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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also welcome from the Trimleys 
and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to: 

stimulate public interest in these areas 

promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local 
environment. 
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Notes from the Chairman 
I hope that you have enjoyed the summer break and you are looking forward to the 
new programme of The Felixstowe Society events which start this autumn. 

Keith and Elizabeth Horn have been very busy, over the summer, organising a full 
programme of activities in which many of you will have participated: 

x the mini holiday to Portsmouth - May 
x the Mid-Summer Social at the Hut - June 
x the visit to Wimbledon - July 

They are also busy planning the visit to Sizewell and Aldeburgh on September 14 
together with events later in the year. Keith and Elizabeth are meticulous in their 
planning and we are grateful to them for all the effort they put in to ensure that 
everything goes smoothly. 

By the time you read this, the 2016 Heritage Weekend will only be a few days away. 
If you haven’t experienced one before, I urge you to take advantage of this biennial 
opportunity to visit some fascinating houses and other buildings which are not 
normally open to the public; there will also be a programme of talks and walks during 
the three days (Friday September 9 to Sunday September 11). An excellent 
programme brochure is available which lists all the attractions. Our special thanks go 
to Bev Boyce who is our representative on the Heritage Weekend Organising 
Committee for all her hard work, over many months, to make the event a success. 

On July 1, the centenary of The Battle of the Somme, Bev gave a wonderful and very 
moving talk in St Andrew’s Church about the battle and some of the soldiers who 
took part. We are grateful for her continuing research activities and maintaining The 
Felixstowe Society’s Archive. 

It might be a bit too early but let me remind you that renewal subscriptions will be 
due in January. It helps us a lot if you pay by BACS or, even better, set up a 
standing order. Tony Horrocks, our Treasurer, has asked me to remind you that if 
you pay by cheque, there is no need to request a receipt as you will have your 
cheque stub and bank statement as proof. It saves us the cost of stamps and 
envelopes which, this year, came to no less than £50-60 to provide 56 receipts - 
money which could be better spent on members’ benefits. 

As noted in an article in this Newsletter, we have awarded our Enhancement of the 
Environment Award for 2016 to two very worthy winners. We have invited them to 
come to our October 25 Speaker’s Evening to receive their certificates and say a few 
words about their projects. 

Our membership stands at just over 600 which is a very creditable number and 
reflects, we hope, the value which members see in belonging to The Felixstowe 
Society. 

 

Roger Baker 
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Your Committee 
I would like to tell you about some concerns I have regarding the future of The 
Felixstowe Society which I feel I should share with you, the members. 

As I have said on many occasions, we are extremely fortunate to have a very 
dedicated and hard - working Committee who provide first class services for us year 
in, year out. There are, however, several important gaps in the Committee which, 
despite my appeals at both Speakers’ Evenings and in past Newsletters, have failed 
to attract volunteers from amongst the 600 members of The Society. The vacancies 
are as follows: 

x Vice - Chairman 
x Secretary 
x Members’ Communications Officer (website, notice boards and general 

‘promotion’) 
In the short term, these responsibilities are being covered by the existing Committee 
members but I think that their following list of duties will convince you that they are 
overburdened: 

 

Roger Baker                                                          

x Chairman 
x Newsletter distribution 
x Sharing of the Secretary’s duties 
x Enhancement of the Environment Awards 
x National Trust passes distribution 

 

 

 

 

Tony Horrocks                                                      

x Treasurer 
x Membership Secretary 
x Sharing of the Secretary’s duties 
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Keith and Elizabeth Horn 
x Society trips 
x Annual Dinner at The Brook Hotel 
x Summer event at The Hut 
x Insurance 
x Beach Cleans 
x Helping at Abbey Grove and at Gulpher Pond 
x Poster distribution 

 

Susanne Barsby                                                     

(former Society Treasurer) 

x Keeps the accounts of the trips 
x Bookings and accounts for the  

Annual Dinner 
x Newsletter proof reader 

 

 

 
David Crawford 

x Head of the Plans Committee 
     (review and comment on planning  
      applications) 

Other members of the Plans Committee: 

Peter Bridge, Tony Hughes, Alison Reeve, Eric Searle, 
Monica Smith. 
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Meg Baker                                                

x Minutes Secretary 
x Newsletter distribution 
x Organiser of ad hoc  

events (eg the ‘Memories  
of Phil’ Evening and New  
Members’ Coffee  
mornings) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        Laurence Gilbert                                   Roy Gray 
     Leader of Felixstowe Walkers        Speakers’ Evenings and Quizzes organiser  

                                                                                                                              

                                                              
 Bev Boyce                                                             
x Newsletter Editor 
x The Society’s Archive 
x Research 
x Publicity including working with Peter  
    Norman - our Webmaster 
x The Society’s representative on the 
    Heritage Weekend Organising 
    Committee 
x Occasional speaker at Speaker 
    Evenings 

     Tony Hughes, Tim (our printer), Me 
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I assure you that we all undertake these duties willingly but, as I see it, we are 
vulnerable on two main counts: 

1. Any Committee member might have to give up some or all of their 
responsibilities at short notice for personal reasons and there are no clear 
successors or ‘understudies’ for any of us. 
 

2. On the positive side, we are keen to expand the activities of The Society in 
order to improve the value you get from your membership but it is difficult to 
see how this can be done without having volunteers who are willing to take on 
additional work. 
 

I hope you don’t think that I am being alarmist but it is my duty as Chairman to look 
into The Society’s future and speak frankly to you, the members, if I see difficulties or 
threats on the horizon. 

So what can be done? We need volunteers who will either take on the three formal 
vacancies mentioned earlier or who would be willing to help with specific tasks listed 
above under the Committee members’ names. If you would like to know more, just 
email me on megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com or phone me on 01394 282526 for 
an informal talk. 

