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The Felixstowe Society is established for the public benefit of people who either 
live or work in Felixstowe and Walton. Members are also welcome from The Trimleys 
and the surrounding villages. The Society endeavours to: 

stimulate public interest in these areas 

promote high standards of planning and architecture 

and secure the improvement, protection, development and preservation of the local 
environment. 

Cover photo: On the left - Gulpher Pond. Lower right - The Grove 
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Notes from the Chairman 
These are my final “Notes” as Chairman of The Society. You might remember that I 
resigned on a previous occasion at the end of 2015 when Phil Hadwen was due to 
take over from me. At that time I had served for two years and felt that someone else 
should bring new ideas to the job. However that was not to be, and I felt under an 
obligation to carry on after Phil’s death and have now completed four years as 
Chairman. 

At the time of writing (end March), we have still to find my replacement but I am 
hopeful that we will have found someone by the time you read this. So if you wish to 
nominate someone for Chairman or for any of the other vacant positions, please 
send me the nomination form at the end of the AGM papers which are enclosed with 
this Newsletter. Multiple nominations are welcome. 

During my Chairmanship I have enjoyed working with our excellent Committee; they 
have been hugely supportive and have worked unbelievably hard to make The 
Society the success it now is. The last four years have seen significant changes, all 
of which have been for the better. 

But I have one major disappointment: as I have said on several occasions (and in 
the letter which I sent to all of you last November) we have been unable to find 
volunteers to take over from those Committee members who have retired from their 
posts. The one exception is Hilary Eaton who took on the position of 
Treasurer/Membership Secretary from Tony Horrocks and is doing a splendid job. In 
the short term we have all taken on additional work but this is not a sustainable 
situation and will only get worse when Bev Boyce, who edits our wonderful 
Newsletter, and I, will no longer be Committee members. We are on a knife-edge 
and there is a real possibility that we will either have to cut back our activities 
(discontinue the Newsletter perhaps?) or, at worst, wind up The Society altogether. 

Turning to another matter, I wrote an article in the January Newsletter about the way 
in which the hugely inappropriate development of Bala Cottage at Felixstowe Ferry 
had been approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council (SCDC). In that article I 
quoted a letter I had sent to Stephen Baker, the Chief Executive of SCDC. I did 
eventually receive a reply which was a complete whitewash and which failed to 
address the rumours and suspicions to which the circumstances of the approval had 
inevitably given rise. I have therefore sent him a second letter which sets out in more 
detail the facts of the case and repeats the questions to which answers must be 
given. Rather than clutter this Newsletter, we have produced an 8-page “Bala 
Cottage Update” which is enclosed. Please read it and, if you agree with what we are 
saying, write your own letter of complaint to Stephen Baker. 

And so it is farewell although I will continue to be the Newsletter Distribution 
Organiser and will of course be a regular attender at events. I wish The Society 
every success and fervently hope that our short-term problems can be solved in due 
course.   

 

   

Roger Baker      
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Calendar - May to December 2017 

May 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 17, 18, 19 - Three day trip to Norfolk 

Sunday 21 Phil’s Sunday Walks - The Seafront Gardens Perimeter Walk - meet 
outside the Town Hall at 2.30pm  

Tuesday 23 AGM and Speaker Evening - Royal Yacht Britannia - Derek Peters 

 

June 
Wednesday 21 Beach Clean - meet at 9.30am at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage 

Saturday 24 - Midsummer Social - see insert 

Sunday 25 Phil’s Sunday Walks - The Cobbold Walk - meet in the car park of 
Brackenbury Sports centre at 2.30pm 

 

July 
Thursday 20 - Visit to Harwich  - see insert 

Sunday 30 Phil’s Sunday Walks - Felixstowe in World War I - meet by the Premier 
Inn car park on Garrison Lane at 2.30pm.This walk will finish at the War Memorial. 
We will be climbing the sets of steps in the Town Hall gardens 

Monday 31 World War 1 Commemorative Lecture - ‘Passchendaele and the 
Double VC- Noel Chavasse’ - St Andrew’s Church at 7pm - free event 

 

August 
Sunday 6 Phil’s Sunday Walks – Edwardian Felixstowe – meet outside the Town 
Station opposite the Orwell Hotel at 2.30pm 

 

September 
Saturday 16 Beach Clean - meet at 9.30am at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage 

Sunday 17 Phil’s Sunday Walks - The Walton Walk - meet outside St Mary’s Church, 
Walton at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 26 Speaker Evening - Suffolk Workhouses - Richard Standing 

  

October 
Sunday 15 Phil’s Sunday Walks - the new graveyard tour - meet at St Peter and St 
Paul’s lych gate at 2.30pm 
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Tuesday 24 Speaker Evening - Felixstowe and Offshore Radio - Brian Nichols and 
Charles Wright 

 

December 
Thursday 7 Beach Clean - meet at 9.30am at the shelter nearest Seagull Cottage 

Gradings for walks: Grade 1 - easy, flat surfaces. Grade 2 - mostly on the level, 
can be muddy in places. Grade 3 - generally good surfaces, some moderate slopes, 
mud in wet weather. Grade 4  - more challenging, may include steeper slopes, rough 
ground, mud in wet weather.  

 

Society News 
The Society’s Archive 
The Society is very grateful to Colin and Sue Tod for their kind offer to house the 
archive at Felixstowe Museum. This will enable better access for those members 
who have kindly volunteered to help and also for all members who wish to view the 
collection. Our photo collection is particularly worth a look. 

Grateful thanks to Gill Hadwen, Roy Gray, Jean Macpherson, Elizabeth Horn and 
Roger Baker for donating items to the archive.  

