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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either live 
or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also very welcome from the Trimleys 
and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to: 

stimulate public interest in these areas 

promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local 
environment. 
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Notes from the Chairman 

How life can change overnight !! The Chairman’s Notes in the January Newsletter 
were written by Phil Hadwen who was about to take over the Chairmanship of The 
Society from me. He has quite rightly been described as “Mr Felixstowe” and his 
knowledge of the town and his passion for its heritage were an inspiration to us all. By 
the time you read this, a plaque to Phil will have been unveiled in the shelter in the 
Town Hall Gardens. 

I am pleased to acknowledge the way in which your Committee members and many 
others have rallied round to offer their services to fill the gap which Phil’s death has 
left. It is a sure sign of the strength of our organisation that the loss of someone as 
important as Phil has galvanised us into positive action. In particular, Roy Gray has 
joined the Committee and has taken over two of the tasks for which Phil was 
renowned – organising the Speakers’ Evenings and the Quiz.  Despite the new 
additions to our Committee numbers over the last 12 months, we are still looking to fill 
the following vacancies:- 

x Vice Chairman 
x Secretary 
x Members’ Communications Officer  

 

If any members would like to put themselves forward for these positions or wish to 
propose someone who might be interested in hearing more about what is involved, 
please contact any member of the Committee. Even if you do not wish to join the 
Committee but can offer to help us on an ad hoc basis, we’d be delighted to hear from 
you.  

There are still quite a few members who have not renewed their subscriptions for 
2016. Please do so without delay if you wish to continue to receive the Newsletters 
and be eligible for the trips. I am pleased that an increasing number of members have 
opted to pay their annual subscriptions by standing order (more than 40 to date). This 
makes our administration – and yours - a lot simpler so please change to this method 
if you possibly can (don’t worry, you can cancel the standing order at any time if you 
wish). 

In March we held our annual New Members’ Coffee Morning at St John’s church 
meeting room for members who had joined in the course of 2015. About 30 new 
members attended and, as usual, it was a lively event which enabled them to meet 
the Committee and chat to each other. Several members of the Committee have 
joined the team which has begun work to prepare for the biennial Heritage Weekend 
which will take place in September 2016.  

On March 22, we held a special “Memories of Phil” event in place of our normal 
Speaker’s Evening. See the full report later in this Newsletter. My thanks go to Meg 
Baker who organised it and to the many contributors who reminded us of the 
contribution Phil had made to the town and to The Felixstowe Society. 

With this Newsletter you will receive the papers for our AGM which will be held at the 
beginning of our Speaker’s Evening on May 24. If you wish to raise any  

 



 

 

questions at the AGM meeting, please note that they must be submitted in writing at 
least 10 days beforehand ie by May 14. 

Roger Baker 

 

Calendar - May - September 2016 

(All Speaker Evenings are at 7.30pm at The Salvation Army Church, Cobbold Road) 

May: 
Tuesday 3 Felixstowe Walkers - Kesgrave - meet at 11am at the Community 
Centre on Twelve Acre Approach off Bell Lane - 3¼ miles - Grade 2. 

Monday 16 Felixstowe Walkers - Landguard Common - meet at 11am at the car 
park opposite Landguard Fort - 2½ miles - Grade 3. 

Wednesday 18 to Friday 20 - Mini Holiday to Portsmouth 

Tuesday 24 AGM - 7.30pm Speaker - Claire Partner - ‘ London’s  Horrible History’. 

Thursday 26 Felixstowe Walkers - Trimley St. Martin - meet at 10.30am outside 
the Garden Café at Goslings Farm Shop - 2½ miles - Grade 3. 

June: 
Wednesday 8 Felixstowe Walkers - Martlesham Heath - meet at 11am in M&S 
Simply Food Car Park - 2¾ miles - Grade 3. 

Thursday 16 Beach Clean - meet at 9.30am at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage. 

Saturday 18 - Mid Summer Social Evening at The Hut - see page 5 

Tuesday 21 Felixstowe Walkers - Old Felixstowe - meet at 10.30am at 
Brackenbury Sports Centre - 2½ miles - Grade 2. 

July: 
Monday 4 Felixstowe Walkers - Levington  - meet at 7pm at the Ship Inn, 
Levington - 2½ miles - Grade 3. 

Friday 15 Felixstowe Walkers - Felixstowe Seafront Gardens - meet at 10.30am 
outside The Fludyers - 2½ miles - Grade 2. 

Wednesday 27 Visit to Wimbledon - see page 5 

Thursday 28 Felixstowe Walkers - Alton Water - meet at 11am at the Regatta 
Café- park (free) in the sailing club car park - 2¾ miles - Grade 3. 

August: 
Wednesday 10 Felixstowe Walkers - Rendlesham Forest - meet at 11am at the 
first car park on the right after turning off the B1084 towards the Visitor Centre - 2½ 
miles - Grade 3. 

 



 

 

 

Tuesday 23 Felixstowe Walkers - Waldringfield - meet at 11am in the Maybush Inn 
car park - 2½ miles - Grade 3  

September: 
Wednesday 14 Visit to Aldeburgh, Sizewell and Cream Tea - see page 6 -7 

Gradings for walks: Grade 1 - easy, flat good surfaces. Grade 2 - mostly on the 
level, can be muddy in places. Grade 3 - generally good surfaces, some moderate 
slopes, mud in wet weather. Grade 4 - more challenging, may include steeper slopes, 
rough ground, mud in wet weather. 

 

Information about forthcoming events and visits 
Any queries about any of the following events and visits - please contact Keith 

Horn on 01394 270845 or email at kjandehorn@btinternet.com. 

Midsummer Social Evening at The Hut - Saturday June 18 2016 

We will be holding another Social Evening at The Hut, the building on the promenade 
near to the Bath Tap. We hope that you will come along and meet other members, 
both old and new, and enjoy food, wine and entertainment. Once again we are 
pleased that Janet Dann will share with us another selection of light hearted stories. 
The evening commences at 7pm and it will cost £13 per person. As on previous 
occasions, we expect this event to be extremely popular therefore early booking is 
recommended as numbers are limited. Food will be provided but please bring your 
own drinks. 

Please complete the booking form on the green insert. 

Visit to Wimbledon - Wednesday July 27 2016 

We are arranging a day visit to Wimbledon where we will visit The Museum and have 
a conducted tour of all the iconic spots such as Centre Court, No. 1 Court and 
Aorangi Picnic Terraces also known as Henman Hill or Murray Mount as well as 
behind the scenes such as the Broadcast Centre and the Media Interview area. The 
guided tour lasts for about 90 minutes and duration of the visit to The Museum will 
last approximately an hour. 

