean, and members 
of the Felixstowe Swimscapes. Several members of the public also joined us 
including one young lady who was just on her way to work at an ice cream kiosk 
further along the Prom. She was early for work and parked her bike, grabbed a sack 
and set to work helping to clean one of the sections of beach. Other members of the 
public who were out for a stroll on the Prom also said that they would like to join us 
for future Beach Cleans. 

Some parts of the beach were very clean but we still managed to pick up 46.5 kgs. 
406 items were recorded on the 100 metres of beach surveyed near to the Spa 
Pavilion of which 154 pieces were small bits of plastic. Only one item of interest was 
a rather nice table fork which had been left on the beach, perhaps after a family 
picnic. Thanks, once again, to Keith and Elizabeth Horn for a superbly organised 
event. 

Please join us for the next Beach Clean on Wednesday March 16. We meet at the 
shelter nearest Seagull Cottage.  

Below are examples of items found during our Beach Clean - the size of the bubbles 
reflects the frequency of each item found.  
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The Seafront Gardens and Felixstowe Forward Change 
Tuesday September 22 

For our first Speaker Evening of the 
Autumn season, we were delighted to 
welcome John Biglin and Helen 
Greengrass, pictured left, with Phil 
Hadwen. 

John Biglin, Community Development 
Officer, gave a wonderfully evocative 
powerpoint presentation of pictures from 
the original Seafront Gardens. He 
explained that much of the refurbishment 
will not be seen as most of the work is 

located underground, particularly in the water features. John spoke of each section 
of the gardens and pointed out the Heritage Trail Plaques. 

   

Helen Greengrass, Felixstowe Forward Change Director, appointed in April 2015, 
has already listened to local views about how Felixstowe should develop its 
potential. She is tasked with promoting Felixstowe as a ‘high quality destination 
town, preserving and promoting its heritage and supporting and developing 
enterprise and entrepreneurship’.  

Helen highlighted several projects which are underway. The Friends of the Seafront 
Gardens is a way in which more Felixstowe residents can be involved in maintaining 
the newly refurbished gardens. There are joining details on the Seafront Gardens 
website. The Sports Hub, a working group made up of sports club representatives, 
Felixstowe Academy and Council officers, seeks to secure funding to improve 
facilities and generate space for all clubs to increase participation at the three main 
sporting sites; Eastwood Ho, Dellwood Avenue and Coronation Sports Ground. I am 
sure we all wish Helen well in her role of ensuring that Felixstowe remains a ‘Great 
Day By The Sea’. 
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Memories of a Felixstowe 
Childhood and Competing in the 
Olympics - Tuesday October 27 

A large audience arrived to hear about the 
interesting life of Bill Tancred, the Olympian 
from Felixstowe. 

He regaled us with a fascinating account of his 
early years and how he developed his throwing 
skills. We also heard how he progressed from 
representing Suffolk to claiming his first Great 
Britain vest. Bill represented his country 55 
times in all the major competitions - Olympics, 
Commonwealth Games (where he won silver 
and bronze medals), European Championships and AAA competitions. In all, Bill 
was the British Champion discus thrower seven times and his longest throw - 64.94 
metres in 1974 - would have qualified him for the British team in the 2012 London 
Olympics!  

His fascinating stories about the 1968 Olympics in Mexico, where he saw Bob 
Beamon achieve that unbelievable long jump world record and the dreadful events at 

Munich in 1972, had the audience gripped. Bill 
also shared with us some of the lessons he 
learnt about the psychological aspects of his 
sport. 

Among the various mementos Bill showed us 
were his jacket badges, his certificate for a 
British All - Comers record, the Penguin book 
he co - wrote with his daughter about the 
Olympic Games and a photograph of him 
shaking hands with the Queen (who wore white 
gloves and we know why) and a picture of Bill, 
in superstar days, alongside two promising 
athletes - Sebastian Coe and David Moorcroft! 

We then heard a little about Bill’s life after he 
had finished competing. He felt reticent about 
listing his successes but he became an IAAF 
coach, was awarded the MBE for services to 
sport in 1992 and he helped to set up the British 
Institute of Sport in Sheffield in 1996. 

A truly enlightening and wonderful evening, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Phil Hadwen 
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The Enhancement of the Environment Awards 
At the Speaker Evening on October 27 our Chairman, Roger Baker, presented these 
annual awards to the winners pictured below. 