If any members have items related to the heritage of Felixstowe, Walton and the 
Trimleys, we would be most grateful for your donations. 

 

New Members’ Coffee Morning 
A warm welcome was extended to new members who have recently joined The 
Society, at a coffee morning in St John’s Church Hall on Saturday March 4. 

                                                              

                                                                   From left: Frank Griffiths, Diane Griffiths, 

                                                                      Paul Jay, Denise Lamond, Elaine Jay 

Sue Denning and Steve Lawer 
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A New Commemorative Stone 
1964 saw the start of commercial radio in the 
UK as Radio Caroline began broadcasting, 
moored off the coast here at Felixstowe as the 
picture, left, shows. The photo was taken by 
Felixstowe resident, Mrs Dilys Calver, now in 
her late 80s, on a boat trip out in 1964. 

The Felixstowe and Offshore Radio group was 
set up in 2014 with a view to celebrating the 
connections between the town and offshore 
radio and we were invited, by Phil Hadwen, to 
take part in the 2014 Heritage Weekend which 
saw us put on an exhibition at the Fish Dish 
restaurant and invite the ‘Flashback 67’ 

exhibition to Cotman Hall. Out of the weekend came the idea of a stone laid as a 
permanent commemoration, in the town, of the start of Radio Caroline. The design 
was agreed while Phil sorted out the proposed location. Following Phil’s sudden 
death, The Society Chairman Roger Baker and Councillor Mike Deacon ensured that 
the stone was completed by the East of England Co-op Society and licensed by 
SCDC. 

This will now be unveiled on Saturday September 9 at the Wolsey Gardens’ viewing 
area, directly above the Town Hall gardens. In conjunction with this, there will also 
be an event held, over the weekend, in Trinity Methodist Church Hall where we hope 
to be joined again by the ‘Flashback 67’ exhibition along with a record and CD fair, a 
display of vintage radios and offshore radio guests. Further details, including times, 
will be publicised nearer the date via our Felixstowe and Offshore Radio Facebook 
page and local media. 

Brian Nichols 

 

Can you help? 
The Society is currently set up as a Registered Charity. This status is becoming 
more and more out of date and many charities have converted to being what is 
called a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation). There are many advantages in 
doing this, the most important of which is that The Society and its officials would 
have limited liability in the event of a serious claim against us; at the moment, The 
Society and its officials enjoy no such protection and are exposed as individuals to 
the risk of open-ended personal liability. 
Several of our Committee members have been involved in making this change for 
other organisations but we need help from someone who has similar experience and 
who would be willing to co-ordinate our application to the Charity Commission. We 
are assured that it is not an over-complicated process but success depends on 
getting the details right. This would only be a one-off commitment of your time. 
 
 
Contact Roger Baker –  
Tel: 01394 282526 or email megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com 

mailto:megandrogerbaker@btinternet.com
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Serving in the Royal Marines Band 
Richard Harvey 

Tuesday January 24 
 

The Spring season of Speaker Evenings opened 
with a fascinating talk by Richard Harvey, the 
Bandmaster of the Royal Hospital School where 
he is responsible for running the concert band, 
parade band, brass ensemble, orchestra and big 
band; a very busy man! 

Richard thinks that the Royal Marines Band is the 
finest military band in the world but his talk also 
highlighted the ‘warrior musician’ role of the band 
in conflicts such as the war in Afghanistan. 

His presentation began with a moving tape of 
‘Nimrod’ played by the Royal Marines; you could 
have heard a pin drop in the hall. There followed a 

potted history, by Richard, of his early musical experiences beginning at the age of 
11 when he first learnt to play the trombone. His parents did not want Richard to join 
the Royal Marines as the IRA was still a potent force in attacking military personnel 
and locations. He reassured his parents that everything would be fine only to find 
that the IRA blew up the School of Music building in September 1989, killing 11 
Marines and wounding 22. The following week the band marched defiantly through 
Deal, leaving gaps in its formation to symbolise the loss of personnel. 

One of Richard’s interesting postings was on the Royal Yacht Britannia during which 
he travelled around the world playing to world leaders such as Bill Clinton and 
Nelson Mandela although never actually meeting these people or the Queen. He 
gained a commission after having completed the Bandmasters’ course and 
conducted a variety of different orchestras. 

A challenging posting to Afghanistan in 2011 involved the musicians taking on their 
battle role as medical personnel combined with performing concerts at Camp Bastion 
to raise morale. Richard’s memories of the camp seemed to involve lots of 
helicopters, lots of sand, camel spiders, snakes and flies but the most dangerous 
animals in the camp were the local cats and dogs who were rabid. 

Richard’s responsibilities at the prestigious Royal Hospital School are far less 
dangerous and allow him to make a major contribution to the musical life of the 
school. A recent composition, ‘Sleep, Beneath the Wave’ was written to 
commemorate the 101 Royal Hospital School alumni who died during the Battle of 
Jutland in 1916.  

A charismatic speaker and a passionate musician; it was a pleasure to hear 
Richard’s experiences. 
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The Port Chaplain at Felixstowe 

Sister Marian 

Tuesday February 28 

 
Sister Marian, one of Felixstowe’s Port 
Chaplains, gave a lively and insightful talk 
about her work. A woman working in a man’s 
world, she noted, is a great advantage as she 
is often able to achieve things the men can’t.  

The personal pressures on seamen, far from home, needing emotional and spiritual 
support were ably demonstrated by personal examples of the work Sister Marian 
does on a daily basis. She spoke of the care she is able to give seamen whose 
wives are expecting babies or the spiritual and practical support she can give when 
there has been a disagreement within the ship’s crew. 