In view of the distance and possible traffic hold ups, we will be departing from 
Garrison Lane car park at 7.30am and we will pick up en route at Great Eastern 
Square, The Half Moon, Walton and Station Road, Trimley. The coach will stop at 
Clacket Lane Services where we will have a ‘Brunch Stop’ before continuing our 
journey to Wimbledon. On arrival, we will visit the Museum after which we will have 
tea/coffee and biscuits. Our conducted tour will commence at 1.30pm. 

Please be aware that the tour covers a significant distance and does include some 
stairs. We have been asked if any member of our group is a wheelchair user or has 
specific mobility issues so that necessary arrangements can be made in advance of 
our visit. We plan to leave Wimbledon at about 3.30pm to make our homeward 
journey. 



 

The total cost is £39 which includes coach travel, a tip for our driver, entry to 
Wimbledon with a visit to The Museum, the tour and tea/coffee and biscuits. 

Please complete the booking form on the green insert. 

Visit to Aldeburgh/Sizewell B and a Cream tea at Friday Street Farm 
- Wednesday September 14 2016 
Why not join us on this visit which should prove to be most interesting. 

We will leave Garrison Lane car park on a Klarners coach at 8.30am and pick up en 
route at Great Eastern Square, Walton Half Moon and Station Road, Trimley. We will 
make our way to Aldeburgh where we will have some free time before our tour of 
Aldeburgh Lifeboat Station at 10am. Our tour will last about one hour and we will have 
more free time, until noon, to have an early lunch before making our way to Sizewell 
B where our tour starts at 12.30pm. In view of the limited amount of free time, you 
may consider taking a packed lunch or perhaps buy sandwiches etc. 

PLEASE NOTE - If you want to visit Sizewell B but you are unable to walk the 
tour, why not stay in the Exhibition Room and enjoy a Video Virtual Tour. 

We will be leaving Sizewell B at approximately 3.15pm and travel onto Friday Street 
Farm and Café/Restaurant for a Cream Tea. We hope to be back in Felixstowe by 
6pm.  

The cost for this event is £25 per person and includes coach travel, a tip for our driver 
and a donation to Aldeburgh Lifeboat Station. Entry to both Sizewell B and Aldeburgh 
Lifeboat Station is free. 

Before completing the booking form on the green insert, please read the 
following information received from Sizewell Visitor Centre. 

x Visit sessions will last approximately 3 hours. Half of this time will be a guided 
site tour on foot. The visit will also include an exhibition to explore and a 
presentation. 

x ALL visitors will be searched by a security guard on entering the station. 
x Your guide will look after you - make sure you know which guide is yours! 
x The walking tour is 1.65 miles and there are approximately 190 steps (stairs) 

on the tour. 
x You MUST keep to the designated route whilst on the tour. 
x Only one lift can be used, which is not always available and this doesn’t cut out 

all of the steps! 
x The tour is 80% outdoors. 
x Open grated walkways, at height, will be encountered on the tour. 
x There is no souvenir shop or coffee shop at the Visitor Centre but drinking 

water is available. 
x You will be required to bring an ‘in date’ passport/driving licence 

(photographic identification) with you to your visit. 
x You will need to inform Keith Horn of any disabilities or medical conditions ie 

pacemakers, walking aids so that your needs can be accommodated on the 
tour. 

x Sizewell B is an operational site, generating electricity - there is work going on 
at all times on the station and operational tannoys could be heard during your 
visit. 



 

x As this is an operational industrial site, ALL visitors are required to wear: 
x Sensible flat, secure, laced up boots or training shoes with grip on the                     

sole. The footwear must cover the entire foot. 
x Legs and arms must be covered - ALL visitors are to wear full length 

trousers and a top with a full length sleeve. 
x A warm coat to be worn in the winter months. (depending on date) 
x You will be required to wear the following Personal Protective Equipment, 

provided by Sizewell: 
x Hard hat - adjustable. 
x Ear protection - ear plugs. 
x Eye protection - glasses. 
x Hi Viz waistcoat 
x Gloves 
x Safety shoes IF yours are not suitable. 
x NO cameras, NO mobile phones, NO other electronic devices. 
x NO food or drink on the tour. 
x Lockers are available for visitors’ small personal effects. However if you do not 

need them, please leave these personal effects at home or locked in your 
vehicle. 

Society News 
John and Betty Woollan’s retirement 

At our first Autumn Speaker Evening, 
Society Chairman Roger Baker presented 
gifts to John and Betty Woollan in 
recognition of their long service to The 
Society. 

The January Newsletter featured the 
couple’s life experiences, particularly the 
countries to which the family were posted as 
a result of John’s military service. John was 
the first Secretary of The Society back in the 
late 70s followed by a long stint as 
Membership Secretary with Betty. Roger 
Baker expressed The Society’s sincere 
thanks to the couple for their hard work and 
service to The Society. 

Thank you John and Betty.   

 

The Society Archive 
On behalf of her late husband Robert, Elizabeth Corker and her family have donated 
a fascinating collection of black and white photographs. These photos are the work of 
Charles Emeny and his sons William and Clement. By 1867, at the age of 18, Charles 
Emeny was taking photographs of Felixstowe and the surrounding areas. He then 
developed plates of the photos; each glass plate was carefully varnished on the 



 

negative side and stored in a manilla envelope, marked with the date and index 
references.  

Elizabeth’s father-in-law, Charles Corker, acquired the collection of glass negatives in 
the early 1970s and 90% of the negatives were perfect. A display of some of these 
wonderful photos will be displayed at the May AGM and there will be a research 
article on the Emenys in the September Newsletter. We are very grateful to Elizabeth 
and her family for this wonderful donation. 

 

Suffolk Coast Greeters 
The Society has received the following information from Deborah Wargate, 
Environmental Sustainability Officer for Suffolk Coastal District Council and Waveney 
District Council:  

Suffolk Coast Greeters are a new, gradually growing, friendly and dedicated network 
of individuals who, in whatever time they have free and whenever visitors book them, 
will greet people from all walks of life and show them around public spaces to inspire, 
inform and let them experience in a way they would not do on their own. With its 
fascinating history of visitors and residents (including poets and royalty), its military 
and natural history and current interesting people, Felixstowe would be a great place 
for people to visit and see through local eyes. 