Roger Baker 

 

 

Calendar - September - December 2016 
(All Speaker evenings are at 7.30pm at The Salvation Army Hall, Cobbold Road.) 

September: 
Friday 9 Heritage Walk  - Felixstowe Walkers - Trimley St. Martin - meet at 11am 
outside the Memorial Hall - 2½ miles - Grade 2 

Saturday 10 Heritage Walk - Felixstowe Walkers - Cotman Walk and Gardens -
meet at 11am outside Great Eastern Square - 3 miles - Grade 3 

Sunday 11  Heritage Walk - The Countryside Walk - meet at 11am at The Grove 
car park - 3 miles - Grade 2 

Sunday 11 Heritage Walk - Landguard Peninsula - meet at 2.30pm in the car park 
opposite the Fort - 2 miles - Grade 2  

Wednesday 14 Visit to Aldeburgh and Sizewell 

Saturday 17 Beach Clean - meet at 9.30am at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage  

Sunday 18 Phil’s Sunday Walks - Hamilton Walk - meet outside The Library -  
2.30pm 

 

mailto:megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com
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Tuesday 27 Speaker Evening ‘Walton Board School’, Mike Ninnmey relates the 
fascinating story of nineteenth century education in Walton 

Thursday 29 Felixstowe Walkers - Stutton Church  - meet at 11am outside 
Stutton Church, off the B1080 Holbrook Road - 2¾ miles  - Grade 3 

October: 
Sunday 9 Phil’s Sunday Walks - The Cobbold Walk  - meet outside the Spar 
Shop opposite Brackenbury Leisure Centre - 2.30pm 

Wednesday 12  Felixstowe Walkers - Langer Park - meet at 10.30 outside the 
Leisure Centre - 2½ miles - Grade 2 

Tuesday 25  Felixstowe Walkers -Trimley St Mary - meet at 11am outside The 
Three Mariners Pub - 2½ miles - Grade 3 

Tuesday 25 Speaker Evening ‘That Woman’, 80 years ago Wallis Simpson stayed 
in Felixstowe - a small respite in a turbulent life. Bev Boyce gives an account of this 
controversial figure. 

November: 
Friday 4 Visit to Houses of Parliament- see insert 

Monday 7 Felixstowe Walkers - Fairtrade Walk - meet at 10.30am at Trinity 
Methodist Church - 2½ miles - Grade 2 

Friday 18 Felixstowe Walkers - Felixstowe Ferry - meet at 10.30am outside St 
Nicholas’ Church - 2½ miles - Grade 2 

Sunday 20 Phil’s Sunday Walks - Graveyard Tour - meet at St Peter and St 
Paul’s Church lych gate at 2.30pm 

Saturday 26 Volunteers’ Coffee Morning St John’s Church Hall at 10am - 
invitations will be sent 

Tuesday 29 Speaker Evening ‘The Restoration of the Seafront Gardens’- Breheny 
staff tell us the inside story of the construction of these award-winning gardens 

December: 
Thursday 1 Felixstowe Walkers - Woodbridge - meet at 10.30am outside The 
Deben Pool - 2½ miles - Grade 2 

Friday 9 Beach Clean - meet at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage at 9.30am 

Wednesday 14 Felixstowe Walkers - The Promenade- meet at 10.30 opposite 
The Fludyers Pub - 2½ miles  - Grade 1 

Gradings for walks: Grade 1 - easy, flat surfaces. Grade 2 - mostly on the level, 
can be muddy in places. Grade 3 - generally good surfaces, some moderate slopes, 
mud in wet weather. Grade 4 - more challenging, may include steeper slopes, rough 
ground, mud in wet weather. 
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Society News 
Information about forthcoming visits 
Third and Final visit to the Houses of Parliament – Friday 4th November 2016 

Another opportunity has been provided thanks to our Member of Parliament Dr 
Thérèse Coffey who has acted as our Sponsor once again. 

Please refer to the insert with this Newsletter where you will be provided with full 
details together with an application form. 

Keith Horn 

 

Phil’s Plaque 

A number of members attended the unveiling 
of a plaque to ‘Mr Felixstowe’, otherwise 
known as Phil Hadwen. Gill Hadwen gave a 
charming speech and unveiled the plaque 
accompanied by Phil’s children Sarah, 
Christian and Phil’s grandson Michael. 

It was decided to site the plaque in the town’s 
new Seafront Gardens shelter; a building Phil 
hoped would reflect the heritage of this town. 

With the support of Gill and Sarah Hadwen, 
The Society will continue Phil’s ‘Sunday 
Walks’, led by Bev Boyce. The history and 
architecture of the town are presented in a 
series of walks, originally devised by Phil, 
lasting about 1 hour on Sundays in September, 
October, November and then restarting in 
March of 2017. Participants will be able to view 
photos of locations in previous centuries. 
Please see the calendar for dates, times and 
meeting places. 

 

Two new Tourist Information Points along the Promenade!  

Over the last few months, two beach huts have been refurbished with the ‘Visit 
Felixstowe’ logo and they have been turned into Tourist Information Points. Inside 
there are leaflets on local attractions and information about events and activities 
in the town. 
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A Visit Felixstowe volunteer will help man the 
beach huts on weekends, bank holidays and 
throughout the school holidays. Get in touch and 
register your interest. 
Email:Felixstowe.forward@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  

Tel: 01394 444574 

 
 

 
Poems in memory of Phil Hadwen 

 
In memory of Phil Hadwen, Felixstowe Café Poets 
have published a book, ‘Glimpses of Felixstowe past, 
present and future’. The book features poems about 
historic Felixstowe but also includes other Felixstowe 
poems and sea poems. The book is A4 format, 
professionally printed and bound. Members of The 
Felixstowe Society may purchase copies for £5 by 
contacting Peter Bridge through 
editor@felixstowesociety.org or at any meeting of The 
Society. 