In January of this year the Japanese ship, Manhattan Bridge, sustained a boiler 
room explosion which resulted in the death of one seaman and the hospitalisation of 
another member of the crew. Sister Marian spoke of the help and guidance she was 
able to provide to the whole crew. She sat in one of the crew lounges and any sailor 
could meet with her to talk about the impact of the explosion and the death of one of 
their fellow sailors. 

Sister Marian represents the Apostleship of the Sea, founded in Glasgow in 1920. 
This organisation is probably better known, by seafarers, as Stella Maris the patron 
of the Apostleship. It provides pastoral outreach of the Catholic Church to all 
seafarers and although official figures show 60% of all seafarers are Catholic, Sister 
Marian made the point that all seafarers are provided with pastoral and practical 
needs regardless of their religion or nationality. The Seafarers’ Centre, located in the 
Port, provides telephones and a café for all seafarers. 

One harrowing story related by Sister Marian focused on the fate of crews left 
stranded aboard a vessel for two weeks, with very little food and water when the 
owners ceased trading and were unable to pay the wages. In this situation, Sister 
Marian’s very practical approach to these kinds of 
problems and her natural people skills were very 
evident. 

The work by the Stella Maris staff is entirely 
funded by voluntary donations. Sister Marian’s 
lively and dedicated contribution to the pastoral 
needs of seafarers should convince anyone of the 
importance of her organisation’s work.  

Although Sister Marian retires this year, her skills 
will still be put to good use at a smaller port. 
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Visit to the Port of 
Felixstowe 

Thursday March 16 
57 members travelled to the Port for 
a much anticipated tour around the 
UK’s premier docks. We stayed on 
the coach for the entire tour as our 
guide, Head of Corporate Affairs 
Paul Davey, informed us that the 
port was a ‘hostile pedestrian 

environment’ hence the police escort during our travels! 

Paul Davey reminded us not only of 
the Port’s history from the late 19th 
century but that this year is the 50th 
anniversary of the UK’s first 
operational container terminal at 
Felixstowe. The original dock basin 
is marked by pink(!) paving stones. 
It is striking how far the port has 
developed since April 1882 when 
work started at the dock basin as 
shown, right. 

We travelled to virtually all corners of the Port and we were able to see very clearly 
the loading and unloading of containers from some of the ships presently docked in 
Felixstowe. To be travelling on reclaimed land, which now forms Berths 8 and 9, was 
fascinating as many of us can remember this reclamation work taking place. These 
berths are capable of accommodating the world’s largest container ships and one of 
these, the China Shipping Atlantic Ocean, was currently surrounded by expertly 
controlled cranes to load and unload the ship. 

Heritage buildings are sadly no longer evident having been replaced by functional 
office buildings, although remnants of RAF Felixstowe can still be seen. The last 
seaplane hangar was demolished six years ago and even Lawrence of Arabia’s toilet 
has disappeared! We passed the Seafarers’ Centre, mentioned by Sister Marian in 
her talk as well as some of the most recent additions to the capacity of the Port - the 

rail terminals. Most freight still travels by road 
from Felixstowe but the newest rail terminal, 
shown left, was opened by the Duke of York in 
2013. This £40 million investment ensures that 
the Port offers far more rail services than any 
other port in the UK. 

A fascinating trip - many thanks to Keith and 
Elizabeth Horn and Roy Gray for enabling this 
visit to take place. Thanks also to Jean 
Macpherson for the colour photos. 
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 Life in the Fast Lane - Nigel 
Pickover 

Tuesday March 28 
The retired editor of the Eastern Daily 
Press and, previously, the Ipswich Star 
gave us a glimpse into the hectic life of a 
newspaperman and the fundamental 
changes which have occurred during his 
lifetime in the production and 
consumption of daily news. 

When Nigel started at the Sheffield Star 
in the late 1960s, the circulation was 200,000 copies, whereas today it sells only 
15,000. At the beginning of a 44 year career in journalism, he started with a cub 
reporter’s notebook and the use of public phone boxes to relay his news to the 
paper. If he wanted a photo to back up his story, he had to summon a photographer; 
today iPhone photos are the norm. Nigel made the point that some of the best video 
and pictures come from the public. 

As a crime reporter, Nigel related various stories he had covered most notably the 
case of the Yorkshire Ripper. Nigel’s wife was a student in Sheffield at the time and 
he remembers collecting her, by car, from her college to her digs as often as he 
could. The rumours were that The Ripper was going to strike in Sheffield and it was 
later discovered that he had indeed been in the area. Armed robberies were more 
prevalent in the 60s and 70s than they are today so Nigel was busy sending reports 
from the scene of the crime even when he was caught up in one and was first on the 
scene at the dumped getaway car. 

Nigel gained a reputation as a campaigning Editor at his Norfolk and Suffolk 
newspapers. He was proud to launch campaigns aimed at improving the ambulance 
service, taking on those who drink and drive and those who use their mobile phones 
while driving. As Editor of the Ipswich Star, he was enormously proud to have led the 
campaign to raise funds for Ipswich burns victim Terri Calvesbert, raising over 
£600,000 for her future needs. 

Notable personalities encountered by Nigel in his long career include the Queen and 
Prince Charles although it seems evident that Nigel was less impressed by his 
meetings with David Cameron. A personality of whom Nigel was particularly in awe 
reflected his interest in football. Nigel’s hero is Jimmy Armfield, a legendary 
Blackpool footballer, who was a sports writer on the Daily Express in Manchester at 
the same time as Nigel. 

Most papers are now losing money as their circulation and advertising revenue 
declines and the best read papers are now the free sheets such as the Metro. This 
situation is just one of the many changes experienced by Nigel over the years. Nigel 
believes that journalism training is still excellent so he is hopeful for the future of 
news reporting in whatever form it may take. 