A Greet is just like a relaxed stroll with a new friend; you get to chat to someone new 
and find out about them and they can really get under the skin of the place you live in 
or know well. How long it takes, where you go, what topics you cover will depend on 
what you and the visitors want. The Suffolk Coast Greeters are part of the Global 
Greeter network stretching from New York to Sydney - more on 
www.globalgreeternetwork.info. Although Greeters are an established scheme that 
you find worldwide, we recently received funding from the UK’s Coastal Communities 
to start it here and we would love your support to make it a success. You can find out 
more on www.suffolkcoastgreeters.org.uk or by emailing 
suffolkcoastgreeters@gmail.com . 

 

The Society Quiz 
Thank you to all those members and friends who participated in the Quiz at the 
Trades and Labour Club on Friday, February 26. The total amount raised was £549. 

 

Mick and Diane Elmes’ garden 
If you have enjoyed the pictures of Mick and Diane Elmes’ garden, you have the 
opportunity to visit on one of the following dates: 

May 22 - 11am - 5pm as part of the National Gardens Scheme - admission £4. 

Refreshments can be purchased at this event. The admission fee also admits you to 
another NGS garden at 43, St. George’s Road. 

June 26 - 11am - 5pm opening in aid of Age UK - admission £3. Refreshments can 
be purchased and Katie’s Garden will be selling plants. 

http://www.globalgreeternetwork.info/
http://www.suffolkcoastgreeters.org.uk/
mailto:suffolkcoastgreeters@gmail.com


 

July 31 - 11am - 5pm opening in aid of St Elizabeth’s Hospice - admission £3. 

Refreshments can be purchased and Katie’s Garden will be selling plants. 

 August 9 - 7.30pm - admission £3. Refreshments can be purchased and live music 
will be provided by a mini Brass Band. 

Mick and Diane have also agreed to open during Heritage Weekend, Saturday and 
Sunday from 11am - 5pm - free admission. 

 

Felixstowe Beach Huts 
One of our committee members, Roy Gray, is putting on a display during Heritage 
Weekend in September. Do you have hidden away in an old box or drawer, any 
photographs of you or your family taken in past years in or around Felixstowe beach 
and/or beach huts? 

If you can help with this, please write on the back of the photo, in pencil, the name, if 
known, of those in the photo and the year in which the photo was taken. Please also 
put the name and address of the person to whom the photos will be returned after the 
exhibition. Please send to Roy Gray, 428, High Road, Felixstowe IP11 9QP. 

 

Free Passes! 
The Felixstowe Society is a contributor to Civic Voice which is an umbrella 
organisation for civic societies such as ours. They have offered to provide all our 
members with the opportunity to have a free one day National Trust pass, which is 
worth about £14.  

Many of you are already members of The National Trust so you don’t need one for 
yourselves but they are transferable so they might be useful to pass on to members of 
your family or friends. They will be issued in June 2016 and will be valid for 12 
months. 

If you would like to have one (or two for joint members) please email Roger Baker on 
megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com giving your name or if you do not have email, use 
the phone number on the contents page. 

 

World War One Commemorative Talks 
Phil Hadwen inaugurated these lectures in 2015 and these talks will continue, in Phil’s 
memory. This year’s talk will take place on July 1 at 7pm in St. Andrew’s Church. July 
1 was the first day of The Battle of the Somme; the worst day in British military 
history. The talk will focus on some of the personalities who fought in this battle; the 
fighting in various areas around the Somme lasted from July until November 1916.   

The talk will also aim to address some of the myths which have grown up around this 
iconic event. Admission is free and all are welcome. 

 

 

mailto:megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com


 

 

Those missing cobbles! 
An eagle-eyed member of The Society has 
alerted us to the work completed recently in 
Bath Road to install equipment on the 
Tennis Club grounds. As Roger Baker 
points out,’ The contractors have dug up 
some of the Victorian cobble stones at the 
far end of the cobbled section (ie away from 
the Harvest House end) and have replaced 
them with some very ugly and poorly laid 
tarmac - three to four rows of stones have 
been disturbed. Given the relatively small 
area of damage, I suspect that nobody in 
authority will be very motivated to demand 
that the stones be reinstated but our 
concern is that this damage will be taken as 
a precedent and anyone carrying out 
repairs to the road, in future, will feel free to 
dig them up if it suits their purpose.’ 

Keep your eyes peeled - one of The 
Society’s aims is to secure the 
improvement, protection, development and 
preservation of the local environment. 

 

 

 

 

The Society’s Newsletter 
The Editor would like to thank the following for their advice and support with this 
issue: 
Consultant Editor - Tony Hughes 

Susanne Barsby, Roger Baker, Keith and Elizabeth Horn, Alan Muchal, Laurence 
Gilbert, Tony Horrocks. 

The deadline for the next issue is JULY 20, 2016. 

Thank you to all those who have given feedback on the last Newsletter. Contributions 
and ideas are always welcome. 

Please contact Bev Boyce on 01394 672184 or editor@felixstowesociety.org 

 
 



 

 
The U.S. National Parks Service 1916 - 2016 

Tuesday January 26 
We are always pleased that Robert Scrimgeour, 
Senior Design and Conservation Officer of Suffolk 
Coastal District Council, visits The Society to give 
visually striking and knowledgeable talks about a 
variety of subjects.  

Robert counted Phil Hadwen as a very good friend 
and he dedicated his talk to Phil. Robert was very 
supportive of the Heritage Weekend which Phil 
organised with Mike Ninnmey and, as a result, 

Robert greatly respected Phil’s knowledge of the history and architecture of 
Felixstowe.   

Robert told us of his early frustration as a young, provincial architect and his escape 
on an exchange programme, to record historic buildings for the U.S. National Parks 
Service. His inspiration was John Muir (1839 -1914) and a fellow Scot who opened 
Yellowstone Park in 1872, there now being 409 National Parks in the U.S. 

   
                  John Muir                                    The stunning Yellowstone National Park 

Robert related his experiences of recording the visual details of an old plantation 
house in New Orleans, of which very little remained, once used as the British hospital 
in the British-American War in 1815 - which the British lost!  Another of Robert’s jobs 
was to record old forts in Alamo and Apache Territory once used to defend the early 
pioneers - a powerful reminder of ‘how the West was won’. He also described a 
fascinating visit to a prehistoric Pueblo settlement near Santa Fe. 

Robert’s visual presentation was a wonderful reminder of the beauties of the National 
Parks and of America’s heritage. 

 



 

 
An Evening with Hattie Bennett - Tuesday February 23 

Hattie Bennett, the well-known founder and Director 
of ‘Music in Felixstowe’, brought us an interesting and 
amusing talk and practical demonstration of her skills 
on the cello. 