  

From left to right: Don Baker (Fludyers), Alan Coombes (105, Undercliff Road), 
Andy McNab (Maritime), Roger Baker, Steve Bloomfield, David Button, Paul 
Bloomfield - the latter three are all associated with the Lloyds Bank building. 
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Enhancement of the Environment Awards 
The following list shows the award winners, including the original reasons 
given by the judges, since the scheme was inaugurated in 1985. 

In 1987, 1989, 1991, 1996, 2002, 2004, 2006, and 2010, no award was given. 

 

1985:  Hair Parlour, Cobbold Road for the refurbishment. 

Barclays Bank, Hamilton Road for the refurbishment. 

 

1986:  The Town Station for its total refurbishment by the Co-operative Society. 

 

1988:  Sangamo Industrial Building, Langer Road. A very attractive design for a                 
new industrial building. (The company is now called Itron.) 

New Customs House, Landguard Viewpoint Road. An attractive design with some 
excellent landscape detail. 

 

1990:  Renovations and extensions to flats at the corner of York and Ranelagh     
Roads by a private developer. 

 

1992: The Water Clock, Spa Gardens by Rex Garrod. (It never worked properly and 
is now located on top of the Manning’s building.) 

 

1993:  Extension to Langer Road Primary School by the architects of Suffolk 
County Council. This was a very sympathetic addition to a Victorian building. 

John Bradfield Viewing Area by the Port of Felixstowe. 

 

1994: The Caretaker’s House, High Road West by East Suffolk Mind. This was a 
total refurbishment of essentially a derelict building. (It is now occupied by a training 
college.) 

 

1995: The Cavendish Community Church, Grange Farm Avenue. An interesting 
new building. 

Abbeygate Lighting, Cobbold Road for refurbishment including a new pitched roof. 

 

1997:  South Beach Mansion for its renovation from near dereliction. 
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1998:  The Old Vicarage, Grange Road. Total refurbishment into flats by the Orbit   
Housing Association; this is a Listed building, which was rescued from near 
dereliction. 

Maidstone County Infants School for an extension by architects of Suffolk County 
Council. 

 

1999:   119, St Andrews Road for total refurbishment by local builders. 

Brackenbury Sports Centre for its extension and landscaping by Suffolk Coastal 
District Council. 

 

2000:   Riverside Court, Undercliff Road West. New flats by a private developer. A 
sympathetic addition to a less attractive part of Felixstowe. 

Walton Housing Project, Maidstone Road, Walton. A new development by the 
Suffolk Heritage Housing Association. This includes flats for young people and three 
bungalows for disabled people. 

 

2001:  Wolsey Gardens Lookout. An attractive and well designed area created by  
Suffolk Coastal District Council. 

 

2003:  Felixstowe Ferry Millennium Green. 

 

2005:  Broadway House, Orwell Road. An excellent replacement for the previous 
building with good quality building work. 

63, Bath Road. Care had been taken to ensure this new house blended in very well 
with the surrounding properties mirroring many of the features which make this road 
particularly attractive. 

The Rosery, corner of Cambridge and Cobbold Roads. Care and attention had been 
taken in combining the original building with the new addition which provides much 
needed rental accommodation. 

 

2007:  New extension to Fairfield Infants School. 

New extension to Langer Primary School. 

Rebuilding of the wall at Cranmer Cliff Gardens, Maybush Lane. 

 

2008:   Wainwright’s Estate Agents. Care taken to restore the original features of 
158, Hamilton Road. 
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Palace Bingo and Cinema for renovation work to the exterior of this Art Deco 
building. 

10, Priory Road. A recently built house which has been sympathetically designed to 
fit in with those around it.  

 

2009:  Kiligarth Court for the renovation of this Victorian building. 

Café Bencotto. Care taken to restore and reuse most of the original front of this 
historic fire station building. 

Extension to the west end of St. John’s Church, Orwell Road. The extension 
provides excellent new facilities and the external window complements those of the 
church. 

 

2011:  Brierfield Residential Home, Trimley St Mary for much needed extension, 
created in a very tasteful manner. 

93, Cliff Road. A bold, unusual design for the 21st century. 

70, Cobbold Road. A high standard of renovation. 

 

2012:  72, Brook Lane – general enhancement of the property. 

 

2013:  1 Links, Avenue.  

Suffolk Coastal for the new sea defences at Cobbold’s Point. 

Bethesda Baptist Church for the renovation of their building. 