Nigel summarised his varied and exciting career in national and local news as ‘in life 
you make your own luck’.  
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Beach Clean 

Thursday March 30 
28 people and 1 dog attended on a 
clear and sunny morning, ideal for 
collecting litter from the designated 
area of the beach. Members of The 
Society were joined by Chalet and 
Beach Hut owners and members of 
the general public. 

 

The total amount of litter collected was 14kg including half a kilo from the usual 100 
yards of beach surveyed near to The Spa. Only 107 pieces were collected from the 
surveyed site but, of those pieces, 43 were plastic, 9 pieces were fishing line and 11 
cigarette stubs. The total included two large pieces of wood weighing 5 kg. 

 

In a way it was disappointing to pick up 
14 kg from 28 volunteers but, in another 
way, it was encouraging to find such a 
small amount of rubbish.  

 

Afterwards, 20 volunteers went to the 
Cliff Café to accept a very welcome hot 
drink and, once again, we would like to 
thank the owners for their generosity. 

 

Thanks must also go to Keith and Elizabeth Horn for their excellent organisation of 
this event. 

 

 

 
Thanks to Kate Osborne 

for the photo on the right. 
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The Felixstowe 
Walkers 
Our Spring season opened 
with a refreshing walk around 
the Landguard Nature 
Reserve, as shown on the left.  
The Old Felixstowe route 
along by the Dip invariably 
attracts over thirty walkers 
and, fortunately, the rain 
stopped shortly before the 

walk started. Walkers were able to enjoy viewing the crashing waves on the prom 
steps. 

In February Daisy’s Walk, around Rendlesham Forest, provided an opportunity to 
observe the harvesting and coppicing taking 
place in various parts of the forest. 

This walk is named after Daisy Miller who lived 
for many years near the forest. She began 
working at Rendlesham Forest during World War 
II and continued to work for the Forestry 
Commission until she retired in 1981 having 
been awarded the British Empire Medal during 
the previous year. Although notices indicate that 
the walk has been discontinued, our route 
follows the original paths. 

The Fairtrade Walk always attracts a generous 
number of walkers. The Fairtrade Week was 
opened by the Mayor at St Mary’s Church in 
Walton followed by a muddy but invigorating walk through The Grove and past 
Gulpher Pond back to the church for a refreshing cup of Fairtrade tea. 

In March the starting point of Suffolk Food Hall provides a variety of routes around 
the Wherstead countryside with stunning views over the River Orwell.  In World War 

I, Wherstead Park was used as a depot for 
horses being transported to France and the 
ground was ploughed up in World War II for 
the ‘dig for victory’ campaign. 

Further walks in the countryside 
surrounding Felixstowe (make the most of it 
in case it becomes housing estates) and 
around Pin Mill and Bucklesham ended 
another excellent season of walks. 

  

Thanks to Laurence Gilbert for organising the walks and to all our walk leaders and 
walkers for your support. 
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The Society Members’ Feature 
Michael and Penny Thomas 

Two Life Members of The Society who joined 
in the very early years, reflect on their life in 

Felixstowe since the 1960s. 

Several generations of Penny’s family ran 
Samuel French, the theatrical publishers in 
London, but Penny’s interests lay in a 
different direction. She undertook two years 
Domestic Science training including six 
months at the Cordon Bleu Cookery School in 
London before working at The Royal Ballet 
School in Richmond Park. Having met and 
married Michael, they moved to Felixstowe 
and set up home in Bath Road in 1961. 

Michael had qualified in Estate Management 
at The Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester and completed his RICS exams 
before changing tack to take up a post in the marketing department of Fisons 
Fertilisers which had moved its HQ to the Felix Hotel in 1952, renaming the building 
‘Harvest House’. 

Michael remembers the interior as retaining some of its elegance from the days as a 
high class hotel; long case clocks on every landing, brass door furniture, Edwardian 
taps and ceramic loo pulls! In the basement there was an onyx-lined hairdressing 
salon with a full time barber, Jack Bassingthwaite, so that staff could book an 
appointment on the premises. The head gardener, Basil Voller, and his staff kept the 
rose beds and lawns in pristine condition. An 18 hole putting green, tennis courts, 
billiard room and squash courts added to the attraction of working at Harvest House. 
There was even a pub, The Galleon, off the entrance concourse. 

Five coaches brought staff from Ipswich every day and Fisons continued to maintain 
a perfect cricket pitch at their sports ground at Playford Road. The old stabling in 
Bath Road was used as a garage for company cars and Nelson Sheppard and John 
Lankester, head chauffeur, had their office in the old grooms’ quarters. John had, at 
one time, worked for the Quilter family and spoke of making a journey to London 
every week, in a Rolls Royce, to deliver and bring back laundry to and from Bawdsey 
Manor. 

Both Michael and Penny remember the variety of social activities organised for staff 
and their families - childrens’ 
parties, dinner dances and in 
particular, the family days at 
Playford Road were always 
enjoyed by their two young 
children. 

In the mid 1960s the family 
moved to Links Avenue 
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where the back garden overlooked idyllic countryside and The Grove (pictured on 
previous page).  

Before the by-pass, new roads and houses, there were many quiet walks to enjoy. 
The local children played in the meadow and loved the freedom. Penny remembers 
that at night, no lights could be seen at the back of Links Avenue. 

At this time there were far more individual tradesmen and a plethora of heritage 
buildings in the town which provided the distinctive character to Felixstowe. Change 
is inevitable, but both Penny and Michael have been saddened by the insensitive 
developments that have taken place on some of the most prominent sites in the 
area. There have, of course, been shining exceptions like the reclamation of the 
town station, the restoration of The Fludyers Arms façade and, of course, the 
amazing restoration of the Spa Gardens. However, there were occasions when it 
was difficult not to be cynical about planners and councillors who seem to have no 
vision or appreciation of what we have (or had) in Felixstowe. 