She began by recounting tales of her childhood in a  
household full of music. Her father played the cello in 
the Halle orchestra; Hattie’s mother played the 
double bass in the same orchestra. 

Hattie studied at the Royal Northern College of Music 
and then later at the Royal Academy of Music in 
London. Orchestral playing was a real joy for Hattie 
particularly with other young people from whom she 
always learnt a great deal.  

She met her husband, Bob, whilst playing a concert 
in Dunfermline and she revealed that they sealed 
their engagement under a grand piano! 

After their time in London Hattie, Bob and their three children decided to try ‘The 
Good Life’ by moving to Rattlesden where they kept chickens and pigs. Hattie then 
found work at the Ipswich Theatre as part of their musical team. After The Wolsey 
closed, she returned to teaching the cello. 

Other opportunities arose such as touring with a musical theatre production of ‘Annie’ 
and then, as Bob was playing at the Spa Pavilion Theatre, Hattie and her husband 
formed the Pavilion Orchestra which played there for quite a time. 

Hattie talked briefly about her cello which had originally belonged to her father and 
which Sir John Barbirolli had played occasionally, to demonstrate musical points. 

Finally Hattie outlined the history of ‘Music in Felixstowe’ which she had inaugurated 
at St Nicholas’ Church at Felixstowe Ferry and which is now in its twenty fourth year. 

Hattie was too modest to mention that, in the most recent New Year’s Honours list, 
she was awarded the British Empire Medal for her services to music in the 
community. 

An extremely well received talk by a sparkling performer and director. 

 



 

 

New Members’ Coffee Morning - Saturday March 5 

   
                 Sue Baldwin, Pat Horne, Roger Baldwin           Norma Godfrey     Carol Garrett 

    
              Glynis Littlejohn, Pauline Symes, Sue Davis        Naomi Brangwyn  Leigh Adams 

   
                     Susie and Simon Ramsey                                  Peter and Heather Blemings 

 

 

 

From left: 

Liz Setchim, Janet Massey, Richard 
Setchim, Alan Rose, Helen Vanstone 

   

 

 



 

Beach Clean - Wednesday March 16 

 
 
A beautiful, sunny day heralded our Spring Beach Clean along a stretch of beach 
from Cobbold’s Point to the Spa. 18 Society members and Beach Hut and Chalet 
Owners collected almost 12 kilos of rubbish. Unfortunately we were unable to record 
the number of pieces and type of rubbish collected along our allocated 100 metres of 
beach near to the Spa because two diggers were working on the area of beach where 
we usually record data for the Marine Conservation Society. Afterwards, most of our 
group gathered at Chilli and Chives café for a chance to enjoy coffee and delicious 
cakes and scones. As always, Keith and Elizabeth Horn organised the event 
superbly. 

The next Beach Clean is on Thursday June 16 at 9.30am; meet at the usual place at 
the shelter nearest Seagull and Seashell Cottages.  

 

 



 

Memories of Phil -Tuesday March 22 
A packed Salvation Army Church was 
testament to Phil Hadwen’s massive 
contribution to Felixstowe and The Society - 
he was indeed referred to many times as ‘Mr 
Felixstowe’. 

Meg Baker organised the evening; an 
excellent choice as she had known Phil for 
over forty years. She introduced Gill Hadwen 
who told a story which she felt summarised 
Phil’s character and mischievous sense of 
fun. Gill and her neighbours had organised a 
party to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 
which was interrupted by a telephone call, 
purportedly from the Police, saying that there 

had been a complaint about the noise. Consternation ensued until it was realised that 
it was Phil who had made the call. 

The choir, Orwell Connections, linked the Secondary School and Orwell High School 
at which Phil had attended as a pupil and taught as Head of Drama as they sang ‘The 
Wind Beneath My Wings’ and ‘Can You Feel The Love Tonight?’. 

Short videos followed; in the first of which several childhood friends of Phil told stories 
of their youth. Mike Deacon recounted how Phil had reduced a group of them to 
hysterics over ‘Macbeth’ which had led Mike to dislike Shakespeare ever since. 
Malcolm Jackson and Dave Travers spoke of Phil as a highly energetic and 
enthusiastic teaching colleague and they highlighted how kind and friendly he was to 
both teachers and pupils. 

Four of Phil’s A Level Drama students gave a very polished presentation explaining 
how, in their Sixth Form days, Phil had taken them to no less than 180 plays in 
various parts of the country and on London trips they often saw up to 3 plays a day! 
They summarised their time with Phil: ‘Sometimes you never know the true value of a 
moment, until it becomes a memory’. 

Several members of the audience spoke of Phil’s love of architecture and history of 
Felixstowe including Peter White who co-authored many books with Phil and Graham 
Henderson who was planning an updated book on Felixstowe Ferry with Phil. Graham 
has decided that the book will still go ahead. 

Phil’s grandson, Michael, and two other members of the Youth Group, Keelan and 
Taryn, reminded us of Phil’s generosity of spirit. They also read from one of Phil’s 
favourite poets, Wordsworth. 

Jean Macpherson and Bev Boyce read extracts from some of Phil’s many articles in 
The Society’s Newsletter which showed his deep knowledge of the town’s history and 
his sense of humour.  

Paul Taylor from The Hope Trust charity was presented with a cheque, in Phil’s 
memory, by Roger Baker on behalf of The Society. 

The evening was a wonderful, warm tribute to Phil. 



 

 
Heritage Weekend - September 9, 10, 11  

‘Once a year, Heritage Open Days showcase the treasures on our 
own doorsteps that many take for granted. Often people are living 
within a stone’s throw of an interesting site but wouldn’t consider 
paying to visit somewhere in their own town or region.  Being 
completely free of charge, the festival removes a potential barrier 

that may be stopping people from accessing their local heritage.'  (Heritage Open 
Days National Organiser.) 
How true this has been since Phil Hadwen initiated the Heritage Weekend in 
Felixstowe in 2012. Nationally, over 3.4 million visitors attended at least one event in 
over 820 cities, towns and villages all around the country. 

As the logistics for such an event are becoming more complex each time The Society 
has organised our Open days over a weekend, we host a biennial event and planning 
already started in 2015 for this year’s Heritage Weekend. The 2014 programme 
included tours of the following: 

   Tourist Information Centre               Cotman Cottages                          Cotman House 

          Refurbished Lloyds Bank building                                   The Town Hall                              

The programmes also included talks, walks and a central Information Hub which 
provided displays on local societies and local heritage sites as well as advice on what 
to see and do during the weekend. In 2014 there were over 50 events and sites - all 
free - some of which were so popular that not all visitors could attend all that they 
wanted to see! 