 
2014:   34, Gainsborough Road for the innovative conversion of an old church and 
artists’ studio into a comfortable, modern dwelling. 
 

 

                    The Water Clock                            Cotman Residential Home 
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Award for the Enhancement of the Environment 2016 

 
The Executive Committee of The Felixstowe Society will be considering suggestions 
for this Award during March 2016. If members have any proposals will they please 
complete nominations on the green insert, enclosed with this Newsletter. This should 
be for developments completed during 2015. 

To remind you, the aims of the scheme are as follows: 

i To recognise developments which have made a positive and beneficial 
contribution to the town (particularly important). 

i To stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the town. 
i To encourage such developments in the future. 
 

Both landscaping and architectural schemes can be nominated. The list below 
suggests some questions which it might be helpful to ask when considering 
nominations for the Award: 

x Is the scheme in character with the surroundings? This may depend upon the 
area having a distinct identity. It need not necessarily be in character if it is to 
serve as a focal point or terminates an important view. 
 

x Is the scheme in scale? (Scale is not size. It is the relationship of one building to 
another. Contrast can be positive and interesting, or negative and detract from 
the area.) 
 

x For restoration: Is the scheme an improvement on the original building or setting, 
or is it a restoration of the original? Does it add or detract from the designers’ 
intentions? 
 

x Is the scheme well detailed? Have sympathetic materials been used? Has colour 
been applied imaginatively? Have any aspects such as signs, down - pipes, 
paving, been considered only as an after - thought? Have too many, or too few, 
materials been used and are these pleasing to the eye in adding up to a unified 
whole? 

 
x Is the quality of workmanship and the standard of finish of good quality? If it is an 

older scheme, has it stood the test of time? Is maintenance suffering? 
 

x Does the scheme create an impact? Would it be good to have similar schemes 
elsewhere? Is it an example of good practice? 

 
Not all of these considerations will come into play in all circumstances, but the last 
two points will always be important. 

 

Please take part and send in your nomination, on the green insert.  
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Memories of Phil 
Phil joined The Society in 2005, having retired from a 40 - year career in teaching. 
He became involved in leading walks and joining the Executive Committee in 2007. 
Phil inaugurated Research Corner in the September 2007 Newsletter and he 
contributed a wealth of historical and architectural information to Speaker Evenings, 
the Newsletter and the Sunday Walks programme. Phil masterminded the first 
Society Quiz night in January 2008. In the same year he led a Speaker Evening 
about the 1953 Felixstowe Floods and also gave a talk about Felixstowe Ferry later 
in the year. The books Phil co-authored have become valuable reference books 
about the history of Felixstowe. 2008 was also the year in which Phil became Vice-
Chairman of The Society. 

Phil was the guiding force in developing two very 
successful Heritage Weekends in 2012 and 
2014. 

His extensive network of contacts in the town 
and his enthusiasm for showing the very best 
the town had to offer in terms of its history and 
architecture, convinced many, in the town, to 
open their homes and historic buildings to the 
many visitors who flocked to the event. 

On the left is a photo from the one of the events 
held in 2014. A number of former owners and 
employees of the Alex shared their 
reminiscences of the café. Phil had worked at 
the café as a teenager and he gave many 
entertaining stories of his time there. 

Phil was well-known for his extensive knowledge of the history and architecture of 
Felixstowe. He was involved in the siting of The Society’s plaques; a scheme 
inaugurated by George Buckland. 

Below - talking about Sammy Wall prior to the unveiling of the plaque next to 
Susan’s Flowers in Walton High 
Street. 

Shortly before he died, Phil was 
also organising the siting of a 
plaque, at the Wolsey Lookout to 
commemorate Radio Caroline. It 
is to be hoped that this will be 
completed. 
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Among the many tributes paid to Phil, at the time of his death: 

‘Phil loved London. Now and again, he drove to Manningtree, purchased a 
Travelcard (cheaper from Manningtree) and travelled right into Central London. He 
walked around all day, buying coffee and food as and when. If the timing was right, 
he went to a concert at St Martins in - the - Field. He returned very refreshed. Over 
the years I valued Phil’s advice in the preparation of the many Newsletters for which 
I was responsible. He had the ability to create prose of all sorts to fill all sorts of 
spaces and how to fill blank spaces.’  Tony Hughes 

 