That’s why joining The Felixstowe Society seemed to be an obvious step when 
Cynthia Park started to campaign. Another pioneer was Mary McKerness who 
started the first local branch of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Peter Hewitt led the branch 
in its early days and Michael took over as Chairman for three years after that. Along 
with many other residents, Michael opposed the building of a sports centre at 
Eastward Ho! This would have further diminished the green space available to 
Felixstowe residents and which both Penny and Michael feel they had enjoyed and 
needed to be preserved for generations to come. 

For the last 37 years, Penny has led keep fit sessions in Felixstowe and the Ipswich 
area. On three occasions she has been part of teams representing Suffolk at The 
Albert Hall. Penny was a long standing committee member and for two years she 
chaired the Suffolk Keep Fit Association. 

More recently, Michael has become involved, along with local colleagues Ken 
Cutting and Paul Marsh, in 
instituting an archive for 
Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club.  The 
club has an illustrious history 
having been formed in 1880, one 
of the oldest courses in the 
country. Among the notable 
members before World War One 
were Lord Elcho, Lord Balfour 
and Sir Fred Wilson who started 
and owned the East Anglian 
Daily Times and lived at High 
Row on High Road East. Most of 

the early members came down from London to play their links golf. They were truly a 
special band of people ‘eminent in art, science and literature’ and inextricably 
involved in the development of Felixstowe as a fashionable and exclusive resort. 
Between the wars there was also a thriving golf club at Eastward Ho! and some 
interesting material has already been collected by the archive team. The photo, left, 
pictures the ladies’ golf hut. Having seen examples of the material from the archive 
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and the painstaking cataloguing of all the items, Michael and his colleagues should 
be congratulated on such a high standard of work. 

Michael and Penny enjoy living in Felixstowe and now cannot really imagine living 
anywhere other than by the sea. They have seen a great many changes in the town 
both positive and negative. They recognise that change has to happen, but they see 
the importance of The Felixstowe Society as a strong voice and influence to ensure 
that change is not to the detriment of the environment (built and green) and that past 
mistakes are not repeated. 

A fascinating chat with a delightful couple. 

 

A selection of photos of some our wonderful green spaces –how much longer will     
they remain? 
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Website: www.felixstowehutschalets.co.uk  E-mail: felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com 

Correspondence Address: Fells Cottage, 72 Ferry Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9LU 

Tel: 01394 274331 (Treasurer) 

Chairman: Jo Woodward       Secretary: Julie Downton 

Vice Chairman: Roy Gray       Treasurer: Trevor Mason 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Anyone who has read a local newspaper, watched the local TV news or listened to 
Radio Suffolk recently will be aware that beach hut owners are locked in a dispute 
with Suffolk Coastal District Council (SCDC). 

It all began, early last year, when the Association was told that SCDC were going to 
carry out a review of beach huts in the town. We asked to be involved and were 
assured we would be. From June onwards we sought a meeting to discuss the 
review and got nowhere, until eventually we were invited to a meeting in November. 
However this was cancelled at short notice and rearranged for December 16. 

Then we discovered that SCDC Cabinet were due to discuss the review and make a 
decision on its recommendations on December 6. We were horrified that this was 
going ahead without any consultation, and before the meeting between SCDC and 
the Association Committee. 

In brief, the recommendations are to increase the licence fee (currently between £400 
and £750 approx. depending on the site) by 10% a year for the next 8 years and 
introduce a £7000 + VAT lump sum in 10 years’ time to secure a 10 year lease on the 
site. Beach hut owners had to sign up to agree to this new arrangement by March 31 
this year or remove their beach hut. In addition it is proposed that the current admin 
fee to issue a new licence when a beach hut changes hands will rise from £32.64 to 
three times the annual licence fee. From research we have carried out, this would 
make beach huts at Felixstowe three times more expensive that at any other resort on 
the South or East coast. 

At short notice we mobilised over 200 people to attend the Cabinet meeting which was 
sufficient to make SCDC have a quick change of heart and announce a 6 week 
consultation period, which has just ended as I write. It has also been agreed that any 
changes in licence agreements will not come into effect before April 1, 2018. 

We organised an Extraordinary General Meeting of our members at the Orwell Hotel, 
and in the region of 450 people attended, showing just how unpopular these proposals 
are. At the meeting it was agreed that the Association should take legal advice to 
challenge the proposals and members very generously donated to a ‘Fighting Fund’. 

http://www.felixstowehutschalets.co.uk/
mailto:felixstowehutschalets@gmail.com
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Our membership numbers have dramatically increased since the proposals became 
known and at the time of writing we have 555 members, which is some 58% of eligible 
beach hut owners and chalet tenants.  

Beach huts are the very essence of Felixstowe sea front, from Manor End to the Golf 
Club, and if these proposals go ahead there is a real possibility that the beach hut 
community within the town will be destroyed. Beach huts are mainly owned by families 
and have been in the family for many years and they do not see their little shed by the 
sea as a financial asset, just a place to spend some ‘quality time’ together. For many 
it represents their holiday as they cannot afford to have an annual holiday.  

We know that many people will not be able to afford the proposed cost and beach huts 
will be abandoned. We have carried out a survey of our members and almost 80% of 
the 441 people who responded say that they are either ‘very likely’ or ‘fairly likely’ to 
give up their beach hut if the increases are brought in. The survey also showed that a 
quarter of the respondents have owned their beach hut for over 20 years. An 
overwhelming number view their ownership of a beach hut as a leisure pursuit, not as 
a financial investment. It was especially pertinent that 72% of our members live outside 
Felixstowe and say that they use the shops, cafes, restaurants etc. when they come 
to their hut, so there is a real potential of a loss to the economy of the town.  