The Felixstowe Society takes a leading role in organising the event and this year’s 
weekend will be a tribute to Phil Hadwen who was so knowledgeable and passionate 
about our town’s heritage. 

 



 

 

Brochures for the event will be available some weeks ahead and they will be available 
at the Art on the Prom event which is a week before Heritage Weekend. The Information 
Hub will be at Walton Community Hall, providing details of all sites and events. Visitors 
will be able to meet representatives of local societies and see displays of information 
about local history particularly as we have an encouraging number of visitors attending 
the weekend, from around Suffolk. 

Our historic buses, assisting visitors to attend a variety of 
events around Felixstowe, were so popular  that we hope to 
provide an extra bus to provide a tour around heritage sites 
while there will still be an historic bus to deliver passengers to 
different events. Feedback from 2014 indicated that travelling 
around the town in an historic bus was an added bonus and 
enabled more visitors to attend more events. 

 

We are privileged to offer a number of NEW sites this year including the refurbished 
Martello P in Martello Park. Inside the tower will be an exhibition including options for 
future use of this historic building. Other new attractions will be kept under wraps until 
negotiations have concluded with owners and residents. 

If, perhaps, you are not yet convinced of the value of these Heritage Weekends - read 
on… 

‘Researchers talked to visitors who enjoyed free access to sites and happenings of 
historic or cultural interest across England during Heritage Open Days in September 
2015. 85% said that visiting a Heritage Open Days event had helped them to relax, 
keep active and healthy or feel better about themselves.’ (Heritage Open Days Impact 
Report.) 

We do rely on volunteers from The Felixstowe Society who generously give of their time 
to steward various sites and to man The Hub to ensure that any questions about historic 
bus timetables, location of sites, coffee shops and eating places in the town etc can be 
answered. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Editor - see page 10 

We hope to see many of you at one or more events during the Heritage Weekend. 

 

       

 

 



 

 
The Society Members’ Feature 

Two of our Life members who joined The 
Society in the 1980s, Pat and Wyn Goulborn, 
reflect on a town they both love and they have 
kindly shared interesting stories of their life both 
before and after they bought their Links Avenue 
house in 1966.   

Both Pat and Wyn love Felixstowe for its pace of 
life and its friendly community. They joined The 
Felixstowe Society because they wanted to get 

involved in local activities. At the time they joined, Barbara Reid was Chairman; they 
have fond memories of Barbara who also loved the town. They remember Barbara as 
a very organised and active Chairman and they still keep in touch with her. Pat was 
asked to become The Society’s auditor in the 1990s and his scrupulous attention to 
detail was much appreciated by the Treasurer, Susanne Barsby, with whom he worked.  

Wyn notes the changes they have seen in Felixstowe, particularly in Hamilton Road. 
She worked in the office of the Gas Board which is now Specsavers and also at Magpie 
Books.  When the family first lived in Felixstowe, Colneis Road was not finished and 
the land on which now stands the Grove Medical Centre, was a derelict field of donkeys. 
Wyn remembers going to one of the local doctors in the town who did not have any 
appointments systems so the trick was to check who came in afterwards and make 
sure that she went in to the Doctor before they did. 

In 1929 Pat and Wyn first met, at the age of 5, when they both attended primary 
school, in Hythe near Folkestone. After a year, Pat’s family moved away but the pair 
were destined to meet up again just after the Second World War.  

During the war, Wyn was directed into the Women’s Land Army 
in which she drove a tractor. The photo, left, is an official portrait 
of Wyn in her Land Army uniform. Joining the Wrens in 1944, 
Wyn was posted to HMS Warren based at Largs Ayrshire from 
where Mountbatten and other senior naval officers planned 
combined operations involving all three services. 

Meanwhile, Pat had joined the RAF as a Wireless Operator/Air 
Gunner. Having trained in Egypt and Palestine, Pat joined 221 
Squadron, based in Egypt. He had not forgotten Wyn so before 
he was posted to Egypt, he visited Hythe and found Win’s mum. Pat and Wyn were 
able to exchange letters for the rest of the war and they were married in 1948.  

The next period of their lives involved a number of postings to far-flung parts of the 
world for Pat while Wyn stayed in the UK to look after their growing family. Pat 
estimates that in 30 years, the family moved over 20 times. Exotic and rather more 
prosaic detachments included Ceylon, Cyprus, The Persian Gulf, Kenya, Italy, Malta, 
Gibraltar and Malaya. Wyn remembers that during this period, Pat’s constant postings 
meant that she was not always sure in which country Pat was serving. Wyn did get 
the chance to travel to Singapore, her first flight, along with their five children who 
were extremely well behaved during the long journey. Wyn and the children also 



 

 experienced a terrific thunderstorm during the flight which added to the drama and 
excitement of the trip. 

An enjoyable posting was to Bawdsey Manor - see below left. Wyn remembers 
attending a variety of social events in the opulent surroundings of this nineteenth 

century building. Both Pat and Wyn remember 
the oak and leather panelled walls and winding 
narrow staircases. Bawdsey Manor became an 
RAF base in 1936 and continued operations 
until 1991. 

Pat also remembers the black footprints on the 
ceiling of the bar in the Officers’ Mess. Some 
high jinks involving student officers and an 
armchair…I leave it to your imagination to work 
out how the footprints were produced. Pat is 

proud of the fact that he successfully swam across from Felixstowe Ferry to Bawdsey 
at least five times. 

A short posting to Hong Kong meant Wyn and their youngest son could join Pat in this 
fascinating city still under British control in 1975. Other postings in Norfolk and 
Yorkshire followed until Pat’s retirement from the RAF with the rank of Squadron 
Leader. 

 In September 2015, on a visit to 
Duxford, Pat was reminded of his 
flying career when he took a short 
flight in the very aircraft in which he 
was trained 70 years previously. 
The aircraft, a De Havilland Dragon 
Rapide, had certainly changed its 
in-flight facilities since Pat first flew 
in this well maintained aircraft. 

Wyn and Pat feel blessed that they 
have 5 wonderful children, 10 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren including 3 sets 
of twins. 

They would certainly not want to live anywhere else despite the globe-trotting they 
have experienced. The Society has provided them with interesting events although 
the dark winter nights mean that these two delightful people, both now in their 90s, do 
not always feel able to attend every event. 

It was lovely to hear the memories of these two long-standing members of The 
Society. 