‘What a wonderful person and how most people in Felixstowe are going to miss him. 
If you enjoyed an interesting talk - he was superb on so many subjects - Edith 
Cavell, Suffragettes, Sea Planes and every aspect of Felixstowe from the start of the 
town as a seaside resort. Phil liked to talk about Felixstowe, a town he loved so 
dearly and show us wonderful photos from the mid 1850s onwards. Phil also led 
crowds of people on walks around Felixstowe telling about Cotman’s buildings which 
have such a distinctive style and are such an important part of Felixstowe’s heritage. 
For most of us who loved quizzing, Phil was the best Quiz Master ever - always in 
control and keeping the questions coming thick and fast. Thank you Phil for the 
thousands of pounds you helped raise for local and national charities. Phil was a 
respected school teacher in Felixstowe and elsewhere. How his students loved his 
lessons which were always interesting and never boring.  

Phil - ‘Mr Felixstowe’ - we will all miss you so much.’   Kay Linley 

 

‘Phil - a self-made man who never forgot his roots or people who helped him 
achieve. A friend from Junior School remembers him as positive all his life and an 
individual. I remember Phil as a kind man and although very busy, he gave some 
time to play chess when my grandson was learning. Phil was a chess champion as a 
teenager. He was absolutely devoted to this town and proud of its heritage. I 
remember him as a teenager - always cheery with a good sense of humour.’ Diana 
Robinson 
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The Bartlet Conversion - November 24 
 

Our two guests, pictured left, Peter 
Blemings and Paul Orriss of Gipping 
Homes organised and delivered a 
stimulating presentation about the history of 
The Bartlet and the efforts which led to its 
current conversion.  

Peter began with a moving and sincere 
tribute to Phil Hadwen with whom he had 
planned to write a book about The Bartlet. 

Phil gave Peter, and the project, immense support and Phil will be sorely missed by 
the team at Gipping Homes. 

Alongside some rarely seen photos of The Bartlet, Peter noted a family connection 
with the building in that two of his grandparents and his father - in – law all attended 
the former hospital. Having submitted a successful bid for the vandalised and derelict 
building, Peter and his team quickly appreciated the need to preserve and maintain 
the features in addition to restoring the extensive damage that had occurred. The 
team saw this as a chance to be part of a new legacy which extended the original 
1920s vision of Dr John Bartlet and the architect Munroe Cautley. Peter also 
informed us that the 1920s original building costs were £49,897; about 2.5 million in 
today’s money. Many of the original features including the timber roof structure are 
superb examples of engineering and craftsmanship. 

We learnt so much about the efforts to restore the various features. The stunning 
before and after pictures of the brickwork were testament to the skill of Peter’s 
workmen. In fact, one of the workmen had spent just over two years solely working 
on restoring all the brickwork on site. 

On the right, some of the original tiles which 
have been incorporated into the new 
apartments. Cautley House, part of the old Bath 
Hotel, has also been developed showing 
Peter’s philosophy of high quality craftmanship 
and attention to detail. It was evident that Peter 
has created a team who are passionate about 
the work. He noted that some former workers 
have returned to the company, specially to 
work on The Bartlet project.  

Peter has stated that The Bartlet is his last project before retirement beckons as his 
wife, Heather, has already retired from the business. The proposed book will be 
eagerly anticipated, judging by this presentation. What a joy to hear a speaker who is 
passionate about his subject and shows such respect for an iconic Felixstowe 
building. 
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The Society Members’ Feature 
Two founder members of The Society have 
decided to retire from their job as Membership 
Secretaries. Betty and John Woollan both 
joined The Society in 1978; John becoming its 
first Secretary.  

They are a well-travelled family through John’s 
service in the Royal Army Service Corps. 
However their story starts in Reading when 
Betty first saw ten-year old John; they later 
met at a church Youth Centre when they were 
both 14 and became a couple from that time. 

At 18, John was posted to Karachi, Pakistan 
for nearly four years leaving Betty back in the 
UK but in 1954 they married and Betty then 
accompanied John on his posting to the Isle of 
Wight. 

Their next posting was rather more exotic, in Libya, where their first child Margaret 
was born. Both Betty and John recall the friendly shopkeepers in the souk but the 
situation in Libya deteriorated as King Idris ‘threw out’ the British troops. A posting in 
Episkopi, Cyprus followed during the time of the EOKA troubles. For the family it 
must have seemed like going from one hot spot to another. All British forces were 
under curfew and their local beach was guarded while they went swimming. John 
was now a Sergeant Shift Leader working at the Signals Centre and he remembers 
working a total of 84 hours, one week in three.  Betty and John’s twins, Rosemary 
and David, were born in Cyprus. 