It is ironic that SCDC are very happy to put photographs of the iconic beach huts on 
all their tourist information literature about Felixstowe but are proposing a pricing 
structure that will destroy that very asset.  

On Sunday 12th March over 500 
people walked the length of the 
promenade from Manor End to 
Cobbold’s Point in protest over 
the proposed increases. The 
theme was ‘Cash Cows’ as that 
is how we feel we are being 
regarded by SCDC. Many had 
cow costumes or masks and 
there were lots of appropriate 
banners and much singing in a 
very good humoured show of 
feelings. We were pleased that 
four Town Councillors met us at 

the end of the march to show their support - which is greatly appreciated. 

Hopefully SCDC will take note of the 
outcry and have a change of heart, but 
if they don’t they will have a very 
determined fight on their hands. We 
very much hope it never comes to that. 

 

Trevor Mason         

Committee member 
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News From  

 Felixstowe Museum 

 

 
Your local award-winning museum re-opened for the new season on April 12 with a 
giant ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ event for children. 

Over the winter, behind the scenes, a band of dedicated volunteers have undertaken 
repairs and maintenance but they have also developed new room displays and 
exhibitions for 2017. 

The Museum has a new 1960s corner of memorabilia and a commemoration of the 
centenary of the World War I bombing of the Felixstowe area in 1917. There is also 
an excellent new model on display, a Fred Olsen ferry ‘MS Bayard’, built in 1975. 
Children will enjoy the resident ‘Owl Trail’ with the crafty birds re-nesting in new 
locations this year. 

Events for 2017 include an Art Workshop for families (May 31), a Cartoons and 
Comics Trail for the Summer holidays, the annual Classic Car display (August 13) 
and the hugely popular Landguard Spooky Day (October 28). 

Felixstowe Museum simply would not exist without its volunteers. If you fancy getting 
involved or just want to find out more, please get in touch by email at: 
felmuseum@btopenworld.com or by phone. 

2017 opening times are: 

1200-1700 (last entry at 1630) every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday until Sunday 
October 29 plus Wednesday May 31.  

Every Wednesday from June until the end of September and every Thursday during 
August. 

Public admission: Adults £2  Children (5-16 years) 50p   

Children under 5 years - free 

 

Please note that prices may be different for special events. 
Out of hours groups and school visits by arrangement. 

Further information at www.felixstowemuseum.org or phone 
01394 674355 

 
Thanks to Pam Cole for this information 

 

 

mailto:felmuseum@btopenworld.com
http://www.felixstowemuseum.org/
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Research Corner 28 Part 3 - History of Bowls in Felixstowe 
Felixstowe and Suffolk Bowls 
Club, in St Edmunds Road, is 
located 100 metres from the 
sea front next to Mannings’ 
Amusement Park. It was 
started and built in 1932 by 
two brothers, Freddie and 
Jack Rogers (local builders) 
primarily as a gentlemen’s 
club with a 6-8 rink bowling 
green. As with other bowls 
clubs in the town, it was 
supported by several 
prominent businessmen. 

It is interesting that, at this time, there would be three such clubs ie Conservative 
Club, Felixstowe Bowls Club and Felixstowe and Suffolk Bowls Club which were 
operating as gentlemens’ clubs with bowling greens attached and all supported by 
apparently the same prominent businessmen. 

In 1935 members’ wives insisted on being able to play bowls so the gardens of 
adjacent housing 
were bought and a 
small green was 
constructed on which 
ladies could play. At 
this time, they had a 
Ladies’ Lounge with 
their own bar as they 
were not allowed in 
the men’s section - 
see page 20 for more 
information on the 
participation of 
women in bowls.  A 
current member, Jill 
Lemon, remembers 
that in 1946/47 her 
grandmother played while Jill watched from her pram. The former Ladies’ Green is 
now used by Waldringfield Bowls Club. 

 

The picture, above right, shows one of the first matches to take place on the 
Gentlemen’s Green in 1932. The club house can clearly be seen and behind this 
was the Ladies’ Green. 
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The green is uniquely 
surrounded by beach 
huts on three sides 
and a large club house 
on the other. During 
World War II several of 
the beach huts were 
requisitioned and taken 
down to the docks for 
use by Army and Navy 
personnel and it is not 
certain how many of 
these were returned. 
Initially members could 
not own one of the 

beach huts unless they had been members for two years but this is not the current 
situation. There used to be a snooker room but it is now used as a changing room for 
visitors. 

The photo, left, was taken in the early 1950s and shows the beach huts on three 
sides. 

The club is affiliated to Bowls England and plays in the Ipswich and District League 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Various local and national competitions are 
entered and the club hosts Suffolk County home games, Suffolk Middleton Cup and 
the Suffolk Eastern Counties annual competition. The club is open for bowling from 
10am every day with the bar opening in the evenings. The bowling membership 
ranges from teenagers to over 90 years of age and includes novice bowlers and 
England Internationals, currently John Rednall and his daughter Katherine; John’s 
parents were also Internationals. Currently the club has 75 members including 25 
ladies and new members, bowling and non-bowling, are always welcome. Contact 
01394 282298 or the club website. 

It was not until after 1931, when The English Women’s Bowling Association was 
formed, that women became more involved in the sport. Women were not allowed to 
play with men, even for social bowling, but they were expected to attend but only to 
make tea and sandwiches when required, even for social bowls afternoons! 
Gradually women developed their own teams and bowls leagues but it was not until 
late 1970 onwards that women played with men on social occasions and it was in the 
early 21st century before women played together, with men, in league games. 