Proceeds from the sale of this book will be donated by Felixstowe Café Poets to 
R.N.L.I and The British Heart Foundation.  

The background to the creation of this book is explained, below, by Penelope Cutler. 

Phil Hadwen became known as ‘Mr Felixstowe’ due to the many things he was 
involved with in our town. He had offered to take Felixstowe Café Poets on a guided 
walk around Felixstowe to get our poetic juices flowing and be inspired to write 
poems about interesting historic sites, buildings and people that he would have 
drawn our attention to on the walk. Shortly before he died, I was liaising with him as 
to numbers and a suitable date for the walk. The last thing Phil said to me was, ‘A 
book about Felixstowe would be great’. We were all shocked at his sudden death on 
November 12, 2015 but when we regained our composure, Felixstowe Café Poets 
decided to fulfil one of Phil’s last wishes and produce a book of poems featuring 
historic Felixstowe. 

In 2016 we began researching, writing and submitting poems for such a publication 
and we know from The Felixstowe Society that Phil would have been pleased with 
mention of Felixstowe past, present and future. We have also included a few general 
poems about Felixstowe and, of course, as we live by the sea, inevitably some sea 
poems have crept in. It has surprised us how, when researching Felixstowe history, 
one becomes more and more absorbed in how a town developed and who was 
involved in it since the 1800s. 

Please enjoy this poetic journey with ‘Glimpses of Felixstowe past, present and 
future’ and remember Phil Hadwen. 

Penelope Cutler  Felixstowe Café Poets 

mailto:editor@felixstowesociety.org
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The Society’s Dinner - April 25 

Over 80 members attended the annual 
dinner at the Brook Hotel. The raffle 
raised £234; monies were added from 
other events and a cheque for £350 was 
donated to the FACTS bus. 

This Felixstowe Area Community 
Transport  Scheme (FACTS) fufils a need 
for disabled and mobility impaired ladies 
and gentlemen to visit the supermarket, 
attend a surgery or a community event 
etc. 

This essential community service is 
entirely staffed by volunteers who drive 
the minibus, or operate as passenger 
assistants. 

 

 

 
The Society’s Archive 
The Society would like to thank Jean Young for donating another photo to the 
archive; a 1950s photo of The Cavendish Hotel.  We are also grateful to David 
Crawford who has donated a document regarding the history of the Orwell Hotel. A 
generous donation of original drawings and plans, dating back to the 1920s when the 
Bartlet was being designed and constructed, has been made by Peter Blemings. An 
exhibition of some of this material will be displayed at the October Speaker Evening. 

Felixstowe Youth Society 
If there is anyone who is interested in leading the Youth Society and working with the 
youth of this town to further develop the aims of the group, as established by Phil 
Hadwen, please contact Roger Baker for an informal chat about this job - 01394 
282526.  

The Society’s Newsletter 
The Editor would like to thank Consultant Editor Tony Hughes, and Proof Reader 
Susanne Barsby for all their help. 

The deadline for contributions to the next Newsletter - NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 
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Ferry Characters - John White 

         Tuesday April 26 

 John White, the Harbour Master of Felixstowe Ferry, 
gave us a fascinating glimpse of the characters who 
have run the Bawdsey Ferry; a service which has 
been running since Norman times. 

He showed us old photos of the Ferry and, in the 
late 1800s, when the Ferry men were also fishermen 
and acted as pilots on barges taking coal up to 
Woodbridge. 

Charlie Brinkley, pictured right, ran the ferry at the 
turn of the century, literally single handed, as he lost 
his right hand when a muzzle loader exploded while 
he was shooting wildfowl on Havergate Island on  
Christmas Day. 

 The Bawdsey Ferry, at that time, was a steam 
driven chain ferry, installed by Sir Cuthbert Quilter 
who lived at Bawdsey Manor, so that he could use 
the quickest route, via the railway at Felixstowe, to 
his office in London. 

John White told us of the heyday of Bawdsey Ferry during the Second World War 
when Bawdsey was an RAF station developing radar. Many personnel were based 
there and needed transport to Felixstowe.  

He showed us photos of the great freeze in the winter of 1962 when Charlie Brinkley 
Junior was the ferryman who was able to walk from 
Waldringfield to Woodbridge on the pack ice. The ferry 
had to be hauled out of the water each night to avoid 
being cut through by the flowing ice.  

Several tales were told of Albert Aldis who ran the bus 
service from Felixstowe Ferry to Felixstowe; a great 
character who was convinced that whenever the radar 
equipment at RAF Bawdsey was turned on it caused his 
buses to break down! 

John spent his entire working life at Felixstowe Ferry, 
spending 42 years building boats. His wealth of 
knowledge, experience and wonderful anecdotes about 
the characters of the Ferry community thoroughly 
entertained Society members. 
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Minutes of the AGM held on Tuesday May 24, 2016 at 
7.30pm in The Salvation Army Hall 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: Mrs D Robinson, Mr and Mrs Smith, Mr T 
Horrocks,  Dr and Mrs N Barsby, Mr R Ellis, Mr D Hart, Mr and Mrs Stafford and 
Mr and Mrs A Cooper. 

 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on May 19, 2016 
 
A motion to accept the minutes was proposed by Mr M Elmes and seconded by 
Mr B Dunthorne. 

 

3. Annual Report for 2015 
 
A motion to accept the report was proposed by Mr D Daniels and seconded by 
Mr M Elmes. 