Eventually this posting ended and the family faced a nine hour flight back to the UK. 
He was posted to work at the War Office but as his rank, plus service, was 
insufficient to entitle him to a married quarter in London the family found private 
accommodation in West Wickham. Betty typifies many service wives in the calm and 
practical way in which she dealt with the variety of different postings and settling the 
children into different homes and schools in different countries. The overseas 
postings continued with a four year posting to Jamaica where their fourth child, Ian, 
was born. Again the posting coincided with a momentous event as Jamaica 
celebrated its independence from the UK. John was seconded to the Jamaican 
Defence Force as an Instructor. Betty and John both remember this posting as 
idyllic; their rented bungalow was beautiful and the weather was pleasant for most of 
the year.  

A return to the UK meant a job with NATO HQ in Belgravia for John. Still not entitled 
to a married quarter, the family bought a house in Braintree as John had to live 
within 40 miles of London. A seven year posting to Germany then followed. The 
family very much enjoyed living in Germany initially at Hohne and then Sennelager. 
John became Editor of the Hohne News and went into the printing business as a 
profitable sideline. This meant that they were able to buy a property in Garrison Lane 
when they returned to the UK. In November 1976 John left the Army having attained 
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the rank of Warrant Officer, Class 1 after 28 years’ service and joined the Civil 
Service. Both Betty and John had friends in Felixstowe and were impressed with the 
town when they first visited. 

They soon became involved in the League of Friends of Felixstowe Hospitals and 
Betty is still the Membership Secretary of that organisation. Both Betty and John took 
an active part in the social activities of The Felixstowe Society. A 3 year posting to 
London with Customs & Excise meant that John had to relinquish his role as 
Secretary, but Betty took on the role of Membership Secretary seeing the 
membership rise from 75 members in 1978 to over 600 in 2015. They also organised 
the distribution of the newsletters - an enormous logistical task. 

 Both Betty and John believe that The Society played an important role in saving the 
Town Station and that the social activities were so enjoyable in getting to know so 
many people in the town. Betty, in particular, feels that the exchange visits with other 
Societies in Suffolk, Essex and Norfolk were a real highlight of The Society’s 
activities. Societies would organise morning coffee for members of the visiting 
Society, followed by a tour of the locality or other relevant activities. Lunch and 
afternoon tea would also be organised and the day gave members of each Society 
the opportunity to chat and exchange information about each other’s events and 
issues; members being able to read each other’s newsletter was also valuable. 

John and Betty have given sterling service to The Society and it was a real pleasure 
to talk to such a delightful and interesting couple. 

Ed. 

 

John and Betty man their final Membership desk at the October Speaker 
Evening. 
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Felixstowe Walkers 
We continued with our fortnightly programme of walks throughout Autumn with a 
short gap in early September due to walk leaders’ holidays. On September 23 we 
had good weather for a walk around the Landguard Nature Reserve starting and 
ending at the Fort. After a bracing walk, refreshments at the Viewpoint Café are 
always welcome. 

Rendlesham Forest is an ever 
popular location for walks - see 
photo at left.                                                                           

Heavy rain before the walk, on 
October 6, did not bode well but 
the rain held off and there was 
surprisingly little mud. 

Nearer to home, a walk through the 
newly refurbished Spa Gardens on 
October 19 went down well, helped 
by the exceptionally mild autumn 
weather. We were made very 
welcome afterwards at the Trinity 
Methodist Church where Fairtrade 
refreshments were served. At 
Waldringfield on October 30, the 
weather was more typically 
autumnal, drizzly and overcast. 
However we still got twenty walkers 
who enjoyed excellent river views. 

We were saddened to learn, at Brackenbury on November 12, of the sudden death 
of Phil Hadwen. Phil had been a big supporter of Felixstowe Walkers and had 
smoothed its transition to the umbrella of The Felixstowe Society a couple of years 
ago. He had led some walks and attended several more. He will be sorely missed. 
The walk itself was well attended. We had good weather and enjoyed Felixstowe’s 
coastal scenery.  

Walks continued throughout the autumn and early winter with walks in Woodbridge, 
from the Suffolk Food Hall and along the Prom. 

We are always looking for new walk leaders as, inevitably, we have lost a few 
through illness and other causes. If you are interested, please have a word with 
Laurence Gilbert, me or one of the other current walk leaders. You will be made very 
welcome and we will support you in the role - particularly in the initial stages. Either 
as a leader or an ordinary walker, please join us if you can during the spring. We 
never cancel if we can avoid it - so turn up, whatever the weather. 