 

In September’s issue, we will be featuring some of The Society’s members who have 
joined recently.  

 
 



 

 
Felixstowe Walkers 

Felixstowe Walkers, the walking group of The Felixstowe Society, enjoyed another full 
programme of walks during the first few 
months of the year. In the winter we tend 
to stay closer to home and avoid too much 
mud, so we started the year gently with a 
walk along the prom, through Martello 
Park (see left) and back through Langer 
Park on January 8.  Woodbridge is also 
good in winter months and we enjoyed an 
interesting walk through some of the back 
alleys of the town on January 21, taking in 
some of the best historic buildings the 
town has to offer. We were back in 
Felixstowe on February 3 for a walk along 

the seafront in Old Felixstowe starting and finishing at Brackenbury. The walk from 
the Suffolk Food Hall has stunning views down the Orwell which are lovely on a fine 
day, which this was, on February 16. We also admired the snowdrops and early 
daffodils in the churchyard of St. Mary’s, Wherstead.  

On February 29, we enjoyed a town and country walk 
from Seaton Road Methodist Church which also 
marked the start of Fairtrade Fortnight, launched by 
the Mayor. It was a bright, sunny day and this must 
have helped the excellent turnout of about 35 people. 
Afterwards we enjoyed Fairtrade refreshments in the 
Church Hall. 

There was a new walk for us on March 11 around Christchurch Park in Ipswich. It was 
another sunny day and it gave us the chance to admire the grand Christchurch 
Mansion and take in the Arboretum on the return leg of the walk.  

On March 24 there was a good turnout for a walk 
from Felixstowe Ferry along the bank of the River 
Deben and back. We are so lucky to have such 
scenery within a short distance of the urban 
centre. 

Walks continued in the early spring with ‘Daisy’s 
Walk’ in Rendlesham Forest and through our very 
own ‘forest’ -The Grove. 

We have another full programme of walks for the 
summer including some new ones and some, a little longer than usual. We would 
welcome feedback on these and suggestions for new walks. We encourage all 
walkers to be members of The Society as this provides all participants with insurance 
cover for the duration of the walk. Do come and join us on our walks if you can - you 
will be most welcome. 

Alan Muchal 



 

 
 

 

Website: www.felixstowehutschalets.co.uk 

E-mail: felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com 

Correspondence Address: Fells Cottage, 72 Ferry Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk 
IP11 9LU  Tel: 01394 274331 (Treasurer) 

Chairman: Jo Woodward   Secretary: Julie Downton 

Vice Chairman: Roy Gray            Treasurer: Trevor Mason 

 

Association Committee members met recently with Suffolk Coastal District Councillors 
and officials, as we do twice a year. We were disappointed to learn that our annual 
rents were to be increased by 2% - a figure above inflation - but on the positive side it 
is much less than the double figure amount from a couple of years ago which led to the 
formation of the Association. We value our regular contact with Suffolk Coastal as we 
are able to raise issues collectively, rather than members feeling that they are a lone 
voice.  

We expressed our delight at the look of the restored sea front gardens, although we 
have never been able to discover what went wrong with the initial contract which led to 
a large increase in the cost of the work. It doesn’t seem possible to find a happy medium 
between a confidentiality agreement and transparency in the expenditure of public 
money. We are looking forward to seeing the much needed work at the old yacht pond 
getting under way. Many would like to have seen the pond renovated, but the planned 
work will be a huge improvement on the current state of the area.  

The Association has decided to provide a bench on the promenade at Manor End, to 
compliment the enhancement of the area by the provision of a children’s play area at 
Martello Park. Whilst there are benches within the play area there is a distinct lack along 
the promenade and a new bench should provide a benefit for visitors as well as our 
members. 

There are well over 300 members of our Association and if any Felixstowe Society 
members own a beach hut or rent a chalet and are not already members we would 
welcome you. The subscription is just £5 a year. Please contact me on 01394 274331 
or felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com   

 

Trevor Mason 

 

http://www.felixstowehutschalets.co.uk/
mailto:felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com
mailto:felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com


 

Conservation Matters 
Thanks to Elizabeth Horn for these photos of recent work at Abbey Grove. 

 

          Coppicing Hazel trees                                                                Tidy enough? 

                  

                Trimmed back trees                                                        Men at Work                                 

                                                                                                       Widening the ride                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                            

 



 

                

Research Corner 26 – A Family History Part 2 

In January’s Newsletter, Ian Goult, one of our newer members, contributed extracts 
from a book he has recently written about his family’s connections with Felixstowe. At 
the end of Part 1, Ian’s grandfather set up Dawson and Goult motor engineers with 
his son-in-law Frank, in Felixstowe.  In this second part, we learn more about the 
family’s hotel business run by Ian’s mother, Evelyn. 

 
Customers and staff awaiting the Carnival procession - 1930s. 

Evelyn Goult managed the Marlborough Hotel; once The Felix Court Hotel was 
acquired, it was managed by Evelyn’s sister. The Chatsworth Hotel, adjacent to The 
Felix Court Hotel, was also bought by Ian’s grandfather and run by a professional 
manager. 

Ian remembers that the lawn adjacent to The Felix Court Hotel was infested with 
snails. ‘My cousin and I were given buckets in which we were to place the collected 
snails but I am glad I never learnt how the snails were disposed of. The farm and the 
hotels must have been running concurrently because my very earliest memory is of 
plucking chickens in the farmyard. I can still sense the cold, slimy feel of those dead 
chickens. I could not have been more than four or five years old at the time. Another 
more exciting and interesting memory of this time was seeing the kitchen sink, at The 
Chatsworth, full of newly hatched baby chicks. At a somewhat later age, my elder 
cousin John and I would climb up to the roof of The Felix Court Hotel and from behind 
the tiled ridge, use a mirror to dazzle the walkers on the promenade.’ 

The hotels prospered as foreign travel was not then commonplace, other than 
expensive cruises for the upper echelons of society. A seaside holiday was typical 
and the Felixstowe hotels catered for this type of holiday. 

In the original hotels, all bathrooms and toilets were separate. However all rooms had 
a basin and, before breakfast, a fleet of chambermaids would carry hot water jugs to 
each room. ‘Slops’ were collected during breakfast. There were, however, some old 
fashioned observances that are not seen today. Every one of the 131 residents could  

 



 

 

have a clean napkin in his or her place for every meal. A jug of fresh water, with 
glasses, was placed on every table. 