 

4. Annual Accounts for 2015 
 
Due to the accounts not being available prior to the AGM, The Chairman asked 
the members to read the accounts after the meeting and to contact him or Tony 
Horrocks if they wish to discuss or make any comment on them. (Accounts are 
on pages 14 -15) 
The Chairman expressed his thanks to Susanne Barsby for her hard work as 
Treasurer for fifteen years. She is remaining as a member of the committee and 
is continuing to process the payments for trips and events. 

 

5. Election of Officers, Executive Committee and Independent Examiner 
 

A   Election of Officers - Nominations: 

x Chairman - Roger Baker 
x Vice Chairman - Vacant 
x Secretary - Vacant 
x Treasurer - Tony Horrocks 
x Independent Examiner - Alan Middleton 
 
The election of the above officers was proposed by Mr J Garfield and 
seconded by Mrs K Topping. 
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B. Election of Committee Members: 

 
The following members were proposed by Mr J Garfield and seconded by K 
Topham: 
 
Meg Baker, Susanne Barsby, Bev Boyce, David Crawford, Laurence Gilbert, 
Roy Gray, Elizabeth Horn and Keith Horn. 

 

6. The Felixstowe Society Award for the Enhancement of the 
    Environment  
 
The final decision for this award has yet to be decided. The decision will appear 
in the September Newsletter and the awards will be presented in the Autumn. 
 
7.Any Other Business 
 
Mr Elmes raised a query about the Enhancement of the Environment Award. He 
was invited to speak to The Chairman after the meeting. 

The formal business of the meeting closed at 19.40pm. 

 
 
 

                The following are The Society’s accounts 
 
                        
  Receipts and payments for the year ended December 31 2015 
 

NATIONWIDE TREASURERS’ TRUST ACCOUNT 

 
RECEIPTS  PAYMENTS  

 £  £ 
B/fwd from 2014 7486.67   
Gross Interest 18.74 Balance c/fwd to 2016 7505.41 

 7505.41  7505.41 
 
Certified correct according to the books and vouchers presented to me 

      John Reynolds, Independent Examiner    S M Barsby Honorary Treasurer 

                  January 2016                                                January 2016 
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WOODLAND ACCOUNT 

BARCLAYS CURRENT ACCOUNT 

 
RECEIPTS  PAYMENTS  

 £  £ 
B/fwd from 2014 714.80   
Woodland Trust 599.39 R.Stoner Sundries Abbey 

Grove 
611.84 

  J Parks Tractor/Trailer 
Storage 

52.00 

  Balance c/fwd to 2016  650.35 
  

1314.19 
    

1314.19 
 

Certified correct according to the books and vouchers presented to me 

      John Reynolds Independent Examiner           S M Barsby Honorary Treasurer 

                    January 2016                                                 January 2016 
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The South Coast entertained The Felixstowe Society for 
three days in May 

Day 1: Petworth House in West Sussex was our main stop on the way to 
Portsmouth. 

We entered by the servants’ 
quarters which is a totally 
separate building from the main 
house. The servants only 
accessed the house via an 
underground tunnel. John 
Constable described Petworth 
as ‘The House of Art’ as the 

walls were and still are covered in paintings by Van 
Dyck, JMW Turner, John Constable and many others. 
The extensive grounds, designed by Capability Brown, 
lost a high percentage of their trees in the 1987 storm. 
On the right is the Hans Holbein painting surrounded by 
Gibbons’ carving. 

Our final destination was the Great Western Royal Beach Hotel, Southsea where we 
were greeted by porters, tea, coffee, dinner and comfortable beds. 

Day 2: We awoke to a bright, sunny, clear day 
which was ideal for our visit to Gunwharf Quays 
(designer outlet shops) where we would access 
the Spinnaker Tower. The tower is 170 metres 
tall (560ft) but the top viewing floor is only 105 
metres(344ft) Due to the weather conditions 
there were fantastic views of Portsmouth, the 
Isle of Wight, Southampton and to the east, 
Chichester Cathedral’s spire.  Below us we 
could see Sir Ben Ainslie’s new America’s Cup 
Challenge building and sitting in the sea was 
the T1 practice catamaran. Part of the 1st stage 
viewing platform floor is glass; it looked a long 
way down. 

 By lunchtime we were in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard where there is so much to see and 
do: ships, museums, exhibitions, the rope house 
and harbour trips. HMS Victory was completed 
in 1765; Lord Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of 
Trafalgar. Nelson was mortally wounded on 
deck but was taken below deck to die. The 
Victory is the flagship of the First Sea Lord  
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today. Some of our group took the 12.30pm boat trip around the harbour. The 
weather continued to smile on us. The commentary was clear and interesting, 
pointing out three new frigates and the preparation of new, much longer quays to 
accommodate the two new aircraft carriers. Sitting in the background was dear old 

Illustrious. 

As we returned to land, Ben Ainslie’s T1 
catmaran was coming through the harbour 
entrance behind us. HMS Warrior (pictured left) 
was completed in 1860. It was a 40-gun steam- 
powered armoured frigate but it was soon made 
obsolete in the 1870s by mastless ships. The 
Warrior is beautifully restored. 

At the end of the day we were given a taster of Portchester Castle. 

 

Day 3: We discovered, from the 
morning newspapers, the reason for 
the catamaran activity in Portsmouth 
Harbour the day before. 

The photo, right, shows the Duchess 
of Cambridge sailing on the T1 
catamaran on the Solent, with Sir Ben 
Ainslie on May 20, 2016.  