Alan Muchal 
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Conservation Matters 
Work continues at both Gulpher Pond and Abbey Grove as the following pictures 
attest. Thanks to Judith Hedges for the photos. 

 

                          Alan Muchal and Bob Stoner - a spot of cleaning. 

 

Abbey Grove Working Party meets every Tuesday from 9.30-12.00. 

 

       

            

    Volunteers raking the Cowpasture           Wood chips are laid on muddy  

   meadow, to encourage more flowers                        paths. 

   to grow next year. 
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Research Corner 25 - A Family History 

Phil Hadwen was a significant contributor to our newsletters and, in particular, to 
Research Corner. He was very keen that other members of The Society should also 
contribute articles so we are very fortunate that one of our new members, Ian Goult, 
has sent extracts from a book he has recently written. Ian was born in Felixstowe at 
the Marlborough Hotel and witnessed life in the town before and after the Second 
World War.  

Extract from Chapter 1- Minor Entrepreneurs in Small Communities 

Background: 

‘Walton Mill, which stands in the village of 
Walton in Suffolk, less the sails, was run 
by the author’s great grandfather, John 
Bloomfield; a tower mill, it ground corn to 
be shipped to London by his barge from 
Walton Creek, later to be the site for the 
Port of Felixstowe. 

 

Walton Mill - a sketch, circa 1880, at the 
time it was run by John Bloomfield. 

 

John Bloomfield, born in 1834, one of nine children married Rachel Jane Wharton 
from Trimley. They had 17 children of whom 12 survived. 

In the photograph Alice, 
pictured far right on the back 
row, married William Dawson. 
It was the Dawson family, 
including their daughters, who 
were examples of positive 
small town entrepreneurs 
active in Felixstowe during 
the 1930s. 

Note the twins on the left and 
right of the front row, known 
locally as the Terrible Twins 
of Trimley! They later 
emigrated to America.  

 

Unsurprisingly there are Bloomfields to be found throughout the old British Colonies. 
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William Dawson was a tenant dairy farmer and his wife, Alice, ran the dairy complete 
with milkmaids. There were no bottle or cartons; the milk was contained in a large 
urn placed on the back of a horse - drawn cart. A householder would come out with a 
jug; a measuring cup was dipped in to the urn and the milk poured into the jug. 

 

  

                           Alice Dawson                                     William Dawson 

 

Alice Dawson was also the guiding spirit to turn a group of boarding houses into a 
group of three of the largest hotels on the seafront in Felixstowe. This was achieved 
despite suffering from chronic bronchitis, possibly the result of a flu epidemic. The 
entire Dawson family caught it apart from one of their daughters, Evelyn, despite 
looking after the whole family while they were laid low with the epidemic. Evelyn 
helped her mother run the boarding houses until she accepted a post to teach 
English at the Berlety School in Rome in 1911. It was unusual for single women to 
travel alone across Europe in those days; but it appears that Evelyn was not a usual 
woman. 
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The school taught adult pupils, mainly from the professions and some students were 
from countries as far afield as China. One student, noting how exhausted she was, 
late one evening, suggested Evelyn would do better to give private tuition. Hence the 
business card on the previous page. 

 

                         Frank Goult                                         Evelyn Goult 

 

Evelyn returned to England in 1912, obtaining a post at the Credito - Italiano Bank. 
Frank Goult, at that time working in the city, met Evelyn Dawson while his family 
were on holiday in Felixstowe. They continued to meet in London and married in 
1916, renting a house in Hitchin. It is interesting to note that nearly 100 years ago it 
was possible to travel from Hitchin to Kings Cross station in half an hour. 

In 1916, Frank Goult joined the Royal flying Corps, serving in Italy. It was on his 
return that he joined his father -  in - law to set up Dawson and Goult, motor 
engineers. 

As the business grew so did the premises. Alongside the workshop were 30 private 
lock - up garages for the safe keeping of the new car owners who had no garages 
attached to their homes and who were reluctant to leave their precious acquisitions 
on the road. 

The author’s grandfather, appreciating the increasing popularity of seaside holidays, 
started to buy boarding houses one by one until he had control of the whole block 
which he converted into his first hotel - ‘The Marlborough’. 