In Felixstowe the Conservative Club admitted women in 1975 and the Felixstowe 
Bowls Club in 1995. Even at Harvest House, where bowls was played one afternoon 
a week in the dining room, it was not until the 1990s that women were allowed to 
play but still had to make tea! 

There are still a few clubs who refuse to let women play because they are not as 
good as men?? In 2008 Men’s and Women’s Bowls Associations were combined 
into one organisation - Bowls England. 

 

Thanks to Tony Horrocks for this research and the colour photo. 
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Felixstowe Community 
Hospital League of 

Friends 
(Formerly known as the League 

of Friends of Felixstowe 
Hospitals) 

 

 

The Felixstowe General Hospital opened in 1910 thanks to the generosity of Charles 
Croydon. It was then a GP ‘cottage’ hospital and its beds were used solely by the 
residents of the town. 

The Bartlet Hospital started life as a convalescent home in 1926 thanks to the 
generous legacy of Dr John 
Bartlet to Ipswich Hospital. It 
was to be used for their 
patients who needed 
convalescence. His will did not 
specify the location - all it said 
was that ‘the trustees could, if 
they wished and thought 
necessary, use some of the 
money to purchase a piece of 
land’. Felixstowe was chosen 
and some 15% of the patients admitted came from Felixstowe with the remainder 
from other parts of Suffolk. 

Reorganisation took place from 2003 when the General Hospital beds were reduced 
from 28 to 25 and, in 2004, the remaining 25 were removed for building renovation. 
At the same time, the beds in The Bartlet were reduced from 56 to 50.  

On February 1, 2008 the newly refurbished General Hospital re-opened as 
Felixstowe Community Hospital with 16 beds, five of them as single rooms, an 
outpatients’ clinic area, a children’s department, an X-ray unit, a Minor Injuries unit 
and a Physiotherapy unit. The Bartlet Hospital was closed. 

The League started life between the two world wars. It disbanded in 1971 and 
reformed in 1977 when it became a registered charity with the Charity Commission. 
Since then it has gone from strength to strength. Our earliest financial records show 
that funds raised in 1981 totalled £7,200 and in 2004 £30,500. At the end of 2016, 
the funds totalled almost £79,400. The League has ring-fenced £75,000 to fund the 
upgrade of the X-ray machine. 

The League is not a hands-on organisation. Its Constitution gives the objective, ‘to 
raise funds for the purpose of supplementing the resources of the Felixstowe 
Community Hospital and Community Health Services in Felixstowe’. This included 
The Bartlet Hospital until its closure as well as Felixstowe General now renamed 
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Felixstowe Community Hospital. Each year the League holds several small fund 
raising events and one major fund raising event - the Summer Bazaar. These events 
are mainly held in St Felix Church Hall. The annual subscription is £1 but many 
members choose to add a donation to this amount on renewal of membership. A 
further source of income is through legacies and In Memoriam donations. Two 
newsletters are circulated during the year, one calling the Annual General Meeting, 
held in February, and the other in June giving details of the Summer Bazaar. 

A small committee meets regularly to receive requests for funding of items not 
supplied by the NHS and to plan and organise fund raising events. Free daily 
newspapers are supplied to in-patients by the League and all patients and staff on 
duty on Christmas Day receive a visit and gifts by committee members. 

It comes under the heading ‘Patient Comforts’. 

 

Thanks to John Woollan for this article. 

 

MP Dr Coffey presents her bingo winnings to members of The League in April 2014. 
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Thomas Cotman and Charles Emeny 
Over the years, The Society has installed a number of plaques to draw attention to 
notables who have made a contribution to this town. The most recent, of course, was 
the plaque in the Town Hall Gardens Shelter to Mr Felixstowe himself, Phil Hadwen.  

Two gentlemen who have each made a distinctive contribution to the heritage of this 
town, the architect, Thomas Cotman, and the photographer, Charles Emeny, should 
surely also be contenders for the honour of a Society plaque. 

Thomas Cotman was a Bermondsey lad, born in 1847 and nephew of a noted artist 
of the Norwich School, John Sell Cotman. At a young age, Thomas and his family 
moved to Ipswich where he attended the town’s School of Art and then, in 1869, he 
set himself up as an architect with an office in Ipswich. 

A walk around Felixstowe will show Cotman’s contribution to the architectural style of 
our town. The Cotman Walk reflects not only Cotman’s grand buildings such as 
Harvest House and Lloyds Bank but also distinctive houses such as Brook Cottages, 
the remodelled Constable Cottage and Atholl House.  

 

This close-up of the Harvest House roofline shows the Flemish Revival style by its 
use of red brick, stone dressings, plaintile roofs and shaped gables. The roof is 
crowned by a clock turret. 

Cotman Cottages in Brook Lane in 1897, designed by Cotman in 1891. 

The appearance of the 
terrace was inspired by 
the Arts and Crafts 
movement begun by 
William Morris in the 
1860s. Brook Lane, at 
the time the cottages 
were built, was a rural 
part of Felixstowe. As 
seen from the right 
hand side of the picture 
it was partially wooded 
and Horn’s Farm was 
located on the left hand 
side of the road. 

Cotman designed the terrace to fit in with this rural setting with patterned brickwork, 
deep porches and high chimneys. 
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Charles Emeny, a local boy born in 1849, led a fairly 
colourful life as a young man who was fascinated by 
scientific gadgets. Fortunately for Felixstowe, Walton and 
The Trimleys, Emeny became interested in photography 
and chronicled not only daily life in these villages but also 
major events of the day. 