  

 

The first venue was the much-acclaimed D Day Museum. The Overlord Embroidery, 
the centrepiece of the Museum, was commissioned by Lord Dulverton of Batsford as 
a tribute to the sacrifice and heroism of those who took part. Sandra Lawrence 
designed the 34 panels and each one is 2.4 metres long and 0.9 metres deep. Her 
full size water colour paintings are now hanging in the Pentagon. The embroidery 
panels were created by The Royal School of Needlework. The rest of the museum 
has momentoes and exhibits of the build-up to D Day and after. During our visit, 
some veterans were arriving and we discovered that on that Friday, around the 
country, veterans were being presented with the Légion d’honneur of France. 
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The last port of call before we were to make our way home was Chichester, a town 
famous for the nearly complete Roman walls which surround the city. They were 
principally built to demonstrate status. The Cathedral was founded in 1075 and its 
spire is 84 metres high. At the high altar you cannot miss John Piper’s stunning 
tapestry. In the north transept, Gustav Holst’s ashes were interred and there is a 
stone in the floor to commemorate him. 

Unfortunately all good things must come to an end, so, as a reminder, here are the 
boys and girls of Felixstowe. 

 

Thank you, thank 
you, thank you 
Keith and Elizabeth 
Horn.  

A great deal of time 
and work went into 
this holiday and all 
your participants 
appreciated your 
excellent planning. 

  

 

So Keith and Elizabeth, when is 
the next one? 

Our driver for the three days was 
Ian of Klarners Coaches and we 
were grateful for the way he 
delivered us as close as 
possible to the venues. He was 
really put to the test in the 
streets of Petworth and 
Portchester. Well done, Ian. 

 

 

On the right, a pensive Elizabeth 
at Gunwharf Quays perhaps 
thinking, ‘Where is that husband 
with the tickets for the Spinnaker 
Tower?’ 

Sincere thanks to Alan and Pam 
Cooper for this report. 
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London’s Horrible History 

       Tuesday May 24 
Clare, a Blue Badge guide for many parts of the 
UK, gave us a lively gallop through the more 
gruesome parts of English History, starting with 
the burning down of Roman Colchester by the 
marauding Danes, the aggressive acts of 

Boudicca and the building up and burning down of Roman London. 

Not sparing our shudders, Clare told the story of Simon Theobald, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in medieval times, who was beheaded but whose 
mummified head was exhumed and is now seen in St. Gregory’s Church, 
Sudbury. 

She told us of the Princes killed in the Tower of London by King Richard III, and 
of the spectacles of public hangings and beheadings which drew vast crowds, 
even in the Victorian era.  

Clare explained the 
history of the terms ‘one 
for the road’ and ‘on the 
wagon’. When prisoners 
were transported from 
Newgate Prison to Tyburn 
for their execution, they 
were allowed to stop for a 
drink! 

She concluded by 
reminding us of the horrors of the plague and cholera which were rife in London 
and later of trips down the Thames to gawp at prisoners crammed in to prison 
hulks - often before they were transported to the Antipodes.  

 

  



20 
 

 
 

Beach Clean - June 16, 2016 
 

 
 
On a gorgeous June morning, 22 people attended; they comprised members of The 
Felixstowe Society and the Felixstowe Beach Hut and Chalet Association. 
The beach was remarkably clean and consequently we only collected 13 kg in total. 
From our recorded 100 metres, we collected 112 pieces of litter weighing 2 kg. 30% 
of these items were plastic. 
 
One very dangerous, rusty piece of metal was also collected and this weighed 2 kg. 
While it was nice to see this area of the beach looking so clean, it was very 
disappointing to record six lots of unbagged dogs’ faeces. 
 
Many thanks to all who attended this event and also to The Cliff Café who, once 
again, provided us with free coffee. 
 
Many thanks to Keith and Elizabeth Horn for another superbly organized event. 
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The Wimbledon Visit – Wednesday July 27 

 

Just seventeen days after Andy Murray’s triumph, 37 members of The Society, 
armed with tennis rackets, visited SW19 to cast our eyes over the top class facilities. 

On arrival we were directed to the largest tennis museum in the world. It certainly 
lives up to its billing as a comprehensive collection of tennis memorabilia and the 
largest number of tennis rackets on the planet! Nineteenth century artefacts from the 
beginnings of the game were displayed along with the kit worn by Serena Williams 
as she won the latest of her 22 Grand Slam titles. 

For those members of a certain age, two of the 
rackets on display were used by Billie-Jean King and 
Rod Laver, pictured left. Pete Sampras, the No. 1 
tennis player in the 90s donated his prize tennis 
shoes, pictured below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were also privileged to be taken on a behind the scenes tour of the site by two 
delightful and knowledgeable guides. The Press Centre, particularly the BBC studio, 
was impressive; the facilities used by members of the All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club were even more so. The highlight was the opportunity to sit on Centre 
Court which was being stripped, quite sedately, of its famous turf. We were told of 
the incredible machinery, used by the ground staff, to ensure that every blade of 
grass gets plenty of sun. It is this attention to detail which makes Wimbledon the 
premier tennis tournament in the world. Keith and Elizabeth Horn’s organisation of 
the trip was, as always, impeccable. A great visit. 
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Society Members’ 
Feature 

 
Three of our new 

members have kindly 
agreed to give their views 

of Felixstowe 

Pictured from left: 

Sue Baldwin, Pat Horne, 
Roger Baldwin 

 

 

Pat Horne writes: 

Having recently moved to Felixstowe, I heard about The Society through a neighbour 
and joined, primarily, to get to know people locally and also with a view to becoming 
involved with events happening within the town. 

Sue and Roger Baldwin also write about their first months in Felixstowe: 

We are very fortunate to have recently (December 2015) moved into The Bartlet 
having spent the last thirty years living in a large barn conversion in East Bergholt. 
Although we were very happy living there, a knee replacement for me and a 
subsequent broken ankle for Sue made us realise that living in close proximity to 
reasonable public transport systems, restaurants, shops, doctor, theatre and cinema 
was a very desirable feature. As a bonus, we have now encompassed the wonderful 
¼ hourly bus service into Ipswich together with the use of the train line - when it is 
running. 