 

The Chatsworth and Felix Court Hotels -1939. The Felix Court extension was added in 1932 

One week’s board with breakfast, lunch, tea and dinner cost £4-£6 pounds per week. 
Staff, waitresses, chambermaids, porters, cooks (not chefs as they were too 
expensive) were hired from the local villages; some would live at one of the hotels. 
Wages would be typically £2 per week with one day off. The hotels, garage and bus 
service kept the family busy so there was never time for holidays although it could be 
argued that living by the sea was all holiday - for the children. 

Whilst the prosperity, attractions and appearance of the town are good for business, 
particularly the tourist business, Ian’s mother Evelyn, took a wider view of her 
responsibilities and actively showed an interest in all aspects of the town. For 
instance, the Engineer and Surveyor of Felixstowe recalled that Evelyn Goult was the 
only councillor ever to ask to see the sewage site! 

 
Evelyn Goult, Chairman of the FUDC with the Trophy for recording the longest period of 

sunshine on the East Coast. 

 

Thank you to Ian Goult for contributing memories of his remarkable family. 

 



 

 
Bowls in Felixstowe 

The Society is grateful to our Treasurer, Tony Horrocks, for 
contributing this research article on one of our town’s popular 

sports. 
Bowls is a game that has fascinated both young and old for centuries and has its 
origin in the haze of antiquity.  Sculptured vases and ancient plaques, several 
thousand years old, show some form of bowls being played in various countries. For 
example, in 1936 anthropologist Sir Flinders Petrie uncovered stone balls and a pin in 
a grave in Egypt dating from 3200 BC. It is thought that the Romans brought the 
game to Europe and the UK. Bowling was well established in England by 1299 AD 
when a group of players established Southampton Old Bowling Green which is still 
active today. 

Henry VIII enjoyed the game but he 
banned those who were not ‘well to do’ 
from playing for the same reasons as 
previous kings, that is, the game diverted 
archers from practice. Henry VIII also 
declared that anyone with their own 
bowling green must pay a fee of £100 and 
their green could only be used for private 
games. Almost every English monarch 
was a bowler and the current monarch is 

Patron of Bowls England. 

Henry VIII’s ban was lifted and in 1903 the legendary cricketer, W G Grace, formed 
the English Bowling Association (now Bowls England since 2008). There are 35 
affiliated county associations with 2,700 clubs and 132,000 members and along with 
other Associations in the UK, there are over 500,000 people playing bowls. 

Felixstowe has 13 Bowls Clubs with a combined 
membership of over 500. The Felixstowe Conservative 
Club in High Road West was built in 1913 and shortly 
afterwards a tennis court and four rink bowling green 
were developed. After World War 2, the tennis court 
was replaced with a larger car park and the addition of 
two more rinks to the bowls green. During the next 20 
years the Bowls Club membership varied between 35 
and 50 members who played only friendly games. The 
club has had some excellent bowlers of county standard 
with several who won county titles and then went on to compete in the All England 
Finals in Skegness. 

In 1969 a new 15ft by 12ft wooden pavilion was built which had room for only 20 
bowlers so it was rather cramped on match days. Subscriptions remained at 7/6d 
from 1954 until 1964 when they were increased to 10 shillings. In 1970 women 
members were allowed to play on the green with male players! Around this time strict 
codes of dress were applied to both men and women. The lady captain was asked by  



 

 

the committee to ‘remind’ two ladies that their skirts were only one inch below the 
knee! 

The club began to enter teams in local leagues in 1970 after which membership 
increased considerably to around 100 members. In 1997 partial funding was obtained 
from a lottery grant and the current large brick clubhouse (see below), together with 
an adjoining snooker room, was built. The name was changed to Felixstowe and 
Walton Bowls Club. 

 

 

The club currently has 90 members, male and female. The clubhouse is for the 
exclusive use of bowling members and it is equipped with approximately 70 lockers 
and refreshment facilities. Members can also make full use of the ‘parent’ 
Conservative Club which has a bar, snooker, darts and many other social activities. 

Six rinks are available every day of the week during the season which runs from April 
to October. There are friendly ‘roll ups’ each afternoon.  Qualified coaches are 
available to provide tuition. Volunteers maintain the green to an excellent standard 
and they must take some credit for the increased membership. The high quality of the 
greens are always praised by visiting teams. 

Seven teams play in both Ipswich and Samford Bowls Leagues. Club competitions 
and social events are held throughout the year. The club will always welcome new 
members who have to be over 18 years of age. One of the aims is to build on the 
success of the club by encouraging young people to join and enjoy this wonderful 
game of bowls. 

Reduced fees will be available for those under 25 years of age. They will be able to 
compete in Suffolk competitions which have recently been instituted specifically for 
players under 25 years of age. 

Application for membership can be made at any time although there is usually a 
membership signing on night in March of each year. If anyone is interested in joining, 
please contact the Secretary on 01394 270205. 

 

In the next Newsletter, Tony will relate the history of other Bowls Clubs in the 
Felixstowe area. 



 

Planning Applications 1 November 2015 to February 2016 
SCDC has granted Permission for the following: 

Previous Applications 

18 Beatrice Avenue:  New Dwelling on side of existing flats.  We object to this 
proposal.   It is a gross overdevelopment of this site.  The effect of this 
extension/dwelling is totally out of character for this residential road of substantial 
houses and would unbalance the building. 

Cotman Hall, Undercliff Road East:  Variation of Hours of Use. The Society 
objects to this weekend extension.  From the noise assessment it appears that there 
is unlikely to be much noise from the hall, however, our objection concerns the late 
night noise of departing people and vehicles.  

Felixstowe Leisure Centre Undercliff Rd West:  Reprofiling of the Promenade 
and improve access to the front of the Pier.  These alterations to this site can only 
improve the Conservation Area. 

Felixstowe Lawn Tennis Club, Bath Rd: Replace 9 m floodlight with a 12m 
telecommunications monopole and ancillary ground equipment.   We appreciate 
the need for these new ‘hubs’ for telecommunications particularly as it is going to be 
shared services.  However, The Society objects to the high aerial on this site.  In our 
view, this monopole is visually obtrusive and could be better located elsewhere in the 
town such as the Ranelagh Gardens car park. The proposed location of this aerial 
would be a major detriment to the Conservation Area. 

Abbeyfields House, 53 Orwell Rd:  Change of use to a House in Multiple 
Occupation.  These alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

 

Recent Applications 

51 Westmorland Rd:  Erect detached Chalet Bungalow.  The Felixstowe Society 
objects to this proposal for the reasons stated below. 

The Proposal is an overdevelopment of a constricted corner site. The access has very 
limited traffic visibility on the north side. 