Ian Goult 
 

In May’s newsletter Ian will describe life at The Marlborough in the 1930s. 
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Planning Applications  July 7 to November 1 2015 

 
SCDC has granted permission for the following: 
 
Previous applications 
 
Marlborough Hotel, Sea Road: Change of use from a hotel to a hotel and 
residential accommodation. Existing one storey on the back to be demolished. 
New three storey building on Russell Road. We supported some of the 
conversions but objected to the on - street parking proposals and considered the 
façade of the three storey building would detract from the built environment of the 
Conservation Area. 
 
Community Hall, High Street Walton: Replace windows. We had no objection to 
replacing the windows but suggested the design of the replacements should be more 
sympathetic to this old building. 
 
Recent applications 
 
1, The Mews, Bath Road: Replacement of lantern windows and roof lights. 
These alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 
 
The Beeches, Martello Lane: Two storey side extension with single storey rear 
extension and detached cart lodge. The Society objects to this proposal. The two 
storey element creates a cramped form of development out of keeping with this area 
of large houses in the Conservation Area. The first floor extension would be 
detrimental to the visual aspect and could well overshadow and impinge on 
neighbouring properties. 
 
55, Undercliff Road West: Signage. These proposed signs will have little effect on 
the Conservation Area. 
 
Part side garden at 5, Rosemary Avenue: Outline application for one dwelling. 
The development of this site, depending on the design of the building, will have little 
effect on the Conservation Area. 
 
91, Undercliff Road West: Conversion of ground floor offices of 91 and 93 
Undercliff Road West to Restaurant/Takeaway. Convert upper floors to flats 
and put a new pitched roof over the second floor of 91. The Society objects to 
the alterations to the front and side of the building. In our view the alterations will 
destroy the Art Deco character of the building which would be detrimental to the 
Conservation Area. In particular, the pitched roof and the decorations and alterations 
to the frontage are detrimental to the vintage appearance of the site. We recommend 
that a different approach be taken to the repair of the flat roof using modern 
techniques that would have a less intrusive effect on the outline of the houses and 
would be preferable to a pitched roof. However we have no objection to the internal 
alterations and the uses proposed for the interior. 
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Applications awaiting a decision 
 
Cotman Hall, Undercliff Road East: Variation of hours of use. The Society 
objects to this weekend extension. From the noise assessment it appears that there 
is unlikely to be much noise from the hall. However, our objection concerns the late 
night noise of departing people and vehicles. 
 
18, Manning Road: Change of use from shop to dwelling. The unused shop is 
part of an existing dwelling. We have no objection, in principle, to this proposal but it 
was difficult to assess any impact on the Conservation Area. 
 
18, Beatrice Avenue: New dwelling on side of existing flats. We object to this 
proposal. It is a gross overdevelopment of this site. The effect of this 
extension/dwelling is totally out of character for this residential road of substantial 
houses and would unbalance the building. 
 
Felixstowe Leisure Centre, Undercliff Road West: Reprofiling of the 
Promenade and improve access to the front of the Pier. These alterations to this 
site can only improve the Conservation Area. 
 
Felixstowe Lawn Tennis Club, Bath Road: Replace 9m floodlight with a 12m 
telecommunications monopole and ancillary ground equipment. We appreciate 
the need for these new ‘hubs’ for telecommunications particularly as it is going to be 
shared services. However, The Society objects to the high aerial on this site. In our 
view, this monopole is visually obtrusive and could be better located elsewhere in the 
town such as the Ranelagh Gardens car park. The proposed location of this aerial 
would be a major detriment to the Conservation Area. 
 
Abbeyfields House, 53, Orwell Road: Change of use to a house in multiple 
occupation. These alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 
 
Other applications 

 
Bligh Manor/ The Lilacs, The Ferry, Felixstowe: Single bedroom dwelling. The 
Society has no objection to the design of the building. However, this proposal does 
not conform to the Local Development Framework (LDF). While we understand that 
the improvements to existing properties are acceptable, there should be no new 
buildings on this site. These alterations to the boat workshop do, in our view, 
constitute a new dwelling in this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and thus does 
not meet the criteria of the LDF. REFUSED by SCDC. 
 