We knew Felixstowe reasonably well as it was a favoured dog walking place in the 
winter when the forest tracks around East Bergholt meant that our Westie looked 
more like a black Highland Terrier when we arrived home. 

As an architect, I have always sought interesting buildings in which to reside and The 
Bartlet certainly ticks all the boxes for me. As you move around the building, there 
are numerous pleasing details. Beautiful profiled brick sills to the windows; tile 
creasing details to brick piers, all integrated into a building that for all its size, has a 
very human scale. Most of the windows are the original hardwood double hang 
sashes complete with their original chain cords. Our apartment has a 3m ceiling 
height, as do most in the original building, and a very large balcony which all 
contributes to a very spacious feel. 

All of this and an ever-changing view of the sea. 

Although we have only been here for six months, we both know this will be our last 
home. 
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The Enhancement of the Environment Awards 2016 
The aim of this award is to recognise developments which have made a positive and 
beneficial contribution to the town; this is a particularly important criterion. By giving 
the award we also aim to stimulate local interest in the quality of development in the 
town and to encourage such developments in the future. 

The Society is pleased to announce that two properties have been given this year’s 
awards. 

Members may 
remember this 
building, shown 
left, as The 
Feathers. In The 
Society archive 
we have a copy 
of a photo, 
dated 1869, 
showing a horse 
drawn omnibus 
waiting outside! 
The Society has 
given the award 
for the 

sympathetic conversion into two houses of the former public house. A welcome 
addition to this area of Walton. 

 

 

The building of 
two new 
apartment 
complexes in  
Leopold Road, in 
the opinion of The 
Society, blends 
sympathetically 
with the other 
buildings in the 
area. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all those members who took part in the voting for the 2016 awards. 
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The Felixstowe Walkers 
The Felixstowe Walkers enjoyed a further series 
of walks throughout the spring and early 
summer. The better weather enables us to get 
out more into the countryside, although heavy 
rain caused at least one significant change to a 
walk in July. This shows the merit of our long-
standing approach which is for the walk leader 
to recce each walk shortly before the chosen 
date. Laurence Gilbert, who was leading the 
Levington walk,in July (pictured right), was able 
to choose another safer route along the river 
bank and back up through the reed beds, to the Ship Inn for welcome refreshment. 
By taking this amount of care we almost never have to cancel a walk, whatever the 
weather. If you are coming on a walk, however, do take note of the grading. Grade 1 
is the most straightforward, Grade 4, the most demanding. For the latter, you need to 
be reasonably fit and well shod. Laurence is one of the founders of the original 
walking group over 12 years ago and co-ordinates the production of the programme; 
quite a task, which the other walk leaders really appreciate. 

Our first walk in May was from Kesgrave, led by Mary Bolton. For some reason this 
was only thinly attended, despite the glorious spring weather. This was a pity as it 
was a great walk through woods and open country side with a visit to Dobb’s grave. 
Dobb killed himself rather than risk transportation to Australia for losing a sheep and 
was buried in unconsecrated ground at the junction of three parishes. 

Landguard is always a popular, though sometimes blustery, walk. The popular 
Viewpoint Café provides welcome refreshment afterwards. Another popular local 
walk was tackled on May 26, starting and ending at Gosling’s Farm Shop Café. This 

walk can be a bit muddy in places but has wonderful 
views down to the Orwell. 

I led the walk from M&S at Martlesham on June 8. This is 
fairly new to our repertoire and proving to be popular. You 
get way from the hustle and bustle of the shops very 
quickly; it is a varied walk through woods (pictured left) 
and fields with views down to Martlesham Creek at one 
point. 

Closer to home walks around Old Felixstowe and the 
award-winning Seafront Gardens were well supported. 
Walks continued through the summer at Alton Water, 
Rendlesham Forest and Waldringfield. 

We have another full programme of walks for the autumn, starting with those 
organised as part of Heritage Weekend. Do come and join us if you can. If you think 
you might be able to help as a walk leader, do speak to Laurence, me or one of the 
other walk leaders and we will explain what is involved. 

Alan Muchal 
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Heritage Open Days - September 
9,10,11, 2016 

We have plenty of opportunities for you to visit Heritage 
locations and participate in activities, FOR FREE, during 

these three days. 

 

One of the highlights, this year, is to visit the Palm 
Court and Dining Room of, Grade 2 listed, Harvest 
House by kind permission of the Directors and 
residents. This early Edwardian building, designed 
by Thomas Cotman, has retained many of its 
original features.  

Another attraction is the opportunity to visit the 
Grade 2 listed, Bartlet, a superbly renovated 
building, originally constructed between 1923 and 
1926. on top of the remains of Martell Tower R. 

The Felixstowe Walkers’ Leaders have organized a 
number of heritage walks around fascinating locations in the town as well as in 
Walton and around the graveyard of St Peter and St Paul’s Church. 

You can also visit Martello P in Martello Park; a unique opportunity to look 
inside this nineteenth century building. In contrast there will be some private 
houses, built at various periods in 
previous centuries, open for you to admire 
how the owners have incorporated 
original features into modern living. 

Vintage buses will ferry visitors around to 
various sites and activities; a very popular 
feature of the programme in 2014. The 

Information 
Hub will be 
open on Saturday and Sunday, 10 and 11 
September at Walton Community Hall so you can 
find out up-to-date information on all that the 
programme has to offer alongside exhibitions about 
local clubs and societies. 