70 Hamilton Road: Installation of TV Aerial.  The Felixstowe Society believes that 
the proposed installation will have little effect on the Conservation Area.  

5 Orwell Road : Change of Use from tearoom to A1 restaurant and takeaway.  
Provided that there are facilities to control the waste from the take away, these 
changes should have little effect on the Conservation Area. 
 
The Bartlet, Undercliff Rd East:  Apartment building including Garaging and 
Bicycle store.  These proposals will have little effect on the Conservation Area and 
should enhance the overall development and complement existing buildings. 

 

 

 



 

8 Manor Terrace:  Erect first floor bay and balcony and replacement windows to 
east elevation. 

This proposal will inflict an incongruous feature on the street scene and on the façade 
of the terrace.  It does not respect the character of the terrace (SPG 16 4.1 and DM 
21) Therefore, The Society objects to the balcony feature of the proposals. 

48-50 Hamilton Rd:  Install energy efficient climate control at rear of shop.  This 
provision of a heating system will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

    

Applications awaiting a decision 

The Gate House, Maybush Lane: Single storey 2 bay Cart Lodge.  These 
changes should have little effect on the Conservation Area.    

Land at junction of Garrison Lane and High Road West:  Development of 121 
units (8 dwellings and 4 flats), alterations to existing vehicular access etc.  
Because there is prior approval for residential development on this site we do not 
object to this proposal, although we continue to have concerns about vehicular 
access on to this busy road near the traffic light controlled junction. 

We look forward to seeing the detailed designs of these dwellings: 

4 Manning Road:  Revise layout to create a stand alone entrance to each flat.  
The Society objects to this proposal.  The two doors together would create a cramped 
asymmetrical appearance out of keeping with the character of the Conservation Area. 
We suggest the new door be relocated to the right hand side of the frontage and 
relocate the window which would improve the symmetry of the facade. 

Boating Lake Site, Sea Road:  Infilling of existing boating lake and kart track 
etc.  These changes will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

Cranmer House, Maybush Lane:  Rear Porch.  The Society considers the 
extension to be over large for the front of the property and for it to be described as a 
‘porch’ (SPG 16 - 4.1 and 4.2).  In our view, the extension should be set back from the 
main building line. We therefore object to the projecting part of this design. 

Former The Buregate Public House, Sea Road:  Change of use and 
refurbishment of the Buregate Public House to accommodate 6 residential 
units.  These alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

 

Other Applications -Nil 

 

Advice To Members 
 
The Felixstowe Society Plans Group occasionally experiences difficulty in obtaining 
many of the plans for local planning applications because there seems to be problems 
at the SCDC offices in placing these on its website. Consequently some planning 
applications that we consider need to be reviewed, are simply not accessible. 
Therefore we suggest that every member of The Felixstowe Society keeps a close  
 



 

watch on their immediate area and if they see any planning notices displayed and 
they have concerns, they should write a letter explaining their concerns to: 
 
Mr P J Ridley,  

Head of Planning Services, 

Suffolk Coastal District Council, 

Melton Hill, 

Woodbridge IP12 1AU. 

Members can also bring the matter to the attention of the Plans Committee (David 
Crawford, Peter Bridge, Tony Hughes, Monica Smith, Alison Reeve and Eric Searle) 
who will try to follow it up. 
 
Remember - if The Society writes a letter of disapproval it only counts as one 
complaint, so it is important that anyone within the vicinity of a planning application 
who disapproves, must also write to SCDC as well and possibly encourage their 
neighbours to do likewise. 
 

Commenting on Planning Applications 
 
David Crawford, Chairman of The Society’s Plans Group has written an excellent  
guide on how to comment on planning applications. This may only be of value under 
the current planning regulations set-up, but who knows whether the individual or local 
organisations will be able to make much comment under the proposed new regime?? 
HOWEVER, the more comments there are, particularly if there is objection to a 
planning proposal, the better.  
 
A couple of points to bear in mind: 
All comments on planning applications are in the ʻPublic Domainʼ and will be seen by 
others including the applicant and agent. 
 
The following are NOT planning issues: 

x Loss of view or views 
x Financial impact on surrounding properties 
x Personal circumstances (unless the planning arguments are finely balanced) 
x You are a long standing resident 
x Safety of construction (however, we have found it is sometimes worth 

mentioning local ground conditions which may not be known at the local 
council level) 

 
The following ARE planning issues: 

x Past history including appeal decisions 
x National and Local Regional Planning Policies 
x Loss of light 
x Highway and traffic implications 
x Light and noise pollution 
x Local amenities 
x Impact on flora and fauna (endangered species) 
x Visual impact on built or country environment (including impact on near 

properties or the street scene) 
 



 

Submitting Comments 
1. Submit your comments in time. There is a date given on the application, 

usually 21 working days to meet a statutory requirement. 
2. If you are objecting, be aware that your comments will mean the application will 

have to be decided by committee. 
3. If your comments are going to arrive after the Case Officer has prepared his 

report, consider sending them to all members of the appropriate committee 
with a suitable covering letter. 

4. It is also a good idea to send your comments to your local town councillor so 
they are aware that the planning application may have some effects that are 
not necessarily obvious to the Town or Suffolk Coastal District Councils. 

 
Your Comments 

x Quote the application number and address to the Head of Division. 
x Have you examined the site? 
x List any factual errors. 
x Quote any relevant policies (if known) and any relevant history. 
x Clearly identify your planning concerns. 
x Clearly identify any concerns on design, materials and specify any changes 

you would like to see. (Remember to keep your comments or objections factual 
and not emotional). 

x Not all your comments should be negative. If you like only some parts of the 
proposal it is acceptable to only object to those parts you find unacceptable. It 
is always useful if you can suggest alternatives to either the whole application 
or the part to which you have objected. 

 
The Plans Committee of The Felixstowe Society follows the above criteria on The 
Societyʼs behalf and usually our comments to the Councils are accepted as useful. 
Contrary to a widespread belief, The Society does not object to every planning 
application! 
  
David Crawford                                                 
                        
                          From Central Surgery to…  

                                                                                                      

             ….Wetherspoon’s building site                                                                                                         

 
 

 
 



 

The Photo Quiz 
In our busy lives, we don’t always have the time to notice the quirky, the artistic, the 
historical so…….can you spot where the following items are located in Felixstowe and 
the surrounding areas?  Answers will be displayed at the AGM and in the September 
Newsletter. 

 
 

 



 

 
  

 Mick and Diane’s garden in March 
 
 

 
 