3A, Constable Road: Prior approval for proposed change of use from offices to 
residential. These proposed alterations will have little effect on the Conservation 
Area. REFUSED by SCDC. 
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Advice To Members 
 

The Felixstowe Society Plans Group occasionally experiences difficulty in obtaining 
many of the plans for local planning applications because there seems to be 
problems at the SCDC offices in placing these on its website. Consequently some 
planning applications that we consider need to be reviewed, are simply not 
accessible. 
Therefore we suggest that every member of The Felixstowe Society keeps a close 
watch on their immediate area and if they see any planning notices displayed and 
they have concerns, they should write a letter explaining their concerns to: 
 
Mr P J Ridley, 
 
Head of Planning Services,   
 
Suffolk Coastal District Council, 
 
Melton Hill, 
 
Woodbridge IP12 1AU. 
 
Members can also bring the matter to the attention of the Plans Committee (David 
Crawford, Peter Bridge, Tony Hughes, Monica Smith, Alison Reeve and Eric Searle) 
who will try to follow it up. 
 
Remember - if The Society writes a letter of disapproval it only counts as one 
complaint, so it is important that anyone within the vicinity of a planning application 
who disapproves, must also write to SCDC as well and possibly encourage their 
neighbours to do likewise. Full details of how to write a letter of complaint to SCDC 
can be found on The Felixstowe Society website - www.felixstowesociety.org.  
 

 

Progress at The Bartlet 
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If you wish to join….. 

You will be warmly welcomed to our vibrant and lively Society. 

We offer… 

x A varied programme of Speaker Evenings 
x Social events 
x One day trips to places of interest in Suffolk and beyond 
x A three -  day residential trip to places of historical and cultural interest 
x A newsletter three times a year 
x Community activities such as the Beach Clean and conservation work at Abbey 

Grove 
 

Please complete the Membership Application and the Gift Aid Declaration, cut pages 29 
and 30 from the Newsletter and send with your membership subscription plus a 
stamped addressed envelope if you want a receipt to: 

 
Tony Horrocks 
Treasurer 
35 High Road East, 
Felixstowe IP11 9JS 

 
(No receipt will be sent unless a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed) 
 
Membership Subscriptions (The annual subscription runs from January 1st). 
 

Annual Membership - single £7 
Joint Membership - two people at same address £10 

Young People under the age of 18 Free 
Corporate Membership £20 

 
 

Gift Aid is tax relief on money donated to UK charities. HM Revenue and Customs 
treats donations as if the donor had already deducted basic rate tax from them. The 
charity can then reclaim this tax to increase the value of a donation. The Society is a 
charity and the membership subscription is a donation. Please fill in the form and 
increase your subscription by 20% at no cost to you. 
Standing Order Tick box if you wish to set up a standing order to pay your membership 

renewal fees.   
    
Pay your first joining fee by cheque or cash but then set up a standing order with your 
bank for subsequent years’ renewals for a date in January. You will need to quote the 
following details of The Society’s account. Note that you can cancel the standing order at 
any time. 

 
Bank Account Name:    Felixstowe Society 
Sort Code:    20-98-07 
Account Number:   40380539 

 
For Office Use only:  Receipt no……    On spreadsheet…… On dist list………. 
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Gift Aid Declaration (for individuals) 

Please ensure that the name on the cheque for the membership subscription 
(donation) is the same as the donor. 

Donor details 

Title……………….Forename(s)……………………………………………………………. 

Surname………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Post Code………………………..Telephone………………………………………………. 

I would like The Felixstowe Society to treat all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. 

Donor to sign and date here 

Sign………………………………………………………Date…………………………… 

1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Treasurer. 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal 

to the amount The Society reclaims on your donation in the tax year. 
3. If, in the future, your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your 

income or capital gains equal to the tax The Society reclaims, you should 
cancel your declaration. See note - page 29. 

4. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask The 
Society, or ask your local tax office for leaflet IR65.Please notify The Society if 
you change your name or address.  

Membership Application 
 

Full names……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………....................... 

PostCode…………………………………Telephone…………………………………….............. 

Email…………………………………………………………………………………....................... 

I/We could give occasional help with - please tick: 

� Archiving/Exhibitions 
� Leading Walks 
� Newsletter Delivery 
� Organising Activities 
� Working Group at Abbey Grove/Gulpher Pond 

Relevant professional/technical expertise - please give details………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

We enclose £……………………….being the subscription for……………………….. people 
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The Shelter - a long awaited addition to the Seafront 
Gardens in 2015 

   

                   May                                            August  
 

   

                     October                                            November 
 

As we were going to press, the Shelter was scheduled to open in December- 
enjoy! 
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Mick and Diane’s garden in November 
 

 

 

The latest addition to the garden              

 
       