On Friday September 9 at 7pm in the Salvation 
Army Hall, the weekend will be formally opened 

followed by a talk on Martellos, delivered by a number of speakers. 
Look out for the brochure which will be available at Art on the Prom, on September 

4, and at various locations around the town 
 



26 
 

 
 

 

Website:www.felixstowehutschalets.co.uk         Email: felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com 
                Correspondence Address: Fells Cottage, 72 Ferry Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9LU 

Tel: 01394 274331 Treasurer – Trevor Mason 

In April a dozen members,  
some pictured left, carried 
out a beach clean from the 
Pier to Manor End, using 
picking sticks and rubbish 
bags provided by Suffolk 
Coastal District Council. It 
was disappointing, 
although perhaps not 
surprising, to see the 
amount of litter that was 
removed from the beach. 
The most shocking item 
was a hypodermic syringe, 
which could have caused 

serious injury. There were dozens of wet wipes, cigarette ends, cans, bottles, 
plastic items and plenty of dog mess. Much is undoubtedly discarded from 
ships, but an awful lot is left by thoughtless visitors to the beach. 

Members of the Felixstowe Beach Hut and 
Chalet Association have taken part in events to 
mark HM The Queen’s 90th birthday 

In June we organized a number of tea parties at 
huts all along the seafront. Seven hut owners 
provided tea, coffee and cakes to people 
walking past on the promenade and a chalet 
tenant held a tombola, all in order to raise funds 
for Felixstowe Volunteer Coastal Patrol and 
Rescue Service (FVCPRS) and Felixstowe 

Coastwatch. The generosity of visitors led 
to £900 being raised, which has been 
shared between the two organisations. 
John Cresswell from FVCPRS attended 
the Association AGM in June and received 
a cheque from Joanne Woodward, our 
Chairman. 

Trevor Mason 

 

mailto:felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com
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News from The Felixstowe Museum 

Volunteers are busy with preliminary work for re-accreditation from The Arts Council. 
This is a national standard in museum 
management and collection care which we first 
achieved in 2003 and it is reviewed on a regular 
basis. 

Our ongoing World War One exhibition, including 
Jenny Rudd’s memorial display in the main 
corridor, continues to attract a lot of interest.  

Pictured, below, is a local artefact presented to 
the museum. It shows the flyleaf of a New 
Testament Bible issued to Fred Grimwood, 3rd 
Battalion Suffolk Regiment, at Felixstowe. As part of the rolling, changing nature of 

the display, we would be 
grateful if Society members 
would have a rummage 
around for any local 
memorabilia, documents, 
photographs, postcards, 
newspapers/cuttings.  

We are particularly keen to 
discover the location of 
convalescent homes in the 
district and those houses 
requisitioned for officer 
accommodation or used for 
billeting troops. We are also 
continuing our ongoing quest 

for more ‘trench art’ and similar artefacts. 

On a slightly more modern note, 2017 will be the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
the first purpose-built container terminal in the UK, ‘New South Quay’, on the site of 
the old RAF seaplane station. In co-operation with the Port of Felixstowe, we are 
hoping to mount a museum display commemorating the occasion. We would be 
delighted to hear from anyone with dock items relating to this time - no matter how 
these items were acquired! Also we are looking for any copies of ‘Dock Leaves’, the 
old port magazine. 

Contact: email felmuseum@btopenworld.com   

Telephone: 01394 674355 (answerphone) 

 View the website at www.felixstowemuseum.org 

 

Sue Tod 

 

 

mailto:felmuseum@btopenworld.com
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. 
Research Corner 27 Part 2 - The History of Bowls in 

Felixstowe 
The Felixstowe Bowls Club in Tomline Road was built in 1923, reputedly in his own 
garden, by Walter Cross as a gentleman’s club with a six rink grass bowling green. 
Walter Cross was a local builder who is also credited with purchasing and thus 
saving the Ferry Golf Club after World War 2. As with other bowls clubs in the town, 
it was supported by several prominent businessmen. 

The main club house was brick built with a bar; a snooker room and the bowls 
changing rooms were in a wooden annexe attached to the main building. At that 
time, in the 1920s, there were around 35 members. 

In 1979, the club house was extended by replacing the wooden annexe with a brick 
construction which exists today although there have been a number of internal 
changes to the use of various rooms such as the bar and changing rooms. 

During this period, ladies were not allowed to play but after bowls matches or 
competitions, they did come into the club to prepare food for the men! However in 
1995 ladies were granted full membership but had no separate changing room until 
2010. A milestone was reached in 2006 with the appointment of the first lady 
President, Mrs Barbrook, and in 2007 with the first overall Club Captain, Mrs W 
James. 

 

In 1996 it was decided to install a new artificial green with 6 rinks which would allow 
bowls to be played all year round. At the same time land, at the rear of the site, was 
sold for housing and a wall built to enclose the green which remains as it is today, 
pictured above; although the tar macadam surface, underlay and carpet have all 
been changed in 2003/2004 and a new underlay and carpet again in 2013. 

The club has always been affiliated to English Bowling Association, now Bowls 
England, and plays its matches in the Ipswich and District League on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. In 2014, a team was entered in the Ipswich and District 
Bowls Federation with matches on Wednesday afternoons. 

Currently there are 95 members including 30 ladies, and the green is open daily for 
play throughout the year. The bar and clubhouse are also open daily for social 
purposes. New members are always welcome and details can be found on their 
website or contact 01394 283961. 

Tony Horrocks 
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Planning Applications February to 5 July 

SCDC has granted permission for the following: 

Previous applications 

The Gate House, Maybush Lane: Single storey 2 bay Cart Lodge. These 
changes should have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

Land at junction of Garrison Lane and High Road West: Development of 
121 units (8 dwellings and 4 flats), alterations to existing vehicular access 
etc. Because there is prior approval for residential development on this site, we 
do not object to this proposal, although we continue to have concerns about 
vehicular access on to this busy road near the traffic light controlled junction. 
We look forward to seeing the detailed designs of these dwellings. 