In The Society’s archive, Elizabeth Corker’s donation of 
photographs originally from Emeny’s glass plates, owned 
for a time by her father-in-law, give a vivid insight into life 
for residents of different classes, local businesses and 
characters who spent their whole lives in one street, in 
one village. 

Emeny was successful enough to open a shop in Walton 
and also had a base on the beach. He also opened a 
shop in Victoria Parade and it is now the Argos 
showrooms. His son Will carried on the business until 
1950. 

 

 

The photo, on the right, is a charming 
view of Gulpher Pond in April 1888. 

The late Charles Corker in the 
introduction to his excellent book ‘In 
and Around Felixstowe’ (1972) writes: 

‘ When I acquired the collection of 
glass negatives I was only faintly 
hopeful that some of them would be in 
a condition good enough to 
reproduce. Some were taken over 
100 years ago and nearly three 
thousand dated before 1900. Charles 
Emeny’s preservation and indexing 
had stood the test of time - 90% were 
perfect. 

In many cases the reproductions 
appear as though they were taken 
yesterday.’ 

 Cotman was responsible for some of the most distinctive architectural heritage in 
this town. Some of his designs are still evident in Ipswich and we are fortunate to be 
able to enjoy examples of his work which have escaped the clutches of developers. 

Emeny was one of the foremost chroniclers of life in this part of Suffolk. His legacy is 
a magnificent collection of photographs which add much to our knowledge of life in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
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Planning Applications - January to March 2017 

Applications recently approved by SCDC 

C/176/5400 - Suffolk Private Residential Home 9, Sea Road: Proposed studio 
flat to third floor loft space with road facing pitched roof dormer window and 
part removal of external staircase.  These alterations will have little effect on the 
Conservation Area. 

 

Recent applications awaiting a decision 

Proposed Scoping Opinion for Logistics Facility at Innocence Farm.  The 
Felixstowe Society objects to this industrial development on the north side of the 
A14. It is an intrusion into an open countryside ‘Greenfield Site’, giving rise to 
excessive lorry movements on a narrow country lane. 

105, Undercliff Road West: Erect an oak and brick veranda with glazed roof 
and bifold doors to the rear elevation of the property. These changes will have 
little adverse effect on the Conservation Area. 

159, High Street, Walton: Erect single side extension (following demolition of 
existing conservatory and outbuilding). These changes will have little adverse 
effect on the Listed Building. 

Harvest House, Cobbold Road: Listed Building Consent - fitting of replacement 
lightning conductor system. This fitting will have little adverse effect on the Listed 
Building and the Conservation Area. 

Part side garden of 40, King Street: Variation of conditions 2 and 3 of 
DC/15/3519/FUL - Erection of a two storey dwelling, minor changes to rear of 
property, remove ground floor lean to, square off two storey part of building, 
render and tile to match adjoining building. The Felixstowe Society objects to this 
application because there is no block or site plan to enable us to establish how these 
changes relate to the surroundings. We request clarification of these matters. 

 

Applications previously reported - approved by SCDC 

The following approvals had little effect on the Conservation Area: 

 

9, Sea Road: Convert to 20 bedroom Nursing Home 

77, Undercliff Road West: To add A5 licence and extend hours of business 

66, Hamilton Road: Fascia signage 

1, Martello Place, Golf Road: Enclose ground floor canopy 

Pavilion Court, Hamilton Gardens: New entrance screen and canopy 

20, High Beach: New window. 

 



26 
 

Grade 1 and Grade 2* Listed Buildings in Felixstowe and 
Walton 

According to the Suffolk Coastal and Waveney partnership website: 

‘A listed building is a building that is of special architectural or historic interest. 
Buildings are listed in order to identify and protect the nation’s architectural heritage.  

Listed buildings can include telephone and letter boxes, milestones, windmills, 
watermills, farmhouses, town houses, military structures, bridges, walls and 
churches. There are approximately 2,700 listed buildings in the Suffolk 
Coastal district, 59 of which are Grade I quality.’ 

Historic England explain the gradings as follows: 

x Grade I buildings are of exceptional interest, only 2.5% of listed 
buildings are Grade I 

x Grade II* buildings are particularly important buildings of more than 
special interest; 5.5% of listed buildings are Grade II*  

x Grade II buildings are of special interest; 92% of all listed buildings 
are in this class and it is the most likely grade of listing for a home 
owner. 

 

The exact number of listed buildings is not known but nationally it is estimated 
that there are half a million listed buildings. 

 

Our only Grade I listed building is 
Landguard Fort. 

Listed since 1986. 

 

 

 

Grade II* buildings: 

 

Walton Hall, built around 1740 and 
listed in 1949. It is currently a private 
residence. 

This photo was taken around 1867. 

Listed since 1949. 

 

 

The Bartlet - built between 1923 and 1926 - listed in 2006. 
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Churches: 

St John’s, built between 1894-9 and listed since 
1986. Its war memorial outside the church 
includes a rare Calvary Cross. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

St Peter and St Paul, photo taken 
in1882, The church is probably the 
oldest building in Felixstowe.  

Listed since 1949. 

 

 

 

St Andrew’s  

The photo shows 
construction in 1931. 

Listed since 1986. 

 
 

 

 

St Mary’s Walton, photo 
taken in 1867. The tower 
was rebuilt in 1899 

Listed since 1949. 

 

In the next Newsletter, the 
article will focus on listed 
buildings in The Trimleys. 
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Photo Quiz 4 
Can you identify the decade in which this photo of Felixstowe was taken? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Society is looking for a new Editor of the Newsletter. If you are interested, 
please phone Roger Baker on 01394 282526. 

The Editor would like to thank all the committee for their contributions to this 
newsletter and Susanne Barsby for her invaluable support. 

The deadline for contributions to the September Newsletter - JULY 26, 2017 