4, Manning Road: Revised layout to create a stand alone entrance to each 
flat.  The Society objects to this proposal. The two doors together would create 
a cramped, asymmetrical appearance out of keeping with the character of the 
Conservation Area. We suggest the new door be relocated to the right hand 
side of the frontage and relocate the window which would improve the 
symmetry of the façade. 

Boating Lake site, Sea Road: Infilling of existing boating lake and kart 
track etc.  These changes will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

Recent applications 

3, Cranmer House, Maybush lane: Erection of a porch to the rear area. 
This application appears to be a repeat of 16/0343. We have nothing to add to 
our comments on that application which were: 

‘The Society considers the extension to be over large for the front of the 
property and for it to be described as a ‘porch’ (SPG 16 -4.1 and 4.2). In our 
view, the extension should be set back from the main building line. We 
therefore object to the projecting part of this design’. 

135, Undercliff Road West: Two storey rear extension. This extension is not 
in keeping with the character of the building. However, as it is at the rear of the 
house, these alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 

Suffolk Private Retirement Home, 9 Sea Road: Conversion of 20 bedroom 
Nursing home to 5 apartments. This building needs renovation and the new 
use can only benefit the Conservation Area. 

12, Norman Close: Alterations and extensions including loft conversion 
etc. The Society objects to these proposals. The alterations will have a major 
impact on the private gardens of adjacent properties (SPG 16 Para 5.2) and 
would be detrimental to the privacy of neighbours. 
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The following approvals will have little effect on the Conservation Area: 

3-5 Hamilton Road: Change of use of single ground floor shop to form 
two shop units with fitness Studio etc. 

North Sea Hotel, Sea Road: Application to vary condition  of 
DC/15/0151/FUL - to allow for the design of the ground floor to be altered 
to include two further flats and undercroft parking 

The Beeches, Martello Lane: Proposed garden room 

Castle Lodge Hotel, Chevallier Road: Change of use from hotel to 
boarding house for Felixstowe International College to house students 
etc 

17, Beach Road East: Fell trees. 

Applications awaiting a decision 

Meri Rauha, 1 High Beach: Alterations and extensions to provide 5 
apartment flats. We have had further representations from our members and 
we have reviewed our comments of April 28. We note that there are significant 
details omitted from the documentation we reviewed and, on reflection, we 
found it difficult to assess the full impact of the proposed alterations. It is clear 
the internal alterations will result in cramped accommodation in the flats and we 
recommend the number of flats be reduced. The enclosure of the balconies 
makes a significant and adverse effect on the street scene and on the 
elevations of these Victorian buildings. 

For the above reasons, The Society withdraws the comments of our letter 
dated April 28 and we now object to the proposals. 

Waverley Heights, Wolsey Gardens: Change of use of existing A1 and A3 
units to D1 for treatment rooms and glazing to decking to create space for 
A3 café. The Felixstowe Society believes that the proposed changes will have 
little effect on the Conservation Area. 

17A, Beatrice Avenue: New dwelling in garden. The proposed design of the 
house is sympathetic to the street scene. However, The Society objects to the 
siting of the dwelling. In our view, the proposed location on the plot impinges on 
No. 2 Fairfield Avenue and creates a crowded street scene. We suggest that 
the drive and parking area should be placed on the west side of the 
development, adjacent to the boundary of No. 2 Fairfield Avenue, creating a 
more open appearance between the houses. 

37, Quilter Road: Proposed rear extension with single storey extension. 

105, Undercliff Road West: Erect oak and brick veranda with glazed roof 
to the rear elevation. 

Both the above alterations will have little effect on the Conservation Area. 
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Other applications 

Anzani House, Anzani Avenue: Change of use from offices to up to 197 
residential apartments including associated internal works. The Society 
has doubts about the viability of this project. This is a site isolated from the rest 
of Felixstowe by the A14. There appears to be no pedestrian access to the 
shopping area of Grange Estate. We therefore object to this proposal until there 
is more information on how residents will cope with the isolation. 

SCDC APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED BUT WITHDRAWN? 

Members of The Society’s Planning Sub-Committee, led by David Crawford,     
hold meetings every three weeks to consider recent planning applications. The 
committee can also attend the local and Suffolk Coastal planning meetings, as 
observers, when critical planning proposals are considered. The Society gives 
its informed views on planning applications to local and Suffolk Coastal 
Councillors. 

Advice to members 

We suggest that every member of The Felixstowe Society keeps a close watch 
on their immediate area and if they see any planning notices displayed and 
they have concerns, they should write a letter explaining their concerns to: 

Mr P J Ridley 

Head of Planning Services, 

Suffolk Coastal District Council, 

Melton Hill,  

Woodbridge IP12 1AU 

Members can also bring the matter to the attention of the Planning Sub- 
Committee (David Crawford, Peter Bridge, Tony Hughes, Monica Smith, Alison 
Reeve and Eric Searle) who will try to follow it up. 

Remember – if The Society writes a letter of disapproval, it only counts as one 
complaint. Therefore it is important that anyone who disapproves of a planning  
application, must also write to the SCDC as well and possibly encourage their 
neighbours to do likewise. 

Pictured left, work starting on the Yacht Pond 
area back in April 2016. By the time you receive 
this Newsletter, the project should be 
completed, to provide more parking and 
exhibition/community space for this area of the 
town. The original Yacht Pond opened in June 
1910, used principally for sailing model boats in 
its first few years. 
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The Photo Quiz 2 

I understand there was a positive response to the first photo quiz in May’s 
Newsletter. Unfortunately I don’t have the space to give the answers and some 
history about the photos in the last quiz.  Here are more quirky, artistic and historical 

photos for you to identify. 

   

 

 

 

 

 


